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A Very Busy April 
April Foolishness – More Threatened Trees – 
Dust & Debris Everywhere – and at last … 
A Breakthrough in AT&T Construction Impasse 

pril began on a happy enough note with Tom Flynn & Laurette Veres hosting 

our Annual April Foolishness Party at their lovely home on Sul Ross. Folks 

enjoyed themselves so much that we went on well past the scheduled end of 

the party. [more on page 3] 

On April 6, the contractors for NSR467 damaged the root systems of trees in the 400 block 

of Garrott so severely that all these protected City trees must be removed. To date there 

have been at least 4 on-site meetings between FMC, The City Urban Forester, the arborist for 

NSR467, and engineers to secure the required removal permits and the new engineering 

drawings now that these trees will no longer require the protections originally specified in 

the project plans. We expect removal permits to be issued within 7-10 days (after April 27) 

and removal to occur as soon thereafter as possible. All these trees will be replaced with 

specimens approved by the City Urban Forester at the end of the project (so as not to jeop-

ardize the newly planted trees). [more on page 2] 

On April 17, contractors knocked down one utility pole and severely damaged another at the 

intersection of Greeley and Branard – requiring a line company to come replace them. One 

street lamp was knocked to the ground and is now missing (there were originally 3 street 

lamps at this intersection). [more on page 2] 

FMC, AT&T, and Engineers & Contractors for NSR467 met April 25 in the 500 block of Sul 

Ross to discuss the construction impasse caused by the AT&T manhole box at that location. 

The top of the manhole currently sits above the top of the proposed new roadway and must 

be lowered. After nearly an hour of discussion – most of which focused on how long re-

engineering would take, and AT&T foreman made a few calls and traffic was switched from 

the north (westbound) lane to the south lane of Sul Ross; demolition and reconstruction of 

the manhole box began Friday April 27, and is expected to be complete in two weeks – end-

ing nearly a year-long delay in completing this street. 
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FMC MEETING 
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HSPVA – Room 101  

(W Main @ Stanford) 
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April 17…The Aftermath 

OOoops! 

 

ne of three LED street 

lamps lies in the after-

math of the encounter 

between the excavator and the 

old utility pole. The pole was 

shattered, bringing down the 

lamp and the cables. 

Sadly, this was not the only con-

sequence—when the operator 

backed away from this encoun-

ter, the excavator collided with 

the pole on the other side of the 

intersection of Branard and 

Greeley, causing it to list about 

30 degrees. The poles have since 

been replaced, but we don't know 

what's become of the LED lamp 

shown above.  

Did you know? 
NSR467 Does NOT Monitor 

Nextdoor or Facebook 

Email Zack Martin if you have a problem: 

zkmartin22@gmail.com 
and CC:  
president@firstmontrosecommons.org 

 

 

 

 

HPD allocates patrols based on REPORTED INCIDENTS –  

No reports – no problems –  

no patrols needed! 

The FMC website has a link to download a handy HPD Reference Card with infor-

mation on what numbers to call, how to file Alert Slips and Online Crime Reports. 

You are automatically taken there when you renew your membership in FMC – or 

you can download your copy from our front page 

https:/firstmontrosecommons.org  

That HPD non-emergency number again … 

713-884-3131 
 

Threatened Trees – and Your Neighborhood Association's Efforts to Save Them 
Eight More Trees Lost 

espite FMC's fierce advocacy to protect our historic 

tree canopy, we have lost eight more trees to con-

struction. Six of these should not have needed to be 

removed, but for the contractor's ignoring specific instruc-

tions regarding the removal of an old sidewalk. One tree, a 

magnolia planted by a long-time FMC Member, found itself 

victim to an engineering oversight that called both for its 

protection and the paving of a driveway over it. And one 

tree, an old and 75% dead Pecan, was removed for public 

safety reasons.  

All of these trees will be replaced using specimens ap-
proved by the City's Urban Forrester at the end of the 
construction project. FMC will have input into the selec-
tion of these replacement trees, as we continue to main-
tain weekly communication with the Urban Forester. 

Our continuous efforts to protect our historic trees has resulted in a win-win——

Tree 671, a 43" Live Oak in the 4100 block of Greeley (at Colquitt) is to be saved and 

the street has been regraded and paved to provide appropriate storm water drain-

age for the first time in decades! Our thanks to everyone who helped this happen. 

O

D

H O U S T O N  P O L I C E  D E P A R T M E N T  

EMERGENCY  NONEMERGENCY   NO DOPE HOTLINE 

         911     713-884-3131 731-466-3673

Contractors used a backhoe 
to remove the sidewalk in 
the 4000 block of Garrott 
despite explicit instructions 
to hand demolish and pro-
tect roots larger than 1". 
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New Venue Brings Out a 
Crowd for Fabulous Foolish-
ness and Hilarious Hats   

Don't Miss Our Next Neighborhood Celebration – October's Neighborhood Nght Out! 
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Friday, April 27, 4:40pm – HFD Units respond to a smoke call at 
HSPVA following an incident with welding sparks. A bit of ventila-
tion and it was all clear in under an hour. 

Things are 
Heating Up 
at HSPVA! 
 

First A Welding Wonk 
Summons HFD 

Then Peaceful 
Demonstration by HSPVA 
Moms Interrupted By Loud 
Heckler 

 was called to 
HSPVA (enough 
abbreviations?) 

around 4:40pm, Friday, April 27 
after smoke and a strong odor 
filled the building—apparently 
the result of some welding 
sparks. Fortunately all that was 
needed was a bit of ventilation 
with fresh air and the all-too-
realistic fire exercise was over. 

HSPVA students arriving for 

classes Thursday, May 3, got a 

lesson on the First Amendment 

outside the Stanford Street en-

trance, as a group of moms qui-

etly & peacefully demonstrating 

with a large banner advocating 

that the new high school be 

named HSPVA (rather than Kinder) 

were loudly and rudely heckled 

by a man standing across the 

street from them. One mom 

driving by had enough of this 

rude behavior and stepped out of 

her SUV to remind the "gentle-

man" about the rights of peacea-

ble assembly guaranteed by the 

US Constitution. 

Lesson 1, Day 1:  
NEVER sass a School Mom! 

HPD PIP  
(Positive 
Interaction 
Program)  
NEEDS PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION 
 
Lt. Davis asks more 
attendance from FMC if 
we want more police 
activity in our 
neighborhood 

 
ecall that Lt. Chris Davis 

attended our March FMC 

Meeting and promised 

action on the top three prob-

lems we presented to him at 

that meeting. Well, HPD's Cen-

tral Division holds a public meeting every month at the Houston Police Officers Union Hall, 1602, 

State Street (a few blocks west of the Municipal Courts building) where citizen concerns from the 

entire Central Division are addressed. A large contingent of HPD Command and Patrol Officers are 

always present to interact with Citizens and address issues.  

But if no one from FMC or Neartown is present at these monthly meetings, it gives HPD the im-

pression that we are not very concerned about crime, so they should allocate their resources 

elsewhere – to neighborhoods that do regularly come to the PIP meetings and express their con-

cerns. 

To those clamoring for FMC to once again try to provide private security patrols at 
costs that exceed 10 years of our revenues: 

Is More Police Presence Worth  
One Hour of Your Time Per Month? 
That's right! It requires only an hour of your time each month to attend a PIP meeting and 

get to know the Command Staff and Patrol Officers to get HPD more engaged and invested in pa-

trolling our neighborhood. As Lt. Davis said – "The squeaky wheel gets the grease!" 

YOU can make the difference in reducing crime and improving safety in First Montrose 

Commons. Volunteer to attend the Central PIP and represent FMC each First Tuesday 

from 7:00-8:00pm at 1602 State Street. Contact president@firstmontrosecommons.org to 

be put on the email reminder list for PIP meetings and BE THE CHANGE rather than demanding 

the change. 

HFD
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Commercial Members help us 

keep our neighborhood special ! 

Please patronize these special businesses 

who support us . 

Email: tonystreecare4u@yahoo.com 

If you own a business and wish to become a  

commercial member of  

First Montrose Commons,  

please contact us via our web page: 

https://firstmontrosecommons.org 

Do you run a local business? 

Are you looking for opportu-
nities to build local clientele? 

 

 Why not support your civic association and help us 
improve the area for everyone? 

Commercial Memberships in First Montrose 
Commons are available from $50 - $500 per year. 

Your Business Info 

could be right here 

- 

Reaching  
your 

neighbors  
every month! 
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Excavation Crew 
uncovers old 
Southern Pacific 

RR Ties 
Crews excavating in the 500 

Block or West Main to install 

new stormwater drains 

unearthed several old railroad 

crossties buried when the 

Southern Pacific RR tracks 

through our neighborhood were 

abandoned and removed more 

than 100 years ago. The crossties 

have not fared well – having 

been waterlogged by several 

water main bursts during the 

1980’s and early '90’s. 

NSR 467 Problems? 
CONTACT INFORMATION: 
ZACH MARTIN 

Project Supervising Engineer 
United Engineers 

832-731-7299 

zkmartin22@gmail.com 

April Email Renewal Reminders 
Net 19 Renewals—  

Still Less than Half Have Paid 
2018 Dues 

Who Else Works as Hard or Effectively for Just $10 per Year? 
 

Membership renewals for 2018 are substantially behind the pace set from 2015-
17. Indeed, less than half of last year’s members have paid their 2018 dues as of 
April 30. This means we must focus our efforts on collecting dues, rather than 

working on other issues important to neighborhood residents. 

Please pay your 2018 First Montrose Commons 
Dues NOW, by scanning the QR code above, or  
visit. (https://firstmontrosecommons.org/323874-2/)  

     Thank You  
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_____________________________________happenings 
 

arts & entertainment______________________ 

 
FMC Crime Reports  
February 2018 
Location Crime Premises Date 

Time 
4000 
Stanford 

Theft Street 02.05  
9:00 pm 

3900 
Montrose 

BMV Bar parking 02.08  
11:00 am 

500 
Sul Ross 

Rape Residence 02.11  
1:00 pm 

600 
Colquitt 

BMV Street 002.17  
Midnight 

800 
Colquitt 

Auto theft Street 02.27  
9:00 pm 

 

ebruary gives us the short-

est month of the year and, 

for 2018, it gave FMC the 

fewest number of reported inci-

dents since we've been report-

ing.  

Always Report Everything! 
Police Patrols are assigned 

 based on reports received.

HIDE  LOCK  REPORT  
EVERYTHING! 

 

 

 

High School for Performing Arts www.hspva.org Get tickets at www.hspvaboxoffice.org 
Vocal Pop Concert — May 12, 7:00pm  
Spring Mariachi Concert – May 18, 7:00pm  

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)  www.crafthouston.org 
Light Charmer: Neon and Plasma in Action Through May 13 (a group show featuring artists who 
create a spectacle of light, color, & movement through neon & plasma sculpture & performance.  

Houston Museum of Natural Science — www.hmns.org 
Knights — Through May 10 — (Chivalry and duty are bound together by the masterpieces of 
European arms and armors, dating from the Medieval and Renaissance ages to the romanticized 
‘Medieval’ of the 1800’s.) 
Message in a Bottle — Through May 13 (Personal voices of everyday Americans are on display in this 
rare collection of messages found in bottles along the Mississippi and other U.S. rivers.) 

Museum of Fine Arts www.mfah.org 

The Glamour and Romance of Oscar de la Renta — Through March 18 
Arts of Islamic Lands: Selections from the as-Sabah Collection, Kuwait — Through Dec. 30 
Peacock in the Desert: The Royal Arts of Jodhpur, India —Through August 19  
Michelangelo & the Vatican: Masterworks from the Museo E Real, Bosco Di Capodimonte, Naples 
— Through August 19 

The Menil www.menil.org 
The Fabiola Project — Installation at the Byzantine Fresco Chapel— Through May 13 

Houston Museum of African American Culture www.hmaac.org 
The Beauty of Black Women  
The World of Lauren Kelley — Through July 7 

 

A real Italian bakery has opened in Montrose. It’s called LaSicilia and it’s in the strip center on 
Westheimer between Stanford and Whitney. Look for a Sunday brunch later in the year. Hey, 
Tony, pass the cannoli! 

Tll Aqua Car Wash — Montrose at W Dallas — be adding mixed drinks soon? Could be; the ap-
plication to TABC to serve on site is in process. “No suds with the Margaritas.”  

Zimms is now Vctor, and what a change. No longer your comfortable neighborhood bar, Vctor 
is a bar/lounge and very French. The name comes from Vctor Hugo. There’s lots of music from a 
live DJ along with the plush blue cushioning, the cheese trays and more.  

 

  

F

by tom mcbrayer 

= 1 day 
Membership in YOUR 

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

Please Join or Renew TODAY! 
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IF YOU LIVE, OWN PROPERTY, OR RUN A BUSINESS 

IN THE AREA ABOVE, WE WANT YOU TO JOIN OUR  

EFFORTS TO KEEP FMC THE BEST PLACE TO BE! 

Residents pay only $10 per person per year.  
Businesses can choose from three levels of  
membership from $50 - $500 per year. 

May 15 2018  FMC MEETING AGENDA 

NSR 467 Updates 
The Future of First Montrose Commons 

T h e  S T R E E T  I S  N O T  Y O U R  G A R A G E  

 
1. Parking on any street for more than 24 hours. 

2. Parking blocking ANY portion of ANY sidewalk – EVER. 

3. Parking between the sidewalks and the curb. 

4. Parking within 20 feet of ANY intersection. 

5. Parking within 30 feet of STOP sign or crosswalk. 

6. Parking facing the wrong way. 

Not even for “just a minute!” 

Helpful Contact Information 
CrimeReports™ 
https://www.crimereports.com/ 

 
https://communitycrimemap.com 

Who you gonna call? 
Emergencies -Life, Property in 

IMMEDIATE DANGER  �   

Non-emergency Police 

 

     

NEXTDOOR.COM  
– South Montrose Group –  

You can Join or Renew Your  

Membership for 2018 in 

Your Neighborhood Association 

https://firstmontrosecommons.org 

Still only $10.00 per person per year!  

That's just 3¢ per day! 

Dues for Membership in First Montrose Commons are due in 
January. Please help us to continue to advocate for our 
neighborhood by joining or renewing now.   –Thank you 


