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First Ever Clean Up the Commons transforms overgrown thicket into inviting 
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olunteers from First Montrose Commons descended on the 3900 

block of Jack Street on a mission to reclaim the sidewalk not seen 

for more than a decade. Despite heat indices over 100° they sawed, 

chopped, pulled, and raked their way through more than 30 cubic 

yards of underbrush, overgrowth, and trash to reveal the sidewalk— 

as perfectly preserved as if it had been buried at Pompeii!  
 

Tom & Mary Anne McBrayer set up a canopy and manned the 

cooling station, with water, ice, and drinks provided by Viebig, 

McCommon and Associates (an FMC Corporate Member). The 

property owner was overcome by the number of neighbors that 

turned out to clean the sidewalk he has been unable to manage. 

More on the first ever Clean Up the Commons on Pages 2 & 3  
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We Want to Hear from You! 
Tell us how First Montrose Commons can help improve our 

neighborhood for families with children 

Attend the August 16 FMC Meeting 

began as a dairy farm on the outskirts of 

Houston- a great place to raise a family and avoid the 

hustle and bustle of the “big city” seven years after the end 

of the Civil War. Now we find ourselves in the very heart of the 

fourth largest city in the nation, and our neighborhood is once 

again becoming a place of young families trying to raise their 

kids. 

We want to know what we can do to help our young families to 

better enjoy our wonderful and unique neighborhood. Please 

come to the August 16 FMC meeting at the Montrose Center. It 

starts promptly at 7:00pm and ends at 8:00pm. The Montrose 

Center is located at 401 Branard at Bute St, and there’s plenty of 

free off-street parking close to the entrance.  

We address the topic of young families at the beginning of this 

meeting, so those with toddlers or newborns can participate and 

leave early if necessary. 

Your input is vitally needed so we can be sure that First Montrose 

Commons continues to work to improve the neighborhood for 

all our residents – from youngest to oldest! See you Tuesday 

night, August 16. 

School Starts 
August 22 

It can’t drive, it can’t stop the car 

I T  C A N  W A I T  

 

 

Have You? 
PLEASE RENEW YOUR SUPPORT FOR YOUR 

NEIGHBORHOOD TODAY 

H u r r i c a n e  S e a s o n   

Are YOU Ready? 
Check your FLOOD INSURANCE NOW 
Repair Loose Boards or Roof Shingles 
Trim back overgrown or dead limbs  
BEFORE there’s a storm in the Gulf! 

Keep Street Gutters and Drains  
Free of Debris
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FMC Board Needs 

New Members 
 

The current FMC Board of Directors 

comprises eight individuals in nine 

positions who have served the neighbor-

hood for many years. Several of these folks 

have indicated that they would like to 

retire from these positions at the end of 

their current term in November. 

Our neighborhood has been blessed by 

the service of a corps of dedicated people 

who have given of their time and talent to 

keep FMC the wonderful unique 

neighborhood we all enjoy. But, as with 
all good things, a time for change 
comes. Now is that time for FMC, and we 

are actively seeking individuals who are 

interested in learning the ropes of serving 

on our Board of Directors. 

Anyone who is an ACTIVE PAID MEMBER 

of First Montrose Commons can run for 

positions on the Board, and we encourage 

anyone with such an interest to contact us 

now, so we can discuss how you might 

help make FMC even better.  

Email Steve Longmire at 

president@firstmontrosecommons.org  

FMC Bylaws Review & Revision  
Committee Members Sought to Review 

Bylaws – Recommend Revisions to Board 
THE BYLAWS FOR FIRST MONTROSE COMMONS were last revised in 2013, and last 

underwent a comprehensive review in 2007. The neighborhood and our 

membership have both grown significantly since then, so now seems an 

appropriate time to do a comprehensive review of our existing Bylaws, and to 

consider carefully whether any changes are in order. 

To that end, I am seeking currently active paid members who are willing to 

carefully review our existing Bylaws and to prepare written recommendations to 

the Board for consideration. Once the members of the Bylaws Review Committee 

have submitted their report to the Board, and the Board has considered the 

recommendations, we will present any recommended revisions to the 

membership for approval at the November FMC elections.  

If you are interested in serving on this important committee, please contact me 

at president@firstmontrosecommons.org as soon as possible. The timeline is 

short, since the Board must consider the report and then present the proposed 

changes to the membership at the September FMC meeting before we can vote 

on the in November. 

In addition, our current Bylaws require the appointment of an Elections 

Committee whose charge is to solicit eligible candidates to run for positions on 

the FMC Board of Directors. Any Active Paid Member may volunteer to serve on 

this Committee. Again, please contact me as soon as possible at the above email 

address. 

This year it is especially critical that we recruit qualified new members to serve 

on the Board. Our Treasurer has announced her intention to step down following 

the November elections. If you know someone or if you yourself would like to 

serve as FMC Treasurer, now is the time to contact us! 

You do NOT have to be a property owner to serve on the Board; any active 

paid member of First Montrose Commons whose dues have been paid more 

than 60 days prior to the November election is eligible to run for a Board 

position. 

I am willing to hold a special meeting to explain the duties and qualifications for 

each Board position if a sufficient number of people indicate their interest in 

serving. I would also just mention that it looks pretty sweet on your résumé if 

you have served on the Boards of Civic Organizations … 

HOUSTON OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER MICHAEL WALTER 

12 May - Houston residents with traditional landline phone service area already 

opted-into Reverse 911 - but if you've "cut the cord", only use a cell phone, or 

use a digital voice service offered by your cable provider - your phone number 
is not automatically opted in. 

Sign up for emergency alerts from the Greater Harris County 911 Emergency 

Network by visiting 911.org 

*Update: The direct link to the sign-up page is: 
https://ghcens.onthealert.com/Terms/Index/?ReturnUrl=%2f 
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FMC is on Nextdoor 

FMC has joined Nextdoor in the South 

Montrose group to better monitor and 

communicate events in our 

neighborhood. 

While we will use this as a supplement to 

our normal communications, members 

are encouraged to first check the FMC 

website for the latest and most complete 

information. 

To join nextdoor go to 

https://nextdoor.com  



First Montrose Commons  
Your Neighborhood Association 

Needs Your Help Now 

For almost twenty-two years, a group of very dedicated 
residents of one of Houston’s finest traditional urban 
neighborhoods has worked tirelessly to help protect, preserve 
and improve this 31 blocks we all cherish as our home. 

We have had a few spectacular successes – we established 
the First Montrose Commons Historic District which protects the 
central core of the neighborhood from destructive 

redevelopment; we fought long and hard to secure a 
neighborhood street and sidewalk reconstruction project that 
now promises to replace our ancient storm drains, sewers, and 
water lines as well; we have established First Montrose 
Commons as one of the most active Civic Clubs in the City of 
Houston – unashamedly passionate about improving not just 
our own neighborhood, but the area surrounding it as well. 

The time has come for a new generation of leaders to step up 

to protect our home. You may not feel like you have the skills 

or the time or the knowledge to take on such a responsibility. 
Neither did any of the current Board Members (nor their 
predecessors). We all learned from previous Board Members. 

We all grew from our experiences on the Board. 

You can, too! 

All that is required is that you live within our 31 blocks, and are 
committed to preserving and improving the unique residential 
quality of First Montrose Commons – oh, and you have to have 
paid your $10 annual dues. 

This November, FMC will need a new Treasurer as Mary Anne 
McBrayer, one of our most dedicated members having served 
many positions on the Board, has announced her intention to 
step down. We would very much like for one of our new 
younger generation of “Commoners” to step up and run for 

this position. Don’t worry! We will gladly guide you through the 
steps and make sure you succeed.  

Please contact Steve Longmire or Mary Anne McBrayer if you 

think you can serve as FMC’s next Treasurer. (via the website) 

You don’t have to wait until this Fall to announce – we’d be 

delighted to show you the ropes before then! 
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Expensive Parking 

APK-4 Wrong side of Street   $40 

APK-5 More than 24 hrs on street  $40 

APK-7 In a Bus Zone  $50 

APK-11 Blocking Private Driveway $40 

APK-12 Within 15 ft of Fire Hydrant $105 

APK-13 Blocking or  

              Parking on Sidewalk  $40 

APK-14 Within 20 ft of Crosswalk or  
              Intersection  $40 

APK-17 in No Parking Zone  $40 

 

The City Parking Management Division 
regularly patrols First Montrose Commons 

to enforce parking laws.  

Is it really worth $40 to avoid 

walking a few steps farther? 

If you are parked for 3 days 
or more they will TOW & 
IMPOUND YOUR CAR 

 

To report Parking Violations 

call  713-884-3131

Give description & location 
of vehicle and license plate 

number 



 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

   

bravokeyandlock@yahoo.com 

Commercial Members 
help us keep our 

neighborhood special! 
Please patronize these special 

businesses who support us. 
 

If you own a business and 
wish to become a  

commercial member of  
First Montrose Commons, 

please contact us via  
our web page: 

6  August 2016 

Dr. Eric Nolen, MD MBA 

Board Certified in Family Medicine 

 
 

The Montrose Medical Clinic 

619 Richmond Avenue 
 
 

832.668.5883 
 
 
 

www.montrosedoc.com 
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If you’ve thought about checking out the family tree, now’s your chance. The 
Clayton Library will offer orientations on Saturday August 20 and 

September17, 2-4 pm in the library at 5300 Caroline. You’ll get an intro plus 

what resources (U.S. Census, military records, ship manifests, etc.) are 

available. The Clayton, which has grown to more than 23,000 sq. ft., is 

recognized as one of the nation’s top genealogical research collections.  

We thought it would never happen. The “billboard” at 3615 Montrose is 

gone. That corner lot at Marshall, former site of the River Café, was supposed 

to be the site of a seven-story condo by Riverway Properties, but the price of 

oil went south and — you know the rest. This project was unique in one 

respect though. It was designed to have no amenities; the neighborhood 

(that’s us) was to provide them.  

Everybody’s favorite salad bar, BOWL, is closed for renovation. No sign about 

when they’ll return and their neighbors are hoping soon. Meanwhile, right 

next door is one of the best kept secrets in town — Absinthe. No sign to let 

you know, it’s one of “Houston’s Hidden Gems,” so says the Houston Press, a 

great place for date nights. 

 
The High School for the Performing and Visual Arts – http://hspva.org 

Closed for Summer Vacation - Classes Resume August 22, 2016 

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (FREE) — http://www.crafthouston.org 

A View Within, Through September 3  

Charlotte Potter: Glass Armory, Through September 3  
Houston Museum of Natural Science — http://www.hmns.org 

La Virgen de Guadalupe: Empress of the Americas, Through September 5  

The National Parks Photography Project, Through September 28  

Amber Secrets, Feathers from the Age of Dinosaurs, now showing 
Contemporary Arts Museum — http://camh.org/exhibitions/current 

Flow: Fiber Arts, Through September 18  

Right Here, Right Now: Houston, Volume 2, August 20 to November 27  

Houston Museum of Fine Arts – http://www.mfah.org 

High Society: The Portraits of Franz X. Winterhalter, Ends August 14  

Kusama: At the End of the Universe, Through September 18   

The Menil Collection (FREE) —http://www.menil.org 

As Essential As Dreams: Self-Taught Art, Through October 16, 2017 

The Fabiola Project, Installed at the Byzantine Fresco Chapel,  

Through January 28, 2018 
Art Blocks at Main Street Square – http://artblockshouston.org 

Art Blocks is a new public art initiative to enliven Main Street Square. Take the 

METRO RedLine to the 900-1100 block of Main Street and enjoy the art in the 

pedestrian plaza! 

 
by Tom McBrayer   

J u n e  2 0 1 6  

 

Who you gonna call? 
Emergencies -Life, Property in 

IMMEDIATE DANGER     

Non-emergency Police 
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Theft, burglary, robbery — we had them all in June.  
Continuing the current trend, two auto theft incidents were recorded. Pickups 
are popular items in Houston especially if they are full size — The Ford F150, 
Chevy 1500 and Dodge Ram.  

An alert neighbor on Colquitt spotted a man looking in the windows next door, 
took his picture first then scared him off — all in broad daylight. The “peeper” 
turned out to be well known to HPD.  –ALSO REPORTED ON NEXTDOOR 



Tuesday, August 16, 2016 – 7:00-8:00pm 
The Montrose Center (Branard @ Bute St.) 

Please note WE DO NOT MEET @ HSPVA 
during the Summer Months! 

SCHOOL STARTS AUGUST 22 

STOP for School Buses 

NO TXT’n 
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T h e  S T R E E T  I S  N O T  Y O U R  G A R A G E  

 
1. Parking on any street for more than 24 hours. 

2. Parking blocking ANY portion of ANY sidewalk – EVER. 

3. Parking between the sidewalks and the curb. 

4. Parking within 20 feet of ANY intersection. 

5. Parking within 30 feet of STOP sign or crosswalk. 

6. Parking facing the wrong way. 

Not even for “just a minute!” 

IF YOU LIVE, OWN PROPERTY, OR RUN A BUSINESS 

IN THE AREA ABOVE, WE WANT YOU TO JOIN OUR 

EFFORTS TO KEEP FMC THE BEST PLACE TO BE! 
 Residents pay only $10 per person per year.  

 Businesses can choose from three levels of membership 

from $50 - $500 per year. 

August FMC MEETING AGENDA 

 Families with Kids – How can we do better? 

  Construction Update  

  FMC Board Elections & Proposed Bylaws Revisions 

  View Street Reconstruction Plans  


