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PRESERVING OUR HISTORY
PROTECTING OUR FUTURE

April 14 6-8pm – 700 Block W Main
The Montrose Center & FMC Present
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Join Us for Games, Frolics, & Mirth to Celebrate
the Coming of Spring!
Bring some Food, Drink, Friends, Kids
– and your best HAT!
This is our Third Annual April Foolishness Party, and promises to be bigger and better than
ever! We feature pot luck food & Drink, music, and games for the kids. Come meet your
neighbors – but for safety’s sake – NO PETS PLEASE. See you there!
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Montrose Security Alliance to Launch
Crowd Funding Effort at April Foolishness
Jason Ginsburg has announced that
the Montrose Security Alliance, a
private, non-profit corporation
formed to establish security patrols
within FMC, will launch its crowd
funding campaign at this year’s
April Foolishness Party.
MSA Board Members will be
present to explain their proposal
and seek to sign up folks to
participate.
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NEVER LEGAL

This year’s Mad Hatter theme –

Parking on any street for more than
24 hours.
Parking blocking ANY portion of
ANY sidewalk – EVER.
Parking between the sidewalks and
the curb.
Parking within 20 feet of ANY
intersection.
Parking within 30 feet of STOP sign
or crosswalk.
Parking facing the wrong way.
Not even for “just a minute!”

to mark the launch of the Montrose Security Alliance Crowdfunding Drive.

The Hats of Law Enforcement & Famous Detectives—

Property Values Increase County-wide
Harris County Appraisal District set to begin accepting
Property Valuation Protests as
Property Values Soar County-wide
It’s that time of year again—Spring, and Property Valuation Statements. Our areas
explosive development has resulted in similar increases in property valuations, and
many homeowners are shocked at how much their property’s appraised market value
has risen.

Houston, TX 77098

Fear not! You have the right to protest the market valuation of your property by HCAD,
and can even do so online (www.hcad.org), but for best results many opt to use a
property tax consultant. Either way, you need to prepare NOW, as time is limited to
protest the valuation. Collect information about the current condition of the
improvements (house, garage, etc.) on your property, and how they compare to similar
properties in your area. If your home is in need of major repairs, then get firm, signed
bids for those repairs to present to HCAD examiners. Merely saying “My taxes are too
high!” will get you nowhere.
You are protesting the MARKET VALUE of your property, not the amount of taxes levied
on it. Taxes are levied against the APPRAISED VALUE, which is usually less than the
Market Value if you have a Homestead Exemption. HCAD CANNOT lower your property
taxes, they can only adjust the MARKET VALUE, based on hard evidence you provide
them at your protest.
Many property tax professionals recommend that everyone should protest the
valuation of their property every year – to be certain that HCAD has fairly compared
your property to truly similar properties in your area. Further, once HCAD has
established a higher unchallenged Market value, it is very difficult in subsequent years
to have that value reduced.
For further information, check www.hcad.org
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A new strip center is headed for the corner of W Alabama and Mandell, between
Mandell and Mulberry; it’s across from Menil parking. It will be very close to the street so
parking will be in the back. Alabama Row is the name. Looking at the design on Swamplot,
it’s a sleek modern two-story structure. Here’s hoping the center will have a good coffee
shop; it could serve visitors at both The Menil and Houston Center for Photography on
the corner of Mulberry. Visitors would appreciate a place to sit, sip a cup and talk about
the exhibits.
Very close to the street is what the Brooklyn Athletic Club (BAC) has in mind with their
variance request. They would like to acquire an additional two feet of right of way for
“shade.” Their fence is now two feet from the sidewalk. One small tree does not give a lot
of shade.
It does take a long time for an oak tree to grow, but — the Rustic Oak on Richmond
directly across from Post 510 was supposed to be open “sometime in January,” according
to Swamplot, and that’s a quote from the owner. Which January?
The Menil Collection is expanding again with the recent groundbreaking for the Menil
Drawing Institute. It is hailed as being the “first freestanding facility in the United States
created especially for the exhibition, study, storage, and conservation of modern and
contemporary drawings.” It’s going to be bright outside with a “smooth white surface”
and dark inside to preserve the light sensitive works on paper. Way too soon for
announcing an opening date.

by Tom McBrayer

The McBrayer Reports –
Crime Statistics returns
next month

HPD LGBT Community Crime Forum April 11
Dialogue with HPD & LGBT Community
Saturday, April 11, 2015 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Details:
Chief of Police, Command Staff, HPD Personnel will be discussing areas of concerns and
policies
Agenda
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
The Montrose Center, 401 Branard Street, Houston, Texas 77006
Activities and Displays
For More Information
Officer E.J. Joseph, 713-308-3257

HSPVA — http://www.houstonisd.org/hspvarts
Hairspray Musical — Thursday, Friday, Saturday, April 9 (6 pm), 10, 11, 7 pm
Hairspray Musical — Thursday, Friday, Saturday, April 16, 17 (6 pm), 18, 7 pm
Vocal Spring Concert — Thursday April 16, 7 pm
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free) — http://www.crafthouston.org
Nourish: Clay Houston Membership Exhibition -- Through April 26, 2015
Dark Light: The Micaceous Ceramics of Christine Nofchissey McHorse Through May 11
Houston Museum of Natural Science — http://www.hmns.org
Shark! Through September 7 — get to know sharks in a new interactive exhibit
Faberge: From a Snowflake to an Iceberg Through December 31
Museum of Fine Arts — http://www.mfah.org
Japanese Screens and Contemporary Ceramics — Through May 10, 2015
Arts of Islamic Lands: Selections from the al Sabah Collection, Kuwait - Through January 30
Contemporary Arts Museum — http://camh.org/exhibitions/current
Mel Chin - Through April 19
The Menil Collection (Free) —http://www.menil.org
Lee Bontecou: Drawn Worlds Through May 11
–NOTE: MFAH also houses a permanent collection of her works
Becoming Modern: Nineteenth Century French Drawings February 27 — June 14 —
The show includes works on paper by five artists who importantly impacted the
development of drawing at the formative beginnings of modernism.

Who you gonna call?
Emergencies -Life, Property in
IMMEDIATE DANGER

=

Non-emergency Police
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First Montrose Commons
Upcoming Meetings
Tuesday, April 14, 6:00-8:00pm
Third Annual FMC April Foolishness
700 block West Main

Tuesday, May 19, 7:00-800pm
HSPVA – Band Rehearsal Hall
Find us on the Web:

firstmontrosecommons.org

We Need Your Input
Should we form a Montrose TIRZ?

Presidents of Civic Clubs asked to vote
Presidents of Civic Clubs in Neartown have been asked to vote by
end of April whether to have a Montrose TIRZ, merge with
another TIRZ, or have no TIRZ at all.
Your input on this critical decision is needed now. Please visit
firstmontrosecommons.org/president to email your thoughts on the issue.
The Mayor’s Office of Economic Development has indicated that
time is running out on the ability to form a MONTROSE TIRZ, as
other requests to establish TIRZ come in.
The City is limited by State Law to not more than 25% of its
taxable land value within TIRZ citywide, and is very close to that
limit now. Indeed, there may only be enough value now to allow
for establishment of two or three additional TIRZ citywide. Many
other areas have expressed an interest in forming these zones to
improve infrastructure and development in their own areas.
If Montrose does not act within the next month, we may be left
out altogether. Having no TIRZ would mean that all of our area
would have to wait its turn under ReBuild Houston to have W
Alabama, Richmond, Montrose or Westheimer rebuilt. Given our
experience of ten or longer years delay from start to finish of CIP
projects, this would mean that we would not see any
improvement until 2026 without a TIRZ or some new method in
place. If we are annexed by another TIRZ, we are likely to have
minimal Montrose representation on its Board. Neartown is
currently working to prepare several proposals for its April
Meeting.
Neighborhood Businesses support good neighborhoods;
good neighborhoods support neighborhood businesses!

First step towards our street reconstruction has begun at last!

Crews have begun this week to cut down the center of Sul Ross
to relocate AT&T’s fiberoptic cables. Similar construction is also
slated for Colquitt. Watch for road cuts and parking restrictions!

