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26 Years Preserving Our History – Protecting Our Future 

ALWAYS wear a Mask Complet e ly Cover ing Your Mouth & Nose   

DO YOU 
COUNT? 
THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION 

DOESN’T WANT YOU TO. 

The deadline to count all 
persons residing in the United 
States, as required by The 
Constitution has once again 
been changed – now to 
September 30, (after it had been 
extended to October 31 due to 
the COVID-19 crisis). With most 
Americans far more concerned 
about the economic and health 
implications of the pandemic, 
completing the 9 questions of the 
2020 census has fallen off the 
radar of most.  

This means that YOU DON’T 
COUNT if you and your 
neighbors don’t complete the 
Census before Sept. 30. 

Texas, already a “Donor State”, 
stands to lose hundreds of 
billions of federal dollars over 
the next ten years if we don’t 
count every person living in 
Texas – permanent, alien, citizen 
or not. We lose out on 
representation in Congress for a 
decade as well. Texas taxes 
continue to fly out of the State to 
others and we all lose.  

POLICE  
PATROLS 

ARE 

DATA DRIVEN 
R e c e n t  I n c i d e n t s  o f  I n d e c e n t  E x p o s u r e  

w i l l  C o n t i n u e  U n t i l  Re s i d e n t s   
R e p o r t  E v e r y  I n c i d e n t  

This criminal behavior is nothing 
new, nor is it unique to Montrose. It 
happens anywhere the offenders 
think they can get an audience to 
shock. We must not let them get 
away with this behavior. We must 
send a clear loud message that not 
only are they not shocking us, and 
not welcome, but THEY WILL BE 
CAUGHT AND PROSECUTED. 

The only way to do that is for each of 
us to be aware of our surroundings 
as we walk about the neighborhood. 
Do not be distracted by smart 
phones and ear buds. We must use 
these tools to document the of-
fenses and report them immediately 
to HPD. If you can get a license plate 
number do so. And look at their 
FACE not their “show” so you can 
give an accurate description to the 
officers. ALWAYS ask to have an  
officer dispatched to the scene, so 
they can document the proximity to 
our TWO elementary schools.  

911 or 713-884-3131 

 

https://my2020census.gov/  
9 QUESTIONS FOR THE NEXT 10 YEARS 

Stay Well 
Stay Safe 
MASK UP 

It’s HURRICANE Season – Do You Have National Flood Insurance?  

Have You Completed Your 
2020 US Census Form?     
 Dear FMC members, 

The accomplishments of The Civic Association of The First Montrose 
Commons over the past 26 years have been substantial. Our neighbor-
hood’s Historic District was established– protecting our unique charac-
ter. Persistent efforts over 15 years got our critical infrastructure rebuilt 
and modernized without any liens or fees for property owners. Our new 
concrete streets, sidewalks, water & gas lines, sanitary & storm sewers, 
and new street trees are the envy of other Montrose neighborhoods. And 
now we’re supporting our newest elementary school by contributing to 
the creation of a Spark Park.   

These advances were not mere happenstances. They required persistent, 
relentless pressure from officers and FMC members on the City Council 
and Departments. They are the direct result of Civic Engagement! 

Our work to preserve and protect First Montrose Commons is far from 
done. So, I’m taking this opportunity to convey our common need for 
members to step up and fill volunteer positions on the FMC Board. Fresh 
ideas and voices will keep our Civic Association strong.   

Would you offer some of your time and energy to fill a position?  

I invite you to give it a try! Wonder "just how do they do their work?" 
We’re happy to show you. You’re welcome to confer with us via Zoom, 
phone call, upon the conclusion of a meeting, etc. to get a better idea of the 
behind the scenes mechanics involved. Attend a Zoom meeting with city 
officials, TIRZ members (are you familiar with the important influence 
TIRZ has?) and observe our President and other civic associations as 
they advocate for your neighborhood’s needs. Broaden your network with 
follow-up chats afterwards. Perhaps shadowing as a “trainee” would be 
a good start without completely taking over a position. 

Please give some thoughtful consideration to my request.  
Currently, officers may be doubling up—filling two positions. 

Regards, 

Wm. M. "Bill" Stewart 
VP. The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons. 
713 527 9727-h 

We Need YOU! 
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Indecent Exposure Incidents Along Sul Ross 
between Jack and Stanford Reported 

ver the past 5 days there  
have been multiple reports 
of a man exposing himself, 
either walking or driving in a 

truck along Sul Ross between 
Jack Street and Stanford Street. 
The man has been described as 
African American – either with 
dreads or wearing a hoodie, 
between 20 and 40 years old, 
and trim or fit. Particularly 
concerning is that he seems 
unafraid of being caught, often 
lingering around for minutes at a 
time after being seen.  

Both persons affected by his 
behavior reported the incident to 
HPD, but in one case they did not 
request an officer to come out, 
since they were unable to get the 
license plate number.  

Indecent exposure is a Class B Misdemeanor 
under Section 21.08 of the Texas Criminal 
Code. – It is a sex crime. Report it to HPD 

That this perpetrator is repeatedly 
engaging I this criminal activity in 
close proximity to two schools 
makes it even more urgent we 
help the police catch and arrest 
him. Call 911 or 713-884-3131  

 
D O  N O T  A P P R O A C H  
T H I S  M A N  I N  H I S  
T R U C K  –  P l e a s e   
p r o v i d e  a s  a c c u r a t e  a  
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e   
v e h i c l e  a n d  m a n  a s  
p o s s i b l e .  

District C Council Member 

Abbie Kamin 
districtc@houstontx.gov 

832-393-3004 
At Large 1 Council Member 

Mike Knox 

atlarge1@houstontx.gov 
832-393-3014 

At Large 2 Council Member 

David Robinson 
atlarge2@houstontx.gov 

832-393-3013 
At Large 3 Council Member 

Michael Kubosh 
atlarge3@houstontx.gov 

832-393-3005 
At Large 4 Council Member 

Letitia Plummer 
atlarge4@houstontx.gov 

832-393-3012 
At Large 5 Council Member 

Sallie Alcorn 
atlarge5@houstontx.gov 

832-3933017 

To Fund Construction of AIMS Spark Park in FMC 
 

CONSTRUCTION HAS BEGUN  

– FUNDS STILL NEEDED – 

WENTY FMC residents have donated a combined 
$13,450 to support construction of the Spark park in our 
neighborhood. Only 1 in 7 FMC Members! Equally aston-

ishing—none of our donors thus far have children that would most ben-
efit from the park! 

We can and must do much better than this! 

Spark committed $150k; TIRZ 27, an additional $150k; CM Ka-
min, $18K from the District C Discretionary Fund. The AIMS PTO 
held one kickoff fundraiser prior to COVID-19 restrictions. 

CAFMC contributed $7,500, more than half our reserves, but we 
fail to reach the goal without donations from FMC residents.  

 100% TAX DEDUCTIBLE. 
How many of us have walked around the campus during the 
lockdown? How many of us have helped kids learn to ride bikes 
in the driveways? It’s time to step up for your kids! 

We have a once in a generation chance to create a real  
commons in First Montrose Commons—a park for all to use and 
enjoy. How sad it would be to let this slip by for lack of financial 

o

T

Photo courtesy of Paul Davis Photography ©2020  http://paulrdavisphoto.com/ 



On Common Ground 

 

The Newsletter of The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc.  

support! Please send your tax-de-
ductible check today to help us 
establish the first park space in 
FMC in more than 40 years!  
Instructions are on  p 3 > 



4 

 

September 2020 
Volume 26 Number 8 

On Common Ground 

Time is Short, Please Donate to the AIMS SPARK PARK in FMC TODAY 

Your Check Could Make a Huge Difference in the Quality of Life in First Montrose Commons  

Just 1 in 7 FMC members have donated thus far 

Contributions to Spark (a 501(c)3 corporation) are 
100% TAX DEDUCTIBLE. 

Our Civic Association contributed $7,500 – slightly more than 
50% of our reserves—to Spark in July, despite the downturn in 
membership renewals and revenue since the onset of COVD-19. 
The Board felt strongly that we must seize this opportunity to 
provide for the future in approving the largest ever expenditure 
of Civic Association funds.  

Twenty residents of FMC have donated $13,450, bringing the 
FMC total to $20,950. The AIMS PTO has donated ~$20,000; 
CM Kamin, $18,000; TIRZ 27, $150,000; and Spark, 
$150,000. Given an estimated budget of $450,000, this leaves 
us nearly $91,050 short of the target funding. So, you can see 
we need your support for the future of your neighborhood NOW! 

Construction has already begun using the funds that are cur-
rently available- help us finish it! Donate NOW to provide a safe 
outdoor space for proper social distancing and exercise for 
your kids! 

What, exactly, are 
you asking for? 
A check,  
Made out to Spark,  
annotated  
AIMS SPARK PARK IN FMC— 
in whatever amount you feel 
is appropriate to provide 
this essential park for our 
neighborhood. 

The check should be mailed or 
delivered to: 

C AF MC  
60 3 W.  Main  St.  
H ous t on,  TX  770 06-5618 

Checks will be delivered to Spark 
by CAFMC. Please do not make 
your check payable to CAFMC, as 
you will lose your IRS deduction. 
Be certain the check is payable to 
Spark, to ensure you can deduct 
its full value come tax time.   

 

Please thank them for providing 
YOU with a park! 

Stephen Longmire ................... $2720 
Zack & Jessica Brown ..............$2000 
David & Leslie Turner ...............$1500 
Michael & Michelle Ayers ........ $1000 
Dr. James Wheeler ................... $1000 
Shine Chang.............................. $500 
Bruce Clark ............................... $500 
William Stewart ......................... $500 
Richard Peoples ........................ $500 
Margaret & Brooks Frazier ......... $500 
Sally Vaughn ............................. $500 
Donna Drennen ......................... $400 
Ravi & Claudette Bhandari ......... $300 
Viebig, McCommon & Assoc. ...... $250 
Karen Hurwitz ........................... $200 
Craig & Helga Addington ........... $150 
Ronald Boyd ................................ $50 
Cornelia Williams ........................ $50 
 
FMC Resident Total ............. $13,450 
 
CM Abbie Kamin ................... $18000 
TIRZ 27 .............................. $150000 
Spark ................................. $150000 

July 15, 2020 

Spark------------------------------ 

Lots ‘o’ Dollars make sense-------------- 
150,000.00 
Or whatever you can 

AIMS SPARK PARK in FMC 
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July 2, 2020 

You MUST wear a face covering  
over the nose and mouth while in a 
business or other building open to the 
public, as well as outdoor public 
spaces, whenever social distancing is 
not possible. 

he Montrose Center, a 
First Montrose Commons 
Neighborhood Patron, 

informs us that they have funds 
available now to assist those in 
need due to COVID-19.  

http://www.montrosecenter.org/category/covid-19/ 

The Montrose Center itself is also 
in need of financial donations to 
support its mission during 
COVID-19, as they rely heavily on 
room rentals which have been 
suspended since March. Please 
consider them in your charitable 
giving plans.  

 

Early Voting Begins Tuesday, October 13 
Covid-19 has changed nearly everything we hold dear. Let’s not let it interfere with the sacred civic 
duty to VOTE November 3! Go online now to https://votetexas.org and register to vote if you’re not al-
ready registered.  

Postal Service disruptions mean it is even more important to register early, and to VOTE EARLY so that 
every vote can be counted.  

“A county wide election in Harris County, on average, has over 750 polls open on Election Day which 
requires thousands of civic-minded citizens who are able to devote their time and effort to this process.” 

In Texas, at a minimum, to be eligible for appointment as an election worker/clerk a person must be a 
U.S citizen and a qualified voter of the territory of the election. High school students 16 years of age 
and older may serve as election clerks in Texas elections. High School  
Election Clerks must attend training, are paid for their service, and receive 
an excused absence from school. 

Multilingual persons are especially needed to assist voters at the polls  
during the elections.  

For details please visit the Harris County, Texas Clerk’s website:  

https://www.harrisvotes.com/PollWorkers?lang=en-US#WorkingAtThePolls  

 

National Night Out – 2020 Style 

Covid-19 precautions prevent us from throwing our usual National Night Out celebration, but we’ll do 
our best to observe the spirit of the evening. Residents are encouraged to decorate their porches or 
windows with bright blue lights to greet the Houston Police Patrol Parade as it winds its way through 
First Montrose Commons on Tuesday, October 6.  

We will also open a ZOOM Meeting room where you 
can meet your neighbors – and, just for fun, we hope 
you’ll wear your best plague mask – think Middle Ages 
Venice, Paris, or London! Be sure to feature your best 
ZOOM “bombers” (pets, kids, significant others) in your 
ZOOM chat – it’s all meant to be a fun moment in our 
challenging year.  

An Email with the link to the NNO 2020 ZOOM will be 
sent the first week in October. Get your masks and  
decorations ready! 

T
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If you own a business and wish to become a commercial member of  

First Montrose Commons, please contact us via our web page: 
https://firstmontrosecommons.org 

https://www.timberlinefitness.com 

 

 
eighborhood Patrons provide very 
substantial financial support to  
The Civic Association of  The First 
Montrose Commons, greatly 
facilitating our work to preserve and 
protect our unique historic urban 
neighborhood.  

If you own a business in or near First Montrose 
Commons and are interested in becoming a 
Neighborhood Patron, please contact us via email 
at president@firstmontrosecommons.org . We’d be happy 
to discuss this program with you! 
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It’s not too late 
to make a 
difference 

Complete the 9 questions of your 
2020 US Census Online Now! 

https://my2020census.gov/ 
 
Or you can scan the QR Code below 

 

he Nominating Committee 
was appointed at the July 
31 meeting of the CAFMC 

Board. The importance of secur-
ing motivated and qualified candi-
dates to fill all nine positions on 
the Board, coupled with the un-
certainties of the COVID-19 crisis 
was the reason this committee 
was appointed earlier than usual. 

Residential Members (who either 
live or own property in First Mont-
rose Commons) in Good Standing 
(2020 dues paid) may run for any 
of the 5 Officer or 4 Director posi-
tions on the Board. Commercial 
Members in Good Standing who 
own or operate a business within 
First Montrose Commons may run 
for any of the 4 Directors posi-
tions.  

All potential candidates must 
announce their intention to 
run by completing the Contact 
the 2020 Nominating Commit-
tee page on the FMC website 

We must elect a new Secretary for 
the Civic Association for 2021. 
This Officer’s Position is required 
by the Articles of Incorporation 
and cannot be vacant.  

The Bylaws allow the appointment 
of assistants for the Secretary 
and/or Treasurer. So if several 
people run for these positions, it 
is possible that those receiving 
less than the plurality of votes 
could be appointed as assistants 
by the new Board following the 
election. This is in fact an excel-
lent way to learn the ropes and 
gain valuable experience. 

Friday Sept. 18 Last Day to Pay to  
Vote in November FMC Elections 

Only days remain to pay your 2020 FMC Dues if you 
want to vote in the November FMC Elections.  

This year marks the first time Members in Good 
Standing will vote to approve Dues for next year set 
by the Board.    

As our dues lag far behind inflation over the past 27 years, 
Members should expect a recommendation to increase them to 
cover inflation. If you want a voice in how your Civic Association 
is run, NOW is the time to pay your 2020 dues so your voting 
privileges can be restored in time for the November 17 FMC 
Election. 

Sadly, our 200 in 2020 Membership Campaign seems destined 
to fall short – unless 59 residents pay their $10 dues before 

this Friday, September 18.  

You expect your Civic Association to act on your behalf with 
the City, but we cannot do that unless YOU contribute your 
fair share! 

Pay your 2020 dues online now  

https://firstmontrosecommons.org/payduespaypal/  

T
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All Applications for Certificates of Appropriateness MUST be filed ONLINE https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/hpt/Login.aspx 

Next HAHC Meeting – Thursday, September 24, 2020 3:00pm ONLINE via TEAMS 
https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/Commissions/HAHC.html for links to the TEAMS Meeting. 

A L E R T :  O C T O B E R  2 2 N D ,  2 0 2 0  H A H C  M E E T I N G  W I L L  N O T  O C C U R  
Please submit complete applications by September 2nd and you will be considered for review in the September 24th meeting.  

Please continue to submit your applications and staff will review for potential Administrative Approval. If they must be reviewed by 
HAHC, applications received between September 2, 2020 and October 27, 2020 will be heard on November 18, 2020 

As of September 14, 2020 no applications had been filed for a Certificate of Appropriateness in the FMCHD. 

Historic Home Vandalized 
by Vagrants 
Vagrants kicked in the side fence and back door at 603 Sul Ross and 
made off with a window air conditioner. HPD was called to the scene by 
multiple FMC residents, but with no perpetrator on scene and without a 
No Trespass Affidavit on file there was little they could do.  

All Property Owners in FMC are encouraged to file a No Tres-
pass Affidavit with HPD. This enables officers to enter your property 
to investigate and arrest criminal trespassers without the need to con-
tact you first. It is one of the few effective tools to reduce property 
crimes as the vagrant population swells in our area. 

I deliberately use the term “vagrant” because it perfectly describes 
the people committing these burglaries and thefts. 

vagrant: (n.) - a person without a settled home or regular 
work who wanders from place to place and lives by begging. 

Vagrants have also taken up residence at 803 West Alabama, a 
building slated for demolition where all the utilities have been 
disconnected. Their squatting in this abandoned apartment 
building presents a public health and safety risk. The owner of 
the building is legally required to secure it to prevent squatters 
entering, and we have been in contact with HPD command staff 
to see what can be done to secure the building. 

Have YOU answered the 

9 Questions 
that will  

Determine the Future 
of the  

United States  
for the  

Next Decade? 
So far only 50% have, and  

they determine YOUR future!  

It’s Fast, It’s EASY! It’s 
CONFIDENTIAL! It’s SECURE! 

https://my2020census.gov/ 

9 QUESTIONS 
10 MINUTES 

10 YEARS OF RESULTS! 

Although we believe the warranty 
period for the Street Reconstruc-
tion Project has passed, you 
should still report cracks in the 
concrete via the 311 app. Include 
a photo with a precise location. 

Use the Category – PWE CIP Project 

When prompted to Provide the 
project WBS Number if known – 
enter WBS N-000400-0001-4 

Properly formulated and pour con-
crete should not be cracking only 
two years after the project’s com-
pletion. We need your help to doc-
ument this so we can get action 
from the City of Houston. 

You can download the HPD No Trespass Affidavit from the 
FMC Website – under “City Services” on the left menu 
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TIRZ 27 is different! Instead of 
waiting to accumulate a huge in-
crement balance before reinvest-
ing it in Montrose, our TIRZ has 
pushed forward with bold, evi-
dence-based plans to improve our 
unique district. Even before the 
“Master Plan” was conceived, the 
TIRZ Board applied for a grant to 
be part of the HGAC Livable Cen-
ters Studies—in depth surveys of 
an area’s assets, history, culture, 
and needs, both structural and 
cultural. The Board felt strongly 
that their master plan should be 
based on evidence, and the Liva-
ble Centers Study will serve to in-
form the Board’s decisions about 
what projects it should pursue 
and in what order 

Last Thursday, September 10th, 
they presented a nearly 2-hr webi-
nar showcasing the initial findings 
of the study and seeking commu-
nity feedback and guidance as 
the study moves on to its next 
phases. You can watch the Face-
book stream of that webinar here:   

Unfortunately, the stream begins 
about 5 minutes into the webinar 
owing to technical difficulties.  
The Livable Centers Study is a 
unique opportunity for Montrose 
residents and workers to help 
shape the future of our neighbor-
hood over the next quarter cen-
tury!  
The TIRZ website has links to a 
self-guided tour of Greater Mont-
rose, focusing on 19 stops, each 
uniquely Montrose. You are en-
couraged to take the tour and 
then to complete the Livable Cen-
ters Questionnaire. 

https://montrosehtx.org/  
 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1190107981363906&extid=HLhXyVanDn6lTtB0  

Don’t be discouraged by the dates shown! The Livable Centers Study still very much wants input from Montroseans! 

Montrose Livable Centers Study Area Route of the Self-Guided Tour 

If you received one of these notices YOU must attend this important virtual 
meeting to protect your property interests. The Civic Association has no stand-
ing since we don’t own the affected properties. We are happy to advocate to pro-
tect our neighborhood, but the Planning Department listens to property owners. 
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The Civic Association of  The First Montrose Commons, Inc. is a not-for-profit 501(c)4 Corporation. Dues and Donations are NOT tax deductible under IRS 
Regulations. We meet at 7:00pm each third Tuesday, except April, October, and December. Residential Membership is open to anyone who lives or owns 
property in our incorporated area (bounded by W. Alabama, Richmond, Montrose and Spur 527-Milam). Dues are $10 per person per year, payable each 
January. Commercial Memberships are open to qualifying businesses and institutions subject to Board approval – see our website for details. 

The First Montrose Commons Historic District of the City of Houston is wholly contained within First Montrose Commons. It is the policy of our Civic 
Association to attend each meeting of the Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission to assure full compliance with the provisions of the City’s 
Historic Preservation Ordinance as it applies to our Historic District.  

 

 

 

2020 Board of Directors – The Civic Association of  The First Montrose Commons, Inc. 

 

HELPFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 

CRIMEREPORTS™ 
https://www.crimereports.com/  

LEXISNEXIS® | COMMUNITY CRIME MAP 
https://communitycrimemap.com 

 
EMERGENCIES -LIFE, PROPERTY IN 

IMMEDIATE DANGER     911 

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE 
(Parking Violation, Crime Report) 
      713-884-3131 

HPD NO DOPE HOTLINE    713-466-3673 

ALL OTHER CITY SERVICES        311 
 BEST TO USE SMARTPHONE APP   

NEXTDOOR.COM 
– South Montrose Group  

 
HIDE - LOCK – REPORT 

EVERYTHING! 

POLICE  PATROLS  ARE  DATA  DRIVEN 

T h e  S T R E E T  I S  N O T  Y O U R  G A R -

A G E  

 

©2020 The Civic Association of  The First Montrose Commons, Inc. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 

The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons 
 will meet via Zoom® Tuesday, September 15 at 7pm  

You will receive an email with a link and invitation 


