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PRESERVING OUR HISTORY
PROTECTING OUR FUTURE

FMC & Neartown Vote to Support

Montrose-Neartown TIRZ
First Montrose Commons and the other Civic Clubs in the Neartown Association
voted unanimous support for a Montrose-Neartown TIRZ, rather than becoming
part of another existing TIRZ, or remaining unaffiliated with any TIRZ .
Meetings in May culminated in these two unanimous votes after lengthy debate
over proposals to best meet the needs for infrastructure improvements in our area.
The results of the Neartown vote were presented formally at a special meeting of
Civic Club Presidents called by CM Cohen June 8. The preliminary work to prepare to
establish a Montrose-Neartown TIRZ outlined at this meeting. Council must vote
whether to establish the TIRZ, and if so, its boundaries and proposed projects.
Establishment of a Neartown-Montrose TIRZ will NOT mean any new or additional
property taxes beyond those that would normally result from the increasing
valuation of properties in our area.
First Montrose Commons, along with much of Houston,
saw its wettest May ever last month! We recorded 19.02
inches of rain-besting the previous record set in 1907 by
well more than three inches! Construction projects
throughout FMC did not help matters—debris clogged
already overwhelmed storm drains, flooding cars and yards.

Contractors continue their work to relocate fiberoptic cables and replace aging gas lines
throughout FMC. Both projects are necessary
preludes to our major Street & Sidewalk
Reconstruction, slated to begin later this year.
The influx of large numbers of contractors and construction equipment brings with it
an increased risk of petty property crimes, as the ne’er-do-wells see fresh
opportunities for quick scores in the confusion. Keep up your guard-put down the cell
phone-and report any suspicious activities. Let’s keep FMC safe!
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Montrose Security Alliance —2 Days and $25K to Go!

to Protect YOUR Neighborhood!
The terms of the contract proposed for the
Montrose Security Alliance have been changed to
address concerns that some FMC residents voiced
when it was first presented. Rather than requiring
a self-renewing contract, MSA will now be funded
via a crowd funding campaign—

but only if YOU ACT NOW!
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/hpdsecurity-patrol-for-first-montrosecommons#/story
If the campaign fails to meet its $55K goal by June 12, we will have no security
patrols for FMC, and all money contributed to the campaign will be refunded.

WOULD YOU
PAY

NEVER LEGAL
1. Parking on any street for
more than 24 hours.
Ma
2. Parking blocking
ANY portion of ANY sidewalk – EVER.
3. Parking between
the sidewalks and the curb.
4. Parking within 20 feet of
ANY intersection.
5. Parking within 30 feet of
STOP sign or crosswalk.
6. Parking facing the wrong way.

Houston, TX 77098

TO BE
SAFE?

Lessons from the Flood

May’s Rainfall may have set new records,
but deluges are the rule rather than the exception in Houston.

Our City is located on a very flat coastal plain, sloping a scant 1-foot per mile to the coastline!
That is far less slope than codes require for drains in our homes, yet we somehow expect that it
will be enough to handle 261 million bathtubs of water from a single 1-inch thunderstorm!
Put this way we can see how silly that assumption is. So, to keep the water from rising into our
homes during heavy rains, the City chose to design a system which is SUPPOSED to FLOOD the
STREETS rather than the houses. Once the storm drains catch up, the streets drain, and all is
well-or it used to be when we used horses and carriages – or cars with more than a few inches of
ground clearance.
The fact is, modern cars are designed to be light weight (meaning it takes very little water to
wash them away), and close to the ground for fuel efficiency. They are most definitely not
designed to be boats or submarines. So the take home lesson here is – keep aware of the
weather forecast, and move your car to higher ground if heavy showers are expected.
The second big lesson is that if you live in Houston – YOU NEED FEDERAL FLOOD INSURANCE.
Flood plains mean nothing to a thunderstorm meandering its way across town. We regularly
experience storms that rain more than 2-inches per hour (the maximum rate our storm drains
can keep up with).
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The strip at W Alabama/Greeley is finally occupied. We’ve got Siphon Coffee, Argyle
League, 713 Pilates and Central Furniture. Not open yet but they are displaying beds,
couches, chairs and dining sets.
Suspicion confirmed: as reported on Swamplot, the total number of new apartments
now scheduled to debut in 2015/2016 in Montrose, Midtown and the Museum District
— just under 4400 — is almost one-third of multifamily development in all of Harris
County.
The Rustic Oak, 511 Richmond, is now open. Remember, the target opening date was
January, but based on the reviews, the wait was worth it, especially for the weekend
brunch. Be sure to try the red velvet pancakes.
The Audubon Place gardens at Roseland and Kipling, has a sale pending sign. A vacant
lot since the house burned down, it was converted to a stake-our-your-plot and plant
several years back. It’s been a very successful neighborhood project and they raised
tomatoes, beans, herbs and planted fruit trees. Sorry to see it go.
Timberline Fitness is spreading their wings with something a bit different. The Zone, a
huge indoor sports complex that features basketball, volley ball, batting cages, pitching
tunnels, etc., is on Stella Link and includes a fitness center, and that's where Timberline
comes in. While the kids work on their team skills, Mom and Dad work on biceps and
abs.

by Tom McBrayer

The McBrayer Reports –

Who you gonna call?
Emergencies -Life, Property in
IMMEDIATE DANGER

=

Non-emergency Police

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free) — http://www.crafthouston.org
Course of Action: 50 Years of Jewelry and Enamel at The Glassell School of Art
Through August 29
Crafting a Continuum: Rethinking Contemporary Craft
Through August 29
Ceramics in the Environment –Through August 29
Houston Museum of Natural Science — http://www.hmns.org
China’s Lost Civilization: The Mystery of Sanxingdui – Through September 7
Shark! Through September 7 — get to know sharks in a new interactive exhibit
Samurai: The Way of the Warrior –Through September 13
Faberge: From a Snowflake to an Iceberg - Through December 31
Museum of Fine Arts — http://www.mfah.org
For a New World to Come: Experiments in Japanese Art and Photography, 1968–1979
Through July 12
American Modern: Works from the Collection of Alice C. Simkins –Through July 19
Arts of Islamic Lands: Selections from the al Sabah Collection, Kuwait - Through January 30
Contemporary Arts Museum — http://camh.org/exhibitions/current
Marilyn Minter: Pretty/Dirty - Through August 2
The Menil Collection (Free) —http://www.menil.org
Becoming Modern: Nineteenth Century French Drawings— Through June 14
Takis: The Fourth Dimension - Through July 26

Security Alert from the Montrose Security Alliance – June 5, 2015
There have been a few muggings in Montrose recently fitting a particular pattern. The
muggers will jump residents who park in their driveways and then exit their vehicles while
talking on their cell phones. The residents are caught off guard, and by the time they react,
the muggers will reach a getaway car waiting nearby. One of these muggings happened on
Woodrow Street, just 2 blocks away from First Montrose Commons.
Don’t allow your cell phone to distract you from your surroundings.
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First Montrose Commons
Upcoming Meetings
Tuesday, June 16, 7:00-8:00pm
The Montrose Center – Rm 106
Tuesday, July 21, 7:00-8:00pm
The Montrose Center
Tuesday, August 18, 7:00-8:00pm
The Montrose Center

Your PAID Membership helps us improve our
neighborhood. Won’t you join us today?
Find us on the Web:

firstmontrosecommons.org

If you live, own property, or run a business
in the area above, we want you to join our
efforts to keep FMC the best place to be!
Residents pay only $10 per person per year.
Businesses can choose from three levels of membership from $50 - $500 per year.
All funds are used to directly support efforts to improve the neighborhood.

Tom McCasland, Candidate for Council at Large 1,
will introduce himself and his candidacy.
Update on Montrose-Neartown TIRZ presentation to City.
Update Montrose Security Alliance crowdfunding.

Culberson & METRO Strike a Deal —
Yet more money,
yet another election —

Congressman Culberson
(R)TX, longtime
opponent of rail in
Houston, and METRO
have struck a deal to
remove language
prohibiting federal
funding for light rail in
Houston—provided
METRO drops its opposition to his bill and holds yet another
general election to approve any new construction. Hailed by
pundits as “a breakthrough agreement”, in reality this simply
means that no steel gets laid on Richmond (or anywhere else in
Houston) without a complete reboot of the years-long process we
have already spent millions of tax dollars for.
So much for fiscal responsibility!

