NOTICE – In Order to VOTE in the November FMC Elections
You MUST have PAID your 2013 Dues on or before
Thursday, September 19, 2013
ONLY ACTIVE MEMBERS may nominate, or stand for office, or vote in this election.

Where’s my Newsletter? And Now, The News …
As most of you have noticed, The Newsletter
has been absent in July and August this year.
Please accept my apologies as its Editor. This
summer proved to be far more demanding of
my time than expected.

Mei Won Robinson
Elected Interim Vice President

This illustrates, however, just how dependent
First Montrose Commons is upon the individual
efforts of Board Members, and perhaps, why it
has traditionally been difficult to recruit new
members to serve on the Board. If we are to
continue to be successful as a neighborhood,
we must recruit and train new members to
serve on our Board, or to stand in when a Board
Member cannot.

City Approves Construction
Funds for our CIP
Ordinance Passes to
Regulate Adult Boarding Houses

I encourage all active members of FMC to consider how their talents might benefit the neighborhood, and to talk to existing Board Members
about how they can help or run for a position in
our November elections.
Let’s all work together to keep First Montrose
Commons an Uncommonly Great place to live!
― SL

Next Meeting – Tuesday, Sept. 17 at 7:00pm in the
Band Rehearsal Room of
The High School for the Performing and Visual Arts.

7:00pm S ept. 17 - H S P VA

… Details Inside ―

A Great Friend Leaves Us
Roy Schlappich died peacefully in the
arms of close friends after a brief illness on
Monday morning, August 19. Roy and his
longtime companion, Detlef lived in a
beautiful home on the corner of West Main
and Greeley for more than fifty years. Their
home was the site of so many wonderful
gatherings and Roy’s unlimited warmth,
generosity, and vitality will be truly missed by
us all.
Bon voyage, Dear Friend!
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CONGRESSMAN TED POE ANNOUNCES
HIS SUPPORT FOR LIGHT RAIL ON
RICHMOND AVENUE
July 31, 2013 ― Congressman Poe released the below statement on the issue:

"On Monday, I asked for your opinion on whether or not
federal funds should be prohibited from helping to build
the Richmond Rail in Houston. Over the past few days,
my office has received dozens of phone calls, hundreds
of emails and over one thousand Facebook comments
on this issue. Many of you even took the time to speak
to my staff in-person when they went door to door in
the district to talk to those of you in the affected area. I
thank you for all of your input on this issue. It’s simple:
blocking federal funds from coming to Houston will not
save any money. Instead, your money will be spent on
building infrastructure in other cities. I look forward to
working with Congressman Culberson, the Houston Congressional Delegation and METRO to find a solution that
serves both the interests of our constituents and the
City of Houston."
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9zCgJRap4g4&feature=youtu.be
Johnna Carlson
Business and Community Affairs Manager
U.S. Congressman Ted Poe (TX-02)
710 N. Post Oak Road, Suite 510
Houston, Texas 77024
Office: 713-681-8763

NASA’s P-3B ORION has been seen flying twice daily over FMC

NASA P-3B ORION B EGINS O VERFLIGHTS
OF H OUSTON T O S TUDY P OLLUTION
In September, NASA began a series of daily overflights of
downtown and southeast Houston to measure levels of airborne pollutants and to profile how the composition of the
local atmosphere changes throughout the day. Houston is
one of several large cities where this detailed analysis is being done.
The flights, which originate at Ellington Airport, consist in a
series of spirals of increasing altitude over the same ground
course to obtain an accurate vertical profile of the atmosphere. Such studies are traditionally conducted using
“weather balloons”, but due to a strange historical quirk, the
Houston-Galveston area has never been included in these
balloon studies. Thus no detailed profile of our local atmosphere has been available – until now!

next meeting

7:00 pm September 17

•
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FMC Welcomes Timberline Fitness
Studio as New Corporate Member
T IMBERLINE FITNESS has been servicing members
in the Montrose community since 1996 and is
proud to be a locally owned and operated business. They specialize in Personal Training and offer Memberships, Nutrition Counseling, Metabolic
Testing, Spin, Pilates, Barre, Yoga, and Zumba
classes. Rather than tell you why they are the best
at what they do, all potential clients have a week
trial to see for themselves why Timberline has
been voted Best Gym by CitySearch for 6 years in
a row!
Support from Corporate Members like Timberline Fitness
helps defray the costs of publishing our newsletter, keeping
costs to individual members the lowest of any active neighborhood association. Let’s show our appreciation by patronizing these First Montrose Commons businesses!

Mei Won Robinson to Serve as
Interim Vice President
JUNE 18, 2013 - Mei Won Robinson, a long time
resident of First Montrose Commons, was elected
to serve the unexpired term of George Flynn as
Vice President of FMC during a special election at
the June meeting.
Mei Won recently completed the renovation of a
wonderful old Tudor-style home in the 500 block of
Sul Ross ― and quite a job that was! The house
had been unoccupied for some time and required
extensive repairs and modernization. Everything
from wiring and plumbing to air conditioning and
repair of the brick work were needed before Mei
Won and her husband Jerry could call this unique
old FMC residence their new home.
Thanks Mei Won’s efforts, this grand old Tudor
should be good for its next century as one of our
neighborhoods many unique homes.

School’s Back In Session

New State Laws Provide
Tougher Penalties for
Cell Phone Use in School Zones &
Passing School Buses While
Loading/Unloading
Our State Legislature may not have seemed to do very much
during its most recent session, but it did manage to
significantly strengthen laws prohibiting the use of cell
phones and texting, as well as sharply raising the penalties
for passing school buses stopped to load or unload students.
Any use of cell phones is now prohibited while in school
zones unless the vehicle is parked. This includes both voice
and text. Fines for first offense of passing a school bus
while loading or unloading students are now increased to
$1200.

SPECIAL ELECTION – June 18 – FMC Vice-President
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Advertise Your Business in one of Houston’s Most Unique Neighborhoods

Commercial Memberships
Support First Montrose Commons
FIRST MONTROSE COMMONS is a 31-block historic
neighborhood located half-way between downtown and the
Texas Medical Center. It is home to a highly diverse and educated population of folks fiercely dedicated to preserving its
unique walkable, neighborly character. Our newsletter, On
Common Ground, is published ten times per year and hand
delivered to more than 400 households. It is the perfect venue
for you to promote your goods and services to an affluent and
educated clientele.
We offer Commercial Memberships in First Montrose Commons
each year in one of three different levels: Silver, Gold and
Platinum – explained below.
Silver Commercial Membership: C OST : $50.00 per year. B ENEFITS:
A single paragraph introduction the first month of your membership, and a 3-line listing of your business on the back page
in the Uncommon Friends directory each month thereafter.
Gold Commercial Membership: C OST: $100 per year. B ENEFITS: An
introductory paragraph the first month of membership and a
standard business card sized ad to run in each of the ten issues
following your acceptance.
Platinum Commercial Membership: C OST: $200 per year. B ENEFITS:
An introductory paragraph the first month of your membership, and an ad measuring 4 by three and one-half inches to
run in each of the ten issues following acceptance of your
membership.

To apply for Commercial Membership in
First Montrose Commons, please contact Damon Vance,
Director of Membership, using the link at

http://firstmontrosecommons.com/officers
We also offer SINGLE -INSTANCE ADS , space-permitting,
at the following rates:
Business Card (2x3½ inches) – submitted as grayscale*
PDF at 300dpi resolution -$20.00
“Quarter-page” (4 x 3½ inches) – submitted as grayscale* PDF at 300dpi
resolution -$50.00
Contact Steve Longmire, Director of Communications at the above link.

* grayscale: NOT COLOR

next meeting

7:00 pm September 17

•
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Security
Who To Call —
Emergency (threat to life or property)

911

Non-emergency crime (burglary, suspicious activity)
Neighborhood Protection (illegal dumping, etc.)
(website preferred)

713-884-3131
311
http://houston311.org

September 2013

4205 Roseland

100,000+
CRASHES PER YEAR INVOLVE
DRIVERS WHO ARE TEXTING
Major Cellular Carriers Launch Campaign to
STOP TEXTING WHILE DRIVING.
Texting while driving KILLS – see itcanwait.com –
take the pledge!

New Businesses
Opening in FMC

W

E’VE GOT MEXICAN, ENGLISH , FRENCH , T HAI ,
CHINESE AND JAPANESE RESTAURANTS all within

walking distance. Add to that international mix —
Greek. The 1920’s red tile roof two-story at 4210 Roseland
will be your neighborhood source for gyros, grape leaves,
bulgur, lamb — all the Greek foods you love. According to
Swamplot.com, it will be open this time next year, right next
to Carriage Car Care.

Here’s a spot that’s already open — Eye Elegance opened in
mid August at 3939P Montrose, in between the nail shop
and the salon. They have an array of designer eyewear ready
to fill your prescription. Their previous location was in Highland Village.

-More wonderful additions to our walkable neighborhood!

SPECIAL ELECTION – June 18 – FMC Vice-President
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More than Ten Years in the Making …

Council Passes
Ordinance to Regulate
Adult Boarding Houses
“On July 24, 2013 the Houston City Council passed
an ordinance, 2013-674, regulating “Boarding
Homes” in the City of Houston. The ordinance
amends Chapters 1 and 28 of the Code of Ordinances. This new ordinance regulates unlicensed facilities
within the City of Houston.
A boarding home or boarding home facility means an
establishment that:
1. Furnished, in one or more buildings, lodging to
three or more persons with disabilities or elderly
persons who are unrelated to the owner of the
establishment by blood or marriage; and
2. Provides residents with community meals, light
housework, meal preparation, transportation,
grocery shopping, money management, laundry
services, or assistance with self-administration of
medication, but does not provide personal care
services as defined by Section 247.002 of the
Texas Health and Safety Code to those persons.
The ordinance exempts certain facilities that have
state licenses. (Sec. 28-452)
The ordinance requires a registration, fire inspection,
records retention, reporting, and criminal background
checks of owners and employees. The ordinance was
initiated by personnel assigned to the Houston Police
Department’s Mental Health Division (MHD) and will
be enforced by a Boarding Home Squad within the
MHD.” - http://www.houstoncit.org/?page_id=1043
Reprinted from the Houston Police Department’s Crisis Intervention Team
website.

This ordinance, while far from being as comprehensive as
many fought to make it, is at least a good beginning. First
Montrose Commons was among the original groups who met
at MHMRA headquarters over three years ago to fight for
the development of regulations to protect both the residents of such boarding houses and the neighborhoods that
surround them. Mayor Parker has promised to review and
strengthen this ordinance once the City has collected more
accurate information as to exactly how many and where
these previously unregulated facilities are.
Our thanks to Jason Ginsburg, who doggedly followed up
with Councilmembers over the long development of this ordinance, and to HPD Officer Anders for his assistance to
keep us and Council informed about the issue.

City Approves
Construction
Funds for our
CIP
June 26, 2013 – Council approved funding of the Capital
Improvement Project, originally designated as CIP 0400 –
NSR 467 – a project to reconstruct streets, sidewalks, curbs
and gutters in First Montrose Commons.
The project began life as a petition drive nearly thirteen
years ago – spearheaded by Raju Adwaney, former President
FMC. Back then, neighborhoods were required to secure the
signatures of at least 75% of the abutting property owners in
order to have the city consider repaving their streets. Raju
was able to collect the required signatures and submitted
them to the City early in 2003. Since that time, the project
has taken a few “detours”, but the persistent efforts of FMC
Board Members and citizens have at last paid off.
Construction contracts are slated to be let and construction
to begin in FY 2014 (which runs from July 1, 2013 through
June 30, 2014). Residents should expect major disruptions
in parking and traffic flow during construction, as the City
works to completely replace our obsolete infrastructure.
The project is expected to include repairs and replacement
of storm sewers and drains, road foundations, sidewalks and
gutters, as well as road surfaces. It is NOT going to be a
simple resurfacing operation.
Once finished, however, we should enjoy new, modern
streets and sidewalks with a substantial reduction in street
flooding, as well as safe level sidewalks on which we can actually walk!
Officials will meet with FMC prior to the beginning of construction to provide the exact schedule and details of road
closures and detours.
In the Meantime –
Residents are reminded

Yo u WI LL ge t a ti cket –
The Parking Enforcement Patrols have resumed
now that school is back in session.

next meeting

7:00 pm September 17

•
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by Tom McBrayer
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L OCATION

CRIME

P REMISES

DATE
TIME

3900
Garrott
4100
Milam

Burglary

Apartment

Theft

Library

05.01
10:00 pm
05.07
1:00 pm

4100
Montrose

Theft

Library

05.08
1:00 pm

300
W Alabama

Theft

Convenience
Store

05.10
11:00 pm

4000
Roseland

Theft

Street

05.28
10:00 pm

600
W Alabama

Robbery

Miscellaneous
Business

06.01
4:00 pm

800
Colquitt

Theft

Residence

06.02
11:00 pm

200
W Alabama

Theft

Apartment

06.03
8:00 pm

400
W Alabama

Auto Theft

Apartment Parking Lot

06.04
6:00 am

400
Richmond

Theft

Convenience
Store

06.04
5:00 pm

200
W Alabama

Auto Theft

Garage/Carport

06.09
7:00 pm

4000
Garrott

Theft

Street

06.13
11:00 pm

600
Richmond

Theft

Miscellaneous
Business

06.29
2:00 pm

700
W Main

Theft

Driveway

07.01
10:00 pm

900
W Alabama
500
Branard

Auto theft

Street

Theft

Apartment

07.15
3:00 pm
07.19
9:00 pm

800
Richmond
800
Richmond

Theft

Residence

Theft

Restaurant

4200
Greeley

Theft

Driveway

07.25
10:00 am

4100
Stanford

Theft

Driveway

07.25
9:00 pm

500
Branard

Theft

Residence

07.26
2:00 pm

400
Sul Ross

Theft

Street

07.28
11:00 pm

07.20
7:00 am
07.20
3:00 pm

A LL TH EFT ALL TH E TIME , including auto thefts, with pickup
trucks the favored targets. Watch where you park!

Here’s a great way to put your spare time to good use, meet new people and give a bit back to your community — volunteer at the Houston
Public Library.
Library There are all sorts of activities like story time, computer instructions, shelving, etc. Best of all, you can specify the nearest
branch — Freed Montrose. Call 832.393.1481 or go to the web site
http://www.houstonlibrary.org/volunteer-opportunities
The highest priced real estate according to the July 11 Chronicle had
some eye-poppers.
#1
15 Courtland Place, $2.6 million
#2
3904 Brandt, $2 million
#3
414 W Alabama, $839,000
Since this report, 3904 Brandt, according to HAR.com, has sold
for somewhere between $1.76 and $1.9 million
The old Bistro Vino location at W Alabama/Roseland, has been revamped to serve Right Step clients. We’ve seen several restaurants try
and not make it since the days of BV, but with a captive audience,
who knows.
In addition to the Capital Improvement plans (CIP) approved June
26, 2013 for FMC, plans are also underway for renovation of the FreedFreedMontrose neighborhood library.
library It’s ranked as the 17th most visited in our
public library system and tied with three other branches as second
worst. This location has never been renovated. Updates will include
new interior finishes, new furniture, signage and service desk, restrooms, and a new mechanical system. Design is scheduled to begin
in 2016. Fire station No. 16 at 1600 Richmond is also scheduled for redo.
Here’s another urban garden to check out. It’s called Plant It Forward
and it’s located in the 1300 block of Sul Ross between Graustark and
Yupon, just west of University of St. Thomas. The corn is starting to
ear, some nice looking Italian squash, string beans — all on raised
beds, with more beds to come. See plant-it-forward.org.
Now that the Brooklyn Athletic Club has been around since January,
you’ve had a chance to sample their wares. What’s your take? It’s
funny; the reviews have been on the plus side, but if you talk to your
friends and neighbors who have been there, it’s a different story —
like over priced items and lousy service.

HSPVA
Annual Spaghetti Supper - October 3, 5:00 pm
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)
Sprawl (Urban landscape in Houston’s urban sprawl)
October 4 — January 19
Houston Museum of Natural Science
Fabergé: A Brilliant Vision – Through December 31
Museum of Fine Arts
The al-Sabah Collection, Kuwait—Collections of Islamic art (jewelry, glass,
metalwork, paperwork) – Through January 24
The Menil Collection (Free)
WOLS: Retrospective— Through January 12
Contemporary Arts Museum
Latoya Ruby Frazier: Witness (Photography, video)
Through October 13

SPECIAL ELECTION – June 18 – FMC Vice-President
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D & Q MINIMART

JAY S. GINSBURG, P.C.

MELISSA NOBLE – STYLIST

Sep

FMC Meeting – 7:00 pm SHARP – HSPVA

17 Plans for National Night Out

Sep

19

Oct

8

Nov

5

Nov

19

D E A D LI N E t o PAY 2 0 1 3 D U E S !
Yo u C A N N O T V O T E i n N O V E M B E R
if dues aren’t paid.

National Night Out – Texas (No FMC Meeting)
City of Houston ELECTIONS – VOTE!
FMC B OA RD E LECTI ONS – 7:00 p m Shar p - HS PVA

METEOR INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL

MONTROSE COUNSELING CENTER

MULLEN CONSULTING, LLC

ROBIN’S NEST

TIMBERLINE FITNESS S TUDIO
TONY’S TREE SERVICE

VIEBIG, MCCOMMON & ASSOC.

next meeting

7:00 pm September 17

•
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