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HSPVA 
The Final Season in FMC Begins August 27 
 
FMC institution prepares for its move 
downtown with a new name and a new logo 

ationally recognized HSPVA begins its final 
season in the neighborhood that has been its 
home for almost four decades as faculty, 

staff, and students prepare for the monumental 
move to the new state of the art facilities downtown in January. FMC is HSPVA's second 
location, following its move from the former Temple Beth Israel in 1982. The new facilities 
downtown will provide growing room, as well as liberation from the problems of 1980's 
era air conditioning and electronics. The new facilities cannot, however replace the long 
history of cooperation and caring that HSPVA and FMC have enjoyed these past 36 years. 

Many families have moved into FMC over the years so their kids could safely walk to and 
from rehearsals, classes, and performances in the heart of our historic neighborhood. And 
while most intended that move to be only a temporary relocation for convenience – a few 
have stayed on after their performers graduated. We certainly hope that our present HSPVA 
families will consider doing likewise after the big move downtown – after all, we are only 
a mile and a half away, and rents and parking are much easier here than downtown! ;) 

The Fall Season kicks off with concerts in September, followed by a big production of 
CHICAGO – High School Edition. Order your tickets online now as it is sure to sell out 
fast! (See Page 7). The annual Spaghetti Supper, October 18th, takes on added importance this 
year as Friend s of HSPVA work to raise funds for productions in the new theaters 
downtown. Construction crews are working fast to complete streets around and adjacent 
to HSPVA so there will be adequate parking. 

There are new TRAFFIC and PARKING RESTRICTIONS that start August 27 to 
facilitate bus and parent transits through the neighborhood. These routes mean there will 
be NO PARKING ZONES along both STANFORD and GREELEY, with signs expected to 
go up soon. Please look carefully before you park to avoid being ticketed or 
towed, as Parking Enforcement and HPD are likely to begin increased patrols as school 
gets under way. 

Renovation heats up as 

New Families Moving into FMC  
 is enjoying a bit of a real estate boom this summer as several homes have sold 
or come on the market, and older apartment buildings have been bought and are 
being renovated. One reminder, though – Most of FMC lies within the First 

Montrose Commons Historic District, and you are REQUIRED TO OBTAIN A CERTIFICATE 
OF APPROPRIATENESS PRIOR TO ANY EXTERIOR MODIFICATIONS. (more on Page 2.)  
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FMC MEETING 
Tuesday, August 21, 2018  

7:00 – 8:00pm 

The Montrose Center 

401 Branard @ Bute 

Room 106 
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“As always, staff recommends meeting 
prior to submitting an application in 
order to identify any potential issues 
or concerns and to ensure that a 
complete application is submitted as 
well as to prevent any potential 
delays. Prior to submitting an 
application through the HPT system, 
applicants will be required to register 
with the program. Payments will still 
need to be made in person or over the 
phone. For more information, please 
see the HPT Applicant User Guide or 
contact staff at (832)393-6556 or  

 ” 

NSR 467
 

Engineer  
CONTACT INFORMATION: 

ZACH MARTIN 

Project Supervising Engineer 
United Engineers 

832-731-7299 

zkmartin22@gmail.com 

Please note – Mr. Martin should be 
contacted for all problems associated with 
NSR 467. He should not be contacted for 
problems caused by other contractors (such as 
CenterPoint or AT&T). Contacting the 
City of Houston before you contact Mr. 
Martin will only delay any response to your 
issue, as the City will automatically refer 
the issue back to Mr. Martin. 

 

New Procedure to Obtain  
Certificate of Appropriateness 
You must file applications online using  
the new Historic Preservation Tracker … 

S of July 2, 2018, ALL Certifi-

cate of Appropriateness (COA) 

Applications must be submit-

ted through the Historic Preserva-

tion Tracker online 
https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/hpt/  

 

 
 
The boundaries of the First Montrose Commons 
Historic District are illustrated to the left. You 
should know that ANY work which modifies or 
alters the exterior appearance of ANY struc-
ture in an Historic District (except for re-
painting) likely REQUIRES a Certificate of Ap-
propriateness. Failure to obtain a CoA prior 
to beginning work can result in stiff fines 
and a requirement to restore the building to 
its prior condition and appearance.  

Building, electrical, or plumbing permits, re-
quired for interior work may be delayed by 
the City's Central Permitting Office unless 
you have first consulted with the Planner of 
the Day in the Historic Preservation Office.  

Help us keep First Montrose Commons the 
unique neighborhood we love. Report 
violations of the Historic Preservation 
Ordinance via 311 – Code Enforcement.  
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he July 17 meeting of The 
Civic Association of The First 
Montrose Commons was 

well attended as discussion of 
ongoing problems with NSR 467 
and the potential future uses of 
the current HSPVA campus were 
the featured topics.  

Attendees were asked to com-
plete NSR 467 Problem Report 
forms for issues related to bro-
ken water lines and high bills 
following the switchover to the 
new water mains. Mr. Stephen 
Wright, from the Public Works & 
Engineering Department of the 
City of Houston, and Project 
Manager for NSR 467 collected 
the forms and explained that he 
will forward them to the appro-
priate Customer Service Manag-
ers in the Water Department for 
action to dispute the charges and 
resolve the high bills resulting 
from breaks caused by the con-
tractors.  A couple of people re-
lated their experiences in getting 
high bills resolved, but most 
people who experienced leaks 
voiced their continued frustra-
tion at the lack of resolution to 
the problem- months after the 
water transfers had been com-
pleted. Mr. Wright stated that it 
would likely require several 
months to "work this problem 
through the city's system" but 
felt that everyone would have 
their issue properly addressed.  

Steve Longmire displayed a dia-
gram illustrating which streets 
were substantially complete and 
which remain to be rebuilt. The 
project termination date remains 
December 12, 2018, but there is 

already an extension of 23 days beyond that due to Hurricane Harvey. A very seri-
ous safety issue has developed – namely people are not stopping or even slowing 
down at posted stop signs. Steve reported that marked HPD cars in FMC had issued 
more than 15 citations, but some people ran stop signs right in front of the police 
vehicles! 

The problem of non-compliance with traffic markings is a serious one, and will 
only grow worse as the project enters its final phases. Now that school has re-
sumed we must all make a special effort to drive carefully, and avoid going the 
wrong way down streets under construction. Msibility at most intersections is 
hampered by equipment and materials, so please be very cautious at every inter-
section – whether driving or walking. 

A handful of people have chosen to email or write City Council about problems 
with NSR 467, rather than following the established process for dealing with these 
problems. Most of these people do not attend FMC meetings, and their impas-
sioned complaints to Councilmembers has only resulted in counterproductive 
delays in the project – without solving any of the ongoing complaints. Indeed, 
meetings mandated as a result of these complaints have required people charged 
with solving problems to instead attend hours long meetings rehashing issues, 
rather than spending time actually resolving the complaints.  

SO – If you have a problem directly caused by NSR467 – the ONLY way you 
should seek relief is to contact Zack Martin (See Page 2 for info). If you feel 
you simply MUST inform the City, then use the 311 app and file a report under CIP 
Project – providing ALL requested information. ( The WBS Number for this project 
is  WBS N-000400-0001-4 ). Filing a 311 request will generate a service request 
number – which you need to write down and keep – then your complaint will work 
its way through the system and be forwarded back to Zack Martin for action. So 
you see, the only way to get your problem addressed quickly is to report it to Zack 
Martin directly (and politely, please, as Zack certainly did not cause the problem!) 
You should allow sufficient time for him to address your issue, as there are more 
than 700 households in FMC, and there's only one Zack. 

Steve Longmire reported in the Quarterly Financial Report that he and the Board 
have authorized some new expenditures this year to modernize the membership 
and dues collection operations of FMC and to improve the operation of the website.  

Discussion turned to the potential future uses of the current HSPVA campus once 
their move to downtown is completed in late December. There has been a school on 
this property since 1914 – three iterations of The Montrose Elementary School, and 
the current HSPVA. The presence of a quality neighborhood elementary was deemed 
of highest importance to the success of the neighborhood by Mr. J. W. Link, the 
founder of Montrose.  

In the ensuing discussion, attendees agreed with Mr. Link's assertion, and they 
expressed their desire for a neighborhood school to replace HSPVA. This property is 
not in a flood plain, and offers ideal access for field trips to local museums, per-

Summary of July 17 FMC Meeting 
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forming arts venues, and the 
Texas Medical Center. The ques-
tion is – how do we persuade 
HISD when they are facing huge 
budget deficits, have no perma-
nent Superintendent, and are 
operating under a sharply divid-
ed Board of Trustees? 

A working group of concerned 
residents was formed, with the 
first meeting set at Raju Adwan-
ey's home.  (Note – this working 
group has met twice since the 
July FMC Meeting, and is slated 
to meet again before the end of 
August). Persons interested in 
serving on this working group 
should contact Steve Longmire 
via the FMC website contact 
page. 

Memberships, both new and 
renewals are trickling in via the 
new PayPal system, but that still 
far less than 50% of eligible 
households are participating. 
Current FMC members are 
encouraged to approach their 
neighborhs to sign up, as having 
Board members do this distracts 
from other important 
responsibilities like Bylaws 
reviews, and attending meetings 
with the City and 
Superneighborhood.  The meeting 
closed reminding attendees that 
the next meeting is August 21 at 
The Montrose Center, and the 
September 18 meeting will re-
turn to HSPVA. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

FMC TO CONSIDER MEETING / ELECTION 
DATE CHANGE AT AUGUST 21 MEETING 
Scheduled November Meeting Date Conflicts with Thanksgiving Holiday 

We will consider several important issues at the August 21, 2018 meeting of The 
Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons. First, we need to change the 
date of the November meeting and FMC Board Elections because the regularly 
scheduled date falls during Thanksgiving Week (and we'd hate to elect a turkey to 
the Board!). Second, a number of current Board Members have expressed their de-
sire to step down from service on the Board, and we must appoint a Nominating 
Committee to find candidates to replace them. It makes much more sense to ap-
point the committee now and allow ample time to screen qualified candidates, ra-
ther than wait until just before the elections to try to fill these critical positions. 

The Board voted to authorize the change in meeting date from November 20, 2018 
to November 13, 2018. This will have the effect of also changing the final dead-
line to pay 2018 dues (in order to be eligible to vote in the 2018 FMC Elections) 
from Friday September 21, 2018 to Friday, September 14, 2018, and means that 
persons who wait to pay until the September 18th FMC meeting will NOT BE 
ELIGIBLE TO VOTE in the FMC BOARD ELECTIONS. 

All positions on the Board are open during the November elections. Any Residential 
Member whose dues are paid more than 60 days prior to the election date may 
stand for election.  

We are soliciting Residential Members whose dues are current to serve on the 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE to be appointed during the August 21 FMC Meeting.  

The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc. 
 will meet in  

Room 106 of The Montrose Center,  
401 Branard St @ Bute St, Houston TX 77006  

TUESDAY, AUGUST 21, 2018  
from 7:00pm – 8:00pm 
to consider changes to its  

2018 BOARD ELECTION DATE and other matters. 

Everyone who lives within the neighborhood is welcome and encouraged to attend, 
but only members who have paid their 2018 dues may vote on the issues presented 
for a vote. Families with children are encouraged to attend – there is ample space 
for an area for the kids to gather during the meeting. 

July FMC Meeting Highlights,  
concluded 
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• NEVER Park within 20 feet of  

If you own a business and 

wish to become a  

commercial member of  

First Montrose Commons ,  

please contact us via our web 

page: 

Commercial Members   
he lp us keep our  

ne ighborhood specia l ! 

Please patronize these spec ia l 

bus inesses who support us. 

Email: tonystreecare4u@yahoo.com 
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From the District C Newsletter August 17, 2018… 

Ballot Item Added – ReBuild Houston Dedicated Fund 

Council voted to add an item to the November 2018 ballot relating to the ReBuild Houston Program. Houstoni-
ans will be asked to re-confirm that the drainage fees that fund the program remain in a dedicated fund, referred to 
by Mayor Turner as a “lockbox,” and continue to only be used for streets and drainage improvements. Voters should 
be aware that their vote will not create a new drainage fee, nor will it confirm or reject the existing fee. The ReBuild 
Houston Program will remain in place regardless of this election’s results. However, if the “lockbox” is not confirmed, 
future Mayors and Councils would be able, if they choose, to pass a new ordinance to remove the “lockbox” and use 
drainage fee funds as General Fund dollars, since the “lockbox” will no longer have the protection of being in the City 
Charter. Election Day is November 6, 2018.Early Voting Underway for Flood Project Bond Election 

Early Voting has begun in Harris County for the $2.5 billion bond proposal for flood risk reduction projects. The pro-
posed project list currently includes 237 projects throughout the county, including dozens of projects to improve Dis-
trict C’s portions of White Oak Bayou, Buffalo Bayou, and Brays Bayou. Allocations include channel improvements, 
detention basins, new floodplain mapping, and more. If approved, the federal government will likely provide approxi-
mately $700 - $900 million in matching funds for more projects.  

Early Vote Locations are open to all voters city-wide: the W. Gray Metropolitan Multi-Service Center Early 
voting hours are:  

• Monday, August 13th – Tuesday, August 14th: 8AM – 4:30PM  

• Wednesday, August 15th – Saturday, August 18th: 7AM – 7PM  

• Sunday, August 19th: 1PM – 6PM  

• Monday, August 20th – Tuesday, August 21st: 7AM – 7PM  

Election Day is Saturday, August 25th, the one-year anniversary of Hurricane Harvey. Residents that wait until 
Election Day to vote must use their designated Precinct Voting Location. 

Please note that identification required to vote has changed in recent years. Voters who do not have an ap-
proved photo ID (driver license, passport, etc) MAY STILL VOTE if they present an approved supporting docu-
ment.

 FMC Board Members to 
 Retire for the Board in  
November 

Candidates needed now 
for Treasurer &  

Secretary Positions  

Mary Anne McBrayer, Treasurer, 
and Leslie Turner, Secretary have 
each indicated their intention to 
step down after many years' 
service on the FMC Board. These 
two positions are critical to our 
organization, and vacancies are 
not permitted in either under 
our Articles of Incorporation. 
Likewise, the Articles also pro-
hibit one person from occupying 
both the Treasurer's position and 
another Board office. Please step 
up for your neighborhood and 
consider running for one of 
these positions! Don't be shy! 
Each of us had to learn our office 
and we're happy to help you. 

Important Public 

Meetings You 

Should Attend 

Monday, August 20 
6:00 pm 

TIRZ 27 Board Public Meeting 
St. Stephen's Pecore Hall 

1805 W Alabama @ Woodhead 
(parking & entrance on Sul Ross) 

Tuesday, August 28 
7:00-8:00pm 

Neartown Association 
Cherryhurst Community Center 

1700 Missouri 
OBSERVE PARKING  
RESTRICTIONS 

FMC gets 5G First! 
All those guys putting orange tubes under our new sidewalks are laying the groundwork for new 
wireless internet services 

NSR 467 isn't even finished yet and Verizon has begun digging up landscaping in 

FMC. Not to worry though, they are replacing grass as they go – installing fiber to 

support new technology 5G wireless internet services. FMC is rumored to be the 

first neighborhood where the fiber will go live. Still no mention of pricing yet, but 

a healthy competitor to the two "legacy" providers we have now. 

WARNING –  
If the FMC ELECTION DATE is changed at the August FMC Meeting – 

You Must Pay Your 2018 Dues BEFORE  

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 14 , 2018  to vote in the FMC Election  

 you cannot pay at the September FMC Meeting 
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_____________________________________happenings 
 

arts & history______________________________ 
 
FMC Crime Reports  
June 2018 
400 
Colquitt 

Burglary Apartment 06.06  
8:00 pm 

900 
W Alabama 

Theft Service 
Station 

06.11  
7:00 am 

4000 
Garrott 

BMV Driveway 06.13  
   

700 
Richmond 

BMV Parking lot 06.14  
6:00 pm 

4000 
Roseland 

Theft Garage 06.21  
1:00 am 

200 
W Alabama 

Robbery Apartment 06.21  
4:00 am 

800 
W Main 

Burglary Unknown 06.23  
5:00 pm 

4100 
Montrose 

Theft Sidewalk 06.27  
11:00 pm 

900 
W Alabama 

Theft Service 
Station 

06.30  
7:00 am 

 

Just an ordinary month you say and, 

yes, it was that which brings up the 

point. Crime is ongoing; it can happen at 

any time, any place. Please be alert. As 

the police remind us, be aware of your 

surroundings.   

  

Always Report Everything! 
Police Patrols are assigned 

 based on reports received.

HIDE  LOCK  REPORT  
EVERYTHING! 

 

 

 

TheHighSchoolForThePerformingAndMsualArts!  https://hspvafriends.org/boxoffice/  
Chicago- High School Edition — October 9-13 Don't wait to get your tickets!  

Buffalo Soldiers National Museum  www.buffalosoldiermuseum.com   (Free on Thursday 1-5pm) 
3816 Caroline St – in the old National Guard Armory visit to learn about this important facet of US 
and Texas History 

Houston Museum of Natural Science — www.hmns.org 
Death by Natural Causes: Snakes, Spiders, Sharks— Through September 4 

The International Exhibition of Sherlock Holmes — Through September 30 

Museum of Fine Arts www.mfah.org 

Mike + Doug Starn: Big Bambu: This Thing Called Life — through September 3 

Design in the Digital Age — through September 16 

Arts of Islamic Lands: — through December 30 

The Menil www.menil.org 
Closed for renovations – Reopening September 22 

Houston Museum of African American Culture www.hmaac.org  Free admission 
4807 Caroline CLOSED Sunday - Tuesday  

 

The new French restaurant, La Mlla-Saint Tropez, opened on the Fourth, yes that rainy, rainy 
day. Luckily, the waters on Richmond and Montrose had receded by 5:00 pm when dinner was 
served.  

Don’t you hate it when another tree goes? This time a favorite at Menil Park on Branard. You 
know, the one close to the sidewalk with the low slung branch that had “ride the horsey” writ-
ten all over it. According to the city arborist, the oak was hit by lighting 10 years ago and was 
slowly dying and becoming dangerous.  

Another street name, this time Sul Ross (with one L). Lawrence Sullivan Ross (1830-1898) served 
as governor of Texas from 1887 to 1891. He was a captain in the Texas Rangers, an Indian fighter 
and a general in the Confederate Army. He was president of Texas A&M from 1891 to 1998. 

Do you miss your Sunday morning zucchini omelet at HarryVs? This long time fixture in Mid-
town is closed for remodeling ‘til the middle of August. You’ll just have to get your fix at Katz 
Deli or maybe Snooze.  

And, driving by Brooklyn Athletic Club (BAC) this week on Richmond, we noted it was closed. 
Had to stop to read the sign. They are closed for a “much needed” vacation. No notice when reo-
pening will happen. 

Yet again, the library has new and reduced hours. This from the library:  
M, Tu, Wed 10-6, Th 12-8, Fri & Sat 1-5. Central downtown is open on Sunday 1-5 

.  

 

  

by tom mcbrayer 

= 1 day 
Membership in YOUR 

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

Please Join or Renew TODAY! 
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T h e  S T R E E T  I S  N O T  Y O U R  G A R A G E  

 
1. Parking on any street for more than 24 hours. 

2. Parking blocking ANY portion of ANY sidewalk – EVER. 

3. Parking between the sidewalks and the curb. 

4. Parking within 20 feet of ANY intersection. 

5. Parking within 30 feet of STOP sign or crosswalk. 

6. Parking facing the wrong way. 

Not even for “just a minute!” 

Helpful Contact Information 
CrimeReports™ 
https://www.crimereports.com/ 

 
https://communitycrimemap.com 

Who you gonna call? 
Emergencies -Life, Property in 

IMMEDIATE DANGER  �   

Non-emergency Police 

 

     

NEXTDOOR.COM  
– South Montrose Group –  

You can Join or Renew Your  

Membership for 2018 in 

Your Neighborhood Association 

https://firstmontrosecommons.org 

Still only $10.00 per person per year!  

That's just 3¢ per day! 

NO  —  REALLY! 

IF YOU LIVE, OWN PROPERTY, OR RUN A BUSINESS 

IN THE AREA ABOVE, WE WANT YOU TO JOIN OUR  

EFFORTS TO KEEP FMC THE BEST PLACE TO BE! 

Residents pay only $10 per person per year.  
Businesses can choose from three levels of  
membership from $50 - $500 per year. 

August 21, 2018  FMC MEETING AGENDA 

NSR 467 Updates 
Change in ELECTION DATE 

Dues for Membership in First Montrose Commons are due 
each January. Please help us to continue to advocate for our 
neighborhood by joining or renewing now.   –Thank you 


