
FR IDAY  SEPTEMBER  22  DEADL INE  TO  
PAY  20 1 7  FMC  Due s  

It’s EASY - $10/person – Cash or Check at Meetings – PayPal online at 

https://firstmontrosecommons.org  PayPal now accepts  

three methods available – online, in person, or mail a check. Please join or renew 

today to support YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION.  

 

 

HSPVA Resumes Classes Sept 11 

Statewide Text while Driving Ban Law In Effect 

Thank you, HSPVA for helping to save cars during Harvey! 

Classes resume Monday, Sept. 11 with all new bus and traffic plans at HSPVA. 

There is bound to be a bit of confusion as everyone gets their bearings sorted 

during the first week. Please remember you can NEVER PARK within 20 feet of the 

back side of the sidewalk at an intersection, and NEVER BLOCK A SIDEWALK OR 

DRIVEWAY. Parking enforcement is likely to be quite strict.           MORE, PAGE 2  

FMC NEEDS YOU NOW 
CANDIDATES SOUGHT FOR BOARD ELECTIONS NOVEMBER 21 

DEADLINE TO PAY 2017 DUES – FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 

Your Neighborhood Association needs you now! Our paid membership this year is 

down and we cannot continue our effective work to protect and improve our 

neighborhood without your support. We have elections each year to fill our Board, 

and it is vital that residents with new talents and new ideas step up to keep our 

Neighborhood Association vigorous and vital.  

                                                       Please see what you can do to help on PAGE 2  
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First Montrose Commons is on 

 

You should be, too! 

 
You can join  
First Montrose Commons  
– your neighborhood association – for 
only $10 per person per year.  

The Newsletter of the Civic Association of the First Montrose Commons, Inc. 

P R E S E R V I N G  O U R  H I S T O R Y  

P R O T E C T I N G  O U R  F U T U R E  

September 
V23 No8 

Are y ou p repar ed ?     

Keep your Trees Trimmed, and your Car Tank at least ½ full! 

ht tp : / /www.bbc. c om/new s /magaz i ne- 41123284   

New Storm Drains Mitigate Harvey's Effects for FMC 
Even with less than half of the new storm drain system in place, FMC residents 

were relieved to see how quickly our streets drained during four days that 

brought 31.78 inches of precipitation to the neighborhood.           MORE, PAGE 2  



A Visit from Harvey 
FMC Spared the Worst 

arvey provided FMC with several good 

tests—the nearly 32" of rain tested the 

new drainage systems – and our roofs, and 

wits. It tested our ability to once again 

work together as a neighborhood to pre-

vent flood damage to our cars, and after-

wards to recover from the mess left be-

hind. Mostly, though, Harvey provided us 

with an important lesson about storm pre-

paredness on the Gulf Coast.  

We have a lot of new residents in FMC 

since Ike and Allison-most of whom have 

not ridden out a storm before. Harvey 

demonstrated how quickly things can 

change from hot and sunny to downright 

frightening and why everyone needs a plan 

in advance. Our thanks to HSPVA for once 

again leaving the Faculty Lot open so folks 

could move cars to higher ground. Unlike 

Allison, the water never flooded their park-

ing lot when the streets filed. 

Harvey showed us that we must all work to 

keep storm drain inlets clear of obstruc-

tions. The flooding at Jack and Sul Ross 

was the result of old drains block by debris 

and a fallen manhole cover. Once cleared 

after the storm – the intersection drained. 

And Harvey taught us how important it is 

to get and maintain FLOOD INSURANCE – 

even if you've never flooded! The fact 

you've never flooded and live in FMC, 

means you're likely to pay the lowest rates 

available for this important coverage. You 

should also know, that once you've bought 

your policy – there is a mandatory 30-day 

waiting period before it takes effect, so, no, 

you can't just buy it when a storm's ap-

proaching! 

The last lesson I hope we learn from Har-

vey is one we clearly learned in Ike – how 
important it is for everyone in the 
neighborhood to pitch in and help clean 
up in whatever way they're able after 
the storm. We desperately need to re-

move muck from the sidewalks, and to 

empty containers of standing water now, 

and to collect and stack broken limbs and 

trash for pickup. Please do whatever you 

can.  

And Stay Safe! (you might want to check 

that you've had a tetanus booster in the 

past ten years – time flies!) 

HSPVA Returns to Campus for its 

Last Full Year in FMC 
Classes Resume Monday September 11 

NEW BUS & TRAFFIC PLAN THIS YEAR 

At the request of HSPVA Administration a working group, including FMC, 

met to discuss ways to improve the Bus and Traffic plan for HSPVA in light of 

the construction around campus. The objectives were to provide the safest, 

most rapid access for the 31 buses to drop off or pick up students, and the 

same for parents doing so. Further, separating parent/student traffic from 

bus traffic was a major goal to ease congestion and improve safety. Given 

the condition of the roads surround HSPVA, the plan below was agreed. This 

plan will be further reviewed the week before classes resume as conditions 

warrant. 

Of significance to FMC residents—there are likely to be new street 
parking restrictions around the campus, especially along the West side 

of Greeley St (which is the designated drop off zone for parents). We know 

that there will be confusion with some drivers not following these routes the 

first days of school, but hope that everyone will cooperate and things will 

quickly settle into the new routine.  

Your Neighborhood Needs YOU Now 
First, if you live or own property in First Montrose Commons, we need you to 
join the Neighborhood association and pay our 2017 dues ($10 per person 
per year) now. Paying your dues enables you to vote or hold office, and 
supports our efforts to preserve and improve your  neighborhood. You can 
pay online at https://firstmontrosecommons.org ; or by check or cash at 
the meeting. WE ENCOURAGE RENTERS TO JOIN FMC, ESPECIALLY 
PARENTS OF HSPVA STUDENTS. 

Next, it is vital to the health of any organization that its leadership is contin-
ually refreshed with new people and ideas. FMC is no different. Your current 
Board certainly has a wealth of experience, but we genuinely want new peo-
ple to serve and provide ideas. If you are a paid active member of FMC, 
please consider running for a Board Position. Contact any member of the 
Board via the website or in person at the September 19th meeting to ask how 
you can serve. 

H
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An Invitation to Our HSPVA 

Families from your Adopted Neighborhood 
S WE BEGIN HSPVA'S LAST FULL YEAR IN FIRST MONTROSE COMMONS, 
I'd like to invite every HSPVA Family to join the neighbor-
hood association of your adopted neighborhood. Through-
out the 35 years that HSPVA has been at the heart of our 
neighborhood, scores of families have temporarily or perma-
nently relocated here so their young artists could attend. 

We know how involved you are in your students' lives, and 
we want you to know that we, too, have cared for their safety 
and the rich environment of the neighborhood where they 
are honing their crafts. 

First Montrose Commons has held its regular monthly 
meetings in HSPVA since our association was incorpo-
rated in 1994. We have worked to get 4-way stop signs 
around the campus, as well as cross-walks. As NSR467 
(the massive construction project surrounding you now) 
was planned and began we worked closely with HSPVA 
Administration and the contractors and City of Houston 
to provide safe bus and traffic routes through the con-
struction, and to address potential problems as they oc-
curred. We successfully fought to preserve the large oaks 
around the neighborhood that were slated to be re-
moved and "replaced" as part of the project. 

We'd very much like you to join the neighborhood associa-
tion so that you can bring to us your concerns as parents of 
a student at HSPVA, and as residents of our unique neigh-
borhood. Our dues are only $10 per person per year (and 
have remained so since our founding in 1994!) 

You can join online via our website 
https://firstmontrosecommons.org  using PayPal (even if 
you do not have a PayPal account), or in person at our 
monthly meetings using cash or check.  

To those of you new to our neighborhood – welcome! Oth-
ers who've been here a while will already know what a spe-
cial place FMC is, and we truly hope that when the campus 
moves downtown, you'll choose to stay here and make FMC 
your home, after all—it's just under 2 miles away! 

Our next meeting will be  

Tuesday, September 19, 2017  
from 7:00-8:30 pm in  

Room 106-107 of The Montrose Center,  
401 Branard at Bute St. 

We will feature a special presentation from TxDOT about the 
planned demolition and reconstruction of the Montrose 
Bridges over US59/I-69 in preparation to lower the freeway 
all the way around Downtown. The meeting will begin with a 
discussion about current construction issues and plans for 
National Night Out in FMC. Please come see what your 
adopted neighborhood is all about – welcome to our family! 

Sincerely, 

Stephen Longmire, MD 
President 
The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc. 

NSR467 – 467 

Days to go… 
As of September 1, 2017, there remain 467 days to go to 
complete NSR467. Hope you're not numerologically suspi-
cious! Here's a little evidence to show the potential bene-
fits to come. 

 

The new pavement along Stanford Street from W Alabama 
to W Main gives us a tantalizing taste of just how nice our 
new streets and sidewalks will be—467 days on. True 
enough, there have been some significant bumps in our 
roads--both literally and figuratively.  

Problems with water service switchovers continue to 
plague the project, with ever more homeowners facing 
large bills resulting from poor workmanship by the sub-
contractor. Once again, we strongly urge you to photo-
graph your water meter reading with a digital camera 
before your water line is switched to the new services. 
You will need an accurate reading of how much you 
used before the leak when you appeal.   

Some folks were even missed altogether in the line switch-
over—only learning when their water failed as the old line 
was capped! FMC has reached out to the Water Depart-
ment for a speaker to address these issues at our meeting, 
but it remains uncertain whether they will be able in light 
of the current area-wide emergency.  

In the meantime – if the leak is on your side of the meter, 
the indicator on your meter will be spinning very rapidly; if 
on the city side, it will not. The only way to avoid huge wa-
ter bills for customer side leaks is to turn the water off at 
the meter valve beside the meter until repairs can be 
made. You should immediately report any customer 
side leaks following switchover of your service to Jeff 
Griffis (jeffg@unitede.com) so he can get a crew to re-
pair them, and to 311, where it is essential you mention 
WBS Number N-000400-0001-4 and that the leak re-
sulted from a contractor damaging your line during the 
project. 

A

Although the roadways flooded (as intended) during 

the peak rainfall, they quickly cleared once it let up. 
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Fall Fun in FMC 

throughout 

 October
S O C I A L S ,  F E S T I V A L S ,  T R I C K S  A N D  T R E A T S !  

Tuesday, OCTOBER 3 6-8pm 

700 W MAIN 

24th Annual Neighborhood Night Out – 

the party that started it all! 

LIVE MUSIC by Chris Lively, Ice Cream 

Social (just like at the first party), food, 

friends, and drinks, and BEER by Brandon 

of the D&Q Beer Station. 

October 5-8 

Yoakum Blvd. 

Annunciation Orthodox Cathedral's 
51st Annual Greek Festival 

October 12-15 

University of St. Thomas Campus 

39th Annual Italian Festival  

Tuesday, OCTOBER 31 6-8pm 

route to be determined 

ADVANCE SIGN UP REQUIRED 

TRICK-or-TREAT in FMC! –  

Our own special preplanned Halloween 

walk and afterparty for kids and their 

parents. Sign up at 

https://firstmontrosecommons.org/sign-up-for-
trick-or-treat/  or scan the QR code below: 

 

 

 

  

Deadline to sign up is 

October 25
th
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Email:  

Commercial Members help us keep  
our neighborhood special ! 

Please patronize these special businesses who support us . 

If you own a business and wish to become a commercial member of  
First Montrose Commons , please contact us via our web page: 

 

Strong neighborhood businesses help build strong neighborhoods. 
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HIDE 

LOCK 

REPORT 

EVERYTHING  
Money Crimes Increase 
as Days Shorten 
 

As our days shorten and folks are distract-
ed by the chaos of construction and recov-
ery, compounded by holiday planning and 
the need to get out to enjoy cooler weath-
er, criminals have taken notice of the new 
opportunities to relieve us from the bur-
dens of our possessions. (how's that for a 
run-on sentence!?!) 

Please slow down just a bit and remember 
to HIDE EVERYTHING LOCK EVERYTHING, 
and REPORT EVERYTHING. Criminals don't 
really care how much it's worth – just that 
it's worth. They are looking for quick easy 
opportunities and our distraction affords 
them just the chance. Be aware of your 
surroundings – do you really need to have 
both earbuds in; must you update your 
tinder grinder face page right now? Take a 
look around as you walk the dog. Perhaps 
even meet another real live human along 
the way. Criminals notice that, too, and 
avoid areas where folks are aware and 
engaged. 

Watch where and how you park – and 
leave NOTHING inside your car – not a 
towel, not a quarter in the console – 
NOTHING. Avoid parking next to shrubs 
that can hide thieves as they break your 
window in a second. 

Speaking of shrubs—is your vision of rec-
reating the Boboli Gardens in the space 
between the sidewalk and street appropri-
ate to the location where so many "oppor-
tunists" are looking for spots to hide while 
they gather their loot?  

And, if the worst should happen – ALWAYS 
REPORT IT – HPD assigns resources based 
on the number and type of reports in an 
area. No reports – everything must be OK. 

–After Harvey 
Steps we all need to take to prevent injuries 

and illnesses for ourselves and our pets 

The flooding of our streets and yards in FMC was not with pure clean water; it was 
a toxic mix of road grime, chemicals from garages and garbage cans, and feces – 
both human and animal. It deposited a "fragrant" coating of bacteria and viruses 
in the soil and everywhere it touched. Now, for the most part, most of earth's 
animals (including humans) have evolved defenses against the usual encounters 
with these nasties. But –Harvey's present was anything but usual! 

In the coming weeks it is especially important to WASH YOUR HANDS – WASH 
YOUR HANDS – WASH YOUR HANDS with plain old soap and water to avoid carry-
ing these infectious agents into your eyes, nose, mouths, or litt le cuts and scrapes. 
It is also important to EMPTY ANY STANDING WATER DAILY to help reduce the 
risk of mosquito borne illnesses.  

While you're out walking – be on the lookout for orphaned creatures – snakes, 
possums, raccoons, rats, and others-who sought shelter from the flood and are 
now trying to figure out how to get back where they belong. Carefully pick up 
debris and put it in piles curbside for pick up so that FMC's youngest adventurers 
aren't tempted by things best not touched by young hands.  

And don't forget that your pets are curious about all these new smells and temp-
tations as well. If your animal is not yet "chipped" please do so now. All these new 
temptations lead to wandering away from home – with a harder time to follow the 
scent back. If they get into a dirty spot – wash their paws to avoid them licking 
contaminated water or soil off and getting sick. 

All just common ¢, I know, but worth reminding ourselves what they told us as 
kids! 

Statewide Ban on Texting While Driving NOW IN  Effect  

SCHOOL STARTS SEPTEMBER 11  
 

DRIVE WITH EXTRA CARE AS STUDENTS RETURN TO 
CONSTRUCTION CHAOS

 
If your Trash & Recycling is 

Not Being Collected in a 
Construction Zone 

Please label your cans with your 
address and PLACE THEM ON THE 
OPPOSITE SIDE OF THE STREET or 
DOWN THE BLOCK so the Solid 
Waste Truck Can ACCESS Them 

One Hundred Nine of 

your Neighbors Have 

PAID for Your 

Neighborhood 

Association 

https://firstmontrosecommons.org 
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Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (FREE) 

For Hire: Contemporary Sign Painting in America — Sept. 22 – Jan. 7 

Storyline: The Contemporary Quilt — Sept. 22 – Jan. 7 

Houston Museum of Natural Science —  

Mapping Texas: From Frontier to the Lone Star State — Through October 8 

Faces from the Southern Ocean — a photographic exhibit through Dec. 22  

Contemporary Arts Museum —  

Annabeth Rosen: Fired, Broken, Gathered, Heaped — Through Nov. 26 

Houston Museum of Fine Arts —  

The Menil Collection (FREE) — 

As Essential As Dreams: Self-Taught Art, Through October 16 

The Fabiola Project, Installed at the Byzantine Fresco Chapel, 
Houston Museum of African American Culture –    

The Magnificent Faith Ringgold — Through October 22 
Art Blocks at Main Street Square —  

 
by Tom McBrayer   

Ju ly  2017  

Location Crime Premises Date 
Time 

3800 
Montrose 

Theft University 07.01  
10:00 am 

800 
Richmond 

BMV Restaurant 07.01  
12:00 noon 

4000 
Greeley 

BMV Street 07.02  
2:00 am 

700 
Colquitt 

Auto Theft Street 07.03  
3:00 am 

900 
W Main 

Theft Residence 07.06  
12:00 noon 

400 
Branard 

Drugs Office 
Building 

07.07  
2:00 am 

700 
W Alabama 

BMV Restaurant 
Parking lot 

07.07  
8:00 pm 

4200 
Roseland 

BMV Street 07.07  
8:00 pm 

900 
Richmond 

BMV Service 
Station 

07.08  
3:00 pm 

600 
W Alabama 

Burglary Office 
Building 

07.10  
6:00 am 

500 
Richmond 

BMV Apartment 
Parking Lot 

07.13  
4:00 pm 

900 
Sul Ross 

Auto Theft Street 07.13  
6:00 pm 

400 
Branard 

Burglary Rehabilitation 
Center 

07.21  
12:00 noon 

900 
Richmond 

Theft Service 
Station 

07.23  
10:00 pm 

3800 
Brandt 

Robbery Apartment 07.24  
3:00 am 

700 
W Alabama 

BMV Strip Center 07.27  
6:00 pm 

500 
Richmond 

Auto Theft Street 07.29  
1:00 am 

What gets your attention for July is that 

all but one of the seventeen offences are 

what HPD calls “money crimes.” Break a 

car window and steal a briefcase or  

just steal the car. Your stuff is worth  

a few bucks to somebody.  

CrimeReports™ 

https://www.crimereports.com/ 

LexisNexis® | Community Crime Map 

https://communitycrimemap.com 

Who you gonna call? 
Emergencies -Life, Property in 

IMMEDIATE DANGER     

Non-emergency Police 

(Parking violation, Crime Report)  

              713-884-3131 

 

All other City Services            311 

 B E S T  T O  U S E  S M A R T P H O N E  A P P    

H I D E  •  L O C K  •  R E P O R T  
E V E R Y T H I N G !  

https://firstmontrosecommons.org/sign-up-for-trick-or-treat/



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Monday, September 18, 2017 – 6:00pm  
Montrose TIRZ (27) Board Meeting 
St. Stephen' s Ep iscopal – 1875 W Alabam a 

First Montr ose Com mons General Meeting 
The Montr ose Center – Room 107 
401 Branard @ Bute St 
 

Monday, September 11,  2017 – 7:00am  
HSP VA CLASS ES RESUME  
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T h e  S T R E E T  I S  N O T  Y O U R  G A R A G E  

 
1. Parking on any street for more than 24 hours. 

2. Parking blocking ANY portion of ANY sidewalk – EVER. 

3. Parking between the sidewalks and the curb. 

4. Parking within 20 feet of ANY intersection. 

5. Parking within 30 feet of STOP sign or crosswalk. 

6. Parking facing the wrong way. 

Not even for “just a minute!” 

IF YOU LIVE, OWN PROPERTY, OR RUN A BUSINESS 

IN THE AREA ABOVE, WE WANT YOU TO JOIN OUR 

EFFORTS TO KEEP FMC THE BEST PLACE TO BE! 
Residents pay only $10 per person per year.  

Businesses can choose from three levels of membership 

from $50 - $500 per year. 

September 19 FMC MEETING AGENDA 

FMC Membership Report & Election Announcement 

IMPORTANT CONSTRUCTION INFORMATION NSR467 

First 30 min is FMC business, Then Joint Mtg with Civic Clubs & TxDOT  

The September 19, 2017 general meeting will be 90 minutes – beginning promptly at 7:00pm with a discussion of FMC business: the 

Membership Report, announcement of November's FMC Elections, Plans for Neighborhood Night Out and Trick-or-Treat in FMC, and 

construction and traffic updates as HSPVA resumes classes –all that in just 30 minutes! Our neighbors from the adjoining Civic Clubs will 

then join us at 7:30 for a special discussion with TxDOT about the plans to demolish and replace the Montrose Bridges over US59/I69 

and to lower and widen the freeway. An initial meeting with TxDOT revealed very limited appreciation of the potential impact of their 

plans on our neighborhoods, so this meeting with be the first opportunity for us all to establish an ongoing dialog with TxDOT well be-

fore the first jackhammer hits the pavement. We anticipate a large group. PLEASE ARRIVE PROMPTLY for the FMC Meeting – we 
will not address FMC-specific business during the TxDOT portion of the meeting. 

We welcome our members and guests with children (no pets in the building), and will do our best to provide an area where you can 

keep them entertained while you participate in this important meeting. Anyone who wishes to volunteer to help set up, please contact 

me at president@firstmontrosecommons.org as soon as possible. Thanks! 


