
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

FMC WEBSITE CHANGING TO BETTER INFORM ABOUT NSR467 

We’ve made quite a few changes to the FMC website to better inform residents & 
businesses about NSR467. The original Home Page has been moved to a Welcome 
Menu, and a new home page devoted entirely to the latest information about 
NSR467 has taken its place. This new home page is updated frequently, so you are 
encouraged to visit often to stay updated on the rapid changes occurring in FMC.  

To the FMC Weather enthusiasts out there – We have maintained a link to a 
personal weather station located in the heart of FMC for more than ten years now. 
Recently a sort of perfect storm (pun intended) of security updates and decisions 
by third party hosts has taken down our colorful live display. Fear not! In its place 
we have substituted three different ways to view the FMC Weather data. Choose 
the one you like best. [SEE PAGE 3 FOR FURTHER DETAILS] 
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FMC Information 

 

PLEASE PAY YOUR 2017 FMC DUES 

NOW 

Spend a Hamilton – Do Some Good! 

Passing the Buck –  

COH vs TxDOT – page 2 

New Police Chief Vows Action on 

Assaults, Burglaries – More 

Officers to Patrol Duty – page 3 

Midtown, Museum Park Push for 

Action on Colony 59 – page 6 

The McBrayer Reports – page 7 

First Montrose Commons is on 

. 

You should be, too! 

U P C O M I N G   E V E N T S  

Holiday Party @ Robin’s Nest  
Tuesday December 6 

NSR 467 Construction Meeting 
Thursday December 8 

 
You can join  
First Montrose Commons  
– your neighborhood association – 
for only $10 per person per year.  

The Newsletter of the Civic Association of the First Montrose Commons, Inc. 

P R E S E R V I N G  O U R  H I S T O R Y  

P R O T E C T I N G  O U R  F U T U R E  

Thank you 
To all the folks who worked so hard in 2016 and before to make 

First Montrose Commons the best place to live in Houston – 

You’re the Best! 
111 

1112017 Membership Drive 111 

THE 2017 FMC MEMBERSHIP DRIVE HAS BEGUN. Now is the time to join 
or renew your membership in First Montrose Commons. You can join 
or renew online at  using PayPal, or by 
cash or by check at our meeting January 17th. 
For less than 1/100th the cost of a ticket to HAMILTON, you can spend 
one to become a member of Houston’s least expensive, most effective, 
and most active civic association. 

SPECIAL RESOLUTION CONCERNING 
TREES of FIRST MONTROSE COMMONS 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2016 
It is the position of the Board of Directors of The Civic Association of The First 

Montrose Commons, Inc., acting unanimously on behalf of the Members that 

the canopy of trees, particularly those designated as “Ordinance Trees” by the 

City of Houston, is as essential to the historical identity of the First Montrose 

Commons Neighborhood as the bricks of Andrews Street are to Freedman’s 

Town, and therefore these trees should be afforded the same consideration 

regarding preservation as the bricks on Andrews Street have been. 

This resolution passed by unanimous vote of the Board of Directors,  

Friday, December 2, 2016. 
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CITY SAYS “IT’S TXDOT” 
 
TXDOT SAYS  
“CITY POLICE DEPT HAS 

JURISDICTION OVER STATE 

RIGHT-OF-WAY” 
Taxpayers say –  

“Stop the Buck-Passing!” 

EW YEAR’S DAY 2017 SAW THE CONTINUED 

EXPANSION OF THE 59 TRANSIENT COLONY  

along both its eastern and western edges. 
Residents and commuters in both areas are 
daily forced to run the gauntlet of 
transients – many severely impaired – to 
get to their destinations. Many Montrose 
residents now feel the City and METRO 
don’t care whether we can safely access 
the Red Line. Meanwhile, property crimes 
continue to rise in the neighborhoods 
abutting “the colony”. The stench of 
human waste permeates the air around 
and under US 59 and the threat to public 
health and safety continues to grow.  

In response to numerous complaints files 
with TxDOT – after the City’s standard 
response to 311 requests for help – TxDOT 
developed a standard email reply   

Members of the Museum Park Neighborhood 
Association met January 4th with CM Boykins 
(District D), a large contingent of HPD Officers. & 
representatives from the Mayor’s Homelessness 
Outreach program. More than 250 people attended. 
Unlike our own Council Member, CM Boykins has 
been highly engaged with his community— 
attempting to craft solutions with them. 

Residents were told that Mayor Turner was 
scheduled to meet with TxDOT Officials Tuesday, 
January 10th to arrange for the City to be able to 
prosecute trespass violations on TxDOT properties. 
The Mayor is supposed to announce plans to deal 
with “the problem” later the same week, perhaps as 
soon as Wednesday.  

Kudos to the folks in Museum Park for their 
effective activism and ability to engage with their 
Council Member. We in Montrose should all support 
and partner with them to insure a solution that does 
not simply push “the problem” from one 
neighborhood to another.  

 ( 

 
 

Given the responses shown here, it seems most prudent to file 
BOTH 311 & TxDOT complaints every time you see things 
out of order around Spur 527. Doing so will serve to let 
officials of both entities know that we do not accept these 
conditions as the new status quo, and that we continue to 
demand they do their jobs – working together! There is a new 
menu link on the FMC Website which takes you directly to 
the TxDOT communications form. You can use this link on 
your desktop or your mobile device.  

Whichever system you use to report – please be VERY SPECIFIC 
about the location, time, date, and conditions. Emphasize the 
threat to public HEALTH & SAFETY the situation poses. – 
forward a copy of your report to 
President@firstmontrosecommons.org so we can keep a 
tally. 

NOTE -  

We’re not sure who’s responsible, but late January 10th the south 

side of Richmond Avenue under Spur 527 was swept clean 

completely. Let’s all work together to be sure it stays that way 

( 

N 

2  January 2017 

New Year’s 2017 at Spur 527 - Montrose residents must run the gauntlet of 
transient campers and drug users each time we want to use public transportation or 
drive eastbound out of our own neighborhood. The City says it’s working on a 
“comprehensive solution” to “the problem”. 

 
CLOSED City of Houston 311 (Verified Official) 

Case Closed  
Service Request is Invalid  
Please contact TxDot at 713-802-5000, they 
are the agency that maintains that area. 

 
 

 
"Thanks for contacting us regarding this 

matter. We will review these concerns 

and work with our maintenance staff and 

our community partners on a viable 

solution. TxDOT has an active and 

continuing engagement with city 

administration, local law enforcement, 

civic organizations and our 

transportation partners, and we will 

coordinate with them to ensure that we 

meet our shared responsibilities 

regarding cleanups of the state right-of-

way and the unlawful activities of 

individuals in these areas. 

The simple presence of people in a public 

area is not always an issue that can easily 

be addressed as the use of state right-of-

way by the public is typically an 

acceptable activity. However, when 

activities of people are contradictory to 

state laws or local ordinances then this 

can be addressed by law enforcement. 

As per state law, the city police 

department has jurisdiction over state 

right-of-way, and can enforce laws as 

necessary. We will continue to be good 

stewards of the community and maintain 

our commitment to do our part to help 

in these efforts as the state’s 

transportation agency.” 

 



Chief Acevedo Vows 

Quick Action! 
“Every Officer with a badge will patrol in a 

vehicle at least once each year.” 

HPD’s new Chief, Art Acevedo, was a big hit at the January 10th Citywide 

PIP Meeting. Beginning by stating “I am here to do the job, not to keep 

the job,” Acevedo quickly outlined his plans to make maximum use of 

Houston’s limited Police resources. Acevedo plans to prioritize the use of 

forensic analysis to focus on assaults, night-time burglaries of residences 

(which he says have high potential to turn into assaults), and day-time 

burglaries. He said he will have no tolerance for criminals who victimize 

people. 

To increase the police presence on Houston streets, Acevedo announced 

plans to hire civilian clerks to handle administrative and clerical functions 

and to require that every Houston Police Officer with a Badge will patrol in 

a vehicle at least once every year, regardless of rank or assignment. He 

contends that not only will this make a noticeable increase in the number 

of patrol units on the streets (a strong visible deterrent to crime) but it will 

also serve to keep HPD more in touch with what’s actually going on in the 

communities they serve. Kicking off this new policy, Acevedo himself 

patrolled over the Christmas – New Year’s Holidays. 

The PIP meeting then featured a comprehensive presentation about this 

City’s efforts to stop sales and distributes of Synthetic Cannabinoids – so-

called “SYN CANS”, a term they prefer over Kush or fake marijuana. 

Officers carefully and clearly outlined 

the dramatic chemical and 

physiological differences between the 

natural cannabinoids in marijuana and 

the synthetic cannabinoids on the 

streets by saying: 

“Marijuana whispers to the CB1 and 

CB2 receptors – gently suggesting 

you’re hungry, you feel good, you want 

to dance. SYN CANS SCREAM to the 

receptors – you’re starving, you HAVE 

to move NOW – JUMP! – RUN!” 

The body cannot tolerate this high 

level of overstimulation long and shuts 

down – whether by losing 

consciousness or suffering a stroke or 

cardiac arrest. It cannot sustain the high demand for activity.  

Officers reported that Houston is at the cutting edge fighting these 

substances, and working with the Legislature and District Attorney’s Office 

they now have very strong legal tools to shut down manufacturers and 

distributors. The big problem now is the absence of any field or urine test 

to detect these chemicals. They can only be identified using sophisticated 

and expensive laboratory analysis at present. 

( 

FMC Website Revised 

for better NSR467 

Information 

HE FMC WEBSITE HAS BEEN REVISED 

TO BETTER COMMUNICATE WHAT’S 

GOING ON WITH NSR467. The new 

home page is devoted to current 

and immediately upcoming phases of 

construction, and links are being added to 

provide addition background information 

as needed. The past two weeks, the site 

has featured links to an abstracted copy of 

the NSR4467 master plan containing only 

parts that describe the original tree 

preservation and removal plan. This was 

posted so people can obtain the plan TREE 

NUMBER of each tree they are concerned 

about. The original tree preservation and 

removal plan is no longer current. After 

meeting with FMC members and leaders, 

the City and the contractors are now 

walking the neighborhood surveying tree-

by-tree looking to preserve as many as 

they can. This requires some re-

engineering, and re-phasing of the original 

plans. We are told there will be another 

PUBLIC MEETING with PUBLIC WORKS 

CONCERNING NSR467 later this month.  

Once the revised phasing plans and tree 

plans are finalized we will post them to the 

website. The FMC Website remains your 

single best source of information about 

construction in the neighborhood. 

If you have not already, you should sign up 

on NextDoor.com – the South Montrose 

Neighborhood. We use this mechanism for 

the most rapid communications about 

NSR467.  

For our weather enthusiasts- you now have 

a choice from three different feeds from 

the FMC Weather station. The source is the 

same for each, but each is provided from a 

different internet server, so data may arrive 

at slightly different rates. Changes in 

security and in support at our original 

provider mean that the old display is no 

longer workable 

( 

T

“Marijuana whispers to the CB1 

and CB2 receptors – gently 

suggesting you’re hungry, you feel 

good, you want to dance.  

SYN CANS    

to the receptors – you’re starving, 

you HAVE to move NOW – 

JUMP! – RUN!” 

Citywide PIP Meeting – January 10, 2017 
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I f  you can’t  get t ickets to see 
HAm i lton ,  how  abou t  
SPENDING ONE  
T O  H E L P  Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  

2 0 1 7  M E M B E R S H I P  D R I V E  I N  P R O G R E S S  

e closed out 2016 with our 
second highest paid Active 

Membership, signing 145 paid 

Active Members and 9 Paid  

Commercial Members, including 1 

FMC Patron Member (The Montrose Center). 

We cannot rest on our laurels, though. The 

still incomplete relocation of AT&T’s fiber 

optic duct bank, the beginning of 

construction on NSR467, the ongoing battle 

against the Kush-pushers and campers, and 

the new TIRZ 27 will all demand our 

attention and advocacy during 2017. 

So hundreds of “Hamiltons” to go see 

Hamilton in New York (because it’s already 

sold out in Houston!), how about spending 

just one—for a very good cause—your own 

neighborhood right here at home?  

Yes, we want you to join FMC as a paid 

member, but more than that, we want your 
energy and ideas, your creativity and spirit 

to help us as we face the largest 
construction project in our neighborhood’s 

long history.  

W 

4  January 2017 

What organization has done  

SO MUCH 
for JUST $10?  
 

• Lobbied City Hall for nearly 14 years to get New Streets – Drainage 

Construction to start Monday November 21, 2016 

• Established First Montrose Commons Historic District to protect our neighborhood 

• LIVE ENTERTAINMENT at April Foolishness & Neighborhood Night Out 

• Safe Neighborhood Trick-or-Treating – with after party at Hoffeinz House! 

• Worked with HISD, HSPVA, & City to Safely Reroute Buses During Construction 

• Sponsored Clean Up the Commons to Remove Overgrown Vegetation & Debris 

Blocking Sidewalk 

• Worked to BREAK IMPASSE between City &, AT&T Contractors over water line 

relocation at Colquitt & Stanford 

• Worked with Neartown to Establish TIRZ 27 (Montrose) to Keep our TAX $ HERE 

• Sponsored Community Meeting on Crime, Kush & Panhandling – with followup 

TELEVISION INTERVIEW to RAISE CITY AWARENESS & CALL FOR ACTION 

First Montrose Commons 
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
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Email:  

Commercial Members help us keep  
our neighborhood special ! 

Please patronize these special businesses who support us . 

If you own a business and wish to become a commercial member of  
First Montrose Commons , please contact us via our web page: 

 

Strong neighborhood businesses help build strong neighborhoods. 



 

Nearly 250 residents of Midtown and the Museum Park 

Neighborhood Association met with District D CM Boykins, 

officers from HPD, and representatives from the Mayor’s Office 

Of Homelessness Initiatives on January 4th to demand that the 

City improve communications with them above exactly what it is 

doing to improve the deplorable conditions along the US 59 

Corridor and in Midtown.  

Neighborhood Advocate Cynthia Aceves Lewis provided a two 

page summary of the meeting’s highlights in an email to CM 

Boykins, which she shared with surrounding neighborhood 

associations. An excerpt containing a list of the group’s short- 

and long-term goals is published here, as they seek our support 

and involvement to help end the inhumane conditions that have 

been allowed to develop along US 59 as it passed through our 

neighborhoods. 

Ms. Aves Lewis email continued, saying: “Residents do not feel 

safe in Midtown and Museum Park. We need clean and safe 

streets immediately.” 

We could not agree with you more, Ms. Aceves Lewis! Residents 

in Montrose – especially those closest to Spur 527 – agree 

completely that we NEED IMMEDIATE, SUSTAINED ACTION. 

Indeed we wish that our Council Member and all of the At Large 

Council Members and the Mayor Himself would hold a public 

meeting to address the deplorable conditions in the very heart of 

Houston. Instead we are instructed to report it to 311, which then 

declares our REQUEST INVALID and instructs us to contact 

TxDOT. The people of Houston deserve much better than this. 

This ongoing humanitarian and public health hazard should not 

be playing second act behind a GAME and national television 

ratings. 

The current condition robs not only the unfortunate souls living 

on the streets of their dignity; it permanently wounds the souls of 

the very neighborhoods the City depends on for its rich tapestry 

of creativity and vitality. The most effective way to kill an inner 

city is to neglect its needs! 

 

 

  

Midtown & Museum Park 
Residents Push for Action Now 
Urge CM Boykins, Mayor Turner to Act NOW to Communicate with Citizens, Clean up Refuse & Human Waste, 

Enforce Criminal Laws, Expand Outreach Programs. 

6  January 2017 

Midtown & Museum Park Goals for City Action along US 59 

Short-term-Goals: Restore public safety and cleanliness; understand 

profile of homeless/vagrant population; provide services to the 

homeless 

 

1) Provide 24/7 police surveillance to “Colony 59” 

2) Provide daily sanitation clean-up 

3) Provide a toilet to contain public defecation 

4) Continue to survey and provide outreach services 

5) Communicate the truth to Houston at-large of the true status 

of the homeless-mentally ill and drug-addicted and how the 

public can help AND HURT THEM. 

6) Communicate with your constituents on a weekly basis what 

progress has been made and what are future plans/next steps 

 

Long-term-Goals: Restore order and lawfulness; place the homeless in 

housing and shelters; arrest criminals; divert ex-criminals 

 

1) Enforce all City ordinances (including the loitering and non-

feeding ordinances) 

2) Create a faith-based homeless facility such as the Haven for 

Hope in San Antonio 

3) Create a Hope and Restoration Center for those that 

chronically disobey laws and ordinances as a jail-diversion 

program 

4) Consider the use of 400+ lots and nearly 4,000,000 square 

feet of land in the Third Ward owned by the Midtown TIRZ 

(Affordable Housing program) to create supportive and 

restorative facilities and communities 

5) Petition Midtown TIRZ to contribute to the Housing First 

initiative. I understand there is a $7 million gap to fully fund 

housing for the homeless. Can the 33% of Affordable Housing 

funds from the Midtown TIRZ be used to fulfill this need? 

6) Pass legislation requiring ex-convicts bussed on Greyhound to 

continue their ride to their home city, if it is not Houston 
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Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (FREE) — http://www.crafthouston.org 

Ceramics in the Environment—Through March 12 

Houston Museum of Natural Science — http://www.hmns.org 

Mummies of the World, Through January 2017- LIMITED ENGAGEMENT 

Trains Over Texas – Though February 20 
Contemporary Arts Museum — http://camh.org/exhibit ions/current  

Angel Otero: Everything and Nothing – Through March 19  

Houston Museum of Fine Arts – http://www.mfah.org 

Arts of Islamic Lands: Selections from The al-Sabah Collection —  

Though January 29 

Ancient Luxury and the Roman Silver Treasure from Berthouville —  

Through February 5 

The Menil Collection (FREE) —http://www.meni l.org  

As Essential As Dreams: Self-Taught Art, Through October 16, 2017 

The Fabiola Project, Installed at the Byzantine Fresco Chapel,  

Through January 28, 2018 
Art Blocks at Main Street Square – http://artblockshouston.org 

Art Blocks is a new public art initiative to enliven Main Street Square. Take the 

METRO RedLine to the 900-1100 block of Main Street and enjoy the art in the 

pedestrian plaza! 

 
by Tom McBrayer   
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LOCATION CRIME PREMISES DATE 
TIME 

400 
Branard 

Robbery Street 11.02  
8:00 pm 

4000 
Stanford 

Theft High School 11.07  
8:00 am 

600 
Richmond 

BMV Parking lot 11.08  
6:00 pm 

300 
W Main 

Theft Unknown 11.12  
11:00 pm 

900 
Richmond 

Theft Service 
Station 

11.14  
3:00 am 

400 
W Main 

Robbery Street 11.22  
10:00 pm 

500 
Richmond 

Burglary Garage 11.28  
4:00 pm 

4000 
Montrose 

Burglary Snap Kitchen 
Cafeteria 

11.29  
3:00 am 

700 
Colquitt 

Theft Residence 11.29  
11:00 am 

500 
W Main 

Theft Apartment 12.02  
6:00 pm 

500 
W Main 

Auto 
Theft 

Residence 12.08  
2:00 am 

700 
Colquitt 

BMV Street 12.08  
4:00 am 

800 
Colquitt 

BMV Apartment 
parking lot 

12.14  
3:00 am 

800 
W Alabama 

Theft Apartment 12.18  
1:00 am 

500 
Richmond 

BMV Apartment 
parking lot 

12.23  
7:00 pm 

800 
W Alabama 

BMV Apartment 
parking lot 

12.24  
11:00 am 

900 
W Alabama 

BMV Apartment 
parking lot 

12.24  
11:00 am 

300 
W Alabama 

Theft Convenience 
store 

12.26  
11:00 am 

400 
W Alabama 

Robbery Apartment 12.31  
5:00 pm 

Who you gonna call? 
Emergencies -Life, Property in 

IMMEDIATE DANGER     

Non-emergency Police 

(Parking violation, Crime Report)  

             713-884-3131 

All other City Services            311 

 B E S T  T O  U S E  S M A R T P H O N E  A P P    

A N Y  S U S P I C I O U S  
A C T I V I T Y  T O  H P D  

Just like Home Depot and Target, The Freed-Montrose Library now has self-checkout. Just 
scan your card, enter your password, then scan the book and you’re on your way. Checking the 
book in is still the old fashioned way — hand it to the librarian. 

The machines are coming! Step aside Houston Public Library, Chase is on the move too. The 
new ATM at Chase Montrose (inside) will accept your deposits, allow withdrawals of up to 
$3000 in denominations of $1’s, $5’s, $20’s and $100’s. Sorry no $10’s. You can also make 
payments to your card. Notice a trend here? 

Snooze, that very popular breakfast/lunch spot on Montrose at Westheimer is working on two 
more city locations. Parking should be a bit more plentiful at the new spots.  

Not to be outdone by Hanover Montrose, La Columbe d’or has plans of its own. Would you 
believe 34 stories of apartments, penthouses and parking? The Fondren Mansion on 
Montrose will stay, but the west half of the block will go to the wrecking block. Start date is 
sometime in the fall. And you thought parking was bad now! 

Montrose is right up there in so many ways. Ready for another? Out of Houston’s top 20 
tattoo parlors, six are located within a three block stretch of Westheimer: The 713, Houston 
Ink Society, Secret, Shaw’s TAT Studio and Texas TAT Emporium. The all-time favorite though, 
Sacred Heart, is no longer in business.  

The BOWL has been filled! Yes, it’s true; the 607 Richmond location previously held the tell-em-
how-you-want-it salad bar, Bowl, is now home to Ono Poke. You’ll get a bowl of fresh tuna, 
salmon and rice — marinated and spicy. Any takers?  

Cane Rosso on Yoakum is fast becoming a Montrose favorite. Well, why not. It’s a long time 
favorite in Dallas noted for their Neapolitan style pizza. But figure this one. If “Cane Rosso” 
means Red Dog in Italian, what is that red pig doing guarding the front door?  

FMC is part of the 1A20 police beat. One Adam Twenty, in cop TV lingo. It’s the area from down-
town along the spur to the US 59 to Allen Parkway. Lots of people, clubs restaurants — and cars. 
Of all 277 reported incidents for 1A20 in November, 188 were burglary of a motor vehicle (BMV). 
That’s over two-thirds of the total. Note that in December that percentage was 64 percent of the 
reported crimes. Street reconstruction starts soon and that means more cars looking for fewer 
parking spots. You may not be able to access your garage so you’ll have to be extra careful about 
leaving ANYTHING visible in your car, not a computer case, not even a Ray-Ban sunglass case.  
 



Tuesday, January 17, 2016 – 7:00 – 8:00 pm 
First Montrose Commons General Meeting 
TheHighSchoolForThePerfomingAndVisualArts! 
4010 Stanford @ West Main St. Room 101 

 

There will be another PUBLIC MEETING 
concerning NSR467 LATER IN JANUARY. Please 
be sure we have your CURRENT CORRECT email. 
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T h e  S T R E E T  I S  N O T  Y O U R  G A R A G E  

 
1. Parking on any street for more than 24 hours. 

2. Parking blocking ANY portion of ANY sidewalk – EVER. 

3. Parking between the sidewalks and the curb. 

4. Parking within 20 feet of ANY intersection. 

5. Parking within 30 feet of STOP sign or crosswalk. 

6. Parking facing the wrong way. 

Not even for “just a minute!” 

IF YOU LIVE, OWN PROPERTY, OR RUN A BUSINESS 

IN THE AREA ABOVE, WE WANT YOU TO JOIN OUR 

EFFORTS TO KEEP FMC THE BEST PLACE TO BE! 
 Residents pay only $10 per person per year.  

 Businesses can choose from three levels of membership 

from $50 - $500 per year. 

January 17 FMC MEETING AGENDA 

 NSR467 Construction Has Begun 

 FMC Membership Drive 2017 

 General Report on FMC Activites 


