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26 Years Preserving Our History – Protecting Our Future 

s in previous years our 

Membership Campaign got 

off to a great start, but has 

lost a bit of momentum. 

Our Bylaws require that we 

SUSPEND VOTING PRIVILEGES for 

any member whose dues are 

more than 60 days past due—that 

occurs for Resdiential Members 

on Sunday, March 1. Our Civic 

Association has maintained its 

Residential Dues at only $10 per 

person per year – far lower than 

other Civic Associations in our 

area, and far lower than the rate 

of inflation.   

The time has come to amend our 

Bylaws to permit the Board to 

set Residential Dues to cover 

our operating expenses and 

assure our financial stability 

over the long run.  

Accordingly, I intend to present to 

the Board an amendment 

authorizing the Board to set 

Residential Dues each year.  

If passed by the Board, this 

proposal will require final 

approval by the Residential 

Members IN GOOD STANDING  

60 DAYS PRIOR TO THE VOTE 

(likely to occur at the March FMC 

meeting).  

The only way to assure you can 

vote on this important issue is to 

pay your  

2020 Residential Dues  

BEFORE MARCH 1, 2020. 

Steve Longmire 

https://firstmontrosecommons.org/payduespaypal/ 

 

A Dear Friend, FMC Vice President, Talented Musician 

Josh Hamilton 
        1968-2020 
Josh Hamilton served as Vice 

President for First Montrose 

Commons in 2011 and 2012, 

always with a smile and a gentle 

manner. 

He entertained us at National Night Out. 

He inspired us in his valiant fight against 

glioblastoma – an insidious malignancy 

of the brain. 

Through it all, Josh maintained his 

sense of grace, courage and humor, 

even attending National Night Out this October despite his 

ongoing treatments. 

Josh passed away Monday, February 3 surrounded by his family 

at the Houston Hospice. We are all diminished by the loss of this 

kind neighbor.  

Services will be  

Friday, February 14 at 11:00am at  

Christ Church Cathedral, 1117 Texas Avenue 

Spark Park at AIMS 

Fundraising Begins 
ADDITIONAL $150,000 NEEDED 

undraising for the Spark Park begins this month, as 

Spark commits $150K and asks TIRZ 27 for matching 

funds. Attend the FMC Meeting Tuesday, February 18 for 

exciting updates on the plans to re-establish a park in First 

Montrose Commons this year. 

See more  (p 2�) 

A
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Two Hundred in 2020 Campaign  

Reaches 80 with just 17 Days Left 
March 1 is Deadline to Avoid Suspension of Voting Privileges 

First Montrose Commons 
Meeting 

Tuesday, February 18, 2020 
7:00-8:00pm 

 

 

Room 106, 401 Branard St. 
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HPD 
Westheimer 
Storefront 
CLOSED 
Permanently 

emolition has begun to 

clear the lots for  the new 

Montrose Collective 

development near Westheimer 

and Montrose. This marks the 

end of nearly 40 years of work 

between Neartown and HPD to 

improve community relations and 

policing in our neighborhoods. 

Residents will now have to report 

incidents by phone or online – or 

travel downtown to the nearest 

police station.  

The closure of our storefront 
must not deter us from 
reporting incidents, however. 

Indeed, it is now more important 

than ever that we remain 

engaged and report everything via 

the online system or non-

emergency number 

No Data=No Need to Patrol 

.   

District C Council Member 

Abbie Kamin 
districtc@houstontx.gov 
832-393-3004 

At Large 1 Council Member 

Mike Knox 

atlarge1@houstontx.gov 
832-393-3014 

At Large 2 Council Member 

David Robinson 
atlarge2@houstontx.gov 
832-393-3013 

At Large 3 Council Member 

Michael Kubosh 
atlarge3@houstontx.gov 
832-393-3005 

At Large 4 Council Member 

Letitia Plummer 
atlarge4@houstontx.gov 
832-393-3012 

At Large 5 Council Member 

Sallie Alcorn 

atlarge5@houstontx.gov 

832-3933017 

Community Financial Support Needed Now 

Spark Park Application 

Nears Decision Deadline 
ur neighborhood had access to park space on the north 

side of Montrose Elementary for nearly 60 years before 

that school was demolished to make way for HSPVA. 

The new high school meant paving over of that green 

space to provide needed parking. Now that once again we have 

an elementary school, both the school and the neighborhood 

need park space. This is what the Spark program was created to 

provide.  

Several designs have been proposed and we are closing in on a 

final plan. But constructing the park will require money. Spark 

provides some seed money. We are asking TIRZ 27 to match 

that seed money, and we need to match it as well.  

You don’t have to speak, but a strong showing of neighbors 
would be very helpful in persuading the Board to vote for the 
matching funds. For those who do wish to speak, you can sign 
up for up to 3 minutes at the beginning of the meeting. You 
don’t need to say much – just encourage to Board to support 
the funding of the Spark Park at AIMS construction.  

The AIMS PTO and parents will kick off the fundraising 

campaign February 29.  As President of FMC and a long time 

resident, I am encouraging everyone to contribute whatever 

amount you can so we can clearly demonstrate our support for 

this important restoration of park space within our historic 

neighborhood. Contributions for the Spark Park are tax 

deductible – as Spark is a 501(c)3 non profit organization.  

 

 

We will collect your contributions and deliver them to Spark. 

D
O
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Thinking Outside the Box 

Public Works to Consider NOT 

Rebuilding Brazos Exit from Spur 527, 

Replacing it with Greenbelt Instead! 
public meeting of the Westmoreland Civic Association 

February 10 was attended by more than 100 area 

residents to listen to Director of Traffic Operations Jeff 

Weatherford describe a proposal to radically improve safety at 

Westheimer and Bagby and Brazos Streets by not 

reconstructing the dilapidated overpass of Spur 527 at Brazos.  

Instead, Weatherford showed several alternatives—all of which 

involved replacing this concrete viaduct with a greenbelt, and 

pedestrian and bike routes to increase non-automotive safety 

while also reducing the accident rate of the notorious dogleg 

intersection of Westheimer with Spur 527. Attendees were 

pleasantly shocked at this radical departure from Houston’s 

historical approach towards traffic management.  

Weatherford stated that since the emergency closure of the 

ramp, there had been zero complaints – until word of the 

greenbelt proposal leaked. Then area developers complained 

that the loss of this ramp would cripple their businesses—that 

is, until they were should the very preliminary drafts of the 

greenbelt plans. Then their tone changed to one of surprise and 

support—many describing it as a new free amenity for their 

properties.  

To be sure, much remains to be done to finalize the details of 

the plan, and it will require some getting used to reverting from 

a nearly 60 year traffic pattern. But the possibility of restoring 

calm and quiet to several of Houston’s oldest residential 

neighborhoods is exciting to say the least, and Weatherford is to 

be applauded for his innovative thinking here. 

Public Comments about the concept are sought NOW: 

https://BuildForward@houstontx.gov  or www.buildhoustonforward.org  

The timeframe for public comments is short – through Feb 29. 

A copy of the pdf presented is also available on the FMC 

website.  

A greenbelt from Neartown to Midtown? 
                                             Unheard of! And long overdue! 

Did you Know… 
The ramps at Bagby and Brazos served as the original 

terminus of the new Southwest Freeway in 1959-60, before 

the present freeway was rerouted to connect with TX 288 and 

I-45 years later.  

Site Audit Reveals 
More than 50  
No Parking Signs 
Placed Incorrectly 
throughout FMC 

 site audit of No Parking 

Signs in FMC conducted 

two weeks ago revealed 

that more than 50 No Parking 

signs were either incorrectly 

placed or missing altogether. The 

audit was conducted after CM 

Alcorn’s office offered to help us 

resolve complaints about 

improperly located signs.  

The criteria used during this audit 

were: 1. The placement of the 

sign must be compliant with state 

law (i.e.—No Parking within 30 ft 

of a marked or controlled 

intersection; No Parking with 20 

feet of an unmarked intersection; 

No Parking within 15 ft. of a fire 

hydrant) 2. Special Circumstances 

(e.g. – School Bus Zone or pickup 

drop off zone, or significantly 

narrowed streets).  

We are compiling the results of 

the audit so we can file the 

required 311 requests for service 

to have the signs properly sited. 

Only after these signs have been 

properly sited and drivers have 

had adequate time to adjust to 

these placements can we then 

request a parking survey to 

properly assess the need for 

additional parking control 

measures in FMC.  

 

A
A 

Before the Spur- FMC had to contend 
with a different sort of cut-through 
travelers – this 1904 map shows the 
G.H. & S.A RR transecting our 
neighborhood. 
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MFAH  
Free  

Happy Hour 

Thursdays 
https://www.mfah.org/calendar/

happy-hour-thursdays 

ring your friends to a 

museum-style happy 

hour! General admission 

is free on Thursdays, and the 

MFAH is open late, so take 

advantage of the opportunity to 

discover your Museum at no cost. 

Explore the galleries, drop in on a 

tour, and get a drink at the bar. 

Hungry? Grab a bite from the 

evening’s food truck. 

Drinks for sale by credit card. 

Only ages 21+ may purchase and 

consume alcoholic beverages. 

The Museum is open until 9 p.m. 

on Thursdays. 

Drop in! This event is free.  

On Thursdays, Museum general 

admission is free, courtesy of 

Shell Oil Company. 

 

ESILIENT HOUSTON is focused on building resilience at every scale and is organized into five chapters. 

Each chapter identifies aspirational goals and specific actions for increasing the resilience of 

Houstonians, our neighborhoods, our bayous, our city, and our region. Resilient Houston sets 18 high-

level targets, corresponding with the strategy’s 18 goals that will be used to measure the progress and impact of 

the city’s resilience work: 

Making Houston more resilient begins with supporting Houstonians with tools and resources to be resilient as 

individuals. Our collective resilience improves when all Houstonians have the capacity to prepare for and adapt to 

an increasingly uncertain future, have access to employment and wealth-building opportunities, and enjoy a safe 

and healthy quality of life.  

• Provide at least 500,000 Houstonians with preparedness training by 2025. 
• 20,000 Hire Houston Youth Summer Jobs in 2020. 
• Zero traffic-related fatalities and serious injuries on Houston streets by 2030. 

Each of Houston’s 88 super neighborhoods has different resilience priorities, including flooding, air quality, 

displacement, and mobility. These challenges are best addressed by developing and implementing place-based 

solutions at the neighborhood scale.  

• Develop 50 neighborhood plans by 2030. 
• Invest $5 million in local artists to create resilience awareness projects across the city by 2025. 
• Plant 4.6 million new native trees by 2030. 
• Build at least 375,000 new homes across every income level by 2050 to welcome new residents to 

the City of Houston. 

Living safely with water and embracing the role of bayous as Houston’s front yard are essential to improving 

physical, environmental, and economic resilience.  

• Remove all habitable structures from the floodway by 2030. 
• Construct at least 500 miles of trails and bike lands by 2025. 

The City of Houston will lead by example to further embed climate readiness, equity, inclusion and resilience into 

all City policies and practices.   

• Carbon neutral by 2050 in accordance with the Paris Agreement. 
• 100 new green stormwater infrastructure projects by 2025. 
• Eliminate geographic disparities in life expectancy by 2050. 
• Appoint Departmental Resilience Officers in every City of Houston Department in 2020. 

By taking a regional approach to building resilience, we can extend the benefits of resilience planning to more 

communities while including additional partners who increase our capacity to meet these goals.  

• Attract or incubate 50 Energy 2.0 companies in Greater Houston by 2025. 
• Provide 100% of Houstonians access to high-frequency public transportation choices 

within a half-mile by 2050. 
• Conserve 24% of undeveloped regional lands as natural spaces by 2040. 
• Ensure that 100% of Houstonians and visitors have access to accurate, real-time 

emergency alerting by 2030. 
• Invest $50 billion in major recovery, mitigation, and modernization projects that increase 

resilience by 2040. 

B 

R 
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If you own a business and 

wish to become a  

commercial member of  
First Montrose Commons,  

please contact us via our 

web page: 

Strong 

neighborhood 
businesses help 

build strong 

neighborhoods

https://www.timberlinefitness.com 
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Safety Over Speed       Sometimes SLOWLY is the FASTEST Way to Get There 

Why VISION ZERØ Matters  https://visionzeronetwork.org/resources/safety-over-speed/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

eighborhood Patrons provide very 

substantial financial support to  
The Civic Association of  The First 
Montrose Commons, greatly 
facilitating our work to preserve and 
protect our unique historic urban 
neighborhood.  

If you own a business in or near First Montrose 
Commons and are interested in becoming a 
Neighborhood Patron, please contact us via email 
at president@firstmontrosecommons.org . We’d be happy 
to discuss this program with you! 
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Applications & Actions in the First Montrose Commons Historic District 

All Applications for Certificates of Appropriateness MUST be filed ONLINE https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/hpt/Login.aspx 

App No. Property 
Address 

App Type App Subtypes Historic District App Status Recommendation Final Action Review Cycle 

HP2019_0420 3912 Bute St Alteration Awning or 
Canopy 

First Montrose 
Commons 

Recommendation No 
Recommendation 

  2020-02 

HP2020_0015 609 Colquitt St Alteration Addition, Doors, 
Windows, Roof, 
Awning or 
Canopy 

First Montrose 
Commons 

Planner Assigned     2020-02 

HP2019_0181 503 Sul Ross St Alteration Windows First Montrose 
Commons 

Incomplete     2020-02 

HP2019_0417 3806 Garrott St Alteration Other First Montrose 
Commons 

Inactive     2020-01 

HP2019_0398 609 Colquitt St Alteration Addition, Doors, 
Windows, Roof, 
Awning or 
Canopy 

First Montrose 
Commons 

Final Action Deny Denied 2019-12 

HP2019_0409 609 Colquitt St 
No. Garage 

New 
Construction 

Accessory 
Building 

First Montrose 
Commons 

Final Action Approve Approved 2019-12 

HP2019_0337 3806 Garrott St Alteration Roof, Other First Montrose 
Commons 

Final Action Approve Approved 2019-12 

HAHC Meeting – Thursday, February 27, 2020 at 3:00pm  -- 900 Bagby City Council Annex Chambers 

AIA Houston to Host March 28-29  Register NOW – Space is Limited 
BASICS WORKSHOP (Saturday only, from 

8:00am–4:00pm) The workshop focuses on 

what’s known as the Mechanical Makeover, 

beginning with an introduction and 

demonstration on a double-hung window to 

explain the various parts and processes. 

Participants will then be guided through 

hands-on experience to understand the 

basics of getting a window working again. 

These basics will introduce both tools and 

concepts necessary to disassemble, replace 

sash rope, reconnect the weights and 

reassemble the window so that it functions 

properly from the foundation to every other 

aspect of window restoration.  

Early Registration: $65 AIA members / 
$75 non-AIA members Registration: $85 
AIA members / $95 non-AIA members  

MICROSKILLS WORKSHOP (Saturday 

and Sunday, from 8:00am–4:00pm) In 

addition to attending the Basics Workshop 

on Saturday, participants will be introduced 

to the tools and MicroSkills of window restoration on Sunday. These include 

proper tools and techniques window restorers use to quickly strip sash to bare 

wood and remove the glass with minimal breakage. Participants will be shown how 

to safely cut glass, bed and reglaze a sash. Participants will learn various other 

MicroSkills as each window’s context determines and time allows.  

Early Registration: $150 AIA members / $200 non-AIA members  
Registration: $200 AIA members / $250 non-AIA members  

EARLY REGISTRATION THROUGH MARCH 12, 2020.  

SPACE IS LIMITED. VISIT AIAHOUSTON.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION.
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The Civic Association of  The First Montrose Commons, Inc. is a not-for-profit 501(c)4 Corporation. Dues and Donations are NOT tax deductible under IRS 

Regulations. We meet at 7:00pm each third Tuesday, except April, October, and December. Residential Membership is open to anyone who lives or owns 

property in our incorporated area (bounded by W. Alabama, Richmond, Montrose and Spur 527-Milam). Dues are $10 per person per year, payable each 

January. Commercial Memberships are open to qualifying businesses and institutions subject to Board approval – see our website for details. 

The First Montrose Commons Historic District of the City of Houston is wholly contained within First Montrose Commons. It is the policy of our Civic 

Association to attend each meeting of the Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission to assure full compliance with the provisions of the City’s 

Historic Preservation Ordinance as it applies to our Historic District.  

 

 

 

2020 Board of Directors – The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc. 

HELPFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 

CRIMEREPORTS™ 
https://www.crimereports.com/  

LEXISNEXIS® | COMMUNITY CRIME MAP 
https://communitycrimemap.com 

 
EMERGENCIES -LIFE, PROPERTY IN 

IMMEDIATE DANGER  �   911 

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE 
(Parking Violation, Crime Report) 
      713-884-3131 

HPD NO DOPE HOTLINE    713-466-3673 

ALL OTHER CITY SERVICES        311 
 BEST TO USE SMARTPHONE APP   

NEXTDOOR.COM 
– South Montrose Group  

 

HIDE - LOCK – REPORT 

EVERYTHING! 

POLICE  PATROLS  ARE  DATA  DRIVEN 

T h e  S T R E E T  I S  N O T  Y O U R  

G A R A G E  

 

Not even for “just a minute!” 

©2020 The Civic Association of  The First Montrose Commons, Inc. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


