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PRESERVING OUR HISTORY
PROTECTING OUR FUTURE

Newsletter of the Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc.

February 17 FMC MEETING Room 101 HSPVA
7:00pm SHARP –
SPECIAL PROGRAM FOR THE “ARKING CHALLENGED”
We continue the new meeting format February 17 with a special presentation from
th

the Division of Parking Management – especially tailored for the “Parking Challenged”
amongst us!
Come learn where you may, and MAY NOT park. Learn how much it will cost you if you
park blocking the sidewalk (even in your own driveway). Don’t miss this intensive
review of Parking Politeness!
At January’s FMC meeting we learned of the dangers that Houston’s love affair with the
Live Oak pose to the long-term survival of our lush canopy of trees. A disease that
targets this very species is but 60 miles to our west and headed our way. Also discussed
was the status of our street reconstruction program and the Midtown TIRZ proposal, as
well as a move to establish private security patrols in FMC.
You miss a lot if you don’t attend our information-packed monthly meetings! They are
only an hour long, every third Tuesday of the month! Join us!

City Delays Public Mtgs re: TIRZ2 expansion as
Museum District Seeks Separate Deal
City Reps promised community meetings to begin in January, but as February begins,
we learn that the meetings have been delayed as the Museum District seeks a separate
deal with TIRZ2. Museum District members hope to fast track a deal to avoid delays in
street & sidewalk repairs. What is not clear, however, is exactly what the boundaries of
this separate deal would be. See p2 for more information 

CM David Robinson to Attend Feb FMC Mtg
Don’t miss this opportunity to learn about plans for parking in Montrose
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CM Costello Elected Chair of H-GAC
Transportation Policy Council
January 23, 2015 -- Council Member
Stephen Costello is the newly elected
chair of the Houston-Galveston Area
Council's (H-GAC's) Transportation Policy
Council (TPC). TPC is a regional panel
responsible for development and
approval of transportation planning
activities within an eight county region.
Council Member Costello has
represented the city of Houston on TPC
for the past five years, serving as vice
chair under Harris County Judge Ed
Emmett for the past two. Elected
unanimously at this morning's TPC

meeting, Costello is the first
representative from the City of Houston
to serve as chair in twenty years.
“Houston is one of the fastest growing
cities in the United States, so it's vital
we focus all available transportation
resources on improving mobility for this
region,” says Costello. “I am very
honored to chair this distinguished
group of area leaders, and I look
forward to working with them to
address the region's growing
transportation challenges.”
For more information, please see
http://www.h-gac.com/taq/commitees/tpc/

Prepare for detours and parking restrictions along both Sul Ross and Colquitt as
AT&T begins relocation of two fiber optic cable trunks.
The proposal to annex Richmond
Avenue, Montrose Boulevard, and
West Alabama Street by TIRZ2
IN NO WAY AFFECTS
CIP 0400 – NSR 467

TIRZ2 Part Deux –
A Separate Piece or Divide and Conquer?
Steven David, Mayor's Office of Economic Development at City of Houston, attended
the January 27 meeting of the Neartown Association and fielded questions about the
delayed stakeholder meeting. Hot on the list of questions was:

– our Neighborhood Street and
Sidewalk Reconstruction Project.

“What is a ‘residential’ property?” Answer: Large multifamily developments are NOT
considered ‘residential,’ so can be included in a TIRZ.

The two are COMPLETELY SEPARATE
ISSUES – and are/would be funded
from completely separate sources.

“Exactly who is and who is not a ‘stakeholder’?” Answer: We are not going to exclude
any of the residents in the areas potentially impacted by whatever plan emerges.

AT&T Cable Relocation Start
Delayed until February
Construction to relocate the AT&T
cables under Colquitt and Sul Ross,
originally slated to begin in January,
will instead begin this month,
according to sources at PWE.

District C CIP Meeting Set
Wednesday,
March 4th, 2015 at 6:30pm
at the
West Gray Metropolitan
Multi-Service Center.
Make plans now to attend this
critically important meeting. Parking
is severely limited. Please carpool.

David acknowledged that City Administration knows they got this one wrong, and said
we should expect to hear more about the promised stakeholder meetings later in
February. He stated the meetings had been postponed because the Museum District
Association approached TIRZ2 and COH asking that they be annexed now—to avoid any
potential delays in street improvements. The City does not wish to confuse the issue
between this group and others who may or may not wish to be annexed. Several
members present noted that None of the museums in the Museum District are
taxable, and therefore there are no “Taxes” to “increment” in this proposal. Further,
there is no definition of the boundaries of the “Museum District”, a term which has
been used loosely to describe a very broad area between downtown and the Texas
Medical Center.
Not answered were questions about the exact routes or boundaries of the proposed
Museum District annexation plan. We as yet do not know which roadways or blocks
would be included in this new separate plan.
FMC Residents are strongly encouraged to stay abreast of these proposals. Since new
mid-rise developments, bars, clubs, and restaurants are not considered “residential”,
any or all of these developments are fair game within a TIRZ to help increase its
“increment’ in taxable value.
We must be wary of offers to upgrade our streets without knowing the true costs to our
residential quality of life.

We have fought too long and hard to preserve our neighborhood’s unique, closeknit nature to trade it all for the sake of a quick fix to roadways that are, after all,
the responsibility of the City of Houston.
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Crime RETURNS—well, at least the City’s monthly crime report. According to Officer
Wayne Pate of the Westheimer Storefront, the computer switchover problems have been
solved. Meanwhile, the bad guys are still hard at work. The hot spots are parking areas on
Montrose and Richmond, with 15 of the 16 incidents listed as theft. The theft category now
includes burglary of a motor vehicle. And restaurants are favorites.
Race Day, Sunday January 19, was a great day for marathoning—for runners and spectators
alike—and both were out in force. The half marathon passed FMC heading toward the finish
line at Discovery Green. A live band performed in front of the Black Lab, and Woodbar moved
tables and chairs out to the sidewalk. Re: Woodbar, not many people know they are also a
coffee and pastry bar. If you want a quieter atmosphere than the other recently opened coffee
house, try this one. And the coffee is good.
Doc’s Motorworks comes to Houston. You won’t get your car tuned up, but you could satisfy
your thirst and hunger pangs. And with 20 TV’s, you could watch a few games. Doc’s is an
Austin fixture with three locations, but the old Wendy’s location on Westheimer is the first one
in Houston. All the local brews are available.
Attention museum goers. The Byzantine Fresco Chapel has now reopened. Yes, the actual
frescos were returned to Cyprus almost three years ago, and now the chapel has been
repurposed. The first exhibit is “The Infinity Machine” by Canadian artists Janet Cardiff and
Georges Bures.
The major expansion project just announced for the Museum of Fine Arts will entail five years
of construction, with lane closures on Bissonnet and Montrose, for the first two years only.
But living in Houston goes with construction.
Monica Pope, long time FMC resident and award-winning chef has had a number of successful
restaurant ventures in Houston. Her current venture is Sparrow Bar + Cookshop. Sparrow is
already a successful restaurant and now we know what Cookshop means. For a weekly fixed
price, Cookshop offers access to local and organic fresh ingredients, prepared meals, cooking
techniques and classes. You buy weekly shares and can use your shares/membership in a
variety of ways. You can pick up items from the Cookshop, some will be raw, some cooked and
ready to take home, and some you can learn how to cook or just eat in. For more information,
drop by Sparrow at 3701 Travis or contact Monica directly at monica@monicapopehouston.com

HSPVA — http://www.houstonisd.org/hspvarts
Valentine’s Mariachi Concert Monday, February 9, 7:00 pm
The Wiz Thursday–Saturday, February 19–21, 7:00 pm, Sunday, February 22, 2:00 pm
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free) — http://www.crafthouston.org
Cyan Silhouettes: Works by Anna Mavromatis & Thea Clark Through March 30
Dark Light: The Micaceous Ceramics of Christine Nofchissey McHorse Through May 11
Houston Museum of Natural Science — http://www.hmns.org
Shark! Through September 7 — get to know sharks in a new interactive exhibit
Faberge: From a Snowflake to an Iceberg Through December 31
Museum of Fine Arts — http://www.mfah.org
The Age of Impressionism: Great French Paintings from the Clark Art Institute Through March 23
Contemporary Arts Museum — http://camh.org/exhibitions/current
Double Life Through March 15 — includes an immersive light and sculpture
installation, a 16mm film loop, live dance presentations, and a newly commissioned
video work.
The Menil Collection (Free) —http://www.menil.org
Lee Bontecou: Drawn Worlds Through May 11
–NOTE: MFAH also houses a permanent collection of her works
Becoming Modern: Nineteenth Century French Drawings February 27 — June 14 —
The show includes works on paper by five artists who importantly impacted the
development of drawing at the formative beginnings of modernism.

by Tom McBrayer

D EC EMBER 20 14 CRIMES
Location Crime
3800
Brandt
4000
Montrose
3900
Montrose
3800
Jack
500
Branard
4100
Montrose
4100
Montrose
4100
Milam
4200
Jack
900
W Main
3900
Montrose
800
Richmond
800
Richmond
800
Colquitt
700
Richmond
3900
Montrose

Premises

Date Time
11.30
3:00 am
12.04
7:00 am
12.08
11:00 pm
12.08
9:00 am
12.09
4:00 am
12.11
5:00 pm
12.11
5:00 pm
12.13
10:00 am
12.15
4:00 am
12.15
4:00 pm
12.17
3:00 pm
12.20
1:00 am
12.20
11:00 pm
12.28
2:00 pm
12.30
6:00 pm
12.30
6:00 pm

Who you gonna call?
Emergencies -Life, Property in
IMMEDIATE DANGER

=

Non-emergency Police
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First Montrose Commons
Upcoming Meetings
Tuesday, February 17, 2015
7:00pm Room 101 HSPVA
Parking Management - COH
Wednesday, March 4, 2015
6:30pm West Gray Multiservice CenterDistrict C CIP MEETING
Tuesday, March 17, 2015
7:00pm Room 101 HSPVA
Diana DuCroz, Historic Preservation
Officer, COH –
“The New Preservation Ordinance”
Third Annual FMC April Foolishness
TBA
Find us on the Web:

FMC Begins 2015 Membership Drive

firstmontrosecommons.org

Let’s Beat 2014’s Record Enrollment!
Renters • Owners • Businesses

All Are Welcome
Last year First Montrose Commons saw phenomenal growthboth in new residents and families and in new members joining
our Neighborhood Association. This growth significantly
strengthens our community. More families and more new
residents walking our streets help to discourage “opportunistic
browsers and cruisers” who seek out easy targets for property
crimes. The more folks we have walking the neighborhood and
watching what’s going on – the safer we all become.
But it’s not enough to simply live here and walk your dog twice
daily. We need you to join FMC as an Active Member. Your
Active Membership helps support our ongoing efforts to
improve our police patrols, to repair and replace our aging
infrastructure, to improve the neighborly atmosphere that
attracted you to live in this unique Houston neighborhood. The
greater the number of paid members we have, the more likely
politicians are to listen to and act upon our concerns. The more
paid members we have, the greater the number of folks
available to assume leadership roles in our neighborhood – to
insure we continue to improve.
We have tried to make membership in FMC as easy as possible:
•
You can join in person at any of our monthly meetings
or events.
•
You can join online via PayPal – either on your
computer or using your smartphone or tablet.
You can join FMC as an Active Member if you live within our
boundaries (see the map!), or own property or operate a
business here.

Join First Montrose Commons today,
and help us make our twenty-second year our best ever!

