Are y ou p repar ed ?

Keep your Trees Trimmed, and your Car Tank at least ½ full!
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IS T HE DAY W E

HONOR

OUR

N ATI ON 'S V E T E RA N S

I T I S N O T A D AY O F M O U R N I N G

FLY THE FLAG PROUDLY AT FULL STAFF TO
HONOR OUR NATION'S HEROES!
NINETY - NINE YEARS LATER, THE WAR TO END ALL WARS STILL HASN ' T

– LEST WE FORGET!

First Montrose Commons meets TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21
7:00-8:00pm in Room 328 of The Montrose Center, 401 Branard at Bute St.
This is a change from our usual meeting location, and the room is a bit smaller. Please
arrive promptly, as we will hold FMC BOARD ELECTIONS and have a presentation from
the Customer Service Division of the Water Department about steps to take for Water
Meter Billing Errors. Plans for the FMC Holiday Party at Milam House will be announced, and there will be a special presentation from the Blue Line Working Group.
Everyone who lives or owns property in First Montrose Commons is
encouraged to attend – renters, families, - everyone!

I

t was a dark and stormy night – well, it did sprinkle and it was windy! The
weather did not dampen any "spirits" – emotional, metaphysical, or chemical
– as 25 kids and their accompanying adults enjoyed the McKnight's hospitality
at the historic old mansion. About the only thing truly frightening was the Sixth
Game – as adults watched the screen in horror while the kids painted pumpkins on
the front porch, oblivious to the tragedy unfurling on the big screen inside.
See Page 2 for photos

First Montrose Commons is on

You should be, too!
You can join
First Montrose Commons
– your neighborhood association – for
only $10 per person per year.
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Halloween at Hofheinz House

November 2017

It's about the CANDY!
he threatening weather forced a few last minute changes to our
plans for the Halloween Party—it had to be indoors or on the porch,
no outdoor pumpkin hunt and no place to hang a 25 lb. piñata! But
none of that mattered at all to the kids. From the very first arrival they asked
"when can we get the candy?" and, "how much candy do you think is in
there?"

Heavy Trash &
Recycling Resume

A large plastic tarp was spread over the lovely marble front porch, while the
kids wandered about inside looking for their hidden mini-pumpkins to paint.
Once outside one or two of them were not happy with these small gourds
and attempted to heist the large decorations from the porch to serve as
their canvases! The decorative large pumpkins restored to their safe locations, the painting began and a variety of styles from Monet-esque to Cubist, to the worst nightmares of Dalí all emerged as the kids created their
masterworks. One young Picasso- not to be limited by the size of the minipumpkin- even created a much larger rendering on the tarp itself!

The City resumed Heavy Trash (Tree Waste,
this month) pickup on November 1st, after
having announced earlier that they did not
know when it would resume-leaving many
of us without the opportunity to place tree
waste curbside in time. On the bright side,
at least this vital service has resumed, and
you can place your heavy trash curbside
Wednesday, December 6 for pickup.

But the joys of creative release were short-lived as the clamoring to bash the
piñata rose. The large papier-mâché gourd was brought out onto the porch
and Power Rangers, Witches, Unicorns, and a hoard of others descended
upon it – tearing an opening so they could extract their treats. Some even
tried to dive into the piñata itself for a better advantage!

Collection of the Green Can Recycling also
resumes, and Monday, November 20 is
your next opportunity to place the Green
Cans Curbside.

Meanwhile indoors the real horror unfurled on the big screen TV as the
Astros surrendered their chance to whip the Dodgers in Game Six – the
howls and groans from the onlookers rivaled those of any haunted house in
town.
Ah, but it was still a school night, and bedtimes called, so as quickly as it had
begun the party ended with our young Commoners carting off their treasures.

A Reminder – Solid Waste Trucks need a
minimum of THREE FEET of clearance on
both sides of cans.
If your curb is blocked by construction –
label your cans with your address, and
place them where the Solid Waste Trucks
can access them, or they will not be
emptied.

Our thanks to Lance & Barbara for once again hosting this FMC Tradition in
their wonderful home. The decorations, food, and beverages were all spot
on!

Water Bill Worries?
Attend the November 21 FMC Meeting to Learn Your Options
Far too many FMC residents and businesses have suffered customer-side
leaks following the switchover from the old water mains to the new system.
Most of these begin several days after the construction crew "completes" the
switchover-having used excavation rubble as backfill rather than stabilized
sand. As the ground and backfill settle and shift, the PVC customer-side
connection cannot support the weight of the metal meter and breaks - leaving the resident to pay thousands of dollars for leaks clearly caused by the
contractor's careless approach to filling the holes they've dug.
FMC has arranged for the Customer Service Division of the Water Department to come explain our rights under the City's Water Ordinance to protest
these bills and to explain the steps necessary to protect those rights. We will
meet in Room 328 of The Montrose Center- a bit smaller than our usual
location- so please arrive promptly if you want a seat! The presentation will
begin immediately following FMC Board Elections.

If your Trash & Recycling is Not
Being Collected in a Construction
Zone
Please label your cans with your address and
PLACE THEM ON THE OPPOSITE SIDE OF
THE STREET or DOWN THE BLOCK so the
Solid Waste Truck Can ACCESS Them
Solid Waste Management requires 3 FEET of
clearance on both sides of cans for the
automated trucks to work. Further, the arm
can only reach out so far. So if the
construction blocks the reach of this arm,
YOUR CANS WILL NOT BE EMPTIED.
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Do you live between
W Alabama and
Richmond,
Montrose and
Milam (Spur 527)?

Then you live
in

First
Montrose
Commons!
And

We Want

YOU
To Join Us
RENTERS
SINGLES
FAMILIES with KIDS
EVERYBODY WELCOME!
Check out our website –
https://firstmontrosecommons.org

our social network works for you!SM

O

10%

ne person decided how to spend ten people's
money in Houston's most recent Bond Election.

That's right— voter turnout was only 10% to decide well over
$1 BILLION spending to cover pensions, public safety, parks, and libraries.
That same one person in ten also enabled the perpetuation of our Legislature's bad practice of putting every aspect of State operations into our
State's already ridiculously over bloated Constitution. Rather than actually
legislating how to run Texas, our Legislators choose regularly to stuff their
favorite causes into amendments to the State Constitution during off-ballot
low-turnout years.
The only way to truly hold our elected representatives accountable is to fulfill
our civic duty to vote – every election, every issue.

So, thank you if you did vote—
it is what our Veterans fought for!

First Montrose Commons VOTES
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 21
B OARD OF D IRECTORS E LECTION B EGINS AT 7:00 PM
This past year provided FMC with many challenges and opportunities. Our
long awaited street and sidewalk reconstruction began in earnest; TIRZ27
began its public meetings to develop its project proposals; TxDOT unveiled
its plans to demolish the Montrose Bridges over US 59; and your neighborhood association successfully fought to prevent the removal of dozens of
historic old trees by contractors working on NSR467. Construction forced
changes in HSPVA's Bus Routes, and FMC played a key role in developing a
more efficient and safe traffic pattern. Construction also forced changes in
the venues for Neighborhood Night Out and Trick-or-Treat.
Yes, 2017 was a very busy year. But 2018 promises to be even more so. The
construction will continue, and we'll have to deal with damages caused to
water lines and property. We must develop our preferred plan for the use of
the HSPVA campus once they move downtown. We also need to review and
revise our Bylaws and operations to make them as efficient and appropriate
to current conditions as possible.

Your support for and participation in YOUR neighborhood association
is more critical than ever. Please attend our monthly FMC Meetings &
join us.
Any paid Active Member of First Montrose Commons may serve on the
Board. The current nine positions are: President; Vice President; Treasurer;
Secretary; Historian; Director of Activities; Director of Communications; Director of Membership; and Director of Security. If you think you can help,
but would like some time to learn first, please contact us-we'd be delighted
to tutor you!

November 2017
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Commercial Members help us keep
our neighborhood special!
Please patronize these special businesses who support us.

Is Your Ad Missing?
Then it's time to
renew
Contact us today!

Email:

If you own a business and wish to become a commercial member of
First Montrose Commons, please contact us via our web page:

Strong neighborhood businesses help build strong neighborhoods.
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Say It Isn't So!

Venerable Journal to
Live Online Now
ovember 3, 2017 marked the
last print edition of the
HoustonPress-the local tabloid
where you could always get the
latest scandals, some good indepth journalism, and of course the
notorious personals! Its guides to local
dining from cheap to posh and
entertainment of every kind provided
hours of diversion in countless waiting
rooms, eateries, and hair salons
throughout Montrose. But the perils of
modernity have caught up with the Press
and it now will live online only like so many
of its predecessors. Let's not let this
Houston institution fade to black – be sure
to check them out online.

Their online announcement can be found
here—
http://www.houstonpress.com/content/
printView/9931333

November 11
10am – 9pm
706 Richmond Avenue

More details at
http://www.foelberpottery.com/Housing
-Project-Gallery-Show-2017.html

New Venue Announced

Milam House to
Host FMC Holiday
Party Dec 5
The First Montrose Commons Annual Holiday Party moves
to Milam House December 5 from 6:30-8:30pm–
Mark your calendars now (or just scan the qr-code on the flyer below!).
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by Tom McBrayer
Sep tembe r 2017
LOCATION

TheHighSchoolForThePerformingAndVisualArts! – https://hspva.org
CABARET – Nov 7—11 7:00pm; Nov 11 Matinee 2:00pm
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (FREE)
For Hire: Contemporary Sign Painting in America — Through Jan. 7
Storyline: The Contemporary Quilt — Through Jan. 7
Houston Museum of Natural Science —
Faces from the Southern Ocean — a photographic exhibit through Dec. 22
Contemporary Arts Museum —
Annabeth Rosen: Fired, Broken, Gathered, Heaped — Through Nov. 26
Houston Museum of Fine Arts —

CRIME

PREMISES

DATE
TIME

500
BMV
Apartment
09.03
Richmond
Parking Lot
9:00 pm
900
BMV
Other parking 09.05
Richmond
lot
1:00 am
700
Theft
Unknown
09.11
Richmond
10:00 am
3900
BMV
Parking lot
09.12
Montrose
7:00 am
500
Theft
Driveway
09.16
Branard
1:00 am
4000
BMV
Carport
09.17
Greeley
11:00 pm
500
Theft
Apartment
09.18
Branard
1:00 am
700
BMV
Parking lot
09.19
Richmond
11:00 am
400
BMV
Parking lot
09.20
Branard
6:00 pm
200
Burglary Apartment
09.23
W Alabama
7:00 pm
4100
Theft
Miscellaneous 09.27
Montrose
Business
8:00 am
900
Theft
Service station 09.27
Richmond
6:00 pm
Jack @
Theft
Apartment
09.27
Colquitt
11:00 pm
800
BMV
Restaurant
09.28
Richmond
9:00 pm
200
BMV
Parking lot
09.30
W Alabama
4:00 am
800
BMV
Parking lot
09.30
W Main
4:00 pm
Any place, any time. That’s when one of the
world’s easiest crimes can occur. Burglary of a
Motor Vehicle ((BMV) still dominates in
Houston including FMC. Take it with you or
keep it out of sight.
CrimeReports™
https://www.crimereports.com/

The Menil Collection (FREE) —

Thirty Works for Thirty Years — Through January 28
Mona Hatoum: Terra Infirma — Through February 25
The Fabiola Project, Installed at the Byzantine Fresco Chapel,
Houston Museum of African American Culture –
The Magnificent Faith Ringgold — Through October 22
Art Blocks at Main Street Square —

LexisNexis® | Community Crime Map
https://communitycrimemap.com

Who you gonna call?
Emergencies -Life, Property in
IMMEDIATE DANGER



Non-emergency Police

All other City Services

311

BE ST TO USE SMARTPHON E APP
HIDE

•

LOCK

•

REPORT

EVERYTHING!
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IF YOU LIVE, OWN PROPERTY, OR RUN A BUSINESS
IN THE AREA ABOVE, WE WANT YOU TO JOIN OUR
EFFORTS TO KEEP FMC THE BEST PLACE TO BE!

Nov . 11, 2 01 7 1 0am – 9pm
Foelber G allery Benef it for
Hab it at for Human it y
706 Richm ond Ave .

Tuesday, November 21, 2017

Residents pay only $10 per person per year.
Businesses can choose from three levels of membership
from $50 - $500 per year.

November 21 FMC MEETING AGENDA
FMC BOARD ELECTION
Water Meter Billing Errors & Construction Damage

Firs t M ontr ose Com mon s Ge nera l Me et in g

FMC BOARD ELECTIONS
The Montrose Center – Room 328
401 Branard @ Bute St

1. Parking on any street for more than 24 hours.
2. Parking blocking ANY portion of ANY sidewalk – EVER.
3. Parking between the sidewalks and the curb.

Tuesd ay, December 5, 2 017
FMC ANN UAL HOLID AY P AR TY
Milam House
4100 Milam @ We st Ma in
6:30-8:30pm

4. Parking within 20 feet of ANY intersection.
5. Parking within 30 feet of STOP sign or crosswalk.
6. Parking facing the wrong way.

Not even for “just a minute!”
The STREET

IS NOT

Rather than publishing yet
more photos of mud
mountains & construction
debris let's have a look at
one of FMC's creature's
take on it all – and an
unexpected gift after
recent rains.

YOUR GARAGE

