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Despite Awful Weather… 
Significant Progress on  
NSR 467  

January's awful weather forced closure of HSPVA and cancellation of the FMC Meeting, and 

delayed NSR467 crews for a couple of days, but did not prevent significant progress in pav-

ing streets. Crews poured new concrete on Sul Ross, Branard, Greeley, Garrott and Bute 

streets.  

But you'd be hard pressed to find much joy amongst FMC residents over this news, as there 

still is not a single east-west street finished across the neighborhood, and there are only 

two north-south streets that remain relatively detour-free. And while crews have worked 

to reduce the mountains dirt around, January's wet weather has spread mud and muck 

everywhere. 

till, we are very impressed with the final installa-

tions of three creative tree protection solutions in 

FMC: Tree 871 (3900 block of Bute) now sits safely 

behind its new curb bump out; Tree 261 (812 Branard) 

has new crushed granite over its root area – both on the 

sidewalk and the driveway after collaboration among 

the property owner, FMC, City, and contractors; and 

numerous other large trees have had their roots pro-

tected by the installation of grated metal plates in place 

of concrete in the sidewalks. These solutions to preserve 

FMC's historic tree canopy are the result of many dis-

cussions and meetings between your neighborhood as-

sociation and the City of Houston over the past 14 years. 

We are delighted to report this success! 

Much still remains to be done, and your neighborhood 

association will continue its active engagement with 

the City and contractors to insure your concerns are 

addressed as construction moves forwards. 
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FMC MEETING 
Tuesday, February 20, 2018  

7:00 – 8:00pm 

HSPVA – Room 101  

(W Main @ Stanford) 

Curb bump-out protects vulnerable roots of Tree 871 in 

3900 block of Bute. FMC worked for months to protect 

this historic tree from damage during construction. 
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HFD Units had to park on Jack St (above) and Branard St 

(right) in addition to units on Sul Ross  to fight house fire 

on January 24th.  

Tree Preservation Solutions 
in NSR467 

Tree 261 required a different approach to protect its roots—

working with the property owner and the City, FMC and 

contractors agreed to use crushed granite to surface the 

sidewalk and driveway over this old oak's root bed. 

 

 

Grated metal plates in place of concrete on the sidewalks 

over the roots of these two oaks on Bute St. serve to 

protect their root systems. – One of three different tree 

preservation methods used in NSR467. 

 

 

HFD Battles House Fire, Mud 
& Detours in FMC 

January 24, 2018—
Houston Firefight-
ers had to battle 
construction de-
tours and muddy 
roads to extinguish 
a house fire report-
ed at 505 Sul Ross 
mid-morning on 
January 24. Units 
from multiple sta-
tions responded to 
the single alarm 
fire, and had to 
park equipment on 
Jack, Branard, and 
Sul Ross to access 
the property. For-
tunately, HFD made 
quick work of the 
job, preventing the  
fire from spreading  
to adjacent struc-
tures. 

The issue of emer-
gency services access to FMC properties is regularly 
addressed during the monthly construction progress 
meetings between the contractors,  
City and FMC representatives. Contractors are current-
ly required to keep all three fire stations that regularly serve FMC informed about road 
blocks, detours and conditions that could hamper access on a weekly basis.  

FMC Needs Families 

What is a neighborhood without families? All sorts of families, to be sure, are 

what distinguish just a place from a true neighborhood. We need the input of fami-

lies, those with young children, those with older children, and those who are liv-

ing their second childhoods, to help guide your neighborhood association's efforts 

to be sure we are addressing your family's concerns.  

Please attend the January 16 FMC meeting at HSPVA – and bring the kids. We want 

to know how we can make our meetings family and kid friendly so everyone can 

come. 
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CenterPoint 
Crews Move  
Electric Pole 
from Street – 
sort of… 

CenterPoint contractors at last 

have moved an electric pole out 

of the right-of-way at Stanford 

and Sul Ross – well sort of… 

The pole was originally relocated 

before the start of construction 

on NSR467, but was placed 

within the new turning radius 

at the intersection. Why 

CenterPoint did not install two 

poles further back from this 

intersection (as they've done 

elsewhere in FMC) is not known. 

The now RE-relocated pole still 

sits in the right-of-way, but is 

now "protected" by two handicap 

ramps. 

HISD Expects Budget Shortfall of 
$208 million in 2018 

How will this affect the HSPVA Campus? 
 

perfect financial storm in the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey" leaves HISD 

scrambling to adjust to an expected shortfall of $208 million following the 

loss of 1,800 students, payments under the Recapture Plan to other school 

districts, and expenses to repair the campuses damaged by the hurricane. 

An expected decrease in taxable property values as a result of storm damage 

means revenue from property taxes is certain to be significantly less than last 

year, BUT the amount HISD must pay to other school districts under Texas' contro-

versial Recapture system is based on the revenue collected in 2017 – before Hurri-

cane Harvey!   

Layoffs will be required at all levels throughout HISD according to the District's 

FAQ page on its website. Projects approved under the 2012 Bond Election will (and 

must by law) continue, using funds approved by that election.  

The Board of Education is currently studying its options while waiting for the fi-

nal certified property values in April, and could vote as soon as May on the new 

budget. Public Meetings are required before final approval in June.  

"The Board of Education has the option to decide in May whether or not it wants to 

put a Tax Ratification Election before voters to raise the tax rate of our mainte-

nance and operations from $1.04 to $1.17, which would bring the deficit down by 

$118 million to help offset the loss in property tax values. It would go to voters in 

a June election. If voters approve a new tax rate, some budget cuts and layoffs 

could be prevented. 

The $0.13 increase in the tax rate for a homeowner with a taxable value of 

$100,000 would cost an additional $130." 

http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/4/Budget_FAQ.pdf  

So, what does this mean for the current HSPVA Campus? 

Well, the current campus sits on approximately ¾ acre of prime real estate in the 

middle of one of Houston's hottest real estate markets. If HISD decided to liquidate 

the property, the new owners would be subject to the provisions of the Historic 

Preservation Ordinance (single family homes not more than 2-stories in keeping 

with FMC Historic District). But HISD only recently spent nearly $12 million on up-

grades to the HSPVA building, which was purpose-built as a performing arts 

school. Would it not be far more cost effective to use this property as a (page 4)  

"   
  A 
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HISD Budget Shortfall  
(from page 3) 
performing arts middle school, 

rather than trying to fit the 

middle school into some other 

buildings not built for that pur-

pose?  

There has been a school on this 

property for more than 100 

years; a school here is an inte-

gral component of our neighbor-

hood's rich historical character. 

We must quickly form a coalition 

to persuade the Board of Educa-

tion that the future of the cur-

rent HSPVA campus must be as a 

performing arts campus. It is 

the only cost-effective and pru-

dent use of this site which has 

produced so many of America's 

most successful performing art-

ists. 

Please attend the February 20 

FMC meeting at HSPVA to make 

your thoughts known and to join 

in our efforts to protect this im-

portant heart of our neighbor-

hood. 

Thanks to Our Long-time Corporate Member  
Viebig, McCommon, & Associates  
Renews Corporate Support for FMC 

Lebig. McCommon & Associates, PC, have renewed their long standing corporate 

support for First Montrose Commons. Located at 401 W Alabama, VMA has consistently 

supported FMC's efforts to preserve and protect our unique neighborhood for many years. 

Check out their web page https://vmatax.com to see how they can help with your tax and 

estate planning. 

Our Corporate Members help First Montrose Commons maintain our high level of commu-

nity engagement while keeping our individual dues the least of any active civic association 

in the area. Please support these neighbors' businesses! 

HPD Response Times Increasing as Houston's Growth 
Outpaces Number of Officers 

2018 May Be the Tipping Point as Chief Seeks Community Dialog to Add Officers 
KTRK Channel 13's Ted Oberg recently presented a series of reports documenting 
the effect Houston's shocking HPD manpower shortfall is having on the Depart-
ment's ability to respond to calls for help from citizens. Houston's phenomenal 
growth has not been matched by similar growth in the number of Houston Police 
Officers. http://abc13.com/alarming-rise-in-hpd-response-times-to-life-threatening-calls/3007774/ In fact, 
Houston's police force of only 5, 100 active duty officers is less than Philadelphia's 
(6,300) despite the fact that our population of 2.3 million far outnumbers theirs of 
1.5 million. Chicago has 13,000, and LA, 10,000 officers. (LA is about ¾ the area of 
Houston, Chicago is roughly ½ the area of LA)  

This critical shortfall is blamed on budgetary constraints – political speak for "we 
don't dare raise taxes enough to pay for services!" Indeed, Mayor Turner has im-
posed "we must live within our means" policy on all departments – including HPD 
& HFD – which means drastic reductions in overtime coverage and longer response 
times to critical calls for help. 

So what difference does 90 seconds delay make, really?  
Well, it could be the difference between preventing the shooting or having to call 
EMS after the shot. It could mean the difference between catching the robber and 
letting him go on to commit even more serious crimes. 

We must PAY for adequate police services, rather than settle for levels less than half 
our needs in order to save a few dollars each year. NOW is the time to let everyone on 
Council know that we DEMAND a targeted fund increase for PUBLIC SAFETY – even if 
that means paying higher taxes to get it. We must also demand that this increase can 
be used only to hire, pay and train emergency services personnel, and not to balance 
other budgetary shortfalls. 

 

More than 100 years of schools in the heart of FMC 

Montrose Elementary – HSPVA 
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First Montrose Commons  

2018 Board of Directors  

at the November 21, 2017 meeting: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Email: tonystreecare4u@yahoo.com 

Commercial Members help us keep  

our neighborhood special ! 

Please patronize these special businesses who support us . 

If you own a business and wish to become a  

commercial member of  

First Montrose Commons ,  

please contact us via our web page: 

https ://firs tmontrosecommons .org 
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Volunteers Needed 

NOW 
Need to survey damaged, 
dangling AT&T wires 
throughout FMC 

We need volunteers ASAP to 

complete a survey of the 31 

blocks of FMC looking for and 

documenting the location of 

damaged or hanging AT&T wires. 

This survey was to have been 

done last summer, but was in-

terrupted by Hurricane Harvey. 

We have a unique one-time only 

opportunity to have AT&T remove 

or replace all such damaged lines 

throughout the whole neighbor-

hood – but only if we act quickly 

to provide them with a compre-

hensive list. 

Please volunteer at the 

February 20 FMC meeting or 

via email online at the  

FMC website. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP NOW! 

E V E R Y  M E M B E R S H I P  C O U N T S  

FMC MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

2018 
he Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons was established  

24 years ago to protect and improve the residential character of our historic 

neighborhood. The dues for individuals were set at $10 per person per year 

and have not changed in those twenty-four years.  

How is it possible that we can maintain the high level of effective civic engagement 

for which First Montrose Commons is well known? The answer is that we have a 

long history of committed members who pay their dues and volunteer to work to-

gether to solve problems. We begin our 2018 Annual Membership Drive asking every-

one who lives, owns property, or runs a business in First Montrose Commons to 

once again step up and join or renew by paying your annual dues now. The less time 

we have to spend asking members to join or renew, the more time we have to devote 

to other challenges facing our neighborhood. 

We offer three methods to join or renew membership: 1- In person at a monthly 

meeting in cash, 2- in person at a monthly meeting via personal check, 3- online 

using PayPal via the FMC Website. You can use PayPal via our website to pay 

whether you have a PayPal account or not (it securely accepts your credit card 

payment). PayPal also now accepts payments from the venmo system. 

To make joining or renewing incredibly easy in this mobile world, we also offer the 

QR-Code below, which, when scanned using your mobile phone will take you direct-

ly to FMC's Membership PayPal page, where you can log in and pay your dues with 

just a few clicks. 

The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc. 

is a 501(c)(4) not-for-profit corporation.  
 

Dues or contributions are unfortunately 

NOT tax deductible. 

  

T 
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_____________________________________happenings 
 

arts______________________________________________ 
 
FMC Crime Reports  
December 2017 
Location Crime Premises Date 

Time 

200 
W Alabama 

Theft Apartment 
Parking lot 

12.01  
Midnight 

3900 
Montrose 

Robbery Specialty store 12.03  
6:00 pm 

800 
W Alabama 

BMV Apartment 
Parking lot 

12.06  
6:00 pm 

700 
W Alabama 

Burglary Restaurant 12.10  
10:00 pm 

900 
Richmond 

Theft Parking lot 12.14  
8:00 pm 

700 
W Alabama 

BMV Residence 12.16  
10:00 am 

800 
Richmond 

BMV Restaurant 12.16  
7:00 pm 

4100 
Garrott 

Burglary Multiplex 12.17  
5:00 am 

300 
W Main 

Theft Street 12.19  
10:00 am 

3900 
Montrose 

BMV Parking log 12.22  
11:00 am 

300 
W Alabama 

Burglary Not listed 12.28  
6:00 pm 

900 
Branard 

BMV  Parking lot 12.28  
6:00 pm 

300 
W Alabama 

Burglary Residence 12.30  
10:00 am  

 

Can we blame it on ongoing construc-
tion? All of the reported incidents for 
December were on the periphery of FMC. 
The bad guys don’t like the streets any 
more than we do.  

Always Report Everything! 
Police Patrols are assigned 
based on reports received. 

HIDE  LOCK  REPORT  
EVERYTHING! 

 

 

 

High School for Performing Arts www.hspva.org  
At the Apollo a Black History Production — February 22, 23, 24 7:00pm; February 25 2:00pm  
(The 2018 All-School Black History Production honors the legendary Apollo Theater in Harlem, New 
York City. At The Apollo is an original musical that will take you on a journey featuring performers 
who graced the stage from the 1930's to today and celebrate the importance of preserving culture and 
heritage.) Purchase tickets at www.hspvaboxoffice.org 

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)  www.crafthouston.org 
Light Charmer: Neon and Plasma in Action — February 9 – May 13 (a group show featuring artists 
who create a spectacle of light, color, & movement through neon & plasma sculpture & performance.  
Treachery of Material: The Surrealist Impulse in Craft — Through April 15 (The exhibition offers a 
series of puzzling and beautiful objects made from cast glass, fine metals and gemstones. 

Houston Museum of Natural Science — www.hmns.org 
Knights — Through May 10 — (Chivalry and duty are bound together by the masterpieces of 
European arms and armors, dating from the Medieval and Renaissance ages to the romanticized 
‘Medieval’ of the 1800’s.) 
Message in a Bottle — February 2 – May 13 (Personal voices of everyday Americans are on display in 
this rare collection of messages found in bottles along the Mississippi and other U.S. rivers.) 

Museum of Fine Arts www.mfah.org 

David Levinthal: Photographs 1972-2016 — Through February 19 
The Glamour and Romance of Oscar de la Renta — Through March 18 
Arts of Islamic Lands: Selections from the as-Sabah Collection, Kuwait — Through Dec. 30 

Contemporary Arts Museum www.camh.org 
Christopher Knowles: In a Word — Through March 25 

The Menil www.menil.org 
Mona Hatoum: Terra Infirma — Through February 25 
The Fabiola Project — Installation at the Byzantine Fresco Chapel— Through May 13 

Houston Museum of African American Culture www.hmaac.org 
The Beauty of Black Women  

 

Now we know who’s replacing Pepino’s on Richmond — Miss Saigon Café. Having just left Rice 
Lllage, they’ll be squeezing in next to Michael’s Outpost. 

Also, in that same Castle Court area, we’ve got The Black Hole. Just try to find a parking spot at 
the convenience store turned coffee shop. Impossible now, wait 'til the huge apartment complex 
in the same block opens later this spring.  

No word yet on the opening of the Menil’s new Drawing Institute. Sometime last fall was the 
original target date but something happened and now, nothing but silence.  

Impossible parking! When was the last time you found one at HEB? If you have a method, please 
let us know.  

Attention FMC thinkers: Now that Sears on Main has sold out down to the bare walls, what’s 
going to happen? Rice University owns the property plus the two blocks east including Fiesta’s 
site — a total of 9.4 acres. It’s on the Red Line, across the street from the Wheeler Transit Cen-
ter, close to US 59, half-way between downtown and the Texas Medical Center and a big homeless 
hangout. They’re already moving in.  

Sth the smashing success of the Axelrad beer garden (Alabama/Almeda), here’s the next one to 
try. It’s the Holman Draft Hall, 817 Holman. They’ve got wines and 100 beers on tap. Who’ll be 
the first to sample them all? 

 

 

by tom mcbrayer 
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IF YOU LIVE, OWN PROPERTY, OR RUN A BUSINESS 

IN THE AREA ABOVE, WE WANT YOU TO JOIN OUR  

EFFORTS TO KEEP FMC THE BEST PLACE TO BE! 

Residents pay only $10 per person per year.  
Businesses can choose from three levels of  
membership from $50 - $500 per year. 

February 20 2018  FMC MEETING AGENDA 

NSR 467 Updates 
2018 Priorities 

T h e  S T R E E T  I S  N O T  Y O U R  G A R A G E  

 
1. Parking on any street for more than 24 hours. 

2. Parking blocking ANY portion of ANY sidewalk – EVER. 

3. Parking between the sidewalks and the curb. 

4. Parking within 20 feet of ANY intersection. 

5. Parking within 30 feet of STOP sign or crosswalk. 

6. Parking facing the wrong way. 

Not even for “just a minute!” 

Helpful Contact Information 
CrimeReports™ 
https://www.crimereports.com/ 

 
https://communitycrimemap.com 

Who you gonna call? 
Emergencies -Life, Property in 

IMMEDIATE DANGER  �   

Non-emergency Police 

 

     

NEXTDOOR.COM  
– South Montrose Group –  

You can Join or Renew Your  

Membership for 2018 in 

Your Neighborhood Association 

https://firstmontrosecommons.org 

Still only $10.00 per person per year!  

That's just 3¢ per day! 


