
  

January 2015 

 
2015 – A New Year of Challenges for FMC 
 

JANUARY 20 FMC MEETING Room 111 HSPVA 

7:00pm SHARP New Meeting Format 

  

Contents 

F M C  M E E T I N G  

Tuesday, January 20 • 7:00pm 

HSPVA • Room 111 

2015 Year of Challenges  1 

New Meeting Format  1 

The McBrayer Reports  3 

Membership Information  4 

Individual Highlights 

AT&T and our CIP 2 

To TIRZ or Not to TIRZ 2 

Future FMC Meetings 4 

2015 Membership Campaign 4 

January 2015 

506 West Main 

 

FMC faces many new challenges as we begin 2015. This issue is the first online-only 

edition of On Common Ground, and so we will have to work a bit harder to be sure 

everyone knows where to find, and how to access it. The change to electronic 

publishing means that we will save money while also being able to publish in color. It 

offers us the opportunity of a wider audience than our previous paper editions did. I 

must concede, however, it won’t quite be the same as having a paper in hand to read. 

Our long-laboring CIP project takes one step closer towards reality this month, as AT&T 

is set to begin construction to relocate its underground cables along BOTH Colquitt 

and Sul Ross SIMULTANEOUSLY. TIRZ2 – “the Midtown TIRZ” put forward a proposal to 

annex three major arterial streets abutting FMC late in 2014. FMC’s response to this 

sudden and unexpected announcement was among the largest of any of the affected 

neighborhoods. 

The January 20
th

 FMC meeting will see the inauguration of a new format for our 

meetings: We will begin will a few announcements, and proceed immediately to a 

featured speaker. This month, Victor Cordova, from the City of Houston’s Urban 

Forestry section will present information about appropriate and inappropriate curbside 

landscaping to help us understand how to beautify FMC responsibly.  

Each presentation should take about 20 minutes, and be followed by 5-10 minutes for 

questions. Following that, we will move on to updates on current projects and issues, 

then on to new concerns. As always, we strive to complete the whole meeting in 60 

minutes or less. See you there! 
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 AT&T to Begin Construction in January 
   

 

  

 
To TIRZ2 or Not to TIRZ –  

                                               that is the question 
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proceeded one following the other. 

Of course, January’s very wet and cold 

beginning is bound to affect this 

construction, as one additional obstacle 

seems to be a badly designed and 

placed storm drain on Sul Ross. 

Nevertheless, be prepared for detours 

and parking problems along both 

Colquitt and Sul Ross beginning later 

this month. 

Following a series of planning meetings 

between AT&T and Houston PWE, FMC 

representatives learned that AT&T now 

plans to begin construction to relocate 

their underground cables on Sul Ross 

and Colquitt simultaneously. Recall that 

the need to relocate these cables was to 

postpone our CIP for at least 16 months. 

The announcement that construction on 

both lines is slated to begin in January 

2015 is great news, as it should 

dramatically reduce the delay that 

would have resulted had they 

The proposal to annex 

Richmond Avenue, 

Montrose Boulevard, 

and West Alabama 

Street by TIRZ2 

IN NO WAY AFFECTS  

CIP 0400 – NSR 467  

– our Neighborhood 

Street and Sidewalk 

Reconstruction Project. 

The two are 

COMPLETELY 

SEPARATE ISSUES  

– and are/would be 

funded from completely 

separate sources.  

Prepare for detours and parking restrictions along both Sul Ross and Colquitt as 

 AT&T begins relocation of two fiber optic cable trunks. 

As a result of the overwhelmingly negative public outcry, Council has delayed any 

action on approval until at least May 2015 to allow sufficient time to hear from all 

stakeholders affected by this proposal. 

As explained at the Town Hall Meeting at the University of St. Thomas, TIRZ2 proposes 

to annex certain sections of Richmond Avenue, Montrose Boulevard, and West 

Alabama Streets in order to provide necessary infrastructure upgrades and repairs to 

those streets. The proposal specifically excludes residential neighborhoods because 

State Law limits the amount of residential properties that a TIRZ can contain. 

TIRZ were first created in Houston in the 1990’s as a way to “capture” a portion of 

property tax revenues that were generated as a result of improved property values in 

specific areas. These “captured” revenues would then be available for use by the TIRZ 

to reinvest to make additional improvements within their area that had not been made 

by the City or State. 

To determine how much taxable revenue a TIRZ can capture, the total taxable value of 

all properties in its area is determined the year it is established. This is called the “Base 

Year”. Then, each year following the Base Year, whatever property taxes are collected 

above and beyond those of the Base Year are reserved for use by the TIRZ. Thus, the 

older the TIRZ, presumably the larger its reserves become, and the bigger the projects 

it can undertake. TIRZ2 is the second oldest TIRZ in Houston. 

The original legislative intent was that TIRZ would be established for specific purposes 

and that once those purposes had been fulfilled, the TIRZ would be dissolved and the 

total revenues from taxes would then revert back to the City. However, no TIRZ 

established in Houston has ever been dissolved. Rather, each has found new expanded 

projects to tackle once their original projects were completed. This has the effect of 

depriving the City’s General fund of property tax revenues derived from the increased 

values of properties within the TIRZ. Over time this amounts to hundreds of millions of 

tax dollars. 

We need to hear from FMC residents and business owners now, so we can properly 

represent our neighborhood’s interests in this proposal before Council. 
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La Casa del Caballo, Westheimer at Taft, closed in December, lasting less than a year. Taking 

its place in April will be El Tiempo. You knew it as El Tiempo, 1308 Cantina, just north of W 

Gray on Montrose, well known for its fajitas and margaritas. It should have a longer life than 

the previous tenants.  

The good news is Timberline Fitness won the annual Expresso Bike contest (again) by 

racking up stupendous mileage on their five bikes, beating out the big east coast/west coast 

clubs. They did it by working overtime, well past regular closing times. The bad news is, while 

they were pedaling long and strong, the BMV (the burglary of a motor vehicle) boys were also 

at work. They hit four cars in the parking lot across the street. There was nothing of value in 

the bags and briefcases, but the bad guys didn’t know that. Lots of broken glass.  

Now for the best of the restaurants for 2014 as selected by Allison Cook of the Houston 

Chronicle. From a list of ten, Number 2 is Common Bond + Bakery, Westheimer at Dunlavy, 

Number 3 Pax Americana, 4319 Montrose and Number 8 BCN Taste and Tradition, 4210 

Roseland. Be advised: the entrees for number 8 were described as “staggeringly expensive” 

according to Allison Cook.  

Snap Kitchen (the old Dirk’s site) didn’t quite make their goal of “by the end of the year” 

opening, but they were close, doors opened January 10.  

The Black Lab red phone booth got a fresh coat of paint in time for the holidays, as did the 

green bollards — the 4’ high posts that help keep cars from going up on the sidewalk and 

possibly crashing into the building.  

Have you noticed the surveyor stakes going through the neighborhood? Maybe, just maybe, 

we are seeing the first signs of our long awaited Capital Improvement Program.  

The Heights Post Office, Heights Blvd. and 11
th

 St., just announced it will be closing and the 

property sold at market value. Hey, it’s no longer necessary that’s the same label the USPS 

attached to the University Station on Richmond. So, instead of a short walk to your 

neighborhood PO, get ready for a long drive — to the Southmore Station on Almeda.  

Not in the neighborhood, but we hope you’ve seen the restored Julia Ideson Library 

downtown. If you haven’t, here’s a reason to go. There is an photographic exhibition, “Stories 

Of A Workforce,” celebration the centennial of the Houston Ship Channel, Houston’s prime 

connection to the world. Exhibition hours are M, Tu & Thurs 10 am-6 pm, Wed 10 am-8 pm. 
Closed Friday and Sunday. For more information see http://www.storiesofaworkforce.com. 

 

HSPVA 

Summertime in February Band Concert Thursday, February 5 7:00 pm  

The Wiz Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Feb 19, 20, 21, 7 pm 

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)  http://www.crafthouston.org 

Closed for Repairs through January 25 

Houston Museum of Natural Science — http://www.hmns.org 

Shark! Through September 7 — get to know sharks in a new interactive exhibit 

Faberge: From a Snowflake to an Iceberg Through December 31  

Museum of Fine Arts — http://www.mfah.org 

Monet and the Seine: Impressions of a River Through February 1  

Contemporary Arts Museum — http://camh.org/exhibitions/current 

Double Life Through March 15 — includes an immersive light and sculpture 

installation, a 16mm film loop, live dance presentations, and a newly commissioned 

video work. 

The Menil Collection (Free) —http://www.menil.org 

Experiments with Truth: Gandhi and Images of Nonviolence Through February 1  

Becoming Modern: Nineteenth Century French Drawings February 27 — June 14 — 

The show includes works on paper by five artists who importantly impacted the 

development of drawing at the formative beginnings of modernism. 

 
by Tom McBrayer 

We continue to be puzzled about the lack of 

available crime statistics on the city’s web site. 

We were told in September that the site was 

undergoing an overhaul and would soon be 

available. That hasn’t happened yet. Officer 

Wayne Pate, our contact at the Westheimer 

Storefront is just as puzzled as we are. We have 

again sought information from Councilmember 

Cohen’s office and hope to hear from them 

soon.  

Who you gonna call? 
Emergencies (Life, Property in 

immediate danger)  911 

Non-emergency Police 

(Parking violation, Crime Report) 713-884-3131 

All other City Services  311 

BEST TO USE SMARTPHONE APP 

Always Report ANY 

SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY TO 

HPD 

The property you save may 

be your own! 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Let’s Beat 2014’s Record Enrollment! 

Renters • Owners • Businesses 

All Are Welcome 
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First Montrose Commons 

Upcoming Meetings 

Tuesday, February 17, 2015 

7:00pm Room 111 HSPVA 

Parking Management - COH 

 

Tuesday, March 17, 2015 

7:00pm Room 111 HSPVA 

Diana DuCroz, Historic Preservation 

Officer, COH –  

“The New Preservation Ordinance” 

Third Annual FMC April Foolishness 

TBA 

Find us on the Web: 

firstmontrosecommons.org 
 

Last year First Montrose Commons saw phenomenal growth-

both in new residents and families and in new members joining 

our Neighborhood Association. This growth significantly 

strengthens our community. More families and more new 

residents walking our streets help to discourage “opportunistic 

browsers and cruisers” who seek out easy targets for property 

crimes. The more folks we have walking the neighborhood and 

watching what’s going on – the safer we all become. 

But it’s not enough to simply live here and walk your dog twice 

daily. We need you to join FMC as an Active Member. Your 

Active Membership helps support our ongoing efforts to 

improve our police patrols, to repair and replace our aging 

infrastructure, to improve the neighborly atmosphere that 

attracted you to live in this unique Houston neighborhood. The 

greater the number of paid members we have, the more likely 

politicians are to listen to and act upon our concerns. The more 

paid members we have, the greater the number of folks 

available to assume leadership roles in our neighborhood – to 

insure we continue to improve. 

We have tried to make membership in FMC as easy as possible: 

 • You can join in person at any of our monthly meetings 

or events. 

 • You can join online via PayPal – either on your 

computer or using your smartphone or tablet. 

You can join FMC as an Active Member if you live within our 

boundaries (see the map!), or own property or operate a 

business here. 

Join First Montrose Commons today,  

and help us make our twenty-second year our best ever! 


