
 

7 :00pm A ug  19  the Montrose Center 

Fi r s t  Mont rose  Commons  Needs YOU More t han Ever  

Active Membership Exceeds 100 
N e w  M e m b e r s  C o n t i n u e  t o  J o i n  a s  N e i g h b o r h o o d  G r o w s  R a p i d l y   

 

N E W  B O A R D  M E M B E R S  S O U G H T  F O R  N O V E M B E R  E L E C T I O N   
 

 TURNS 21 ON DECEMBER 20TH 
 AS OUR 

NEIGHBORHOOD’S PHENOMENAL GROWTH  
SPURT CONTINUES UNABATED. 

Together, we have established an impressive record of successes in 
preserving and improving our thirty-one blocks of common space. But 
with our twenty-first birthday comes the need to actively seek new ideas 
to help continue the progress.  

With the hard work of FMC Board Members Evelyn Corush (Director of 
Membership in her first term on the Board) and Mary Anne McBrayer 
(Treasurer), we have managed to exceed 100 paid Active Members for 
the first time ever in our history. Mary Anne worked hard to establish 
online registration and dues payment – bringing FMC in line with other 
civic associations in the area. Evelyn has worked tirelessly promoting 
FMC to new prospective members at our parties and meetings. Together 
with Steve Longmire, they are also working to completely overhaul our 
website with a fresh new look and lots of new features to help inform 
both our new and veteran members about everything special that is 
First Montrose Commons. 

We all anxiously await the beginning of construction on our Street and 
Sidewalk reconstruction project later this year. This project is the direct 
result of the tireless work of FMC Board Members over the past 14 
years.  

Now is the time for any active member with an interest in the quality of 
life in First Montrose Commons to step up and run for a position on the 
Board this November. If you have constructive ideas about how to im-
prove the neighborhood, we want you on the Board! Contact us today! 

FLASH FLOOD DROWNS 
PARKED VEHICLES  

Dozens of Cars Damaged in 4-inch Deluge 

AUGUST 1, 2014 BEGAN MUCH AS ANY OTHER HOT SULTRY 

SUMMER NIGHT IN MONTROSE—A BIT OF LIGHTNING FAR TO 

THE NORTHEAST, AND MOSQUITOES AND THE SOUNDS OF 

STRUGGLING AIR CONDITIONERS FILLED THE AIR. 

That quiet start lasted only an hour. By 1 am a very 
large thunderstorm system, coaxed into town by a 
stalled cold front, began to dump 4.15 inches of rain 
over 90 minutes on First Montrose Commons. When it 
had finally rained itself out, water was over the top of 
the brick planter boxes at West main and Jack Street, 
and dozens of cars parked on the streets were now 
filled with raunchy runoff.  

If Nature’s fury weren’t injury enough, some miscreant 
decided it would be fun to take his 4-wheeler on a 
tsunami-inducing joy ride through our flooded streets 
around 2:30 am –further worsening an already bad 
situation. One can only hope that Karma never sleeps! 

L i v e  a t  P O S T  5 1 0 ?  

Come see what your new neighborhood is all about. 
First Montrose Commons meets Tuesday, August 19 
at 7:00pm – Room 106 of the Montrose Center – on 
the corner of Bute and Branard. 
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IT’S A LONG HOT SUMMER 
AND WE’VE GOT 

THE CRIME TO 
PROVE IT 

s goes the heat and humidity  
– so goes the crime  
– at least here in FMC. 

It began in late July when graffiteurs decided to “beautify 
lower West Alabama from the Spur to Montrose with their 
horrible handiwork. Nearly every building was defaced along 
the north side of the street. Walls, signs, windows, doors, 
and dumpsters—none escaped their attention. It is difficult 
to accept that so much damage could have been done with-
out a single police patrol interrupting—mere blocks away 
from the Mayor’s own residence. 

Then, an attempted burglary in the 600 block of West Main 
resulted in lots of damage, but was apparently thwarted by 
the double deadbolt locks on the house. Nevertheless the 
owner had to replace window glass and doors – not to men-
tion peace of mind. Irritatingly enough, this event was listed 
as “Criminal Mischief ” by HPD, rather than attempted bur-
glary of a residence! There was no “mischief ” here–they  
intended to break in and steal stuff! 

Next up – a burglary in FMC on Sul Ross. Reportedly nearly 
$30K worth of jewelry and items were taken. Surveillance 
tapes from neighbors were provided to the police, and the 
homeowner even appeared on local television news high-
lighting her plight.  

Undeterred, the ne’er-do-wells next struck in the 600 block 
of Colquitt, kicking in a door, trampling over freshly applied 
polyurethane floor finish and making off with more than 
$12K worth of the owner’s personal tools.  

So why is Summer such an opportunity for these losers? 
Simple! The heat and humidity keep most sane people in-
side air-conditioned spaces, where they are not so likely to 
hear the sound of breaking glass or wood over the AC’s drone. 

What can we do to protect ourselves? Many would say, “Get 
an alarm!” But the City has announced its intention to stop 
responding to alarms in an effort to curb the looming 
deficit.  

So, we are 
left with what worked 
for our predecessors—we must  
WATCH OUT FOR EACH OTHER. We must get to know our 
neighbors—who does and who does NOT belong in the 
neighborhood. We must not be reluctant or afraid to ask 
“What are you doing here?” Or  
“Can I help you with something?” –if you prefer.  

We must be vigilant not to advertise our good fortunes: 
don’t leave your door or gate or garage open so that 
“shoppers” can browse over their next targets.  

And we must continue to remind Council and the Mayor 
that they MUST find a sustainable funding solution for 
PUBLIC SAFETY – both in the Police and Fire Depart-
ments. We have the right to live in peace and safety.  

Y’all stay safe out there! 

It’s NEVER Safe to  
Park on Jack St 

August 12, 2014- The owner of this Lexus 
sedan clearly takes good care of it – even 
going so far as to put a car cover over it to 
protect it. Sadly, that seemed only to 
further tempt vandals who ripped the cover 
back to smash both the front and rear 
windshields! We hope the police will file 
this one as a felony, rather than just 
criminal mischief. The damage is clearly 
more than $1000! 

A
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And Speaking of 
Parking... 

It is ALWAYS ILLEGAL to Park Blocking 
ANY PORTION of a Sidewalk or Driveway! 

City of Houston Parking Enforcement Officers regularly 
patrol the streets of First Montrose Commons in plain white 
vans or Prius. (Just exactly what is the correct plural of 

“Prius”, anyway?) Equipped with new digital ticket writers 
that photograph the evidence, they are most happy to issue 
you a citation for $40. 

Is that primo parking spot really worth $40? 

Other commonly issued parking citations within First 
Montrose Commons include: 

• Parked on wrong side of street..................... $30 

• Parked on street longer than 24 hours ......... $30 
[TOW AWAY after 72 hours] 

• Parked within 20 feet of crosswalk- 
intersection .................................................. $40 

• Parked more than 18” from  
right-hand curb ............................................ $40 

• Parked in No Parking Zone .......................... $40 

• Parked in Tow-Away Zone ............................ $70 
PLUS towing and storage fees 

• Parked within 15 feet of Fire Hydrant......... $105 

• Other Fire Code Parking Violation ............. $355 

• Parked Blocking Private Driveway ................ $40 

• Parking Large Vehicle in residential district .. $60 

PLEASE UNDERSTAND –  
THE PURPOSE OF THE STREET IS TO MOVE VEHICLES AND  

EMERGENCY VEHICLES –  
NOT TO STORE OR WORK ON THEM!  

Is Your Landscaping 
Dangerous? 

Efforts to Beautify Property  

Can Increase Risks of Crime, Accidents, Injuries 

any—perhaps most—of the corners within 

FMC are difficult to navigate, whether on 
foot or in a vehicle, due to limited visibility. 

Our streets and sidewalks were designed during a time when 
there were no fenced front yards, far fewer and much small-
er and less powerful cars, and far more folks walking. As we 
have grown, there was no place left to expand our streets, 
and no one would advocate removing our treasured large 
trees. However, many have chosen to plant veritable botani-
cal gardens in the space between the street and sidewalk. 
This means cars must pull well beyond the stop line to see, 
and even then they risk collision. The lush thick and tall 
vegetation also provides great cover for those seeking to 
take advantage of us. It allows them to escape easy detec-
tion as they smash car windows, or scale fences – whether in 
broad daylight or darkness.  

So, with crime ever increasing, and with more folks making 
FMC their home, please take a moment to consider the 
impact your landscaping choices have on the SAFETY of 
our neighborhood. After all, YOU could well be the next 
victim as a result of your choices.  

M
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Are You NEW to the Neighborhood?  

elcome  

to  
First Montrose Commons 

ONE OF HOUSTON’S FINEST HISTORIC NEIGHBORHOODS 

 First Montrose Commons is 31 blocks of 
residences, schools, and businesses 
located just a mile 

an a half from either downtown or the 
Texas Medical Center. Although our 
Neighborhood Association is just 
about to celebrate its 21st birthday, 
our neighborhood has a much longer 
history – dating back to its days as 
farmland during the Republic of 
Texas. A lot has changed since then, 
but one thing that has not ithe 
genuine sense of small town 
community and caring for one’s 
neighbor that has been a hallmark of 
our community since the very 
beginning. 

The neighborhood is bounded by Montrose Boulevard on 
the west; Milam Street/SPUR 527 on the east; Richmond 
Avenue to the south, and West Alabama Street to the north. 

Houston’s renowned High School for the Performing and 
Visual Arts has called FMC home for nearly 33 years. During 
the regular school year, we meet there every third Tuesday 
of the month at 7:00pm, except October, December, and 
April—those are our “Party Months” (more about that 
later…)   

The Montrose Center, Houston’s community center for the 
LGBT Community, is located at the east end of the 
neighborhood. During the summer months, or whenever 
HSPVA is closed, we hold our monthly meetings there. We 
will meet in Room 106 there Tuesday, August 19th at 7:00pm. 

Our meetings are fairly informal, and anyone who lives in or 
owns property or a business in FMC is welcome. We usually 
begin with an update of ongoing projects or concerns, and 
end with open discussion of whatever folks have on their 
minds. We have a very close and cooperative relationship 
with our City Councilmember’s Office, (Ellen Cohen), and 

she regularly sends a representative to our meetings to keep 
her up to date on our concerns.  

Neighborhood security and safety are 
regular topics. We have an active 
Citizens on Patrol neighborhood 
watch program. 

Our neighborhood is home to a very 
diverse group of folks – a true cross-
section of Houston, and we pride 
ourselves in our neighborly behavior 
towards each other.  

We’d like to invite you, as a new 
member of our community, to attend 
our next meeting so we can meet 
and get to know one another better. 
We encourage everyone who lives in 

FMC to become an Active Member of the Neighborhood 
Association- dues are just $10 per person per year, and 
can be paid by cash, or check at each meeting, or online 
via PayPal.  

Now—about those parties I mentioned earlier… 

FMC holds three neighborhood parties each year: The 
Holiday Party at Robin’s Nest in December (NOT to be 
missed!); Texas Neighborhood Night Out, in the 700 block of 
West Main next to HSPVA; and our latest, April Foolishness, 
featuring the Mad Hatter Contest in April, also in the 700 
block of West Main. All three are pot luck affairs. All three 
welcome adults and kids (but no pets or animals – for 
safety’s sake). All three attract lots of folks! 

This month, we will discuss our upcoming major 
construction project, as well as neighborhood security. The 
City plans to start complete reconstruction of all our streets 
and sidewalks. Come learn how this will affect every one of 
us. 

Once again, Welcome to First Montrose Commons!  
Hope to see you on the 19th! 

FMC

We Meet the Third Tuesday 

of each month at 7:00pm 
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Do You Live in  

 an Apartment? 

Or rent a house? 
Want to Help Make Your  

Neighborhood Nicer & Safer? 
Join First Montrose Commons Today! 

It’s easy and inexpensive-just $10 per person per year. 
Meet your neighbors, make new friends, learn what we 
are doing to improve the safety and quality of everyone’s 
life in FMC.   And we throw some pretty fun parties, too ;) 

How to Use PayPal to  
Join or Renew Membership 

– 
 Go to:  https://www.paypal.com/ 

 At top right of web si te click on “log in” or if  you do not already 
have an account,  cli ck on “ sign up”  and remember the “sign up” 
information you used -  e-mail  and password 

 Once you are logged in,  at top of page click on “send money” 

 For "e-mail " type in fmcmembership@yahoo.com 

 For amount type in $10.00 (or $20.00 if you’re paying 2 
memberships) etc.  

 Click on “I’m sending money to family or friends” 

 On the next  screen in the subjec t area, type “2014 Membership 
Dues”; in the message area type in your name and the 
name(s) or any other person(s) you are registering as well, 
and your address and zip code. 

 Click "continue" 

 Click on “enter credit card info” or  

 Click on “enter bank info” if you prefer  to have  the funds 
drawn from your bank  

 Click continue 

 Review the information you provided to see if it ’s  cor rect  

 Click “continue” or  “done” or whatever the final step i s.  

 You will  receive an e-mail confirming your payment.  

 

 

SCHOOL STARTS 
AUGUST 25 
HSPVA REGISTRATION ACTIVITIES BEGIN 

AUGUST 14 8:00 AM 

You wouldn’t drive through a School Zone after 
Chugging 4 tall beers – would you? 

Montrose Sidewalks Coalition Distributes  
Petitions throughout FMC – Montrose 

Earlier this month, the Montrose Sidewalks Coalition, a 

group that seeks to have the City build or rebuild all the 

sidewalks throughout Montrose as a high priority, 

distributed petitions throughout FMC and other 

neighborhoods. While we support having good sidewalks, 

please understand that FMC ALREADY HAS A FUNDED 

Capital Improvement Project which will do just that and 

more in our neighborhood. The circulating petition has 

NOTHING TO DO with FMC’s CIP (Street & Sidewalk Reconstruction). 



−6−  

next meeting 

7:00 pm August 19th •  the Montrose Center  •  B r a n a r d  @  Bu t e  S t   

On Common Ground 
summer 2014 

 

SECURITY  

      Who to  Ca l l  —  

Emergency (threat to life or property) 911 
Non-emergency crime (burglary, suspicious activity) 713-884-3131 
Neighborhood Protection (illegal dumping, etc.) 311 
 (website preferred)   http://houston311.org 

Report ALL Suspicious Persons to HPD 

 
Yard of the Month  

  July 2014 

814 West Main  

  August 2014 

402 Sul Ross 
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b y  T o m  M c B r a y e r  

A P R I L  -  M A Y  2 0 1 4  
Location Crime Premises Date 

Time 

700 

W Main 

Rape Apartment 04.03  

7:00 am 
600 

W Alabama 

Theft Tanning Salon 04.04  

4:00 pm 

300 

W Alabama 

Theft Convenience 
Store 

04.05  
Midnight 

4000 

Stanford 

Burglary of a 

Motor Vehicle 

High School 04.10  

8:00 am 
800 

Richmond 

Burglary of a 

Motor Vehicle 

Restaurant 

Parking Lot 

04.12  

8:00 pm 

500 

Colquitt 

Burglary of a 
Motor Vehicle 

Parking Lot 04.13  
11:00 pm 

3900 

Montrose 

Theft Bank 04.21  

12 Noon 
300 

W Alabama 

Robbery Convenience 

Store 

04.22  

4:00 am 

200 

W Alabama 

Theft Apartment 04.22  
8:00 am 

3900 

Roseland 

Burglary Residence 04.23  

7:00 pm 
4000 

Stanford 

Burglary of a 

Motor Vehicle 

High School 04.24  

8:00 pm 

800 

Richmond 

Burglary Residence 04.26  
4:00 pm 

600 

Richmond 

Burglary of a 

Motor Vehicle 

Exercise Studio 04.29  

5:00 pm 

500 

Branard 

Theft Apartment 05.02  

9:00 am 

800 

Richmond 

Theft Street 05.03  
9:00 am 

900 

W Alabama 

Theft Street 05.11  

2:00 am 
500 

Branard 

Burglary Apartment 05.12  

11:00 pm 

3900 

Montrose 

Burglary of a 
Motor Vehicle 

Strip Center 
Parking Lot 

05.15  
6:00 pm 

800 

Richmond 

Burglary of a 

Motor Vehicle 

Restaurant 

Parking Lot 

05.16  

8:00 pm 
4200 

Montrose 

Theft Commercial 

Building 

05.21  

2:00 pm 

800 

Richmond 

Burglary of a 
Motor Vehicle 

Restaurant 
Parking Lot 

05.31  
3:00 pm 

April — A rarity in FMC, but, sadly, it does happen. There 
was a rape reported for April.  

Burglary of a Motor Vehicle (BMV) is a crime of convenience. 
In spite of the dark glass in many cars, anything left on the 
seat of your parked vehicle is an open invitation. In a matter 
of seconds, a window is smashed and your laptop or brief 
case is gone. Parking lots are a favorite location.  

May — The bad guys can strike at any time; it doesn’t have 
to be under cover of darkness. In fact, only two of the eight 
incidents for May were at night. Those restaurant parking 
lots are favorite spots for BMV’s.  

 Yes, Siphon has finally opened to big crowds. New bike racks went up 
between the Greeley sidewalk and the parking spaces, but be careful 
how you set your bike. One way, you’ll partially block the sidewalk; 
the other way you could get your wheel smashed.  

 Next door to Siphon, construction workers are making ready for The 
Argyle League, proclaimed by advertising “We’re more than just a 
barber shop, we're partners on every step of your daily urban grind, 
keeping you looking and feeling sharp.” Sounds like a place you’d 
expect to find James Bond. Check out the two red bike racks in front 
bearing the names “Montrose District” & “Bike Houston.”  

 Bistro Menil is shaping up to be a replica of the ´20’s bungalows in the 
area with a target opening date of “late September.” Euro-inspired 
American fare is promised along with a craft beer and wine bar.  

 Pax American, formerly Thai Sticks next door to Zimm’s Wine Bar 
recently opened to feature local produce along with American beers 
and wines. Great news abounds: $8 to $20 entrees, weekend brunch 
and a changing menu. Supper Club members take note.  

 Ready for some Revelry on Richmond? Later this summer, you’ll be able 
to do just that, what with 40 craft beers on tap, powered-up menus of 
pub-grub, frozen vodka Red Bulls plus a bingo night. They are right 
next door to Maria Selma’s.  

 The old Dirk’s site is still shuttered, but men with clipboards have 
been noticed recently checking the property. No name mentioned, but 
it’s reportedly about to become a fast food take-out. Concerned 
neighbors are keeping it from becoming a convenient dumping ground 
as it has become a Motel 1½ for some of Montrose’s street people.  

 Every home has its history in our Historic District. The folks at 4002 
Jack are rightly proud of their ´20’s red brick and have done their 
homework. It’s all displayed on a handsome green marker out front. 

 

 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free) 
� La Frontera — an international exhibition of contemporary jewelry  

Through September 7.  

� Texas Masters Series: Sandie Zilker — metal work in jewelry 
Through September 7.  

Museum of Fine Arts 
� Houghton Hall: Portrait of an English Country House 

Through September 21  

The Menil Collection (Free)  
� A Thin Wall of Air: Charles James — A milliner and couturier 

Through September 7.  

Contemporary Arts Museum 
� Right Here, Right Now: Houston 

August 23 — November 30  

Houston Museum of Natural Science 
� Fabergé: A Brilliant Vision – Currently showing 

�  Bulgari: 130 Years of Masterpieces - Currently showing 
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Aug 
14 H SPVA Reg i s t r a t i on  Ac t i v i t i e s  

Aug 
19 

August FMC Meeting – 7:00pm – the Montrose Center 

Sep 
16 

September FMC Meeting - 7:00pm – HSPVA 

Sep 
19 �LAST DAY TO PAY 2014 FMC DUES TO VOTE IN NOV. 

 Leave NOTHING in Sight in your CAR – EVER!   

CENTER FOR WOMEN’S HEALTH 

METEOR INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL 

MONTROSE COUNSELING CENTER 

 

MULLEN CONSULTING, LLC 

ROBIN’S NEST 

TIMBERLINE FITNESS STUDIO 

VIEBIG, MCCOMMON & ASSOC. 


