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26 Years Preserving Our History – Protecting Our Future 

—Failed to Pay Dues by March 1— 

ESPITE MULTIPLE EMAIL 

WARNINGS 103 Residential 

Members failed to pay dues 

as required before March 1, 

and their voting privileges were 

suspended. 

FMC Bylaws require suspension of 

voting privileges for any member 

whose dues are more than 60 

days in arrears. Further, once 

suspended, such members 

cannot vote on issues before the 

membership for 60 days following 

payment of the past due amount.  

                                     more p 2 & p 4 

D

First Montrose 
Commons Meeting 

March Meeting CANCELLED 
 

Due to the Citywide Public 
Health Emergency and CDC 

recommendations the March 
FMC meeting is cancelled.  

Additional Information will be 
posted at 

firstmontrosecommons.org 
when available 

Photo Courtesy of Paul Davis Photography - All Rights Reserved - http://paulrdavisphoto.com

The proposal to construct a Spark Park in the south parking area of AIMS, along 
West Main Street, has been approved, and we are now seeking funding to begin 
construction as soon as this school year lets out.  

Spark has already pledged $150,000 in support, and CAFMC, Spark, and AIMS have asked TIRZ 27 

for matching funds. The vote to approve these funds was cancelled due to the City-wide health 

emergency, however. The total estimated budget for this park is $430,000—which means that CAFMC 

and the AIMS PTO must raise nearly $150,000 in contributions, provided TIRZ 27 votes the requested 

matching funds.  

This project is much more than just another neighborhood pocket park. CAFMC and HISD have been 

working closely with FMC’s other school – the School for Young Children – to craft an interagency 

agreement that will permit SYC access to the park during school hours at specified times. This 

sharing of outdoor exercise space by both a public and a private school, each of which teaches 

specific language skills would be a unique collaboration, and we are pleased to report it’s very close 

to being finalized.                    more p 2 

NOTICE – Special Election May 19, 2020  
You cannot vote unless your dues are 

paid before March 20, 2020 
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Suspended …   from p 1 

These provisions were written into 

the original Bylaws to protect the 

assocaiton from a sudden influx 

of new members being able to 

join at a meeting and then vote 

against the interests of the 

neighborhood.  

Each monthly email 

announcement from CAFMC is 

customized based on your 

Membership status. Members in 

Good Standing receive emails 

that contain a “Thank you for your 

support” message and no links to 

renew or pay dues. Members 

whose dues are not current 

receive emails that contain 

multiple clickable links to pay 

their dues online, and the email 

itself has a red tinted 

background. 

We will put several important 

financial issues before the 

membership at the May 19 

meeting. Thus, members whose 

voting privileges are currently 

suspended have until Friday, 

March 20, 2020 to pay their dues 

if they wish to vote on the 

proposed amendments to the 

Bylaws and the expenditure of 

funds to support the Spark Park.  

ht tps:// firstm ontrosec om m ons.org/ pay duespay pal/  

 

District C Council Member 

Abbie Kamin 
districtc@houstontx.gov 

832-393-3004 

At Large 1 Council Member 

Mike Knox 

atlarge1@houstontx.gov 
832-393-3014 

At Large 2 Council Member 

David Robinson 
atlarge2@houstontx.gov 

832-393-3013 

At Large 3 Council Member 

Michael Kubosh 
atlarge3@houstontx.gov 

832-393-3005 

At Large 4 Council Member 

Letitia Plummer 
atlarge4@houstontx.gov 

832-393-3012 

At Large 5 Council Member 

Sallie Alcorn 

atlarge5@houstontx.gov 

832-3933017 

Decision on TIRZ Matching Funds Delayed Twice 

AIMS PTO Silk Roads Street Festival & Fundraiser Cancelled as  
HISD responds to COVID-19 

INANCIAL SUPPORT FROM OUR COMMUNITY is now even more 

critical to the success of the Spark Park project at AIMS. 

The AIMS PTO held a very well attended kick-off 

fundraiser March 29, and the enthusiasm and generosity 

of those at that event was inspiring. But the hard truth is that we 

must raise nearly $150,000 more if we are to have the park 

constructed as proposed.  

There are several scheduled fundraising events which have not 

yet been affected by the City & County measures against 

COVID-19. CAFMC will hold our April Foolishness on Saturday, 

April 25 in partnership with the AIMS PTO on the grounds of the 

Historic Milam House. The AIMS PTO will hold its Annual Gala 

this year at the new campus, 4001 Stanford on May 30. To show 

FMC’s support for this important endeavor, I purchased the first 

VIP table at the Gala so the FMC Board can attend this event.  

We will collect your contributions and deliver them to Spark. 

CAFMC continues to plan for April Foolishness 2020 – 

tentatively set for Saturday, April 25. Of course, our plans may 

change if warranted by the public health situation, but please 

reserve the date.  

In the meantime, we will gladly accept donation checks made 

out as above, and mailed to First Montrose Commons,  

603 W Main, Houston, TX 77006-5618 

Steve Longmire, President 

F
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CAFMC Board Sets Priorities for 2020 

Changes to Article 7 would require Board to set Membership Dues each September for following year 

he Board of Directors met March 6 at the Milam House to 

set priorities for 2020, review the finances of the Civic 

Association, discuss fundraising and agreements for the 

Spark Park, and to review and revise the Bylaws of the Civic 

Association. 

Steve Longmire reported that voting privileges for 103 residents 

of FMC were suspended on March 1, 2020 as required by the 

Bylaws for non-payment of dues. He told the Board that 

members at risk for suspension for non-payment were emailed 

at least twice during the week prior to March 1, but only 3 

residents responded to those emails. A discussion of ways to 

better engage the residents then 

ensued, including a neighborhood 

door-to-door walk to solicit 

membership in the Civic 

Association. No definitive action 

was taken on the issue, as funding 

for the Spark Park is pressing.  

Treasurer Jordana Goodman 

presented the statements from the 

IBC accounts and Certificate of 

Deposit, and Steve Longmire 

reviewed the PayPal account. As of March 6 the Civic 

Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc. had assets of 

$14,789.26 on deposit among these three accounts. Some 

discussion of ways we might increase our assets then followed, 

including placement of a donations box at each meeting or 

event to encourage donations to the Civic Association beyond 

the payment of dues.  

The need to raise funds for the Spark Park was discussed, and it 

was decided to promote the April Foolishness Party as a 

Fundraising event for this purpose. Further, Board members 

voted to seek approval from the Membership to donate ½ the 

Association’s assets (~$7,400) to the Spark Park. Additional 

donations will be solicited from our residents, as well as those 

from surrounding neighborhoods. Co-ordination of fundraising 

efforts between CAFMC and the AIMS PTO was encouraged.  

Discussion turned to amending the Bylaws to provide greater 

flexibility and ensure the financial security of the Civic 

Association going forward. Currently, Article 7 fixes the amount 

of both Residential and Associate Member annual dues at 

$10.00 per person and contains no provision to adjust these 

dues other than amending the Bylaws. The result of this 

inflexibility is that our dues have not kept up with inflation, and 

this limits what the Civic Association can do to meet the needs 

of our members. Had our dues kept pace with inflation, we 

would be charging $17.90 per 

person. Further, from 1993 – 

2015 dues were paid in cash or 

by check. This year, 85% of dues 

have been paid via PayPal, which 

charges $0.30 plus 2.2% of each 

transaction in fees, so that $10 

payment actually nets us $9.41.  

Payment of dues online offers 

many benefits to those who 

manage our finances and 

membership, so these fees  

are a reasonable cost of doing 

business—but they are fees 

nonetheless, and our dues have 

simply not kept pace with our cost 

of business. 

It is with this background that the 

Board now proposes amending 

Article 7 of the Bylaws as 

documented on page 4. Article 20 

of the Bylaws §20.01 states, 

“These Bylaws may be altered, 

amended, or repealed, and new 

Bylaws adopted by a two-thirds 

majority of the members present 

at any regular or special meeting, 

provided at least five (5) days 

written notice is given to the 

members.” Article 6 §6.02 

“Member in Good Standing No 

member may vote unless that 

member’s dues are current. 

§6.03 Active Voting Rights For the 

purpose of determining the 

members of the Association 

entitled to vote at any meeting, 

the membership of the 

Association shall be determined 

at the close of business on the 

sixtieth (60th) day preceding such 

meeting.” 

Please note that this news article 

does NOT constitute the official 

minutes of the Board meeting, but 

rather is intended to convey 

important news from that meeting.  

T

©2020  -
All Rights Reserved
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HPD Reports 
Thousands 
of Guns Stolen 
During Car 
Burglaries 

Burglary of a Motor Vehicle has 

long topped HPD’s list of crimes 

in Houston, but a Click2News 

investigation in partnership with 

HPD reveals a far more serious 

side of this irritating crime. Scan 

the QR Code above to watch 

Channel 2’s investigative report, 

results of which were presented 

at the Central PIP meeting 

recently. The take home message 

– Don’t leave your gun hidden in 

your vehicle! Get an in-vehicle gun 

safe. 

Note the area where the most of 

these guns were stolen! 

 

NOTICE of SPECIAL ELECTION on 
Proposed Amendments to Article 7 CAFMC Bylaws 

Approved by Unanimous Vote of the Board of Directors for submission to the Members 

V o t e  t o  b e  h e l d  T u e s d a y ,  M a y  1 9 ,  2 0 2 0  

ARTICLE SEVEN: DUES 

7.01 Rates. The annual dues shall be Ten and No/100 Dollars ($10.00) per person for 

Residential and Associate Members. The annual dues for Commercial Members shall be set by the 

Board at its sole and unilateral discretion. All dues for Residential and Associate Members are payable 

on January 1st of each year and are effective upon payment. All dues for each Commercial Member are 

immediately payable upon the initiation or the renewal of such membership and are effective upon 

payment. Dues paid in any given calendar year are for that year unless the member has paid twice, in 

which case, dues will advance to the next calendar year. 

Article 7.01 is repealed in its entirety and replaced with: 

 7.01.a Rates  The Board of Directors shall set the annual dues for RESIDENTIAL MEMBERS, 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS, and COMMERCIAL MEMBERS each September, to be effective for the following 
calendar year. 

 7.01.b Approval of Rates Required  Dues set by the Board in accordance with Article 7.01.a 
above shall require approval by a simple majority vote of the members present and eligible to vote at 
the November Meeting of the Association prior to the election of Officers and Directors, except that 
increases in the amount of dues greater than 25% (twenty-five percent) shall require approval by a 
vote of at least 60% (sixty percent) of the members present and eligible to vote at the November 
Meeting of the Association. There shall be no distinction between the class of Members voting 
(RESIDENTIAL, ASSOCIATE, or COMMERCIAL) so long as the vote is cast by a MEMBER IN GOOD 
STANDING at the time of the voting (Article 6.02; 6.03).  

 7.01.c Payment Due Dates  Payment of RESIDENTIAL or ASSOCIATE DUES is required on or 
before January 1st each year and is effective immediately upon payment. Payment of COMMERCIAL 
DUES is required immediately upon the initiation or renewal of such membership and is effective upon 
payment for one year from the date of payment. Dues become DELINQUENT the 60th (sixtieth) day 
following their due date, resulting in the loss of MEMBERSHIP IN GOOD STANDING STATUS, (required to 
vote).   

 7.01.d Application of Payments  Payments in a calendar year for RESIDENTIAL or ASSOCIATE 
MEMBERS shall be applied to that calendar year’s dues, EXCEPT—if the payment is made later than 60 
days prior to the November Meeting of the Association it shall be applied to the following year’s dues 
instead, and shall not confer voting privileges in contravention of Article 6.03; or if multiple payments 
are received during the calendar year, any payments in excess of the dues owed shall be considered 
donations to the Association unless the MEMBER requests a refund of such excess payments via 
email send through the Association Website to the TREASURER within one week of their receipt. The 
TREASURER SHALL NOT be required to notify MEMBERS of excess or multiple payments within a 
calendar year. Such payments may NOT be carried over into another calendar year in payment of 
subsequent year’s dues.  

 
https://www.click2houston.com/news/investigates/2020/02/15/thousands-of-guns-stolen-in-houston-during-car-burglaries/ 
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If you own a business and wish to become a commercial member of 

First Montrose Commons, please contact us via our web page: 

https://firstmontrosecommons.org 

https://www.timberlinefitness.com 

 

eighborhood Patrons provide very 

substantial financial support to  
The Civic Association of  The First 
Montrose Commons, greatly 
facilitating our work to preserve and 
protect our unique historic urban 
neighborhood.  

If you own a business in or near First Montrose 
Commons and are interested in becoming a 
Neighborhood Patron, please contact us via email 
at president@firstmontrosecommons.org . We’d be happy 
to discuss this program with you! 
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ear Friends and 
Neighbors, 

I have always known that Houston 
is resilient, and our resilience 
comes from all of us working 
together and looking out for each 
other. Now more than ever, our 
community needs your help to 
share accurate and helpful 
information, take steps to protect 
the vulnerable, and do your part 
to slow the spread of coronavirus 
(COVID-19). 

The City is working closely with 
Harris County, neighboring 
counties, and the Texas Medical 
Center on a regional response to 
the threat of coronavirus, most 
importantly expanding our testing 
capability. 

Here are updates and resources, 
and we will continue to keep in 
touch with additional information. 

What the City Is Doing 

To clarify some rumors that had 
been circulating online, the City of 
Houston is NOT closing down. All 
personnel will be at their posts on 
Monday, including me and the 
District C staff. 

Rest assured the City is taking 
extra care and measures to make 
sure environments are clean and 
safe. 

On Wednesday, Mayor Turner 
signed an emergency health 
declaration in response to the 
first documented case of 
community spread of coronavirus. 
As a result of the emergency 
order, which serves to help 
contain and mitigate the spread 
of COVID-19, all City-sponsored, 
produced, and permitted events 
in the month of March have been 
cancelled or postponed. When my 
office has a date for our 
rescheduled District C CIP 
meeting and the Flood Recovery 
Town Hall, we will share that 
information. 

The City also suspended water 
service disconnections 
throughout the City of Houston 

beginning on March 12, 2020, 
through April 30, 2020, because 
it is critically important that 
everyone in Houston have access 
to water regardless of ability to 
pay. Please note that you still 
need to pay your bill on time to 
avoid late fees. 

Municipal Court jury selection is 
cancelled for the week of March 
16-20. Jury duty has been 
cancelled for civil district courts 
as well. 

Houston Parks and Recreation 
Department (HPARD) programs 
relating to childcare will not be 
closed down. 

HISD schools are closed through 
March 30. For families on meal 
assistance programs, HISD is 
partnering with the Houston Food 
Bank to set up distribution 
locations. 

METRO is providing regular 
service and using an antibacterial 
disinfectant to clean vehicles and 
facilities. 

The City has been supplying our 
medical professionals in the 
Texas Medical Center with such 
equipment to allow them to 
remain safe while continuing to 
test for cases of coronavirus. 
Although requests have now been 
made at the State and Federal 
levels for additional Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE), the 
City is going to utilize our 
Economic Stabilization Fund to 
purchase additional PPE's. Health 
Officials have advised that the 
community at-large does not need 
PPE's, good hygiene habits and 
social distancing are the 
recommended steps to be taken. 

What You Can Do: 

The number one thing: Each of us 
must do our part to slow the 
spread, not only of the virus, but 
of rumors and misinformation. 

Please do not buy grocery or 
households items in bulk. Local 
groceries, including H-E-B, have 
assured their ability to restock 
shelves, so there is no need for 
you to buy more than a week’s 

worth of supplies. Please keep in mind other community 
members who also need to purchase household supplies. 

Faith leaders have not been directed to cancel services, but are 
urged to use discretion and ensure social distancing is 
practiced. Members who have travelled internationally or 
domestically in areas where there are cases of COVID19 should 
stay home and avoid physical contact with others. 

If you are sick and/or exhibiting cold or flu like symptoms, stay 
home. 

If you are a person with higher risk of severe illness, or are 60 or 
over, health experts recommend staying home and keeping your 
distance from large groups of people as much as possible, 
including public places with lots of people and large gatherings 
where there will be close contact with others. 

People at higher risk include: 

•People 60 and older 

•People with underlying health conditions including but not 
limited to heart disease, lung disease, or diabetes 

•People who have weakened immune systems 

•People who are pregnant 

Workplaces should enact measures that allow people who can 
work from home to do so. Taking these measures can help 
reduce the number of workers who come into contact with 
COVID19 and help minimize absenteeism due to illness. 

Avoid visiting hospitals, long-term care facilities, or nursing 
homes to the extent possible. If you need to go, limit your time 
there and keep six feet away from patients. 

If you are sick with symptoms like cough, fever, or other 
respiratory problems, please call your healthcare provider or call 
211 if you do not have health insurance and need to be 
connected to resources. 

If you are going to visit a healthcare facility and you are having 
these symptoms, please call ahead so the medical staff can 
prepare properly. 

Please stay informed through official resources such as Houston 
Office of Emergency Management and Harris County Public 
Health. Here are additional resources we recommend that you 
share with your friends, family, and networks:  

•Houston Health Department Call Center: 832-393-4220 
Hours: Weekdays from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Saturdays from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. The hotline will return voice messages left after 
hours the following day on a first-call, first-served basis. 

•Harris County Public Health Call Center: 832-927-7575 
Hours: Daily, 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

We all have a role to play in slowing the spread of coronavirus. 
Please help Houstonians and do your part. 

And remember: We ARE Houston Strong. 

Abbie Kamin 
Council Member, District C 

D 
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Action in the First Montrose Commons Historic District 
All Applications for Certificates of Appropriateness MUST be filed ONLINE https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/hpt/Login.aspx 

HAHC Meeting – Thursday, March 26, 2020 at 3:00pm  -- 900 Bagby City Council Annex Chambers 

Historic District Permit Holds Virtually Meaningless without Proper Vigilant Oversight 

Nonresident Property Owners Hire Contractors that Don’t Provide Accurate Plans to Permitting Office 

AILURE TO EXERCISE OVERSIGHT of 

the Historic District Permit Hold 

system is resulting in permanent, 

devastating loss of First Montrose 

Commons Historic Structures.  

The system is supposed to prevent 

issuance of permits by the Central 

Permitting Office for work within 

the City’s Historic Districts until the 

application for the permit is 

reviewed by staff in the Historic 

Preservation Office to be sure no 

Certificates of Appropriateness are 

required. In reality, if the 

contractor, in this case an HVAC 

Contractor, tells Central Permitting 

“I’m going to put in central air 

conditioning,” then the process is 

little more than a quick phone call 

and an “OK” from HPO. No proper 

engineering or construction plans 

seem to be required for this 

review.  

The result, - 4105 Garrott, yes, the 

SAME 4105 Garrott that was issued 

a Certificate of Remediation for 

removing the from porch façade 

just months ago – now sees the 

grotesque installation of galvanized 

ducks through its historic brick 

exterior, visible from two streets! 

We must have action on the part of the Planning & Permitting 

Directors to stop this loophole before our Historic district 

becomes nothing more than a footnote in history!  

.

F

4105 Garrott on Friday. March 13 – No HVAC Permits were displayed on site. This apartment is directly next door to 407 W Main, where 105 historic windows were removed 
without permits. Owners of each of these received Certificates of Remediation, yet the removal of historic material continues without apparent consequences.  

Contact Margaret Wallace-Brown - Margaret.WallaceBrown@houstontx.gov and CM Abbie Kamin districtc@houstontx.gov to let them know THIS MUST STOP NOW! 
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The Civic Association of  The First Montrose Commons, Inc. is a not-for-profit 501(c)4 Corporation. Dues and Donations are NOT tax deductible under IRS 

Regulations. We meet at 7:00pm each third Tuesday, except April, October, and December. Residential Membership is open to anyone who lives or owns 

property in our incorporated area (bounded by W. Alabama, Richmond, Montrose and Spur 527-Milam). Dues are $10 per person per year, payable each 

January. Commercial Memberships are open to qualifying businesses and institutions subject to Board approval – see our website for details. 

The First Montrose Commons Historic District of the City of Houston is wholly contained within First Montrose Commons. It is the policy of our Civic 

Association to attend each meeting of the Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission to assure full compliance with the provisions of the City’s 

Historic Preservation Ordinance as it applies to our Historic District.  

 

 

 

2020 Board of Directors – The Civic Association of  The First Montrose Commons, Inc. 

HELPFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 

CRIMEREPORTS™ 
https://www.crimereports.com/  

LEXISNEXIS® | COMMUNITY CRIME MAP 
https://communitycrimemap.com 

 
EMERGENCIES -LIFE, PROPERTY IN 

IMMEDIATE DANGER  �   911 

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE 
(Parking Violation, Crime Report) 
      713-884-3131 

HPD NO DOPE HOTLINE    713-466-3673 

ALL OTHER CITY SERVICES        311 
 BEST TO USE SMARTPHONE APP   

NEXTDOOR.COM 
– South Montrose Group  

 

HIDE - LOCK – REPORT 

EVERYTHING! 

POLICE  PATROLS  ARE  DATA  DRIVEN 

T h e  S T R E E T  I S  N O T  Y O U R  

G A R A G E  

 

Not even for “just a minute!” 

©2020 The Civic Association of  The First Montrose Commons, Inc. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


