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FMC MEETING
Tuesday, January 16, 2017
7:00 – 8:00pm
HSPVA – Room 101
(W Main @ Stanford)

NSR 467 – FMC Residents
Plod Along through Mud & Delays
One year on, everyone involved with NSR467 is pretty fed up with mud, muck, debris, and
delays. It is quite clear that the designs did not take into account the 140 years of "stuﬀ"
built on top of older "stuﬀ". Indeed, the designs still don't reﬂect what was put underground as little as two years ago, as construction crews continue to "encounter" gas lines
recently relocated – right into the paths of soon-to-be-built storm drains (Page 3).
FMC representatives attend monthly construction progress meetings to voice our concerns
to project engineers and supervisors. December's meeting was especially "frank", (Page 2)
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NSR 467 – Plodding Along … (continued from page 1)
as Dr. Robison from the Montrose Center recounted two incidents where HFD EMS personnel got stuck trying to move patients from the Center to the hospital. There was a lot of
discussion about grossly inadequate traﬃc control and signage, as well as the chaotic nature of where active construction sites "pop-up" without notice.
The meeting was a bit tense, as project supervisors advised FMC to "have a little patience"
because "construction is a messy business". Our reply was to remind everyone just how
patient we have been, but that there would be no compromises on matters of public safety
and emergency access to every structure in FMC.
FMC strongly emphasized the requirement to provide residents with SAFE, unimpaired
sidewalk access in every block of our very pedestrian neighborhood, and engineers and the
contractor all committed to improving pedestrian safety. (Indeed, crews began placing
temporary asphalt walkway patches the day following this meeting.)
Further, the need to keep Jack Street at Sul Ross safely passable was discussed in detail,
and agreement to pump standing water until new drains can be placed was reached.
Major problems continue along the entire length of Sul Ross as a result of the underground
AT&T cables (which were supposed to have been relocated more than a year ago). AT&T representatives reported that the completed intersection of Brandt at Sul Ross will require
partial demolition and reconstruction to ﬁx a junction box manhole that is not sited deeply
enough under the pavement to avoid severe damage. They anticipate the engineering will
require around two months, and construction another six months. This reconstruction is
HFD HAZMAT responds to gas leak at Greeley and to be done at AT&T's expense and not from the NSR 467 budget.
Sul Ross January 5 after crews rupture gas main

The meeting concluded with promises to work to better communicate with the neighborhood when site changes would occur.

BUT…
TCL crews began major construction along the 4000 block of Greeley just days before the
resumption of classes at HSPVA, and completely without notice to either HSPVA or FMC!
This construction is clearly needed – they are placing critically important storm drains,
but its timing has been the topic of MANY meetings, and we thought TCL understood the
need to keep Greeley open for parents to drop oﬀ and pick up students. ---WRONG!

AND THERE'S MORE…
On Friday, January 5, 2018 TCL Crews operating a large backhoe ruptured a gas main in the
3800 block of Greeley – adjacent to Siphon and the Blue Bird Circle freight dock. This required an HFD Hazmat response and a prolonged Fire Department standby presence while
waiting from crews from CenterPoint Gas to arrive. It was discovered that the ruptured
gas main had been installed directly in the path
of the planned storm drain by CenterPoint's Texarkana, AR based contractors.
We conclude with a photo I took on a recent visit
to Merida Restaurant on the East End that perfectly sums up everything…

indeed!
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Wild Weather marks
Uncommon Year in FMC
The past year began normally
enough, but soon saw the return of
drought conditions –aggravating the
dust stirred by construction. Just
as we'd almost adjusted to the need
for twice-weekly carwashes, in
comes Harvey—providing high
winds and nearly nine months'
worth of rain in three days.
Harvey proved an excellent test of
the partially completed new storm
water drainage system. Even with
less than a third in place, it handled
the 36 inches of rainfall as though
it were a summer shower.
Heavy rains continued to challenge
FMC as we tried to plan Neighborhood Kght Out and the Holiday Party – both of which had to be moved
due to ongoing construction. Dr.
Wheeler, his family and staﬀ came
to our rescue, hosting us at the Historic Milam House in high style.
The mild – even if a bit warm—Fall
gave way suddenly when the earliest snowfall ever recorded fell Deth
cember 8 –dusting FMC beautifully. Seasonably cold Holidays hardly
prepared us for the hard freezes of
the early New Year, but it looks like
most of the plants will be little
worse for the wear.

You can check out FMC's weather on
our website
https://firstmontrosecommons.org from a
station located in the heart of our
neighborhood.

FMC Invited to I-69
Planning and Environmental Linkage
(PEL) Study Stakeholders' Group
TxDOT selected First Montrose Commons as one of a handful of organizations to
participate in its I-69 PEL Study Stakeholders' Group. Representatives from the
Midtown TIRZ and Management District, the Upper Kirby TIRZ and Management
District, and from several large southwest neighborhoods were also invited. I was
the only representative from the Neartown area. The purpose of the group is to
provide early input to engineers and designers as they seek solutions to redesign I69 from Beltway 8 in the southwest to TX SPUR 527 in the east.
The ﬁrst meeting of the group occurred at TxDOT's Houston Regional Headquarters
on Washington Avenue December 12, 2017. It began with a display of section-bysection storyboards depicting current conditions (traﬃc patterns – including
points of origin and exit generated by capturing Bluetooth signals, accident rates,
and projected traﬃc growth). Then a detailed slide show featured a more in-depth
look at the methods used to obtain the data, growth projections for the area, and
an overview of the PEL Study process for the next two years.
This was a very "embryonic" meeting, designed to solicit feedback and input from
selected stakeholders to guide the preparation for future larger scope public meetings as the study moves forward. This study is the prelude to the redesign and rebuild of the southwestern I-69 corridor from Beltway 8 through the I-69 I-610 Galleria interchange, and on to the split at TX SPUR 527. FMC was selected to participate because of our prior engagement with TxDOT about the I-45 Corridor Project,
which actually begins this summer with the demolition and reconstruction of the
Montrose Bridges over I-69.
More detailed information is available at
https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/projects/studies/houston/houston-pel-i-69.html
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November Election Results
FMC Board of Directors 2018
FMC Members voted to approve a
letter supporting the Blue Line
Working Group's eﬀorts to persuade
METRO to build the University (Blue)
Line as a high priority Capital Project under the new METRONext Program. The Blue Line Working Group
advocates for high-capacity dedicated lane transit along the Richmond
Avenue Corridor as approved in the
2003 election. It does not specify
what type or mode of transit-rather
it speciﬁes that the transit should
exist in its own dedicated lane(s)
along the corridor.
FMC Members also elected the
First Montrose Commons
2018 Board of Directors
at the November 21, 2017 meeting:
President
Steve Longmire
Qce President
Bill Stewart
Treasurer
Mary Anne McBrayer
Secretary
Leslie Turner
Historian
Leslie Turner
Director of Activities
Robert Rlliamson
Director of Communications
Steve Longmire
Director of Membership
David Turner
Director of Security
Lance McKnight

2018 Promises More
Challenges, Opportunities for
First Montrose Commons
If you thought we faced a lot of challenges in 2017, just look at what 2018 has in store for us!
Of course the most obvious will be the ongoing construction, but I submit that
will not be the most diﬃcult or important challenge we face. No, not by a long
shot!
Rather, I believe FMC faces two much larger challenges this year: ﬁrst, we must

increase not only the number of paid members, but the involvement of all residents in our neighborhood to preserve, protect and improve its historic residential
character. Only if The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons is supported by a strong. Active, and involved membership will we be able to meet the
demands of the second, and perhaps most important challenge.
TheHighSchoolForThePerformingAndQsualArts! has called FMC its home for 36 of
its 47 years. That's about to change as they move to their new state of the art campus downtown in January of 2019. No one knows what's to become of the more
than ¾ acre-campus on the site of the historic Montrose Elementary once HSPVA
moves. We do know that any sale of the property would result in its immediate
inclusion in the First Montrose Commons Historic District- subjecting any development there to the City of Houston's Historic Preservation Ordinance. But we
must act now to help shape the vison for the future of this historically signiﬁcant
property. Proposals over the years to convert it into a neighborhood park, a trade
school, another HISD Magnet School, and even a branch of the University of St.
Thomas have all been ﬂoated, but none has garnered widespread support.

The time for "we'll think about that later" is over! – "Later" is NOW!
I propose to appoint an ad hoc committee to study possible alternative uses and
their potential impacts on First Montrose Commons. We will discuss what form
this committee should take at our January 16th FMC Meeting. We must arrive at a
neighborhood consensus of what WE want in OUR neighborhood before we can approach HISD. And we must begin discussions with HISD as soon as we have
achieved that consensus or the fate of this heart of FMC will be left to folks who
know nothing of our wonderful and unique historic neighborhood.

Please attend the January 16 FMC meeting at 7:00-8:00pm in Room 101 of
TheHighSchoolForThePerformingAndQsualArts!, 4001 Stanford at West Main
and contribute to this important dialog.
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Commercial Members help us keep
our neighborhood special!
Please patronize these special businesses who support us.
If you own a business and wish to become a
commercial member of
First Montrose Commons,
please contact us via our web page:
https://firstmontrosecommons.org

Email: tonystreecare4u@yahoo.com
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New Director of Public Comprehensive Review of FMC Bylaws Planned
Works Confirmed
Carol Haddock has been conﬁrmed as Director of the De-

Nearly ﬁve years have passed since the last review and revision of our Bylaws. It
is time to review them again to be sure that your neighborhood association continues to operate in the most eﬀective and eﬃcient manner possible.
The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons operates under two documents: The Articles of Incorporation – our legal "charter" as a Texas Not-for-Proﬁt
Corporation; and our Bylaws, which are required by the Articles of Incorporation
and specify how we conduct our regular operations. Regular review and revision of
the Bylaws helps us maintain our eﬀectiveness as well as our ﬁnancial security.

partment of Public Works and
Engineering by a unanimous
vote of City Council. She had
been serving as Acting Director
following the resignation of Dale
Rudick in July 2017.
The Department of Public Works
and Engineering is the largest
such accredited department in
the United States, with a budget
of $2.1billion and more than
3900 employees.

First Montrose Commons operates on a very lean budget. Our Oﬃcers and Directors are all volunteers, and we do not employ any outside consultants or mangers
to run our organization. Rather, we depend entirely on the combined expertise of
our members to keep us one of Houston's most active and eﬀective Civic Associations.
We are seeking four or ﬁve volunteers to serve on a working group to review the
current Bylaws and to recommend corrections or revisions to them. We must
complete this task by the Summer, in order to have enough time to vote to approve
any changes and to implement them before our November 2018 elections.
Ideally, any revisions to our Bylaws will also have the beneﬁt of simplifying and
streamlining our operations while insuring continued good business practices.
If you are able to help your neighborhood association in this important task,
please contact me at president@firstmontrosecommns.org

Parking within 20 Feet
of any intersection is
Illegal

I hope to announce the appointments to this working group at the February 20
FMC meeting.

The 20 feet is measured either
from the back of the curb, or the
back edge of the sidewalk if present. The distance increases to

FMC Needs Families

30 feet if there is a crosswalk
present.

What is a neighborhood without families? All sorts of families, to be sure, are
what distinguish just a place from a true neighborhood. We need the input of families, those with young children, those with older children, and those who are living their second childhoods, to help guide your neighborhood association's eﬀorts
to be sure we are addressing your family's concerns.
Please attend the January 16 FMC meeting at HSPVA – and bring the kids. We want
to know how we can make our meetings family and kid friendly so everyone can
come.

On Common Ground
January 2018 v24n1

by tom mcbrayer

7
FMC Crime Reports
October-November 2017
Location

Crime

Premises

4200
Jack
600
W Alabama

Aggravated
Assault
BMV

Street

3800
Brandt

Robbery

500
Richmond
4200
Garrott
500
Sul Ross
500
Richmond
700
Colquitt
600
Colquitt
700
Richmond
500
W Main
600
Richmond
500
Richmond
500
Sul Ross
600
Richmond
500
Branard
600
Richmond
600
Richmond
600
Richmond
200
W Alabama
500
Branard
3800
Stanford
3800
Stanford
500
Sul Ross
900
W Main

Theft
Robbery
Theft
BMV
Aggravated
Assault
Aggravated
Assault
BMV
Theft
BMV
BMV
Burglary
BMV
BMV
BMV
BMV
BMV
Theft
Aggravated
Assault
BMV

Strip
Business
Center
Street
Apartment
Parking Lot
Street
Rehab
Center
Street
Unknown
Multiplex
Parking Lot
Apartment
Parking Lot
Restaurant
Parking lot
Bar Parking
lot
Doctor’s
Office
Restaurant
Parking lot
Apartment
Parking lot
Restaurant
Parking lot
Restaurant
Parking lot
Restaurant
Parking lot
Apartment
laundry
Residence
Street

BMV

Street

Aggravated
Assault
Theft

Rehab
center
Parking lot

Date
Time
10.08
9:00 pm
10.09
1:00 pm
10.11
11:00
pm
10.12
Midnight
10.16
9:00 pm
10.19
4:00 pm
10.21
8:00 pm
10.22
Midnight
10.30
8:00 pm
10.31
12 noon
11.01
1:00 pm
11.01
7:00 pm
11.01
9:00 pm
11.02
9:00 pm
11.03
8:00 pm
11.06
9:00 pm
11.12
8:00 pm
11.15
8:00 pm
11.18
7:00 am
11.20
1:00 am
11.26
2:00 am
11.28
4:00 pm
11.28
6:00 pm
11.29
3:00 pm
11.30
9:00 am

Always Report Everything!
Police Patrols are assigned
based on reports received.

The three aggravated assault cases in October were all after dark and all concentrated on the south
side of FMC. And, for any of you who are runners/joggers/walkers/cyclists who use the trails along
Buﬀalo Bayou and Park on Allen Parkway, there has been a huge spike in BMV’s since the revamp of
the Parkway and additional parking.
The spotlight in November is on the 600 block of Richmond. Of the 9 BMVs reported within FMC, 5
occurred there. All were in the parking lot that serves Ono Poke. Next time you’re by there, have a
look at the back corner. A ﬁve-foot fence is all that separates the lot from houses on Jack Street. It’s
easily hopped and sometimes open.

_______________________________________________arts
High School for Performing Arts www.hspva.org
Vocal: Rnter Concert, January 12, 7:00 pm
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free) www.crafthouston.org
Head Gear — Through January 21
Contemporary Sign Painting in America — Through January 14
Houston Museum of Natural Science — www.hmns.org
Reality Check — Through January 21
Knights — Opens November 20
Museum of Fine Arts www.mfah.org
Arts of Islamic Lands: Selections from the al-Sabab Collection, Kuwait — Through January 28
The Glamour and Romance of Oscar de la Renta — Through February 19
David Levinthal: Photographs 1972-2016 — Through February 19
Contemporary Arts Museum www.camh.org
Christopher Knowles: In a Word — Through March 25
The Menil www.menil.org
The Fabiola Project — Installation at the Byzantine Fresco Chapel— Through May 13
Thirty Works for Thirty Years — Through January 28
Mona Hatoum: Terra Inﬁrma — Through February 25
Houston Museum of African American Culture www.hmaac.org
The Telling and the Told — Opened January 4

_____________________________________happenings
The Annunciation Greek Church, 3500 and expansion job includes a new gold dome. Ongoing construction there and at the school means traﬃc backups on W Alabama.
The sturdy old red brick home on Montrose at Oakley has been sold after several years on the
market. The sign is gone, the weeds also. The Kaye Marvins Photography studio is no longer.
Another new restaurant maybe? Right now, the windows are boarded and the property is surrounded by a fence.
Check the new hours at the Freed-Montrose Library: M, T, W — 9-6; Thursday — 12-8; Friday and
Saturday — 10-5.
The days for Sears on Main Street are numbered. Lots of bare shelves and racks with 20-40% oﬀ
sales. Rll the escalators last? According to old-timers, these were the ﬁrst escalators built in
Houston, back in 1939.
Brown paper and city permits on the windows at Zimm's Bar means _____________ (ﬁll in the blank).
You don't have to go to the 'burbs for the top high schools. We've got 'em right here. In a listing
of the top 25 high schools in Texas by US News and World Report, Carnegie Vanguard (Taft at
Dallas) was No. 2 in Texas and 8th nationally. The DeBakey High School for the Health Professions
(Main at Holcombe) was No. 4 in Texas and 18th nationally.
Another piece of Montrose is gone. Michelangelo's Restaurant has been removed to make way for
a Spenga Fitness Studio. If you didn't know, Spenga is out of Chicago and combines spin,
strength training and yoga.
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Helpful Contact Information
CrimeReports™
https://www.crimereports.com/
LexisNexis ® | Community Crime Map
https://communitycrimemap.com

Who you gonna call?
Emergencies

-Life, Property in

IMMEDIATE DANGER

Non-emergency Police

IF YOU LIVE, OWN PROPERTY, OR RUN A BUSINESS
IN THE AREA ABOVE, WE WANT YOU TO JOIN OUR EFFORTS TO KEEP FMC THE BEST PLACE TO BE!

All other City Services

311
Residents pay only $10 per person per year.
Businesses can choose from three levels of
membership from $50 - $500 per year.

BEST TO USE SMARTPHONE APP
H I D E

L OC K

RE P O R T

EVERYTHING!

January 16 2018 FMC MEETING AGENDA

NEXTDOOR.COM – South Montrose

NSR 467 Updates
2018 Priorities

Group

You can Join or Renew Your Membership for 2018 in

Your Neighborhood Association

https://firstmontrosecommons.org
Still only $10.00 per person per year!
That's just 3¢ per day!

1. Parking on any street for more than 24 hours.
2. Parking blocking ANY portion of ANY sidewalk – EVER.
3. Parking between the sidewalks and the curb.
4. Parking within 20 feet of ANY intersection.
5. Parking within 30 feet of STOP sign or crosswalk.
6. Parking facing the wrong way.

Not even for “just a minute!”

The STREET

IS NOT

YOUR GARAGE

