
 

7 :00pm S ep  16  HSPVA 

BLOCKS 
FMC CIP 

One Company Derails More than  
Ten Years of Neighborhood Work  

A s s t .  D i r e c t o r  P W E  t o  S p e a k  a t  S e p t e m b e r  F M C  M e e t i n g   
 

‘s slogan –“MOBILIZING YOUR 
WORLD” clearly doesn’t apply 
to First Montrose Commons. 

Instead, the company has suddenly decided to DEMOBILIZE the CIP to 
reconstruct our streets and sidewalks that so many of us have worked 
the past ten years to implement.  

Despite TEN YEARS of planning to completely rebuild our streets and 
sidewalks, at&t now needs at least another FIFTEEN MONTHS to plan 
to relocate its assets located under OUR STREETS. 

So, even though we have successfully fought our way through the maze 
of City bureaucracy and regulation, we apparently neglected to account 
for the fact that the DEATH STAR was waiting right around the corner. 

This delay means that the millions of dollars 
approved by Council for our project are now 
sitting idle – while other projects await funding. 
It means that if at&t can in fact finish its 
relocation in 15 months, our project will be ready 
to start in the midst of yet another City Budget 
deficit in the hundreds of millions of dollars. 

FMC NEEDS YOU NOW 
Attend the September 16 and November 18 
FMC meetings to learn what we can do to 
protect the ten years of work we have invested 
in this project, and to let our representatives 
know how you feel about yet another delay. 

at&t
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next meeting 

7:00 pm September 16th •  HSPVA    W Main @ Stanford St  

On Common Ground 
september 2014 

New Membership Record, Scuttled Street 
Reconstruction, FMC Elections, & Security 

Highlight Packed August FMC Meeting 

Recent Upsurge in Property Crime Brings Quantum Shift in 

Willingness to Hire Security for FMC 

ugust’s FMC meeting at the Montrose 
Center was one of our most well-
attended summer meetings ever, with 

nearly forty folks braving the heat and humid-
ity to take part in lively discussions. 

Steve Longmire, Director of Communications, opened the 
meeting at 7:00pm in place of Jason Ginsburg, FMC Presi-
dent, who was attending another meeting concerning park-
ing in Montrose. Steve welcomed several new members and 
had them  introduced themselves. He announced that FMC 
has exceeded 100 paid Active Members for the first time in 
our history, and that new members continue to sign up.  

Steve reminded members that FMC Board Elections are just 
around the corner (Nov. 19), and that 2014 annual dues 
must be paid no later than Sept. 19 to vote or run for office.  

Steve also announced that Jason Ginsburg, who has served 
as FMC’s President for many years, will not accept nomina-
tion for that position again. Jason will run as Vice-President 
to assist the new incoming President get up to speed, how-
ever. 

The green house on Garrott, used by the Mental Health Co-
Op is currently listed for sale. This building is apparently a 
part of the Martha Simmons estate, and is being sold to sat-
isfy some of the financial requirements of the estate. Inter-
estingly, the listing apparently described it as residential, 
rather than business-as the Co-Op has so often described it. 

Discussion then turned to the CIP – the Neighborhood 
Street Reconstruction project that FMC has been working 
to achieve since 1999. Steve briefly recapped the long and 
tortuous history of the project before announcing that at&t 
was forcing it to be delayed for at least 15 months so they 
could relocate their assets, despite the fact that the City 
had approved funding for construction to begin this year. 
Steve reported that he has spoken with CM Cohen, who will 
attend the November 19 FMC Meeting, CM Costello, who 

provided assurances that funding would remain available for 
this project regardless of delays, and CM Robinson’s Staff, 
who are attempting to schedule him to attend one of our 
upcoming meetings. CM Robinson’s CNL Gareth Morgans 
(who also happens to live in FMC) attended the August 
Meeting and took notes to give to CM Robinson.  

Steve announced that Deputy Director of Public Works and 
Engineering Daniel Menendez will attend the September 
FMC Meeting to discuss the status of CIP400 NSR 467.  

The September 16 FMC meeting will be held in the Band 
Rehearsal Hall of the High School for the Performing and 
Visual Arts, on the corner of West Main and Stanford. Given 
the nature of the topics for that meeting, we expect a large 
attendance. You are encouraged to arrive early, and to walk 
or carpool, as parking is very limited.  

At the beginning of the August Meeting, Steve passed 
around a clipboard asking members to indicate whether 
they would support having a paid security deputy, and if so, 
how much per month they would be willing to pay. Following 
a discussion of hiring a contract Deputy Constable or an off-
duty HPD Officer, The clipboard was returned. Twenty-one 
attendees indicated they were willing to pay between $10 
and $200 per month for a contract patrol.  

Jason will discuss plans for a paid security patrol for First 
Montrose Commons at the September FMC meeting. 

Steve also announced that the new FMC website will be 
presented to the Board at its September 25 meeting. This 
new site is being developed by Steve Longmire, Evelyn Cho-
rush, and Mary Anne McBrayer to better serve the needs of 
the neighborhood as it continues to grow. Steve also re-
minded members of the October 7 Texas Night Out, and 
asked folks to volunteer to help at the September meeting. 

Steve adjourned the meeting at 8:00pm, and thanked the 
Montrose Center staff for hosting us once again over the 
summer.  

A
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Public Works to Explain Why AT&T has STOPPED our Street Reconstruction  

We Need YOU  
to attend 

First Montrose Commons 
SEPTEMBER 16 MEETING AT HSPVA 

 First Montrose Commons has been 
working with the City of Houston since 
1999 — fighting a Sysiphian battle to get 

our crumbling and inadequate infrastruction replaced. We 
have followed every rule, every regulation, every 
requirement of multiple and constantly changing Concils 
and Department Officials to get our streets and sidewalks 
rebuilt. Now, litterally at the eleventh hour, one company 
steps in and says “Whoa!” and all our work is once again in 
jeopardy. 

WHO ELECTED AT&T TO CITY 

COUNCIL? 

WHO APPOINTED AT&T DIRECTOR 

OF PUBLIC WORKS? 

TheCity now wants us to wait at least 
15 months more – to get AT&T time to 

relocate its cables. WHERE HAS 
AT&T been during our very public 
battle to get our streets rebuilt?  

Why did NO ONE in PWE contact 
AT&T as the plans for construction were being 
drawn? FMC Board Members asked and begged to see the 

plans as they wer being developed- precisely to avoid last 
minute gotcha’s! PWE consistently refused our requests. 
NOW PWE wants us to patiently wait while they and AT&T 
take another 15 months to come up with another plan. 

First Montrose Commons CANNOT WAIT another 15 
months for yet another  PWE Director, yet another Mayor, 
and yet another Council to get up to speed on our project!  

WE WANT OUR STREETS BUILT NOW! 

Everyone who lives of does business in First Montrose 
Commons should attend the September 16, 2014 meeting at 
the High School for the Performing and Visual Arts, located 

at the corner of West main and 
Stanford Streets. The meeting will 
begin promptly at 7:00pm. We will 
meet in the Band Rehearsal Hall – to 
your right as you enter from West 
Main.  

PARKING IS VERY LIMITED.  

Daniel Menedez, Deputy Director of 
Public Works and Engineering is 
scheduled to explain the current 
status of our project (dubbed CIP 
400-NSR-467).  

As this is likely to be a crowded 

event, members are requested to 
stay “on point” and to focus on the issue of the delay in 
our street reconstruction project, without going off-topic.  

The Street Reconstruction project has nothing to do with 
conditions along either West Alabama or Richmond 
Avenue. It concerns ONLY streets and sidewalks wholly 
within our neighborhood.  

FMC

Tues, Sept 16 at 7:00pm 

HSPVA 
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Board Approves New  
Website – Examines Security 
The FMC Board of Directors met August 25 to review progress 
on the new FMC website and to discuss security patrols for the 
neighborhood. 

Board Members reviewed the work of Evelyn Chorush. Mary 
Anne McBrayer, & Steve Longmire, and discussed several 
proposals for hosting the new site, its cost, features, and 
“go-live” date. The consensus was that the new site should 
go live as soon as we can arrange to have it linked to our 
domain name. The “official” start date for the electronic 
only newsletter remains January 2015, but the newsletter 
will be published both online and in print (as it currently is) 
until then. 

The Board also discussed proposals to launch a paid securi-
ty patrol for First Montrose Commons. Jason reported that 
he has had informal discussions with several HPD Officers 
about hiring a bike patrol for the neighborhood. As with 
everything in life – you get what you pay for! 

Jason will present a proposal for seven days per week – eight 
hour patrols to members at the September 16 FMC meeting. 
Patrols cannot begin until and unless a sufficient number of 
residents and businesses commit and pay for the service. 

Members will be asked what level of patrols they are pre-
pared to fund. A bike patrol was favored since it affords the 
greatest mobility and visibility of officers within a neighbor-
hood, as well as facilitates officers and residents getting to 
know one another.  

N O T I C E  
First	Montrose	Commons	

Neighborhood	Association	

Will	Hold	ELECTIONS	for	
Members	of	the	

2015 BOARD of DIRECTORS 

at	its	Regularly	Scheduled	Meeting	

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 18 at 
7:00pm	

Band	Rehearsal	Hall	of	

The	High	School	for	the	Performing	and	Visual	Arts	

Corner	of	West	Main	and	Stanford	Streets	

Only Active Members of First Montrose Commons who 
have paid their 2014 dues on or before September 
19, 2014 may vote or run for office. Nominations for 
Board Positions are currently solicited and will be ac-
cepted from the floor at the meeting. Members inter-
ested in serving on the 2015 Board of Directors are 
encouraged to contact any member of the 2014 Board 
via the website as soon as possible. 

Dale Ruddick 
New Director 
PWE – Sept 2 
Former Head of ReBuild Houston Tapped to Lead PWE 

Dale A. Ruddick, who headed Houston’s newly launched 
ReBuild Houston Program has been named to take over as 
Director of Public Works & Engineering effective  
September 2.  

With the appointment of Mr. Ruddick to this important po-
sition, both he and Mayor Parker acknowledged the need for 
PWE to do a better job of communicating with citizens 
about its projects. 

We in First Montrose Commons look forward to meeting Mr. 
Ruddick in person – to show him just how badly the City has 
communicated with citizens in a project that amounts to 
less than 1/4 % of his department’s annual budget. 
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Do You Live in  

 an Apartment? 

Or rent a house? 
Want to Help Make Your  

Neighborhood Nicer & Safer? 
Join First Montrose Commons Today! 

It’s easy and inexpensive-just $10 per person per year. 
Meet your neighbors, make new friends, learn what we 
are doing to improve the safety and quality of everyone’s 

life in FMC.   And we throw some pretty fun parties, too ;) 

How to Use PayPal to  
Join or Renew Membership  

 Go to:  https://www.paypal.com/ 

 At top right of PayPal home page, click on “log in” or 
“sign up” (remember your name and password) and 
then “log in.” At the top of the page click on: “Send 
money to a friend.” 

  For email address, 
use: fmcmembership@yahoo.com . 
For amount, enter: $10.00 (or $20.00 if you’re pay-
ing 2 memberships, etc.) Click “next”. 

  Enter debit or credit card number. 

  In “Note”, enter names of new members, address, 
e-mail address, phone number. Click: “send”. 

 You will receive an e-mail from PayPal confirming 
the transaction. 

And to keep it that way, we sponsor a preplanned Trick-
or-Treat to designated homes in the neighborhood whose 
owners have signed up in advance as hosts. 

If you want to host, or you want to walk with your kids – 
contact Jason Ginsburg  
(jasonginsburg@comcast.net) by email . 

Please don’t be offended – the group WILL NOT 
STOP AT ANY HOUSE THAT HAS NOT SIGNED 
UP BEFORE THE EVENT.  —  SAFETY FIRST! 
 

You wouldn’t drive through a School Zone after 
Chugging 4 tall beers – would you? 

 

 
Yard of the Month  

  September 2014 

4014 Garrott  

 A Big  

To Ann Robinson & the Folks at  
The Montrose Center 

For graciously hosting our Summer Meetings in their 

large conference room. The Montrose Center is a prime 

example of the neighborhood spirit that makes First 

Montrose Commons the wonderful community that it is! 
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b y  T o m  M c B r a y e r  

J U N E  2 0 1 4  
Location Crime Premises Date 

Time 

600 

W Alabama 

Auto Theft Resale Shop 06.05  

3:00 pm 

800 

Richmond 

Burglary of a 

Motor Vehicle 

Restaurant 06.12  

8:00 pm 

600 

Richmond 

Burglary of a 

Motor Vehicle 

Studio Parking 

Lot 

06.13  

8:00 am 

400 

Colquitt 

Burglary Apartment 

Laundry 

06.14  

12 noon 

3800 

Montrose 

Theft Auto Shop 06.14  

4:00 am 

600 

Richmond 

Burglary of a 

Motor Vehicle 

Studio Parking 

Lot 

06.26  

8:00 am 

200 

W Alabama 

Burglary Of A 

Motor Vehicle 

Apartment 

Parking Lot 

06.30  

4:00 am 

 

Yes, it’s true; the overall crime rate in Houston is down, but 

there has been a spike in one category— burglary of a motor 

vehicle, BMV in police parlance. It’s a fast crime, easy and can 

be lucrative — depending on what you leave in plain view on 

your front seat. We can’t say it enough but we’ll say it again. 

When you get out of your car, leave nothing in sight, not even 

your Ray-Ban case or your computer case. It looks just like 

you’ve left your expensive eyewear and your expensive laptop. 

Take it all with you or put it in your trunk before you get to 

your destination.  

SECURITY  

      Who to  Ca l l  —  

Emergency (threat to life or property) 911 
Non-emergency crime (burglary, suspicious activity) 713-884-3131 
Neighborhood Protection (illegal dumping, etc.) 311 
 (website preferred)   http://houston311.org 

Report ALL Suspicious Persons to HPD 

Cars parked on the street more than 24 
hrs encourage CRIME – and it’s illegal! 

 One of the real estate “hot spots” could be Richmond Ave, “east of Kirby 
all the way down to the site of the old Delman Theater,” so says long-
time Houston real estate observer Ralph Bivens.  
For you newbies, the Delman was on  
Main St at Richmond, part of the Interstate chain. 

 Meanwhile, the former River Café spot (3615 Montrose) is back on track 
for a seven-story 34-unit condo with a definite modern design. The larg-
er footprint will now include the two-story red brick just to the north. 
Entrance and exit will be on Marshall. Good thinking. 

 The Argyle League is up and running, — haircut $40, shoe shine $8. 
Right next door, we’ll have a Pilates studio. Looks like plenty of room 
for lots of reformer chairs (the workout benches). There’s no indica-
tion of any opening date as work as just begun. 

 Pax Americana opened in August to glowing reviews — “A new Hou-
ston cuisine, possibly one of the best new restaurants in Houston this 
year” according to the Houston Press. They feature locally grown herbs 
and organic veggies and bread from Common Bond (the only eatery in 
town so far to feature their breads). Sounds like we’ve got to try it 
out. It’s at 4319 Montrose, next to Zimm’s wine bar 

 We’ve all been wondering what’s going to happen with the old Dirk’s 
Coffee Shop.  Wait no longer; Snap Kitchen will soon be a part of our 
neighborhood when it takes over the vacancy left by Dirk’s.  The con-
tract is signed and reno should begin shortly.  When you’re looking 
for a quick and healthy meal, Snap Kitchen can fill the bill, and at a 
reasonable price.  With seven locations in Houston, plus spots in Dal-
las and Austin, they are rapidly expanding.  In addition to the Mont-
rose/Branard location, they will soon open in The Heights.   
 

 
 HSPVA 

� Visual Art Best of 10th & 11th Grade —September 11, 3:45 pm 

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free) 
� In Residence: Work by 2013 Resident Artists 

September 12 – December 19 

� Crafttexas 2014 
September 26 – December 24 

Museum of Fine Arts 
� Houghton Hall: Portrait of an English Country House 

Through September 21  

� Shadows on the Wall: Cameraless Photography from 1851 to Today 
Through November 30 

The Menil Collection (Free)  
� Dario Robleto: The Boundary of Life is Quietly Crossed 

Through January 4 

Contemporary Arts Museum 
� Right Here, Right Now: Houston 

Through November 30  

Houston Museum of Natural Science 
� Shark! – Currently showing 

� Fabergé: From a Snowflake to an Iceberg 
Opens September 19 
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Sep 
16 

September FMC Meeting - 7:00pm – HSPVA 

Sep 
19 �LAST DAY TO PAY 2014 FMC DUES TO VOTE IN NOV. 

Oct 
7 

Neighborhood Night Out 
700 block West Main 6:00-8:00pm 

Nov 
18 FMC BOARD ELECTIONS – HSPVA -7:00pm 

 Leave NOTHING in Sight in your CAR – EVER!   

CENTER FOR WOMEN’S HEALTH 

METEOR INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL 

MONTROSE COUNSELING CENTER 

 

MULLEN CONSULTING, LLC 

ROBIN’S NEST 

TIMBERLINE FITNESS STUDIO 

VIEBIG, MCCOMMON & ASSOC. 


