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26 Years Preserving Our History – Protecting Our Future 

ear Reader, 

This month is either 

the start of the ending 

year of the teens or 

the beginning of the twenties—

either way, it marks a change and 

so we retire the former design of 

On Common Ground in favor of a 

newer version in hopes that it will 

be both more legible and easier 

to maintain than the last.  

It has been my pleasure to serve 

as reporter, editor, production 

manager, typesetter, & designer 

for our newsletter for 13 of its 26 

years. I hope someone out there 

might step up this year to help 

continue this publication as the 

authoritative source for 

information about our unique 

historic neighborhood. So, if you 

have a Charles Foster Kane 

hidden deep inside your soul- 

yearning to be freed, just let us 

know and we can see what new 

inspiration you can bring to On 

Common Ground. 

Steve Longmire 

Two Hundred in 2020 

Campaign Reaches 50 

Members in First 6 Weeks 
 

First Montrose Commons’ push to 

reach 200 paid Residential 

Members—the 200 in 2020 

Campaign—is off to a great start, 

as 50 members have already 

renewed or joined as of 

January 9th. This includes new 

members who signed up via the 

free newsletter subscription link 

on the website, and then decided 

to join as paid members.  

Your Civic Association remains 

one of the most actively engaged 

in Houston, and we’ve not 

increased our dues since our 

founding 26 years ago. They 

remain just $10 per person per 

year. Do your part to continue this 

legacy—join or renew your 

membership online today. 

https://firstmontrosecommons.org/payduespaypal/  

Mayor Turner, Council Members Sworn in During High Energy 

Inaugural at Wortham Center 

Rousing Entertainment,  
Big Promises Mark  

Second Term Inauguration 
Mayor Sylvester Turner, Controller Chris Brown, and 16 Council 

Members were sworn in January 2nd at an extravagant ceremony 

at the Gus Wortham Center featuring entertainment ranging 

from opera to choral to mariachi and hip hop to rousing 

spirituals. 

Turner’s fiery speech highlighted his first term accomplishments 

and outlined his bold plans for the second term: 400 additional 

Houston Police Officers; reducing the homeless street popula-

tion to 3,500; a plan within 60 days to identify Houston streets 

most in need of repair, followed by a partnership with Harris 

County to accomplish the repairs; and a new streamlined permit 

approval process for victims of Hurricane Harvey within the 

month.  

Immediately following the ceremony, the Mayor and Council 

were shuttled over to City Hall for a Council Meeting at which 

Turner’s choice for Mayor Pro Tem, CM Dave Martin (E) and 

Council’s choice for Vice Mayor Pro Tem, CM Martha Castex-

Tatum (K) were approved by Council. This continues the practice 

of appointing District Council Members to serve as Mayor during 

his absence, a position in which they are meant to represent the 

entire City of Houston, rather than their own District. We have 

seen the unintended consequence of such appointments 

before. An inevitable conflict of interest ensues as the duties of 

representing a single District must give way to those of 

representing the entire City—but there are 5 At Large Council 

Members who are charged to represent the entire City. (p 2�) 

D 

First Montrose Commons 
Meeting 

Tuesday, January 21, 2020 
7:00-8:00pm 

 

 

Room 106, 401 Branard St. 
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Rousing Inaugural (cont. from p 1) 

here are clear reasons Turner 

chose Martin– District E has 

suffered severe repetitive flood-

ing, and the Mayor wants solu-

tions to that problem; Castix-

Tatum’s District K straddles 

across both Harris and Fort Bend 

Counties and has long been 

shortchanged of city services. 

Both these Council Members won 

re-election, and each has argued 

passionately for the interests of 

their Districts. It is hoped that 

their new responsibilities will not 

interfere with the high level of 

engagement each has demon-

strated in serving their District 

constituents.  

50% Women – At Last!! 
This Council also has a record 

number of women serving – 

presently 8 of the 16 seats. The 

runoff for the District B seat is still 

tied up in the courts and will not 

be decided until later this Spring. 

Former Incumbent Jerry Davis 

continues to serve as interim 

Council Member until the run-off 

can be held. 

HOUSTON  
POLICE PATROLS 

are 

DATA DRIVEN 
Report suspicious activity to  

713-884-3131 

District C Council Member 

Abbie Kamin 
districtc@houstontx.gov 
832-393-3004 

At Large 1 Council Member 

Mike Knox 
atlarge1@houstontx.gov 
832-393-3014 

At Large 2 Council Member 

David Robinson 
atlarge2@houstontx.gov 
832-393-3013 

At Large 3 Council Member 

Michael Kubosh 
atlarge3@houstontx.gov 
832-393-3005 

At Large 4 Council Member 

Letitia Plummer 
atlarge4@houstontx.gov 
832-393-3012 

At Large 5 Council Member 

Sallie Alcorn 

atlarge5@houstontx.gov 

832-3933017 

Dozing Duo Defies Gravity, Common Sense 

rescuers were amazed to find no one 

seriously injured when they arrived in 

the 3900 block of Jack St. following 

this rollover collision with a utility pole. Reports say both the 

driver and his passenger had apparently fallen asleep as they 

sped down Jack before hitting the curb and becoming airborne. 

The force of the impact severed the utility pole and flipped the 

car on its roof. Both escaped the vehicle and were sitting on the 

opposite curb as rescuers arrived. 

Kudos to the utility maintenance linemen who managed to 

replace the broken pole in only two days. This was no way to 

welcome the first week of 2020! 

“Dear Citizen” Social Security Scam 

Overwhelms Verizon Subscribers 

he call begins “Dear Citizen, This is Department of the Social 

Security Administration. The reason of this call is to inform you 

that your Social Security number has been suspended for suspicion of 

illegal activity. If you do not contact us immediately, your account will be 

deactivated.” It then goes on to prompt you to press 1 if you believe this 

is an error. If you do, a very rude male answers “Social Security 

Administration – how can I help you?” If you ask any questions he 

immediately hangs up. 

Verizon subscribers have been bombarded this first week of January 

with these robocalls, receiving dozens per day. The Caller ID is nearly 

always an 800 number, followed by randomly generated 7 digits. The 

calls come through whether or not you have enabled the new Verizon 

Call Filter account feature.  

The important thing is – DO NOT GIVE ANY INFORMATION to anyone 

making these calls. The Social Security Administration NEVER calls by 

telephone.

T

HFD

T

Did you know? 

In Houston, the Mayor nomin-
ates the Council Member to 
serve as Mayor Pro Tem, and 
the City Council chooses its 
nominee for Vice Mayor Pro 
Tem. These appointments 
are then voted on by Council 
(including the Mayor). 

 Saturday, January 4, 2020 
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The Montrose Center Continues 
as First Montrose Commons’  
First Patron-Level Member 

he Montrose Center, founded in 1978, moved to First 

Montrose Commons in June 2007, and has expanded 

the range of services it offers to Houston’s LGBTQ+ 

community ever since. The Center has been a true working 

partner with our Civic Association right from the start and was 

among the first commercial or institutional properties to sign 

the petition to form our Historic District.  

They were also our first Patron Level Member, and continue that 

support uninterrupted this year, renewing their membership the 

first week of January. In addition to the substantial financial 

support, The Montrose Center has provided our Civic 

Association with meeting space and event space.  

The Montrose Center, a 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation, relies on 

donations to provide its critical services to the community. 

Donations are tax deductible and you can find out how you can 

help this neighbor who has helped FMC so much over the years 

at https://montrosecenter.org . 

Our thanks to Ann Robison and Don’L Nichol for all their help 

this past year! 

Vacancy on First Montrose Commons Board 

Director of Membership 

Candidates Sought to Fill 
Critical Post 

e failed to fill the position of Director of Membership on 

the FMC Board during the November 2019 election, so 

we are seeking candidates to fill this vacancy. The Director of 

Membership position was created by the Board to recruit 

Commercial and Residential Members to join the Civic 

Association, since we no longer deliver printed newsletters 

throughout the neighborhood.  

You must be a current member in good standing (have paid your 

2020 CAFMC Dues) and be willing to actively recruit new 

members to join the Civic Association—that’s it! It may sound 

simple, but this function is critical to the continued vitality of our 

neighborhood. If you love to walk and socialize along the way, 

this could be the perfect way to give back to your neighborhood. 

Contact president@firstmontrosecommons.org if you will help. 

What Is  

       Shiplap? 
True shiplap 

https://thecraftsmanblog.com/no-joanna-thats-not-shiplap/ 

hiplap, like tongue and 
groove, has a special rabbet 
or notch cut on the edges of 
the board. These rabbets 

allow the boards, when installed 
horizontally, to self-space themselves 
and keep water from getting behind 
them because they fit so perfectly. 

Shiplap is mostly found in siding 
designs because of the need for 
consistent spacing and water tightness, 
but it can be found in other places. The 
lapped joint is one of the simplest you 
can use to accomplish the spacing and 
water stopping needs, which is why 
shiplap was and is so popular. 

Once installed, shiplap can look just like 
regular wood boards because the 
rabbets are hidden, so yes, it can be 
hard to tell it apart from regular 
sheathing boards to the untrained eye, 
but it is different. 

There are various profiles of siding 
available in shiplap too. Sometimes it’s 
just flat shiplap boards and other times 
you can find profiles like Novelty Drop, 
Dolly Varden, or the poorly named but still 
attractive #117 lap siding.

”
 

New Newsletter Layout 

Poses Problems When 

Printing 

he new design of On 

Common Ground uses 

simpler and larger fonts to 

improve legibility, but to accom-

modate this change, the side 

margins have been reduced to 

only ⅛-inch. Many printers cannot 

print within this area, so the text 

will appear cut off.  

We hope you’ll find it easier and 

more ecologically responsible to 

read the newsletter online on your 

tablet, computer or even over-

sized phone, but if you must print, 

then chose the “Print to Fit” or 

“Scale to Fit” option. This will 

shrink the page down, leaving a 

thin unprinted margin around the 

edges, but preserving all the 

content.  

You can always access back 

issues of On Common Ground 

online at https://firstmontrosecommons.org  

– just click the News option on 

the menu. 

Incredible! 
December PIP Report Lists  

Only 6 Crimes in FMC 

ecember’s PIP Report from 

HPD lists only 6 crimes in 

FMC: 4 BMV’s, 1 auto theft, & 1 

theft. Three of the 4 BMV’s 

involved vehicles parked near the 

Siphon/Argyle League shops on 

W Alabama and around the 

corner on Sul Ross. This again 

points to the need to leave 

NOTHING inside your parked 

vehicle – EVER!  

But this low number of incidents 

is likely due to failure to report to 

HPD. If you don’t report – it didn’t 

happen!  HPD  713-884-3131 

T

W

“S

T

D

117 lap siding 

Dolly Varden siding 
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Chevron Houston Marathon Closures January 19 
Additional Closures Downtown January 18 for We Are Houston 5K – See http://bit.ly/36BoRBs for more information. 

 

https://firstmontrosecommons.org/payduespaypal/  
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If you own a business and 

wish to become a  

commercial member of  
First Montrose Commons,  

please contact us via our 

web page: 

Strong 

neighborhood 
businesses help 

build strong 

neighborhoods

https://www.tim
berlinefitness.co
m
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From Fifth Instar to Cozy Cocoon  

Texas’ Nonmigratory Monarchs 
his article was inspired by 

an FMC resident’s concern 

for monarch caterpillars 

recently hatched just prior to an 

expected freeze. So, after some 

digging, I learned Texas plays host 

to two different populations of 

Danaus plexippus—one 

permanent, and one migratory. It 

is this first population we will 

describe here. 

Monarch butterflies are members 

of a family that has specialized to 

feed on milkweeds—plants that 

produce a milky sap containing 

potent cardiotoxins akin to 

digitalis. These clever insects 

have become tolerant of these 

poisons, and even concentrate 

them strategically to ward off 

predators. Throughout their life 

cycle they may concentrate them 

over their skin, (as instars), or in 

their wings and abdomens (as 

adults).  

The nonmigratory Monarchs feed 

on several species of milkweed 

native to Texas, and increasingly 

on non-native tropical varieties 

planted by gardeners. These 

tropical varieties are more likely 

to harbor a highly infectious 

parasite, Ophryocystis elektroscirrha, 

which significantly weakens 

Monarchs and decreases their 

survival rate. Migratory Monarchs 

are also infected, but because 

their migration involves at least 

three generations along the route, 

infected butterflies are culled 

along the arduous route, ensuring 

the species survives.  

Gardeners can help reduce the 

transmission of this parasite by 

pruning milkweed back to a length of 4-5 inches each time the 

leaves have been eaten—allowing the plant fresh growth with a 

lower parasite load.  

So what about this freezing business? 

Monarchs mature after hatching through 5 instar stages 

(caterpillars) before pupating and emerging as adult—during 

warm months this can take as little as 25 days. In cooler 

weather, however, overwintering populations can slow things 

down in in pupal stage—for as long as seven weeks—thus 

protecting themselves from freezing. The greater risk is that a 

prolonged freeze will kill off their food source – the milkweed.  

Texas A&M reports that Monarch populations have rebounded 

recently (no one knows why) after fears of a population crash 

due to insecticides and loss of habitat. We can help this trend 

by planting native Texas species of milkweed to which our 

populations are well suited, rather than more exotic tropical 

varieties. There are even invasive species from Europe now 

which produce a different toxin that kills our Monarchs.  

Native is Best – be sure to ask your nursery if what you’re 

buying is a native Texas species. Or go online  

https://tpwd.texas.gov/publications/pwdpubs/media/pwd_rp_w7000_1803.pdf 

T

 

eighborhood Patrons provide very 

substantial financial support to  
The Civic Association of  The First 
Montrose Commons, greatly 
facilitating our work to preserve and 
protect our unique historic urban 
neighborhood.  

If you own a business in or near First 
Montrose Commons and are interested in 
becoming a Neighborhood Patron, please 
contact us via email at 
president@firstmontrosecommons.org . We’d be 
happy to discuss this program with you! 



7 

 

January 2020 
Volume 26 Number 1 

On Common Ground 

Applications & Actions in the First Montrose Commons Historic District 
Applications for Certificates of Appropriateness – All must be filed online at https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/hpt/  

App No. 

Property 
Address 

App Type App Subtypes Historic District App Status Recommendation Final Action Review Cycle 

HP2019_0420 3912 Bute St Alteration Awning or Canopy 
First Montrose 
Commons 

Planner 
Assigned 

    2020-01 

HP2019_0417 

3806 Garrott 
St 

Alteration Other 
First Montrose 
Commons 

Inactive     2020-01 

HP2019_0181 

503 Sul Ross 
St 

Alteration Windows 
First Montrose 
Commons 

Incomplete     2020-01 

HP2019_0398 

609 Colquitt 
St 

Alteration 
Addition, Doors, Windows, 
Roof, Awning or Canopy 

First Montrose 
Commons 

Final Action Deny Denied 2019-12 

HP2019_0409 

609 Colquitt 
St No. Garage 

New 
Construction 

Accessory Building 
First Montrose 
Commons 

Final Action Approve Approved 2019-12 

HP2019_0337 

3806 Garrott 
St 

Alteration Roof, Other 
First Montrose 
Commons 

Final Action Approve Approved 2019-12 

HP2019_0374 

618 Branard 
St No. A 

New 
Construction 

Accessory Building 
First Montrose 
Commons 

Final Action Approve Approved 2019-11 

HP2019_0339 

618 Branard 
St 

Alteration Addition, Windows 
First Montrose 
Commons 

Final Action 
Approve With 
Conditions 

Approved With Conditions 2019-10 
 

HAHC Meeting – Friday, January 24, 2020 at 2:00pm  -- 900 Bagby City Council Annex Chambers 

Proposed Revisions to 

Historic Preservation 

Ordinance to be 

Presented at January 24 

HAHC Meeting 

s first reported in the Sept. 

2019 newsletter, the City 

intends to revise Ch. 33 The 

Historic Preservation Ordinance. As 

a result of comments from the 

public, including FMC, the proposal 

up for discussion no longer 

contains any changes to the 

appellate process. The presentation 

of the current proposal is slated for 

Jan. 24 at 2pm during the HAHC 

meeting at 900 Bagby. The 

currently proposed changes markup 

is included as a supplement at the 

end this edition of On Common 

Ground. FMC will discuss these 

proposed changes at our  

January 21st (7pm) meeting. 

You are strongly encouraged to 

participate in FMC’s discussion 

January 21. 

Redevelopment of 618 Branard as  

12-student Housing Unit  

he historic house at 618 Branard, site of the first Bering Omega 

Hospice House, has been bought by Owl Properties and is being 

converted into a 12-person student housing unit for Rice University 

students. The issue of required off-street parking appears not to have 

been addressed during the permitting process. Properties within 

Historic Districts are allowed a 40% reduction in off-street parking; this 

would mean Owl must provide for 7.2 spaces off-street—they are 

constructing a 2-car garage. The addition of up to 10 additional on-

street vehicles in the 600 block of Branard is problematic given the 

location of Bering Omega (Avenue360) and the MHMRA facility there. 

Historic District restrictions prohibit the use of front yard parking pads.

A

T
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The Civic Association of  The First Montrose Commons, Inc. is a not-for-profit 501(c)4 Corporation. Dues and Donations are NOT tax deductible under IRS 

Regulations. We meet at 7:00pm each third Tuesday, except April, October, and December. Residential Membership is open to anyone who lives or owns 

property in our incorporated area (bounded by W. Alabama, Richmond, Montrose and Spur 527-Milam). Dues are $10 per person per year, payable each 

January. Commercial Memberships are open to qualifying businesses and institutions subject to Board approval – see our website for details. 

The First Montrose Commons Historic District of the City of Houston is wholly contained within First Montrose Commons. It is the policy of our Civic 

Association to attend each meeting of the Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission to assure full compliance with the provisions of the City’s 

Historic Preservation Ordinance as it applies to our Historic District.  

 

 

 

2020 Board of Directors – The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc. 

HELPFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 

CRIMEREPORTS™ 
https://www.crimereports.com/  

LEXISNEXIS® | COMMUNITY CRIME MAP 
https://communitycrimemap.com 

 
EMERGENCIES -LIFE, PROPERTY IN 

IMMEDIATE DANGER  �   911 

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE 
(Parking Violation, Crime Report) 
      713-884-3131 

HPD NO DOPE HOTLINE    713-466-3673 

ALL OTHER CITY SERVICES        311 
 BEST TO USE SMARTPHONE APP   

NEXTDOOR.COM 
– South Montrose Group  

 

HIDE - LOCK – REPORT 

EVERYTHING! 

POLICE  PATROLS  ARE  DATA  DRIVEN 

T h e  S T R E E T  I S  N O T  Y O U R  

G A R A G E  

 

Not even for “just a minute!” 

©2020 The Civic Association of  The First Montrose Commons, Inc. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
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Chapter 33, Articles I and Article VII - Amendments to Historic Preservation 

ARTICLE I.  IN GENERAL 

Sec. 33-3. Duties. 

The department, under the supervision of the director, is charged with the responsibility for the 
preparation of all plans, drawings and reports on all matters within the jurisdiction of the department and 
shall perform such other duties as may be assigned by the commission and the city council. The planning 
official is authorized to use any and all available enforcement mechanisms to enforce and require 
compliance with the provisions of this Code assigned to the department. 

Remainder of Article I is unchanged.   

ARTICLE VII.  HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

Sec. 33-202. Scope 

(a) The provisions of this article apply to the alteration, rehabilitation, restoration, construction, 
relocation and demolition of any building, structure, object or site that is designated as a 
landmark or protected landmark or that is located within an historic district or an 
archaeological site and to the excavation of any archaeological site. 

(b) Nothing in this article shall be construed to authorize the city to regulate the use of any 
building, structure or property.  

(c) Nothing in this article shall be construed to authorize the city to regulate the interior 
characteristics of any building or structure, provided that any change in the interior 
characteristics of a landmark, protected landmark, or contributing structure in an historic 
district that has the effect of changing any exterior feature shall be subject to the terms of 
this article. Other provisions of this Code, the Construction Code, the Fire Code or state or 
federal law or regulation that are applicable to any building, structure, object or site that is 
subject to the provisions of this article shall continue to apply.  

(d) This article does not abrogate or annul any restrictive covenant contained or incorporated 
by reference in a properly recorded map, plat, replat, declaration, or other instrument filed 
in the county real property records, map records or deed records. Any property designated 
as a landmark, protected landmark, or archaeological site or included within an historic 
district shall remain subject to the provisions of any restrictive covenants applicable to the 
property, and the restrictive covenants shall remain fully enforceable. 

(e) The provisions of this article shall apply to buildings, structures, objects or sites that are 
owned by the United States of America, the State of Texas or a political subdivision of the 
State of Texas; provided such entities are not otherwise exempted from this article by law.  

(f) Prior to any amendment of this article, the HAHC shall conduct one public hearing to solicit 
public comments on the proposed amendments. The HAHC may make recommendations 
to the city council with respect to the proposed amendments. The provisions of this 
subsection shall not apply to any amendment to correct clerical errors or to make non-
substantive changes in this article.  
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(g) Obtaining any approval under this article shall not be interpreted to excuse or relieve any 
person, property owner, or contractor from compliance with any state laws or other 
ordinances of the city as the same shall apply.  

Sec. 33-203. Enforcement and penalties; remedies cumulative; other action not limited. 

(a) The procedures set forth in this article are cumulative of all other remedies available to the city 
relating to the subject matter hereof. Specifically, the city attorney may institute any legal action 
necessary to enforce this article or enjoin or otherwise cause the abatement of any violations 
hereof, including legal action necessary to recover damages or require restoration or 
reconstruction under section 315.006 of the Texas Local Government Code. The city council 
finds that alteration, rehabilitation, restoration, construction, relocation or demolition of any 
building, structure, object or site that is subject to the provisions of this article without a certificate 
of appropriateness as required under this article adversely affects the structural, physical or 
visual integrity of the building, structure, object or site. 

(b) The building official shall not issue a building permit for any activity that requires a certificate 
of appropriateness pursuant to this article unless the applicant for the building permit presents 
a certificate of appropriateness or a 90-day waiver certificate issued pursuant to section 33-
250 of this Code. The building official or planning official shall use any and all available 
enforcement mechanisms to enforce and require compliance with the provisions of this Code. 

(c) Any person who violates any provision of this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon 
conviction, shall be punished by a fine of not less than $50.00 nor more than $500.00 for each 
violation. Each day during which any violation of this article continues shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

(d) If a landmark or protected landmark, archaeological site, or a contributing structure located in 
an historic district is demolished without a certificate of appropriateness required by this article 
or, in the case of a landmark or archaeological site only, a 90-day waiver certificate issued 
pursuant to section 33-250 of this Code, or is ordered to be demolished by the city for public 
safety reasons after property owner has received notice of neglect pursuant to section 33-254 
of this Code, the building official shall not issue a building permit, and no other person shall 
issue any other city permit, for the site where the landmark, protected landmark or structure 
was formerly located for a period of two years after the date of the demolition. After the period 
of two years after the date of demolition has elapsed, the HAHC may approve a certificate of 
appropriateness for new construction on the site of the demolished structure only if the size 
and dimensions of the new construction are substantially similar, and not larger, than the 
demolished structure. After a period of ten years after the date of demolition has elapsed, the 
HAHC may approve a certificate of appropriateness for new construction on the site of the 
demolished structure without the limitation imposed by this section. New construction approved 
pursuant to this section shall not be eligible to receive a certificate of appropriateness for 
demolition or relocation before ten years after the date of demolition. 

(e) If activity that requires a certificate of appropriateness is performed outside the scope of a 
certificate of appropriateness, which for purposes of this section shall include work done 
without a certificate of appropriateness, the building official shall not issue a permit, and no 
other person shall issue any other city permit, except as required to perform work required 
under a certificate of remediation under this subsection, for the site where the activity 
occurred until either: 
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(1) The commission issues a certificate of appropriateness for the work that was performed 
outside the scope of a certificate of appropriateness; or 

(2) The commission finds that the work that was performed outside the scope of a certificate 
of appropriateness does not satisfy the criteria of this article and issues a certificate of 
remediation for the work that was performed outside the scope of a certificate of 
appropriateness; and the commission may, as a condition of granting the certificate of 
remediation, also require that the applicant repair, reconstruct, or restore all or part of 
the work that was done without a certificate of appropriateness prior to the issuance of 
any permits besides those required for the reconstruction or restoration, using as many 
historically appropriate or salvage materials as are reasonably available. 

Sec. 33-206. Fees. 

(a) The fees for this article are set forth in the city fee schedule. Payment of any applicable fees 
when due is a condition of the processing of any application or action required by this article. 
The director may, from time to time, with the assistance of the department of finance, pursuant 
to city policies and procedures, prepare and submit for city council approval fees that shall be 
paid by an applicant or individual for services performed by the city in accordance with the 
administration or enforcement of this article.  

(b) Unless otherwise specified in the city fee schedule, application fees for work performed 
without prior authorization or approval required by this article shall be 100% of the actual 
costs of service.  

(c) All fees and revenues generated from the services provided under this article shall be 
deposited into the historic preservation special revenue fund administered by the department 
and shall be used for furthering historic preservation efforts within the city.  

(d) Fees are due at the time an application is submitted for review. Fees are non-refundable.   

 Secs. 33-206207—33-210. Reserved. 

Division 2. Houston Archeological and Historical Commission. Unchanged. 
 

Division 3. Designation of Landmarks, Protected Landmarks, Historic Districts 
and Archaeological Sites. 

Sec. 33-221. Designation. Unchanged. 
 
Sec. 33-222.1. Application for designation of an historic district. 

(a) Application for designation of an historic district shall be initiated by either: 

(1) Ten percent of the owners of tracts in the proposed district; or 

(2) The HAHC upon instructing the director to prepare an application for designation. 

(b) The application for designation of an historic district shall be filed with the department in the 
form prescribed by the director, and shall be subject to the following rules: 
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(1) The application shall include: 

a. A map indicating the boundaries of the proposed historic district; 

b. A description and a photograph of each of the properties in the proposed district; 

c. A written statement outlining the historical, cultural, or architectural significance of 
the proposed district which shall address each of the applicable criteria for 
designation contained in section 33-224 of this Code; 

(2) The application shall identify with respect to each building, structure, object or site within 
the proposed historic district whether it is proposed for designation as a contributing 
structure or a noncontributing structure; 

(3) The boundaries of the proposed district must comprise a continuous land mass without 
out tracts inside of it; 

(4) Tracts of publicly owned land, utility easements, and streets shall not be counted towards 
determining support for or against the designation of an historic district, but may be 
included within the historic district whether or not they were counted towards determining 
support under section 33-222.1 (f) of this Code; and 

(5) If a tract of land is owned by more than one person, only the signature of one owner is 
required to indicate support for initiating an application in accordance with this section. 

(c) The director shall review each application for initial completeness. Upon determining that the 
application includes the items required by subsection (b) of this section, the director shall 
determine that the application is initially complete, and the director shall schedule and 
conduct at least one public meeting on the application for the historic district. The director 
shall give notice of the public meeting in accordance with subsection (d) of this section, 
including procedures for giving notice of any additional public meeting. 

 The director shall establish rules for the conduct of public meetings and shall endeavor to 
conduct the meeting within or near the proposed historic district, subject to the availability of 
appropriate space for public assembly. The director will present information on the proposed 
application and the process for approval at the public meeting. 

(d) The director will establish the process for notice and for determining the evidence of support 
of the application, which shall include the following: 

(1) Within 30 days after determining the application is initially complete, the director shall mail 
a notice to the owners of each property within the proposed historic district as indicated on 
the most current appraisal district records. The director shall endeavor to give notice to a 
civic association registered with the city whose area is included, in whole or in part, in the 
proposed district. 

(2) The notice shall include the following: 

a. The date, time, and location of the public meeting described in subsection (c) of this 
section; 
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b. Any other information the director determines may be useful to the property owners. 

(e) After the final public meeting, the director shall mail notice to the owners of all property within 
the proposed historic district. The notice shall include a response form to be returned by the 
property owner which shall indicate whether the property owner does or does not support 
designation of the historic district. The response form must be placed in the U.S. mail with 
proper postage affixed and postmarked or delivered to the director not later than the thirtieth 
day after the date on the notice. 

(f) After the deadline for returning response forms mailed in accordance with subsection (e) has 
passed, the director shall determine if owners of 67 percent of all the tracts in the proposed 
district support the designation of the district in accordance with the following rules: 

(1) If a tract of land is owned by more than one person, only the signature of one owner is 
required for determining public support by returned response forms in accordance with 
this section; and  

(2) Tracts of publicly owned land, utility easements, and streets that are included within the 
boundaries of the proposed district shall not be counted toward determining support for 
or against the designation of an historic district; and  

(3) Publicly owned protected landmarks shall be counted as supportive of the designation 
of a historic district.  

(g) If the director is able to make the determination required by subsection (f) of this section, the 
application will be considered final and the boundaries of the proposed district shall be the 
boundaries of the proposed historic district. If the director is not able to make this 
determination, then the director shall either: 

(1) Modify the boundaries of the proposed historic district if the modification will result in 
boundaries of one or more historic districts containing one or more non-contiguous areas 
where the response forms for owners of 67 percent of the tracts support designation of the 
proposed historic district. If the director modifies the boundaries, the application shall be 
considered final, the boundaries of the reduced proposed district shall be the boundaries of 
the proposed historic districts, and any property excluded from the proposed district shall 
be ineligible for inclusion within a historic district for a period of one year from the date the 
director modifies the boundaries of the proposed district pursuant to this item; or 

(2) Determine that the application fails and that no further action will be taken by the HAHC. If 
an application fails pursuant to this section, the director shall mail notice to the owners of 
all property within the proposed historic district that the application has failed and that no 
further action will be taken. Any property within the proposed district is ineligible for 
inclusion within a historic district for a period of one year from the date of the determination 
pursuant to this section. 

(h) If the director determines that an application is final, the director shall give notice to all property 
owners within the proposed district of a hearing before the HAHC in accordance with the 
provisions of section 33-226 of this Code. The notice shall include the boundaries of one or 
more proposed historic districts. 
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(i) The director may conduct a public workshop for the HAHC on any application for designation 
of a historic district in which the director reviews the application, the results of response forms 
received by the department, the boundaries of the proposed districts as modified in 
accordance with subsection (g) of this section, and any other information the director 
determines is relevant to the application. 

(j) The HAHC will conduct a public hearing on each final application for designation of a historic 
district. Following the public hearing, the HAHC may: 

(1) Approve the proposed boundaries and forward them to city council for approval; 

(2) Amend the boundaries in accordance with the provisions of this article, in which case the 
HAHC may defer the application and continue the public hearing to a later meeting; or 

(3) Disapprove the application, after which no further action shall be taken. 

 

Secs. 33-223—33-277 Unchanged. 

 


