
 

7 :00pm No v 18  HSPVA 

FMC ELECTIONS 
TUESDAY NOV 18 

Members to choose new Board President  
2 0 1 5  B o a r d  t o  F a c e  C h a l l e n g e s  ―  

S t r e e t  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  D e l a y s ,  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  O r d i n a n c e  C h a n g e s ,  
N e i g h b o r h o o d  G r o w i n g  P a i n s   

 

First Montrose Commons will meet Tuesday, November 18, 
beginning at 7:00pm sharp in the Band Rehearsal Hall of 
The High School for the Performing and Visual Arts. 

The first order of business will be the election of the 2015 Board of 

Directors. Nominations for each of the positions will be accepted from 

Active Members in attendance that paid their 2014 dues before the 

September 19 deadline. Any Active Member may stand for office.  

Only Active Members in attendance and who have paid their 2014 dues 

before the Sept. 19th deadline may vote.  

Positions to be decided include: President, Vice-president, Secretary, 

Treasurer, Historian, Director of Communications, Director of 

Membership, Director of Security, and Director of Activities. Any two or 

more offices may be held by the same person, except the offices of 

President and Vice- President, President and Secretary, or President 

and Treasurer.  

Please arrive early, so that we may begin and conclude business promptly. 

CM Ellen Cohen to 
Attend Nov FMC 
Meeting 
District C Councilmember Ellen Cohen is 
slated to attend the November 18th meeting of 
First Montrose Commons. She is scheduled to 

arrive immediately following the election of 

the 2015 FMC Board, and will address 

concerns about our long-delayed Street 

Reconstruction Project. Residents of FMC 

are encouraged to arrive early for the 7:00pm 

meeting, as seating and parking are both 

limited.  
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Committee works to Revise  
Historic Preservation Ordinance 

Intense Schedule set to Streamline, Clarify Provisions 

ayor Anise Parker has charged a 
committee to revise the City’s 
Historic Preservation Ordinance to 

streamline the applications and approvals 
process, clarify its provisions, and provide 
meaningful enforcement. 

The committee has set an ambitious agenda for itself, meet-

ing biweekly before the holidays, in an attempt to have draft 

revisions ready to present to City Council for discussion in 

January. Their first public meeting was very well attended, 

and committee members heard from a wide variety of stake-

holders, including developers, preservationists, and resi-

dents of the City’s Historic Districts.  

The preliminary Index of Issues, developed at the November 

10 meeting, lists 22 areas to be addressed: 

1. Administrative Approvals 
2. Exemptions* 
3. Exterior Features 
4. Design Guidelines 
5. Designating a Historic District 
6. Change the designations of a structure located in a 

historic district* 
7. Designating a structure as a Landmark or Protected 

Landmark* 
8. Shall Approve Criteria 
9. Certificate of Appropriateness application requirements* 
10. Criteria for alterations and additions 
11. Criteria for new construction 
12. Criteria for relocation and/or demolition 
13. Allow for a Certified Local Government 
14. Tax exemption policies for historic sites 
15. Historic Commission 
16. Appeals 
17. The penalty for illegal demolition 
18. Enforcement 
19. Deferrals 
20. Required notification for CofA applications 
21. Painting brick 
22. Application fees and penalties. 

* indicates item has been completed as of Nov. 10. 

As can be seen from the list above, the committee chose to 

dispose of items requiring minor or non-controversial revi-

sions quickly to allow more time for vetting the more prob-

lematic provisions of the existing ordinance. The process 

they are following involves having Staff research what other 

cities are doing and then discussing how that might inform 

Houston’s approach to historic preservation efforts. Com-

mittee members all expressed a strong commitment to in-

creasing neighborhood or community involvement, as well 

as in reducing the time and expense of obtaining Certifi-

cates of Appropriateness.  

The Committee is seeking ways to better inform 

communities of pending CofA applications in their areas, 

and the Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission 

has recently launched a web page listing pending CofA 

applications. 

http://www.houstontx.gov/planning/Commissions/HAHCMeetingDocuments 

The committee was concerned that the current penalty for 

illegal demolition within an historic district (a 2-year prohi-

bition on permit issuance), is not sufficient to prevent or 

deter such demolitions from occurring. They discussed sev-

eral alternative penalties, and suggested “that an appropri-

ate penalty might be extending the period of time to five 

years and requiring that any new building be built within 

the same footprint and with no more square footage that 

the building that was demolished (as determined from 

HCAD records and any other available documentation) and 

meet the criteria for New Construction.”  

The committee discussed the current tax exemption poli-

cies at its October 27th meeting, and felt “the City should 

follow the eligibility requirements for state and federal 

guidelines. Essentially, the idea is that if you turn the struc-

ture upside down, anything that falls out would not count. 

That means that new kitchens and bathrooms do count. 

However, additions do not.” The committee wants a report 

of the location and value of the tax exemptions the City has 

granted thus far.  

Note that these items are not yet a part of the Historic 
Preservation Ordinance, and will require action on the part of 
City Council to be implemented. In the meantime, FMC 
residents are strongly encouraged to remain abreast of 
proposed changes to the Historic Preservation Ordinance, and 
to attend the biweekly Monday evening meetings in the City 

Hall Annex Council Room. http://www.houstontx.gov/planning/historic-
preservation/Historic-Preservation-Ordinance-Review 

M
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HSPVA breaks ground on 21st Century Venue 

Modern Performing Arts Center –
          Surrounded by Classrooms  
                         in the Heart of Downtown  

 Has broken ground on its campus for 

HSPVA – a 168,000 square foot 

performing arts center occupying a 

full city block at Caroline and Rusk downtown. The five 

story building with 2 story underground garage will be 

LEED Silver certified, and features large performing arts 

theaters surrounded by classroom and a library bathed in 

natural light. The project calls for an aggressive 26-month 

construction schedule that will require closure of a lane of 

traffic each night to deliver contruction materials to the site 

in the heart of the downtown business district. The new 

campus will be located METRO’s Green and Purple lines, 

and will feature a multilane bus port cochere supported by 
stylized columns spelling “HSPVA” along Rusk betweek 

Caroline and Austin Streets.  

Construction of the building itself is scheduled to be 

completecd in May 2017. Hoever, to achieve LEED 

certification, all the furnishings from the existing HSPVA 

campus must be moved in first, and the building sealed and 

purged for 2 months to outgas all contruction materials 

prior to occupancy. HISD and its contractors expect to 

complete the move in August 2017. 

That leaves the future of the existing campus undetermined. 

Some have proposed to use it as a middle school for 

performing arts. Whatever HISD decides, the existing 

campus only recently underwent millions of dollars in 

repairs and upgrades, and it would be a shame not to 

continue its use as a school.  

Location of HSPVA’s new 21s t Century Campus Downtown  

Ultramodern facilities featuring multiple performance halls, naturally 
lit library, and incredible views. Note the stylized HSPVA columns 
supporting the bus port cochere to the left.  

  

HISD
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N O T I C E  
First	Montrose	Commons	

Neighborhood	Association	

Will	Hold	ELECTIONS	for	
Members	of	the	

2015 BOARD of DIRECTORS 

at	its	Regularly	Scheduled	Meeting	

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 18 at 
7:00pm	

Band	Rehearsal	Hall	of	

The	High	School	for	the	Performing	and	Visual	Arts	

Corner	of	West	Main	and	Stanford	Streets	

Only Active Members of First Montrose Commons who 
have paid their 2014 dues on or before September 
19, 2014 may vote or run for office. Nominations for 
Board Positions are currently solicited and will be ac-
cepted from the floor at the meeting. Members inter-
ested in serving on the 2015 Board of Directors are 
encouraged to contact any member of the 2014 Board 
via the website as soon as possible. 

How to  
Landscape for 
Criminals … 
1. Plant thick, fast-growing 

bushes between the sidewalk 
and street – this provides great 
places to hide and forces folks 
to walk in the roadway. 

2. Be sure to avoid any supplemental light along the 
sidewalk. After all, criminals, like vampires, just HATE 
brightly lit areas! 

3. Be sure to leave gates or garage doors open to provide an 
inviting environment for the aspiring young larcenist! 

Largest FMC Trick-or-
Treat Ever Delights Young 
& Old-er Alike 
Not Lions and Tigers and Bears – but how about 
Mermaids, and Princesses, and Ewoks instead? 

Halloween 2014 drew the largest crowd of Trick-or-Treaters 

ever in FMC. More than two dozen kids and parents trod 

through our spooky streets and sidewalks in search of every 

parent’s worst nightmare – the sugar rush!   

Each year for the past five, FMC has provided a predeter-

mined route through the neighborhood to insure the safety 

of our youngest members as they walked at dusk. This year 

saw some of the brightest and most varied costumes ever – 

for both adults and kids! 

 

 

 

Princess Leah insures a safe Trick-or-Treat for her little Ewok. 

 

We 
weren’t 
quite sure 
who 
enjoyed 
dressing 
up more – 
the kids or 
the 
grownups! 

 

. 
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Do You Live in  

 an Apartment? 

Or rent a house? 
Want to Help Make Your  

Neighborhood Nicer & Safer? 
Join First Montrose Commons Today! 

It’s easy and inexpensive-just $10 per person per year. 
Meet your neighbors, make new friends, learn what we 
are doing to improve the safety and quality of everyone’s 

life in FMC.   And we throw some pretty fun parties, too ;) 

How to Use PayPal to  
Join or Renew Membership  

 Go to:  https://www.paypal.com/ 

 At top right of PayPal home page, click on “log in” or 
“sign up” (remember your name and password) and 
then “log in.” At the top of the page click on: “Send 
money to a friend.” 

  For email address, 
use: fmcmembership@yahoo.com . 
For amount, enter: $10.00 (or $20.00 if you’re pay-
ing 2 memberships, etc.) Click “next”. 

  Enter debit or credit card number. 

  In “Note”, enter names of new members, address, 
e-mail address, phone number. Click: “send”. 

 You will receive an e-mail from PayPal confirming 
the transaction. 

 
Yard of the Month  

  November 2014 

604 West Main  

 

 

You wouldn’t drive through a School Zone after 
Chugging 4 tall beers – would you? 

 

  

Don’t miss The Event of 

the FMC Year – 

The Holiday Party at 

Robin’s Nest, of course! 
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b y  T o m  M c B r a y e r  

O c t o b e r  2 0 1 4  

 HSPVA 
� Percussion Ensemble Concert — Wednesday, November 19, 7:00 pm 

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free) 
� In Residence: Work by 2013 Resident Artists – through  December 19 

� Crafttexas 2014 – through December 24 

Museum of Fine Arts 
� Shadows on the Wall: Cameraless Photography from 1851 to Today 

Through November 30 

The Menil Collection (Free)  
� Dario Robleto: The Boundary of Life is Quietly Crossed 

Through January 4 

Contemporary Arts Museum 
� Right Here, Right Now: Houston 

Through November 30  

Houston Museum of Natural Science 
� Shark! – Currently showing 

� Fabergé: From a Snowflake to an Iceberg 
Opens September 19 

 

 Little Bigs just got bigger. Locked into a tiny spot on Montrose just 
north of Westheimer, they jumped at the chance to occupy the 
vacated Chelsea Grill spot next to Dantons in Chelsea Market. They 
opened on Halloween. 

 Not opened yet is the long-awaited bar next to Canopy. Furniture and 
fixtures have been delivered, but they’re still in boxes.  

 After a soft opening in late September, Bistro Menil now has the kinks 
worked out. Both lunch and dinner hours plus weekend brunch have 
been announced. But why no coffee shop on the side? Museum 
visitors might like a chance for dessert and coffee and a time to relax 
and talk about the exhibit. 

 Have you noticed the new gold paint job on the Eatsie Boys food truck? 
For the fall semester, they’ve found a spot on the UH Central 
campus, attending to the classes five days a week.  

 BridgeView Crossing is the name of the spec 11-story office building at 
4503 Montrose at Woodrow. It will overlook US 59 and the Montrose 
Bridge. Ground floor retail will be included. Coffee shop? 

 The old Dirks location is rapidly undergoing a transformation. It was 
completed gutted by the contractor. If you haven’t heard, Snap 
Kitchen will be moving in, hopefully before the end of the year — so 
they say. Snap Kitchen features ready-to-eat meals. They provide 
“gluten free, carb conscious, sodium conscious, non-dairy, paleo diet, 
paleo style, vegetarian, vegan — whatever your pleasure or need. And 
you can buy small or medium size portions.  

 It’s time for the Best of Houston and FMC is again right in the middle 
of the action. Thanks Houston Press. Starting close to home:  
o Best Jazz Club — Cezanne, 4100 Montrose 
o Best Breakfast — Harry’s Breakfast Club, 318 Tuam  
o Best Breakfast (Readers’ Choice) — The Breakfast Klub, 3711 

Milam  
o Best Picnic Spot — Menil Park, Branard @ Mulberry 
o Best Place to Hike — Museum District 
o Best Chocolate Chip Cookies — Common Bond Café & Bakery, 

1706 Westheimer 
o Best Desserts — Common Bond Café & Bakery, 1706 

Westheimer 
o Best Record Store — Sigs Lagoon, 3622-Suite E Main Street 
o Best Park — Hermann 
 

SECURITY  

      Who to  Ca l l  —  

Emergency (threat to life or property) 911 
Non-emergency crime (burglary, suspicious activity) 713-884-3131 
Neighborhood Protection (illegal dumping, etc.) 311 
 (website preferred)   http://houston311.org 

Report ALL Suspicious Persons to HPD 
 

We have not been able to get crime stats since June. For several months, 

the City has been revising their reporting forms and nothing was available. 

We have been assured that they are working on it.  

In its place, we would like to report on an October e-mail from Officer 

Wayne Pate. He described theft of several gift cards issued by various 

stores, which were stolen from a woman’s car. She knew when they were 

used, as she would receive an e-mail from the store. At some point, the 

crook made a mistake: he sold the cards to someone, saying he really 

needed the cash, and the buyer became suspicious. To make a long story 

short, the man could be identified; he did have a record and was picked 

up. This was another case of leaving articles in your car.  

When this man was arrested, about $20,000 worth of stolen merchandise 

was found in his apartment. Police were able to return some of the items 

because they had been reported as stolen and the victims had provided 

identifying details or pictures of the stolen items. Officer Pate is advising, 

as he has before, that we write down serial numbers and other pertinent 

marks on our electronics and take pictures of items such as jewelry that 

have no identifying numbers. 

Cars parked on the street more than 24 
hrs encourage CRIME – and it’s illegal! 
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Nov 
18 FMC BOARD ELECTIONS – HSPVA -7:00pm  

Dec 
2 

� FMC HOLIDAY PARTY 
at 

Robin’s Nest 

 Leave NOTHING in Sight in your CAR – EVER!   

CENTER FOR WOMEN’S HEALTH 

METEOR INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL 

MONTROSE COUNSELING CENTER 

 

MULLEN CONSULTING, LLC 

ROBIN’S NEST 

TIMBERLINE FITNESS STUDIO 

VIEBIG, MCCOMMON & ASSOC. 


