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Key Vote to be Held at May Meeting
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PRESERVING OUR HISTORY
PROTECTING OUR FUTURE

Critical Choices to be Presented
at

May 19 FMC Meeting
First Montrose Commons residents face important choices on two key issues at our
May 19 meeting.
First, shall we support, through a crowdfunding mechanism, private security patrols in
our neighborhood? The Montrose Security Alliance has significantly modified the terms
of the originally proposed contract to address the most serious concerns voiced when it
was initially presented. Come learn how their new proposal can benefit you and all of
FMC.
Second, task forces under the umbrella of the Neartown Association have been hard at
work to determine the best way to address our area’s critical infrastructure and
development needs in the wake of the failed TIRZ2 annexation proposal. These task
forces each presented their final reports at the April Neartown meeting, and Civic Club
presidents were charged with presenting three potential pathways forward to their
neighborhoods. Each neighborhood is asked to vote to rank their preferences of the
three potential pathways. Each proposal has both merits and pitfalls; each involves
many interdependent pieces; any choice is likely to require substantial work to
implement.
In addition, Former Houston City Councilmember and current Mayoral Candidate Chris
Bell has asked to speak to us to introduce his bid to become Houston’s next Mayor. Mr.
Bell’s presentation will be brief, as will the period to ask questions afterwards.
Please arrive early, as the agenda is quite full, and we have much to accomplish!

We Need Your Input
Should we form a Montrose TIRZ?
Results of FMC vote will be presented with those from other Civic Clubs at the May
Neartown Meeting, and then presented to Mayor’s Office of Economic Development
and City Council for final action on plans to support the explosive growth of Montrose.

Your input is critical to make this process as fair and broad-based as possible.
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Montrose Security Alliance Launches Crowd Funding Effort
Contract Terms Changed to Address Concerns
The terms of the contract proposed for the
Montrose Security Alliance have been changed to
address concerns that some FMC residents voiced
when it was first presented. Rather than requiring a
self-renewing contract, MSA will now be funded via
a crowd funding campaign—already under way.
Be sure to attend May’s FMC meeting to learn how
you can help make our neighborhood a safer and
more pleasant place to live and walk about.

NEVER LEGAL
1. Parking on any street for
Ma more than 24 hours.
2. Parking blocking
ANY portion of ANY sidewalk – EVER.
3. Parking between
the sidewalks and the curb.
4. Parking within 20 feet of
ANY intersection.
5. Parking within 30 feet of
STOP sign or crosswalk.
6. Parking facing the wrong way.

Sunday, May 17 @ 4:00pm • 512 Sul Ross, Houston, TX • RSVP by Thursday, May 14
mtodermatt@aol.com

CenterPoint begins gas line work in FMC
CenterPoint contractors have begun work to replace and relocate several gas lines throughout
FMC. This is in preparation for our street reconstruction, and will eventually require
interruptions of gas service as the old lines are removed and the new ones connected.
All FMC residents and visitors are urged to be cautious travelling in FMC until this project is
complete. And please—AVOID SMOKING AROUND GAS LINE WORK!

Houston, TX 77098
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It’s back to wheels for Eatsie Boys; they moved out of the next-door-to-the Black Lab
location on May 1 to devote all their energy and time to the well-known gold food truck
and the 8th Wonder Brewery. Melange Creperie will take over their location. That’s the
Montrose crepe master who serves up his wares from a parking lot stand at Westheimer
and Taft. Don’t laugh. His followers stand in long lines just to watch this guy operating —
and sample his made-on-the-spot crepes.
AT&T is hard at work ditching Sul Ross for their cable relocation. Next stop is Colquitt.
You’ve probably noticed all the painted marks on the street. How could you miss? They’ve
used fluorescent pink paint, no less.
Since the Byzantine Fresco Chapel no longer has the frescos (They’ve been returned to
Cyprus.), the chapel space is showing some specially commissioned art. First up is The
Infinity Machine, a floating mobile of antique mirrors with a “sound collage” that is so
unusual and mesmerizing that it has to be experienced. The sound is recorded solar wind
as collected by NASA. Think “Gravity,” the movie.
The citywide PIP meeting for May 12 will spotlight HPD’s Fox Unit, the air support squad.
According to Officer Wayne Pate, a helicopter will make a landing in the parking lot at
1660 State Street at 7 pm.

by Tom McBrayer

The McBrayer Reports –
February & March 2015

The old Settlement Goods at 3939M Montrose is now campaign headquarters for
Chris Bell for Mayor.
Don’t look to CVS for your middle-of-the-night drugstore needs. They are no longer 24/7.
Hours now are 7 am to 11 pm with pharmacy hours from 8 am to 10 pm. Walgreens,
Montrose at Lovett, is now the closest.

HSPVA — http://www.houstonisd.org/hspvarts
Senior Piano Ensemble - Friday, May 8, 7:00 pm
Vocal Pop - Friday, May 15, 4:30 pm
Last Day of School - Thursday, May 23 (in case you’re wondering)
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free) — http://www.crafthouston.org
Course of Action: 50 Years of Jewelry and Enamel at The Glassell School of Art
May 9 – August 29
Crafting A Continuum: Rethinking Contemporary Craft
May 29 – August 29
Houston Museum of Natural Science — http://www.hmns.org
Shark! Through September 7 — get to know sharks in a new interactive exhibit
Faberge: From a Snowflake to an Iceberg - Through December 31
Museum of Fine Arts — http://www.mfah.org
For a New World to Come: Experiments in Japanese Art and Photography, 1968–1979
Through July 12
Arts of Islamic Lands: Selections from the al Sabah Collection, Kuwait - Through January 30
Contemporary Arts Museum — http://camh.org/exhibitions/current
Marilyn Minter: Pretty/Dirty - Through August 2
The Menil Collection (Free) —http://www.menil.org
Takis: The Fourth Dimension - Through July 26
Becoming Modern: Nineteenth Century French Drawings— Through June 14

Who you gonna call?
Emergencies -Life, Property in

Take a good look. You’ve probably never seen a report like this one and probably never will
again. Only five reported incidents! — Two thefts, two burglaries and one robbery. That
robbery took place in the parking lot of a popular all-night restaurant.
The February reprieve was short lived — and a short month at that. There were 11 reported
incidents for March, including one burglary and one aggravated assault. It is interesting to
note that the 600 Richmond parking lot theft and the 4200 Montrose office building burglary
were both within the 10:00 pm hour on March 2.

IMMEDIATE DANGER

=

Non-emergency Police
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First Montrose Commons
Upcoming Meetings
Tuesday, May 19, 7:00-800pm
HSPVA – Band Rehearsal Hall
Tuesday, June 16, 7:00-8:00pm
The Montrose Center
Tuesday, July 21, 7:00-8:00pm
The Montrose Center
Tuesday, August 18, 7:00-8:00pm
The Montrose Center
Find us on the Web:

firstmontrosecommons.org

Your PAID Membership helps us improve our
neighborhood. Won’t you join us today?

If you live, own property, or run a business
in the area above, we want you to join our
efforts to keep FMC the best place to be!
Residents pay only $10 per person per year.
Businesses can choose from three levels of membership from $50 - $500 per year.
All funds are used to directly support efforts to improve the neighborhood.

Threating weather dampens attendance
but not spirits at April Foolishness 2015

