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DESPITE PROMISES that it would be a new and different – transparent and 
community based TIRZ, less than a year after its establishment we learn that its 
Chairman has resigned to accept an appointment with the City, and there are now 
also vacancies on its Board of Directors – with no indication from the City who if 
anyone is being considered to fill these critically important positions. Citizens of 
Montrose/Neartown deserve a voice in the selection of those who are tasked 
to manage the TIRZ’ more than $1 Billion of taxable valuation.  

You are encouraged to email Mayor Turner and all 16 Council Members to 
request that Mayor Turner meet with Neartown Officers to discuss these vital 
appointments. 
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FMC Information 

7:00pm HSPVA 

First Montrose Commons is on 

. 

You should be, too! 

U P C O M I N G   E V E N T S  

NSR 467 Construction Begins 
Monday, November 21 

Holiday Party @ Robin’s Nest  
Tuesday December 6 

 
You can join  
First Montrose Commons  
– your neighborhood association – 
for only $10 per person per year.  
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P R E S E R V I N G  O U R  H I S T O R Y  

P R O T E C T I N G  O U R  F U T U R E  
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608 West Main 

October News—Quite the busy month, October saw FMC’s Neighborhood 
Night Out on the 4th—featuring live entertainment for the first time ever and a 
nice crowd of new “Commoners” who stopped by to see what we were 
celebrating. The planned startup of NSR467 on the 24th was postponed once 
again, and now we learn it is to start November 21st –no REALLY!  
October also brought tragedy to FMC, as a man apparently shot himself to 
death in a dispute in the street at Garrott and Colquitt Oct. 23rd. A resident was 
also robbed at gunpoint by two men at that same intersection the night of 
Nov. 1st. 
We closed the month with a fantastic FMC Trick-or-Treat; 20 kids and as many 

adults visited 18 presigned homes and finished at a Hoffeinz House Halloween 

Party. – Finally- a reminder to TURN ON YOUR PORCH LIGHTS and  
WEAR BRIGHT CLOTHING when running or walking 
 – We have no more daylight to save! 

 



 

WORK AT STANFORD & 

COLQUITT INTERRUPTED 
Citizen Complaints about Dust Result 

in Delays as strict New Abatement 

Measures Imposed by City Inspector 

T’S NO SECRET THAT TJ&T HAS A PROBLEM 

WITH LOGISTICS. Supplies critical to the progress 
of the fiberoptic duct bank relocation frequently 
take weeks rather than days to arrive. Instead of 
two crews working the project–as was originally 
presented by AT&T nearly two years ago–there is 
only a single crew to manage the enormous tasks 
of digging, relocating, backfilling, ordering new 
supplies, and cleaning up. Last week marked a 
milestone though, as they only awaited the 
delivery of pipes to replace the storm drain lines 
and manhole box. Once those were delivered, this 
replacement would have taken two or three days, 
and the whole site could have been backfilled, the 
plates removed, and the roadbed repaved with 
roadbed asphalt. 

Following the arrival of a City Inspector as a result 
of citizen complaints about dust, however, this 
limited crew must now sweep the site daily and lay 
a layer of skimcoat asphalt over the exposed 
backfill. This skimcoat must again be removed each 
morning prior to actual work on the drains, and 
again replaced at the end of each day. The result—
whether intended by the complainants or not is the 
same—significant delays in at last finishing the work 
at this intersection.  

We all would have preferred that our Council Office 
worked with us in a partnership with AT&T and its 
subcontractors to facilitate the rapid, safe, and clean 
completion of this project. Sadly, they chose not to 
help us work with AT&T; rather they left us to try to 
work directly with the subcontractors ourselves to 
mitigate the impacts on FMC residents. This effort 
to appease residents while pushing the 
subcontractors forwards has consumed enormous 
time and effort, with only small success. Indeed 
every attempt we have made to engage the help 
of the City to expedite this relocation has met 
with the opposite result – increased paperwork 
and further delays. 

As NSR467 gets underway we sincerely hope 
residents will honor the work that so many have 
done for fourteen years to get us new 
infrastructure and refrain from individual action 
that thwarts progress to meet the needs of the 
whole neighborhood. We encourage everyone to 
attend each monthly FMC meeting to discuss 
their concerns so that together we can work to 
craft solutions that get the project done with the 
least amount of disruption possible. 

IT ’S  GET TI N G DARK  SOONER  

It can’t drive, it can’t stop the car 

I T  C A N  W A I T  
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T X D O T  MU S T  F I L E  A  N O  TR E S P A S S  A F F I D A V I T  W I T H   

C I T Y  O F  HO U S T O N  P O L I C E  

 

 

 
     P H O T O  T A K E N  N O V  4 ,  2 0 1 6  

the City still has not ess than 100 days before SuperBowl LI 

effectively dealt with the constantly recurring public health and 

safety crisis affecting citizens in Midtown and Montrose. Now a sort 

of nomadic Kush Refugee Encampment has been established in the 

very places where the underbrush along Spur 527 was removed. The 

encampment features tents, laundry hanging from the branches of trees, a 

few outdoor chairs, and dozens of people darting in and out of traffic 

seeking “contributions” to enrich dealers on bikes who provide a sort of 

“home delivery” service for kush. 

Violent crime has returned to First Montrose Commons—our residents 

contend daily with people desperate to score a little money to secure their 

next fix.  

Despite the wonderful presentation from the Mayor’s Special Assistant for 

Homelessness Initiatives, we have not seen anyone from around “the 

horseshoe” at 901 Bagby dare to come down in person to see just 

how uncivilized our plight has become. 

We are told that HPD needs a signed No Trespass Affidavit from TxDOT, 

which would enable officers to arrest anyone loitering on TxDOT property. 

WE ARE ALSO TOLD THAT TXDOT OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN ASTOUNDINGLY 

UNWILLING TO PROVIDE THE REQUIRED AFFIDAVIT TO HPD. 

The time has come for everyone who lives in or travels through Montrose or 

Midtown to call, write and email to demand that TxDOT immediately file 

the required No Trespass Affidavits, and then install the fences 

promised at the Midtown Security Meeting.  

James M. Bass, Executive Director TxDOT [125 East 11th Street, Austin, TX 

78701] 

Quincy Allen, P.E., District Engineer TxDOT Houston District [by phone at 

(713) 802-5000; Email:  http://www.txdot.gov/contact-us/form.html?id=hou-email ]  

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick [You can Contact the Lieutenant Governor’s Office by 

phone at: (512) 463-0001; By Email: LTGConstituent.Affairs@ltgov.state.tx.us ; or 

postal mail: P.O. Box 12068, Austin, TX. 78711]; 

State Senator John Whitmire [(713) 864-8701; 803 Yale St., Houston, TX 

77007] 

State Representative Garnet Coleman [(713) 520-5355; 5445 Almeda,  

Suite 501, Houston, TX 77004] 

Should our elected City and State Officials fail to immediately remediate 

this dangerous situation, perhaps it is time we also email the NFL 

Commissioner to alert him to the dangers NFL fans will face in a city which 

cannot protect its own citizens from a few hundred drug addicts. 

Houstonians provide the State of Texas the lion’s share of its revenue. We 

drive more miles and consumer more fuel and therefore provide TxDOT 

more funds than anyone else in the State. It is inexcusable that State 

bureaucrats continue to refuse to file 

simple one-page documents that would 

enable HPD to help protect the very 

citizens who pay their salaries. 

( 

Many have noted that the encamp-
ment along the east wall of the 
Wheeler Ave Exit was removed 
Friday, Nov. 4. Stated more properly, 
it was MOVED eastward under US 
59, between San Jacinto and Fannin, 
where the folks, the tents, and the 
bicycles were all assembled by 
3:30pm for business as usual. We 
cannot continue to swat one side of 
the swarm while ignoring the whole! 

( 

When emergencies happen in your 
neighborhood, ENS can give you up to 

date information on your phone. In an 
emergency, local public safety officials can 

call your mobile, digital or land-line phone 

and tell you what is going on and what 
you can do to be safe. All land-line phones 

are already registered, but if you have 

digital phone service (like U-Verse 

or Xfinity), or rely on your mobile 

phone - you need to sign up using 

the link below.  

https://ghcens.onthealert.com/Terms/Index/?ReturnUrl=%2f  

  Tent City Springs up along Spur 527 After Underbrush Removed 



I f  you can’t  get t ickets to see 
HAm i lton ,  h o w  a b o u t  

SPENDING ONE  
T O  H E L P  Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  

2 0 1 7  M E M B E R S H I P  D R I V E  I N  P R O G R E S S  

e closed out 2016 with our 
second highest paid Active 

Membership, signing 145 paid 

Active Members and 9 Paid  

Commercial Members, including 1 

FMC Patron Member (The Montrose Center). 

We cannot rest on our laurels, though. The 

still incomplete relocation of AT&T’s fiber 

optic duct bank, the imminent beginning of 

construction on NSR467, the ongoing battle 

against the Kush-pushers and campers, and 

the vacancies on the Board of TIRZ 27 will 

all demand our attention and advocacy 

during 2017. 

So as you make plans to attend our famous 

Holiday Party at Robin’s Nest instead of 

spending hundreds of “Hamiltons” to go 

see Hamilton in New York, how about 

spending just one—for a very good cause—

your own neighborhood right here at 

home?  

Yes, we want you to join FMC as a paid 
member, but more than that, we want your 

energy and ideas, your creativity and spirit 
to help us as we face the largest 

construction project in our neighborhood’s 
long history.  

W 
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What organization has done  

SO MUCH 
for JUST $10?  
 

• Lobbied City Hall for nearly 14 years to get New Streets – Drainage 

Construction to start Monday November 21, 2016 

• Established First Montrose Commons Historic District to protect our neighborhood 

• LIVE ENTERTAINMENT at April Foolishness & Neighborhood Night Out 

• Safe Neighborhood Trick-or-Treating – with after party at Hoffeinz House! 

• Worked with HISD, HSPVA, & City to Safely Reroute Buses During Construction 

• Sponsored Clean Up the Commons to Remove Overgrown Vegetation & Debris 

Blocking Sidewalk 

• Worked to BREAK IMPASSE between City &, AT&T Contractors over water line 

relocation at Colquitt & Stanford 

• Worked with Neartown to Establish TIRZ 27 (Montrose) to Keep our TAX $ HERE 

• Sponsored Community Meeting on Crime, Kush & Panhandling – with followup 

TELEVISION INTERVIEW to RAISE CITY AWARENESS & CALL FOR ACTION 

First Montrose Commons 
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 



First Montrose Commons  
Your Neighborhood Association 

Announces Elections for Board of Directors will Occur 
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 
AT OUR REGULARLY SCHEDULED MONTHLY MEETING 

beginning at 7:00 pm sharp in 

Room 101 of 

The High School for the Performing and Visual Arts! 

4001 Stanford St. @ West Main St. 

Any Paid Active Member in good standing may run for any position on the 
Board, so long as their 2016 dues were paid on or before September 16, 2016. 

Persons seeking to run for a position should immediately contact any current 
Board Member via the website: https://firstmontrosecommons.org  click the 
CONTACT tab. 

Nominations will also be accepted from the floor, subject to verification of 
paid member status. You must be a paid active, commercial, or associate 
member in order to vote, and voting by proxy is not permitted. 

Questions regarding this election should be addressed to 
president@firstmontrosecommons.org  

The final list of active members eligible to vote or hold office will be available 
for inspection at the meeting. 

 

Better Reliability & Targeted email Options 

( 
For two years FMC has used a free email 
provider to give us our own email address 
and allow us to maintain distribution lists. 
Maintaining these lists is cumbersome and 
the service routinely blocks anything it 
considers “spam” – including attaching our 
newsletter to emails. We’ve had to split lists 
and send out batches manually each time. 
Worse still, what worked for us one month 
would not always work the next, as their 
definition of spam constantly updates. 

We have decided to change providers to 
avoid the need to have everyone subscribe 
to receive our email or newsletter. Instead 
of receiving an email with the newsletter as 
an attached file, you will receive an email 
with a link to the newsletter on the FMC 
website. Sending emails with links rather 
than attached files requires much less 
bandwidth, and avoids filling your inbox 
storage with those attached files. You will 
still be able to view, print or save the 
newsletter directly from the website, and it 
will still require a single click to open. Best 
of all, the service from the new provider is 
also without cost to FMC! We hope to 
complete this changeover before the end 
of this year. 

As we investigated ways to improve our 
newsletter and email delivery options we 
discovered that roughly 2-5% of our 
monthly emails are returned because of 
incorrect or outdated email addresses. 
Since we no longer deliver printed 
newsletters to your home each month, it is 
even more important that you provide us 
with your current, correct email address. 
The fastest way to do that is to use the 
CONTACT link on the website. 
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bravokeyandlock@yahoo.com 

Commercial Members 
help us keep our 

neighborhood special! 
Please patronize these special 

businesses who support us. 
 

If you own a business and 
wish to become a  

commercial member of  
First Montrose Commons, 

please contact us via  
our web page: 

6  November 2016 

Dr. Eric Nolen, MD MBA 

Board Certified in Family Medicine 

 
 

The Montrose Medical Clinic 

619 Richmond Avenue 
 
 

832.668.5883 
 
 
 

www.montrosedoc.com 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
The long-awaited pizza place had their soft opening on Friday, October 28, with 

the grand opening the following Monday. A Dallas based group, their Heights location is 

said to be going great 

And on the same weekend,  introduced their . A $10 cover got you in the 

door and a full evening of music and their regular dinner menu was available.  

The Houston Press has been sighting the  for years, and this year really 

was. All parts of town — make that county — are represented. Montrose still got its share 

and then some. If there’s a restaurant Row in town, Westheimer would qualify hands down. 

Houston Museum of National Science KPFT 

The Museum District Cezanne 

Spec’s (Smith St) Aladdin (912 Westheimer) 

Hugo’s (1600 Westheimer) Hugo’s  

Underbelly (1100 Westheimer) Hay Merchant  

Da Marco’s: (1520 Westheimer)  BCN (4210 Roseland) 

El Real Tex-Mex (1201 Westheimer) Hermann Park  

Hay Merchant (1100 Westheimer) 

 

 
The High School for the Performing and Visual Arts – http://hspva.org 

Perhaps not Art or Entertainment, but HSPVA is conducting Magnet School 
Tours each Thursday at 1:00pm this month. Help visitors feel welcome! 

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (FREE) — http://www.crafthouston.org 

CraftTexas 2016, a juried exhibit of Texas-made contemporary craft,  
Through January 8 
Best If Used By, explores the intersection of craft and food in contemporary 
culture, Through January 15 

Houston Museum of Natural Science — http://www.hmns.org 

Mummies of the World, Opened October 18 

Bill of Rights: Amending America 

Contemporary Arts Museum — http://camh.org/exhibitions/current 

A Traveling Show, Mail art exchanged by artists Matt Keegan and Kay Rosen, 
through January 15 
Right Here, Right Now: Houston, Volume 2, Ends November 27  

Houston Museum of Fine Arts – http://www.mfah.org 

Degas: A New Vision, Opened October 16 
Helen Levitt: In the Street, everyday life on the streets of New York City,  
Through January 2 

The Menil Collection (FREE) —http://www.menil.org 

Picasso the Line, Through January 8 

The Fabiola Project, Installed at the Byzantine Fresco Chapel,  
Through January 28, 2018 

Art Blocks at Main Street Square – http://artblockshouston.org 

Art Blocks is a new public art initiative to enliven Main Street Square. Take the 
METRO RedLine to the 900-1100 block of Main Street and enjoy the art in the 
pedestrian plaza! 

 
by Tom McBrayer   

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 6  
LOCATION CRIME PREMISES DATE 

TIME 

 

Who you gonna call? 
Emergencies -Life, Property in 

IMMEDIATE DANGER     

Non-emergency Police 
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There’s simple assault where no one gets hurt; then there’s something else. When 

bodily harm is inflicted, that’s called aggravated assault. For the month of 

September, FMC recorded three of these, rarely seen in our neighborhood. Two 

were at night but it is not known if alcohol was involved. 

HEADS UP! Now that it’s dark much earlier –Always Leave your Porch Light ON. 



Tuesday, November 15, 2016 – 7:00-8:00pm 
HSPVA   Rm 101     – FMC BOARD ELECTIONS  

Monday, November 21, 2016 – CONSTRUCTION 
STARTS NSR467 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 – 6:30-8:30pm 
First Montrose Commons Annual Holiday Party at 
Robin’s Nest – Kids’ Activities – Adult Cheer! 
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T h e  S T R E E T  I S  N O T  Y O U R  G A R A G E  

 
1. Parking on any street for more than 24 hours. 

2. Parking blocking ANY portion of ANY sidewalk – EVER. 

3. Parking between the sidewalks and the curb. 

4. Parking within 20 feet of ANY intersection. 

5. Parking within 30 feet of STOP sign or crosswalk. 

6. Parking facing the wrong way. 

Not even for “just a minute!” 

IF YOU LIVE, OWN PROPERTY, OR RUN A BUSINESS 

IN THE AREA ABOVE, WE WANT YOU TO JOIN OUR 

EFFORTS TO KEEP FMC THE BEST PLACE TO BE! 
 Residents pay only $10 per person per year.  

 Businesses can choose from three levels of membership 

from $50 - $500 per year. 

November FMC MEETING AGENDA 

 FMC Board Election 

 FMC Holiday Party Announcement 

 Construction Updates 


