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FMC Celebrates with a Very Jazzy 25th  

25th Annual Holiday Party 
Draws Big Crowd to Celebrate 
Civic Association Milestone 

CELEBRATED 25 YEARS preserving our history and protecting our future with our 
best ever Holiday Party Saturday, December 1st. Hosted by Dr. James Wheeler and 

his wife, Janet at the Historic Milam House, the celebration was attended by more than 100 
residents and guests. 

HSPVA’s Jazz Trio set an upbeat tempo as they performed in a large party tent provided by 
Dr. Wheeler. A slide show depicting the rich history of our neighborhood and the accom-
plishments of our Civic Association was projected on the ceiling of the tent and drew the 
attention of quite a few revelers throughout the evening. 

Kids were entertained at a gingerbread village and farm assembly station, although it must 
be said that the construction project seems to have been hampered by walls and chimneys 
being eaten before the construction was complete. The only clues as to the culprits were 
some icing and crumbs on the faces of the kids! 

Special thanks go to Sally Vaughn, who was elected Director of Activities only two weeks 
before helping to put together the biggest and best FMC 
Holiday Party ever.           [more page2] 

Meanwhile … 
NSR 467 IS IN ITS FINAL STRETCH – but wet weather 

prolongs the agony for both residents and workers. New 

storm drains were installed on West Main and Jack 

Streets, but have not yet been connected, so December and 

January rains made a muddy swamp of both.  

FMC has requested a meeting with the contractors and the 

project’s urban forestry contractor to finalize plans for 

the replacement of trees removed during construction. We 

will discuss landscape restoration at the January 15 FMC 

meeting at The Montrose Center.  

Scan & Renew now 
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NSR 467
 

Engineer  
CONTACT INFORMATION: 

ZACH MARTIN 

Project Supervising Engineer 
United Engineers 

832-731-7299 

zkmartin22@gmail.com 

Please note – Mr. Martin should be 
contacted for all problems associated with 
NSR 467. He should not be contacted for 
problems caused by other contractors (such as 
CenterPoint or AT&T). Contacting the 
City of Houston before you contact Mr. 
Martin will only delay any response to your 
issue, as the City will automatically refer 
the issue back to Mr. Martin. 

Timberline Fitness  
Renews Corporate 
Membership in FMC  

IMBERLINE FITNESS,  
3939 MONTROSE, renewed 
its support for FMC in No-
vember, and owner Dean 

Theriot volunteered to serve as 
Director of Corporate Member-
ship. Timberline has long been a 
part of FMC, with excellent facil-
ities and training on Branard at 
Montrose.  

Dean’s willingness to take on 
the task of securing corporate 
memberships is a fine example 
of how important our local 
businesses are to the health of 
our neighborhood—and Timber-
line Fitness is a great place to 
improve your health! 

 
[continued from page 1] … 

The buffet of food and treats was a magnificent demonstration of the rich diversi-

ty of our neighborhood featuring dishes from many traditions. Even the weather 

cooperated with clear skies and a gentle breeze (so unlike many of our recent 

events).  

Four of FMC’s nine presidents attended, and Paul Davis Photography provided us 

with some great photos of the event—at no cost.  
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2019 brings 
Big Changes 
For the first time in the past 37 
years, FMC will not have an ac-
tive HISD school in the heart of 
our neighborhood. No plans have 
yet been disclosed for the prop-
erty, but Dr. Allen did leave us 
with contact information in case 
of issues with the grounds or 
the buildings. 

HPSVA also left us with one 
thoughtful farewell on its final 
marquee… 

FMC Elects 
New Members 
to 2019 Board 
of Directors 
New members were elected at 
the November 13, 2018 FMC 
meeting. 

The 2019 Board of Directors 
of The Civic Association of 
The First Montrose 
Commons, Inc. are: 

President: Steve Longmire 
Vice President: Bill Stewart 
Treasurer: Grady Cayce 
Secretary: Leslie Turner/ Chris 
Vandewater 
Historian: Leslie Turner 
Dir. of Activities: Sally Vaughn 
Dir. of Communications: Steve 
Longmire/ Ron Boyd 
Dir of Membership: Cindy 
Walker/ Dean Theriot 
Dir. of Security: Bruce Clark 

Our sincere thanks to Mary Anne 
McBrayer and Robert Dlliamson 
for their service to FMC.  

.Afte r the 2019 Ele ct ions  

Who Are Our Representatives? 
HE 2019 ELECTION BROUGHT ABOUT MANY CHANGES in who represents us here in 
First Montrose Commons. So, to fulfill our mission to encourage civic en-
gagement, below is a list from the US Senate down to the City Council. 

Unites States Senate: 
Senator John Cornyn (R)— http://www.cornyn.senate.gov/contact 
Senator Ted Cruz (R)— http://www.cruz.senate.gov/contact 
US House of Representatives – Texas Second District (TX-2) 
Representative Dan Crenshaw (R)--  https://crenshaw.house.gov/contact 

Texas Senate—Senator John Whitmire (D) Dean of TX Senate - 
https://senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=15#Office  
Texas House of Representatives-District 147—Garnet Coleman 
https://house.texas.gov/members/member-page/?district=147  

Texas State Board of Education District 6— Ms. Donna Bahorich (R) Chair-- 
https://tea.texas.gov/About_TEA/Leadership/State_Board_of_Education/
Board_Members/SBOE_Member_District__6/  

Harris County Precinct 1—Commissioner Rodney Ellis (D) – 
http://hcp1.net/Contact  

Houston Independent School District District V—Sue Deigard– 
Sue.Deigaard@houstonisd.org  

City of Houston, District C—Councilmember Ellen Cohen (D)–
http://www.houstontx.gov/council/c/ 

Regardless of your or their political party, these persons chose to run to 
represent all of us. Please take the time to get to know their stands on 
issues and let them know yours. THIS is how democracy WORKS! 

T
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The persons and businesses below have provided extraordinary support through-
out 2018 to help preserve, protect and improve First Montrose Commons. Please 
express your thanks for their contributions. 

The 2018 FMC Block Captains—who deliver printed notices and invitations 
throughout our neighborhood, sometimes with very short notice- 
Michael Morrison, Ron Boyd, Bill Stewart, Raju Adwaney, Shine Chang, 
Grady Cayce, Robert Power, Phillip Kropf, Steve Longmire, David Turner, 
Tom Meade, David Kusnerik, Melanie Markley, Tatyana Fedorenko, 
 Charles Cogan, Robert Williamson, & Cindi Walker. 

The 2018 First Montrose Commons Neighborhood Patrons—these Corporate Mem-
bers have chosen to contribute at the highest level of Corporate Membership, 
providing us with the funds to produce our events at a much higher standard 
that we’d otherwise be able to The Montrose Center, and Littel Properties 
(the Gaslight Apartments). 

The 2018 Board of Directors—who worked tirelessly to assure that our Civic 
Association begins its next twenty-five years on a solid financial and managerial 
footing. Stephen Longmire; William Stewart; Mary Anne McBrayer;  
David Turner; Leslie Turner; Lance McKnight, and  
Robert & Robin Williamson. 

Brandon Nguyen of the D&Q Beer Mart—who provided a keg of beer at no 
cost for each of our events. 

Melissa Gilhart—who’s tree planting project has not only provided more trees, 
but also developed more friendships among neighbors she’s recruited to work on 
this important project. 

Philip Kropf—who’s attended the monthly NSR 467 construction meetings—
holding the contractor’s feet to the fire on water line and sanitary sewer connec-
tions to assure every home is properly connected. 

Canopy Restaurant—who provided us with meeting space in June when every-
one else was booked. 

Tom Flynn & Laurette Veres—who hosted FMC events at their lovely home. 

Dr. James & Mrs. Janet Wheeler—who have hosted us at their home, bought 
great food for events and provided the wonderful party tent for our 25th! 

Marlene Matterson–who arranged decorations, provided keys and access and 
worked incredibly hard to assure the success of our events at Dr. Wheeler’s 
house. 

And last but most certainly not least-

TheHighSchoolForThePerformingAndVisualArts! – whose many contribu-

tions insured the success of our first 25 year. BRAVISIMO! 

From CM Ellen Cohen – January 9, 2019 

Many District C residents have reached out to 
my office to report missed or delayed recycling 
and heavy trash pickup. This has been a major 
issue city-wide over the past few months, and I 
want to share with you some background on 
why the delays are happening and what the 
Solid Waste Department is doing to get us back 
on schedule. 

Why is this happening? 

• Unfortunately, the City of Houston's fleet of 
automated recycling pickup trucks is aging and 
many sustained damage during Hurricane Har-
vey. This has led to hundreds of hours of 
equipment downtime as the trucks are re-
paired. 
• Another challenge is the impact a nation-wide 
skilled labor shortage has had on Houston. The 
department is in dire need of new truck me-
chanics as well as experienced CDL drivers. 
• In addition, many homeowners’ garbage and 
recycling bins were washed away during Hurri-
cane Harvey. This has created a backlog for the 
delivery of new bins. 
• Finally, Solid Waste is experiencing the annu-
al increase in volume that they see immediately 
following the holidays, which has further con-
tributed to the delays. 

What is the City doing about it? 

• This summer the department is scheduled to 
receive 69 new trucks, which will ease the bur-
den on the existing fleet. 
• Although the majority of City of Houston 
departments remain under a hiring freeze, 
Mayor Turner has lifted this restriction for Solid 
Waste so that they may hire these direly-
needed truck drivers and mechanics. The City 
of Houston hosted a Job Fair this morning to 
recruit new workers. To apply for one of these 
positions, please visit: 
www.governmentjobs.com/careers/houston 
• The department has had existing staff work-
ing overtime on weekends to try to catch up. 
• Mayor Turner is asking the department, 311 
operators, and Council Members to keep his 
office apprised of all missed and delayed 
pickups so that he and his team can personally 
track them. 
• The Solid Waste Department’s facebook page 
has daily information on what routes are being 
picked up each day. Today, Wednesday, Janu-
ary 9th, crews are working on Thursday and 
Friday A-week routes. 
• Regularly-scheduled pickups are projected to 
resume within approximately 60 days. 

What should I do in the meantime? 

• If your bin isn’t picked up on your regularly-
scheduled day, please report the situation to 
311@houstontx.gov and cc: 
DistrictC@houstontx.gov.  Please be sure to 
include your name, address, and what your 
normal pickup day is. Our office will share with 
the department and with the Mayor’s Office. 
• Stay informed by continuing to check the 
department’s facebook page for updates on 
when your neighborhood’s pickup will take 
place. 

Please know that I share your frustration on the 
delay of these core City services. My team is 
monitoring the situation closely and will dis-
tribute any updates we receive from the de-
partment. 

Sincerely, 
Ellen 
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I f yo u ow n  a bu si ness  an d 

wis h to  bec om e  a  

c omme rc i al  m embe r  of  

F ir st M on tr os e C om mons ,  

p l e ase  c on tac t us  vi a our  we b 

p ag e : 

 

Strong neighborhood businesses 

help build strong neighborhoods. 

Commercial  M embers   

he lp  us k eep  our  

n e i ghborh o od s pe cia l ! 

P l ease  pat ro ni z e thes e s pec ia l 

bus i ness es wh o s upp or t us. 

Email: tonystreecare4u@yahoo.com 

https://www.timberlinefitness.com 
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2019 FMC 
Dues are Due   
–  
All Residential Memberships 
in The Civic Association of 
The First Montrose Commons 
EXPIRE each December 31st. 

lease RENEW TODAY so 
we can devote our energy 
to our core mission rather 
than seeking renewals. 

YOUR support keeps YOUR neigh-
borhood the best place to live in 
Houston! 

 

 

Scan the QRCode above with your 
smartphone and it will take you di-
rectly to our PaPal renewal page. 
You do not have to have a PayPal 
account – you can pay by credit or 
debit card, oryou’re your venom 
account. Dues remain $10 per per-
son per year. If paying for more than 
one person please be sure to indi-
cate the names of each person in 
the instructions to seller field. 

 Parking Laws
 from the State of Texas are enforced 24/7 by HPD and 

Parking Enforcement. 
Avoid an unpleasant surprise 

In addition—do NOT BLOCK a SIDEWALK or DRIVEWAY (even your own) 
with any portion of your car; NEVER park facing the wrong way or on the 
wrong side of the street. Cars parked with the curbside wheel more than 
18” from the curb may be ticketed or towed. Cars parked more than 24 
hours may be towed without notice. 

FMC Meets Tuesday, January 15, 2019 at 7:00pm in 
Room 106 of The Montrose Center, 401 Branard @ Bute 
We will discuss changes to NSR 467 schedule, Landscape Restoration and Tree 
Replacement, Parking Enforcement, and FMC Dues. 

If you live or own property in First Montrose Commons you should attend. 
Families with kids are encouraged to attend (we’d rather you bring the kids than 

stay at home).  
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_____________________________________happenings 

arts & history______________________________ 
 
FMC Crime Reports  
November 2018 

Yes, Burglary of a Motor Vehicle 
(BMV) still dominates with ap-
proximately 60% of all incidents, 
and November was no different. 
A good example of how those 
guys operate: look what hap-
pened on Nov. 9 during the 5:00 
pm hour on Richmond. First it 
was a BMV in the 500 block; 
minutes later in the 900 block.  
A crime of opportunity. 

Always Report Everything! 
Police Patrols are assigned 

 based on reports received.

HIDE  LOCK  REPORT  
EVERYTHING! 

 

 

 

Buffalo Soldiers National Museum  www.buffalosoldiermuseum.com   (Free on Thursday 1-5pm) 
3816 Caroline St – in the old National Guard Armory A complete look at African American military 
history from 1770 to 2000 (Revolutionary War to the Persian Gulf War) 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft http://www.crafthouston.org 
To Be of Use: The Functional Ceramics of Mike Helke — February 2 — May 12 
Houston Museum of Natural Science — www.hmns.org 
Curator’s Choice: Recent Acquisitions of the Houston Museum of Natural Science: Free with 
admission. 
Biophilia: A Dialogue of Nature Art and Science — Opens February 8 
Museum of Fine Arts www.mfah.org 
Contesting Modernity: Informalism in Venezuela 1955-1975 — Closes January 21 
Tudors to Dndsors: British Royal Portraits from Holbein to Warhol — Closes January 27 
Kindred Spirits: Louise Nevelson & Dorothy Hood — Through February 3 
Garden Paradise: The Magnificent Safavid Carpet from the Burrell Collection, Glasgow—  
Through March 24 
Contemporary Arts Museum www.camh.org 
Cheryl Donegan: GRLZ + VEILS — January 19 – March 31 
Shapeshifters  (A group exhibition featuring work by over forty Houston-area teen artists. — 
March 2 – June 16,  
The Menil www.menil.org 
Francis Alys: The Fabiola Project — Byzantine Fresco Chapel through October 28 
The Condition of Being Here: Drawings by Jasper Johns — Menil Drawing Institute, -- 
Closes January  27 
Richmond Hall: Dan Flavin untitled installation 
Houston Museum of African American Culture www.hmaac.org  Free admission 
4807 Caroline CLOSED Sunday - Tuesday  

 

Kroger just had their parking lot restriped, and going with the flow, included a section for grocery 
pickup. Just send your order in on line and it’s all ready and waiting.  

Hey, it’s marathon time again. Sunday, January 20 is the date and you might not be able to take 
the usual route to wherever you need to go. Helpful tip: stick to the freeways whenever possible. The 
half-marathon goes right down Montrose and the crowds come out to cheer on the runners.  
Montrose at W Main will see the fast one around 7:25 am. 

You’re so mad you would like to throw something, but Mother taught you not to. Well, now you can 
— and it’s legal. Ratchet Hatchet is the name of the place to vent your anger; 524 Waugh Dr is the 
location. In case you don’t know how to properly throw a hatchet, they’ll show you.  

Don’t let the cold weather impact your beer garden time at Baccas. They’ve added propane space 
heaters to keep nice and toasty while you’re enjoying your snacks and imbibing your favorite drink.  

Sound Exchange will be leaving their familiar haunts on Richmond at Driscoll the first of the year, 
moving to the Second Ward! How many of you spent a Saturday afternoon looking for that special 
LP? If Kevin didn’t have it, he would find it for you. He could also put that 33 1/3 turntable back in 
working order.  

Closing but not leaving is La Colombe d’Or. They will close as of December 31 for a major remodel. 
The work is expected to take more than a year.  

Best new restaurant in town? Allison Cook of the Chronicle has twelve that include three in Mont-
rose: Topping the list is Georgia James at 1100 Westheimer followed by No. 3 UB Preserve at 1609 
Westheimer and No. 12 Kau BA Saigon Kitchen and Bar 2502 Dunlavy.  

LOCATION CRIME PREMISES DATE 
TIME 

700 

W Alabama 

Burglary Restaurant 11.02  

4:00 am 

500 

Richmond 

Theft Apartment 11.02  

7:00 am 

300 

W Main 

Robbery Street 11.04  

8:00 pm 

300 

W Alabama 

Auto theft Street 11.06  

7:00 pm 

3800 

Greeley 

BMV Street 11.07  

5:00 pm 

500 

Richmond 

BMV Apartment parking lot 11.09  

5:00 pm 

900 

Richmond 

BMV Apartment parking lot 11.09  

5:00 pm 

900 

Sul Ross 

BMV Street 11.10  

1:00 pm 

500 

W Main 

Theft Unknown 11.11  

1:00 am 

500 

Richmond 

Theft Apartment parking lot 11.12  

12 noon 

3800 

Montrose 

BMV Service station 11.13  

8:00 pm 

3800 

Montrose 

BMV Parking lot 11.16  

12 noon 

700 

W Alabama 

BMV Restaurant 11.19  

7:00 am 

300 

Branard 

Theft Apartment parking lot 11.19  

9:00 pm 

500 

Richmond 

Theft Apartment rental office 11.28  

1:00 pm 

by tom mcbrayer 
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Join or Renew Your Membership for 2019  

ONLINE 

https://firstmontrosecommons.org 

Still only $10.00 per person per year!  
That's just 3¢ per day! 

 

 

 
1. Parking on any street for more than 24 hours. 

2. Parking blocking ANY portion of ANY sidewalk – EVER. 

3. Parking between the sidewalks and the curb. 

4. Parking within 20 feet of ANY intersection. 

5. Parking within 30 feet of STOP sign or crosswalk. 

6. Parking facing the wrong way. 

Not even for “just a minute!” 

T h e  S T R E E T  I S  N O T  Y O U R  G A R A G E  

Helpful Contact Information 
CrimeReports™ 
https://www.crimereports.com/ 

 
https://communitycrimemap.com 

Who you gonna call? 
Emergencies -Life, Property in 

IMMEDIATE DANGER     

Non-emergency Police 

 

     

NEXTDOOR.COM  
– South Montrose Group –  

IF YOU LIVE, OWN PROPERTY, OR RUN A BUSINESS IN THE  

AREA ABOVE, WE WANT YOU TO JOIN OUR  

EFFORTS TO KEEP FMC THE BEST PLACE TO BE! 

Residents pay only $10 per person per year.  
Businesses can choose from three levels of  
membership from $50 - $500 per year. 

J a n u a r y  1 5 ,  2 0 1 9   F M C  M E E T I N G  A G E N D A  

NSR 467 Updates 
Quarterly Financial Report 
Landscape restorartion & Tree replacement 

Dues  f o r  Membe r sh ip  i n  F i r s t  Mon t rose  Common s   
ARE DUE EACH JANUARY . 

Please help us to continue to advocate for our neighborhood by 
joining or renewing now.   –Thank you 

2019 Board of Directors – The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc. 


