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It's HURRICANE SEASON 
A r e  Y O U  P r e pa r e d ?  
MANDATORY 30-DAY WAIT FOR FLOOD INSURANCE AFTER  
PREMIUM PAID – DON'T GET CAUGHT WITHOUT COVERAGE! 

LO O D  I N S U R A N C E  D O E S  NOT  C O V E R  D A M A GE  T O  V E H I C LE S  –you need comprehen-

sive auto insurance for that, and now is the time to review your coverage to make 

needed changes – before there's another storm in the Gulf.  

First Montrose Commons may not be in the flood plain, but Tropical Storm Allison didn't 

get the memo when it blew up rapidly from a cluster of thunderstorms on June 5 to our 

south, and flooded our neighborhood extensively. Hurricane Ike left much of FMC in total 

darkness without power for many days; and Harvey, well, FMC was just lucky this time. 

FMC is not included in the coastal evacuation zones, so we must prepare to "ride it out" 

with adequate supplies of drinking water and non-perishable food for at least five days for 

each person. You are encouraged to maintain your fuel tank at least ½ full during hur-

ricane season, in case we have a surprise Gulf storm. You certainly should do so if there 

is a storm in the Gulf!  

And finally, if you have special needs, or a medical condition where loss of power would 

threaten your life, please call 211 to preregister for special assistance. Again, don't wait 

until there's a storm in the Gulf- it'll be too late then to get 

through the phone queues. 

FMC Moves to 
Canopy June 19 

FMC will meet Tuesday June 19 from 7:00 – 8:00pm 

at Canopy Restaurant, 3939 Montrose @ Branard. 

Please walk in groups or carpool if you must – 

Parking is all but impossible! 
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Project Halted by Fiber at Greeley & Colquitt  
AT&T 

N THE WORST REMAKE OF "Groundhog Day" EVER, AT&T HAS MANAGED TO HALT 

NSR467 YET AGAIN—this time at Greeley & Colquitt. We'd love to tell you how 

many times AT&T's "as-built" construction as thwarted FMC's efforts to get our 

streets done, but we were told the number "googol" has become a trademarked 

company name! (Google "google" if you don't get it!) 

The problem this time is that TJ&T (the contractor for AT&T) opted to split the 80-fiber 

conduits into half running above and half running below where plans called for a sanitary 

sewer line to pass through Colquitt at Greeley. But they misunderestimated and built the 

new fiber duct banks about 12" too high! Fixing this "as built" mistake is not a simple 

matter as these fiber lines must remain active and moving them again –ifeven possible—

will require weeks to months of engineering and construction. Had AT&T's contractors 

simply lowered all 80 fiber optic ducts as planned originally, then TCL (the contractors for 

NSR467) might have had some flexibility to install the sanitary sewer line above them. 

TCL and the engineers for NSR467 decided last week (May 30-31) they could not afford to 

wait for AT&T's engineers to reconstruct yet another misconstructed fiber route. Instead 

they are currently seeking to revise the plans and specifications for the sanitary sewer 

line as is crosses Colquitt on Greeley St.  

This chaos is the result of the City's complete failure to 
closely supervise and inspect the critical infrastructure 
projects in our neighborhood.   

Until someone at the City of Houston embraces ownership and responsibility for 

this $17 million dollar investment of the citizen's tax dollars, it seems we are in 

for yet more reruns of "Goundhog Day" or perhaps "Keystone Cops"! 

 Oh, Darling! Don't fret!  

I've expired LOTS of times! 

You just have to renew! 

The concrete rectangle above contains 
~40 fiber optic ducts, as does the one 
below. The circle illustrates approxi-
mately where the sanitary sewer was 
designed to pass.  

AT&T has had more than 3 ½ years to 
move their fiber optic lines out of the 
way (and to the correct depth) to al-
low NSR467 to be built. Corner-cutting 
and in the field "as built" construction 
continues to plague progress for our 
neighborhood reconstruction project.
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Despicable 
Shell Game 

Customers of Shell Gas Station 
at 1010 W Alabama @ Montrose 
report extra credit/debit 
charges of $85 for purchases  
at pumps 

OR SEVERAL MONTHS NOW there 

have been reports of 

unauthorized charges to 

credit and debit cards used to 

purchase fuel from the pumps at 

the Shell Station located at  

1010 W Alabama at Montrose. 

Customers report having used 

their card to pay at the pump, 

only to discover that when their 

statement arrived an additional 

charge of $85 appeared right 

after the charge for the fuel. 

Customers who've complained to 

the clerks report no action or 

satisfactory response. 

I wish I'd headed these reports, 
because on May 28 I purchased 
gasoline and the deluxe car wash 
at the pump. When I checked my 
statement this afternoon there it 
was – Charge - $42.82 fuel fol-
lowed immediately (well, 1 mi-
nute later) by Charge - $85 Shell 
1010 W Alabama, Houston TX 
77006. So now I get to cancel the 
card, dispute the charges and 
learn never to be fooled again 
there. Fortunately, I drive hy-
brids, so it'll be quite some time 
before I'll need to refuel –at least 
there's that!  

 

Amidst the Chaos and Dirt 
A Contributing Home Reborn 

he house at 619 

West Main (aka 

4103 Greeley) 

hasn’t looked this 

good in decades, even 

though there’s lots 

more work to be 

done. Crews have 

been repairing the 

foundation, rewiring, 

replumbing, repaint-

ing, and just about 

every other “re” you 

can imagine to get 

this venerable old 

home ready for its 

new family.  

Here is another fine 

illustration of why 

we worked so hard to 

establish the First 

Montrose Commons 

Historic District. Once again we have a lovely period home restored and updated, 

surrounded by the old oaks planted shortly after it was built.  

[Before you ask why they put the fire hydrant right in front of the house—consider that to put it on 
the corner would have required removing that nice old oak beautifully framing the front of this 
house.] 

TCL Crews work to 
clear trash 

TCL crews began clearing discarded drink 

bottles, meal bags, and other trash left 

throughout the worksite May 25, after 

months of complaints.   
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Did you Know that 
FMC is represented at 
each of these public 
meetings?  
You can help us by attending 

them as well. Learn about issues 

affecting FMC & Neartown, pro-

vide input to the decision-

makers, make sure your needs 

are addressed. 

Central PIP  
1st Tuesdays 7:00-8:00pm 

HPOU Bldg. 

1602 State St. 

Neartown Association 
4th Tuesdays 7:00-8:00 pm 

Cheeryhurst Center 

1700 Missouri St. 

TIRZ 27 Montrose/Neartown 
3rd Monday/Odd Months 

6:00-7:30pm 

Pecore Hall 

1805 W Alabama 

City Council Passes 
$4.9Billion Budget for FY2019 

Dear Friend, 

After 25 departmental reviews, on May 30th, City Council voted to approve the 
budget for FY2019, which begins July 1, 2018. The new $4.9 billion budget closes a 
$114 million deficit with no layoffs or tax increases. 

BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS 

• Council District Service Funds will continue, with $750,000 allocated to 
each District Council Member to facilitate local projects. 

• The FY 2019 budget fully funds our pension obligations. The Mayor’s histor-
ic pension solution, approved by the Texas Legislature last year, resulted in $300 
million in savings during this budget process alone. 

• Five police cadet classes and three firefighter cadet classes are funded. 

• The budget includes a healthy emergency fund balance in preparation for 
hurricane season, which begins today, June 1st. 

• Departmental spending has been reduced by over $80 million over the past 
three years. 

Zth a fiscally conservative budget in place for FY2019, Council will continue their 
efforts to address future expected deficits. These include the City’s 10-15% share of 
Hurricane Harvey recovery costs that are not paid by FEMA; replenishment of the 
$20 million that was taken away from the Budget Stabilization Fund to cover oth-
er Harvey costs; and the need to hire an additional 500 police officers over the next 
five years. 

To do so, Mayor Turner has suggested adding a measure to the November 2018 bal-
lot to allow voters to lift the revenue cap for the purposes of public safety. I 
strongly support this proposal and will send out further details once they are re-
leased. 

Sincerely, 

Ellen. 

http://email.netvictories.com/t/ViewEmail/r/B322C6CD3C78D29B2540EF23F30FEDED/9BE2C083E488FFA6405DC10595964AA8  

It’s Not Just Hurricane Season 
Aedes Mosquito Season is Warming Up, Too! 

Even though it’s rained much less than last year, the Aedes cousins 
are out in full force, seeking a blood meal to produce their 
next brood of disease-carrying progeny. Both species can 
reproduce in as little as a teaspoon of standing water, so 
be sure to drain flower pots and other containers. 

 

 

It wouldn’t hurt 
for you to have a 
little renewal 
yourself 

My friend here tells me  
I need to renew, too! 

                                  REALLY!!!!? 

Both Aedes species are active during daylight; 

A. albopictus is also known as the house  

mosquito for its preference for the indoors. 
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Commercial Members help us 

keep our neighborhood special ! 

Please patronize these special businesses 

who support us . 

Email: tonystreecare4u@yahoo.com 

If you own a business and wish to become a  

commercial member of  

First Montrose Commons,  

please contact us via our web page: 

https://firstmontrosecommons.org 

Do you run a local business? 

Are you looking for opportu-

nities to build local clientele? 

 

 Why not support your civic association and help us 

improve the area for everyone? 

Commercial Memberships in First Montrose 

Commons are available from $50 - $500 per year. 

Your Business Info 

could be right here 

- 

Reaching  
your 

neighbors  
every month! 
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Are you Ready? 
 
 
Think it Can’t 
Happen Again? 

he graphic above shows on-

ly hurricanes (winds >74 

mph) that have affected 

Texas since 1900. It does not in-

clude other tropical systems, 

such as Allison, which as a de-

pression caused more flood dam-

age than most of the hurricanes. 

Now is the time to review your 

storm plan and stock up on wa-

ter and non-perishable food for 

five days per person—before a 

storm pops up. Once there’s 

something headed for the coast 

panic begins to set in and you 

may not get everything you need 

to ride out the storm. Act now. 
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_____________________________________happenings 

arts______________________________________________ 

 
FMC Crime Reports  
April 2018 

BLOCK CRIME LOCATION DATE 
TIME 

300 
W Alabama 

Robbery Street 04.04  
1:00 am 

4100 
Garrott 

Theft Apartment 04.06  
7:00 am 

600 
Richmond 

BMV Parking lot 04.06  
9:00 pm 

600 
Richmond 

BMV Parking lot 04.17  
5:00 pm 

4000 
Roseland 

BMV Driveway 04.17  
6:00 pm 

200 
W Alabama 

Auto  
theft 

Apartment Parking lot 04.23  
11:00 pm 

600 
Richmond 

BMV Parking lot 04.25  
8:00 am 

700 
Colquitt 

Theft Apartment 04.28  
11:00 pm 

700 
Colquitt 

Drugs Apartment 04.29  
3:00 am 

 
The 600 block of Richmond continues to 
be a hot spot for Burglary of a Motor 
Vehicle (BMV) — any time of the day. 
According to residents, the culprits 
scale the fence on the south edge of the 
parking lot.  
 
 

Always Report Everything! 
Police Patrols are assigned 
based on reports received. 

HIDE  LOCK  REPORT  
EVERYTHING! 

 

 

 

Moody enter for the Arts @ Rice University (free admission) https://moody.rice.edu/plan-your-visit  
Reopens June 9 Hours Tues-Sat 10am-5pm Note parking is not free, credit cards only – or you 
can take METRO  

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)  www.crafthouston.org 
In Residence: an annual exhibition celebrating its Artist Residency Program — Through July 14 
Rooted, Revived, Reinvented:  Basketry in America — Through September 2 

Houston Museum of Natural Science — www.hmns.org 
Death by Natural Causes: Snakes, Spiders, Sharks— Through September 4 

The International Exhibition of Sherlock Holmes — Through September 30 

Zldlife Photographer of the Year: an international showcase of the very best in nature 
photography 

Museum of Fine Arts www.mfah.org 

Peacock in the Desert: The Royal Arts of Jodhpur, India — Through August 19 
Arts of Islamic Lands: Selections from the as-Sabah Collection, Kuwait — Through Dec. 30 

Contemporary Arts Museum www.camh.org 
Right Here, Right Now: San Antonio: features 19 artists and artist collectives living and working in 
San Antonio, Texas— through August 5 
Cary Leibowitz: Museum Show:  Since the early 1990s, Leibowitz has carried on with an interdisci-
plinary practice that turns a critical eye on subjects of identity, modernism, the art market, queer 
politics, and kitsch. — through August 26 

The Menil www.menil.org 
Currently CLOSED FOR RENOVATIONS 

 

Have you had a look at the redesigned Katz Deli? They’ve been around for 20 years or so and liv-
ing up to their motto: “We Never Klose.” The grand unveiling benefited the Women’s Center, 
right across Westheimer.  

What’s with the big BOSSA sign on the gray brick house on Montrose across from Park IV? 
Looks like they’ll have a beer garden out back — so popular these days.  

Theater marquees were used to let you know what was playing — the latest John Wayne western 
or Marilyn Monroe’s Escapade. The Old Tower on Westheimer, now El Real Tex Mex uses theirs 
for pithy sayings. Currently: “Eat the taco. Your boots will still fit.”  

How’s your French? You just might need a refresher for this one. The old Café Azur, as you 
know, will soon open as a French restaurant and it will be called La alla St. Tropez.  

It’s taken a while, but Annunciation Greek Orthodox church finally has its gold dome. Caution: 
not to be viewed in bright sunlight without appropriate eyewear. 

 

 

 

 

 

by tom mcbrayer 
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T h e  S T R E E T  I S  N O T  Y O U R  G A R A G E  

 
1. Parking on any street for more than 24 hours. 

2. Parking blocking ANY portion of ANY sidewalk – EVER. 

3. Parking between the sidewalks and the curb. 

4. Parking within 20 feet of ANY intersection. 

5. Parking within 30 feet of STOP sign or crosswalk. 

6. Parking facing the wrong way. 

Not even for “just a minute!” 

IF YOU LIVE, OWN PROPERTY, OR RUN A BUSINESS IN 

THE AREA ABOVE, WE WANT YOU TO JOIN OUR  

EFFORTS TO KEEP FMC THE BEST PLACE TO BE! 

Residents pay only $10 per person per year.  
Businesses can choose from three levels of  
membership from $50 - $500 per year. 

June 19,  201 8  FMC  MEETING AGEN DA 

NSR 467 Updates – Continuing Management Changes 
Houston Has a New Bike Plan – FMC is Part of It 

Helpful Contact Information 
CrimeReports™ 
https://www.crimereports.com/ 

 
https://communitycrimemap.com 

Who you gonna call? 
Emergencies -Life, Property in 

IMMEDIATE DANGER     

Non-emergency Police 

 

     

NEXTDOOR.COM  
– South Montrose Group –  

You can Join or Renew Your  

Membership for 2018 in 

Your Neighborhood Association 

https://firstmontrosecommons.org 

Still only $10.00 per person per year!  

That's just 3¢ per day! 


