NOTICE – First Montrose Commons will hold a SPECIAL ELECTION
TUESDAY, JUNE 18, 2013
At the General Meeting, Beginning at 7:00pm SHARP
In Room 106 of the Montrose Center, 401 Branard St @ Bute
To Fill the Unexpired Term of Vice President
ONLY ACTIVE MEMBERS may nominate, or stand for office, or vote in this election.
Nominations will be taken from the floor by the meeting President. The winner of the election will
assume office immediately following the results, and serve the remainder of the unexpired term (until
January 1, 2014).

First Montrose Commons Moves to
T HE 2013 H URRICANE SEASON
BEGAN J UNE 1, AND IS FORECAST TO BE HIGHLY ACTIVE .
Everyone is strongly encouraged to ACT NOW to review, revise, or develop
their own action plan before a storm approaches! Houston has a long history of storms that form suddenly early in the season and close to the
coast, leaving little or no time to prepare before landfall.

Any person with special medical needs or who would need special
assistance during a prolonged power interruption is encouraged to call
211 to register for assistance NOW. This registration is FREE OF CHARGE,
and puts authorities on notice of your situation. Review insurance coverage, — especially Flood Insurance coverage, since homeowners insurance
does not cover flood damage, and it takes at least 30 days before a newly
purchased Flood Insurance policy takes effect.

t he Montrose Center
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For the

Summer
Meetings still at 7:00pm sharp on
Third Tuesday of the Month

Next Meeting – Tuesday, June 18 at 7:00pm in
Room 106
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T RANSFER

M AY MEETING H IGHLIGHTS
N EED FOR S PECIAL ELECTION,
OF ESPLANADE M AINTENANCE ,
A FTER-M EETING ACTIVITIES

T HE M AY M EETING OF F IRST M ONTROSE C OMMONS
BEGAN WITH A TRIBUTE TO G EORGE F LYNN, OUR V ICE PRESIDENT WHO PASSED AWAY SUDDENLY LAST
MONTH .
George’s untimely death means that FMC must elect a new
Vice President to serve our the remainder of his unexpired
term, and the membership voted unanimously to postpone
the Special Election until the June meeting to afford everyone a bit more time to consider who should serve in this
important position.
Next, discussion turned to maintenance of the esplanade on
Richmond Avenue between Montrose and the Spur – or
rather, the lack thereof. FMC used to pay a contractor to
maintain this strip, but voted several years ago to terminate
that agreement, and informed the City of that decision.
However, The City apparently has no record of that decision, and has asked whether we would consider turning the
responsibility for maintenance over to the Montrose Management District. Josh Hawes, of the MMD presented the

information, and members voted unanimously to authorize
the transfer of responsibility to MMD, provided that MMD
maintains the memorial signs in the esplanade. Mr. Hawes
said that MMD would draw up the documents for us to review as soon as possible. All agreed that the shrubs along
the esplanade have grown to the point that they now obstruct a clear view of oncoming traffic, and should be severely pruned or removed for safety’s sake.
Finally, Jason proposed that we continue the practice of
meeting after the meeting at a local restaurant to afford
members an opportunity to socialize and brainstorm after
our formal meetings. All agreed with his proposal, and the
May meeting adjourned.

Members are reminded that FMC will meet
at the Montrose Center, 401 Branard @
Bute St., Room 106 June, July and August
while HSPVA is on Summer Break.

next meeting

7:00 pm June 18

•
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New Development in First Montrose Commons

Lovett Homes Proposes Two New Single Family Homes
in Bute Addition

L

OVETT HOMES BOUGHT THE EAST HALF OF THE SKJONSBY ’S PROPERTY AS WELL AS THE OLD BLUE HOUSE AT
3903 BUTE. THEY HAVE FILED APPLICATIONS WITH HAHC FOR CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS TO
DEMOLISH THE EXISTING NON- CONTRIBUTING STRUCTURE AT 3903 BUTE AND TO BUILD TWO NEW SINGLE
FAMILY HOMES ON THESE TWO LOTS. THEIR PROPOSAL , TAKEN FROM THE ABSTRACT OF THEIR APPLICATION WITH
HAHC IS AS FOLLOWS:

404 Sul Ross— New two story 3,935 square foot residence on slab
foundation with attached garage. The residence is 34’ wide with an
eave height of 23’. Residence includes a stucco exterior, aluminum
clad wood windows with divided light, and composite shingle roof.
3903 Bute— New two-story residence on slab foundation and
attached garage approximately 46’ wide and 35’ tall. Residence
includes a stucco exterior, aluminum clad wood windows with
divided light, and composite shingle roof.

These applications will be presented at the Thursday,
June 13, 2013 HAHC Meeting in the Basement of the City
Hall Annex at 900 Bagby St, beginning at 3:00 pm. Since the
first is for new construction on a vacant lot, it must only
meet the tests for building “in-keeping” for the CoA to be
issued. The second requires a CoA for Demolition of
non-contributing structures , as well as for new construction
of an “in-keeping” building. It seems likely that both applications will be approved, provided the construction plans
are acceptable to the commissioners.

Investors Needed Now

T

HE 50’ X 125’ LOT AT 404 S UL R OSS was bought by
Lovett Developers in May 2013; They plan to build a
3,935 sq. ft. two story single family house there, but
Lovett is open to the idea of selling the lot if there
are serious buyers, since the lot is smaller than they
originally thought. Currently there is 1 serious person to buy
in at 25% of the lot, and there is another interest in adding a
backyard for a townhome adjunct to the lot. The idea is to
have a community garden at 404 Sul Ross. Have you visited
the community garden on Stanford and Kipling, just north
of Alabama? A must to see!!!! William, the owner, set up
garden boxes and hoses with a turn around price of $40 per
month per box. He has a waitlist for people wanting to have
a box! A FMC community garden could be a free garden,
too!!!! Everyone could engage and grow fresh veggies! The
404 Sul Ross lot was sold at a 36% profit within 5 years of
ownership. Think what profit it will be in 5 more years!

404 Sul Ross – A vacant 50’x125’ lot with ideal natural lighting
and location for a community garden – or site for a 3,950 sq. ft
two-story house. You can help decide. Serious investors are
needed now to help purchase this lot from the developer.
If you are interested in a lucrative deal by buying a piece of
404 Sul Ross (whether for your own personal interest or a
garden), please call Texas Naturalist Melissa Gilhart @ 713807-8727, or email mgilhart@hotmail.com. Think green – a
community garden would be ideal in FMC!!!!
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From Burned Out Ruins to Community Treasure

Audubon Place’s Community Garden
A Model of Neighborhood Cooperation and Sustainable Development
Many will remember the controversy that surrounded the historic old home on the corner of Kipling and Stanford in
Audubon Place – most not so favorably. The house nearly burned to the ground and then was mired in estate settlement
and disputes with the City of Houston over demolition in an Historic District.
Well, all that’s settled
now, and what has taken
its place is a community
garden in the heart of
Audubon Place that has
neighbors signing up on a
waiting list to rent space.
William Winkler bought
the property and built a
country garden fence
around it to protect the
raised beds that folks
rent space from to plant
their vegetables Fruit
A wonderful Community Garden now graces the
trees are planted in their lot where once stood a dangerous burnt out
own raised box along the house. The garden features raised beds, fruit
trees, a work shed with a porch and swing – and
Stanford St. side of the
lots of butterflies and birds!
lot, and protected from
If Audubon Place can do it, why not
predators by a caged en- First Montrose Commons?
closure.. Neighborhood
Contact Mellissa Gilhart today (see p. 3)
support has been so
strong that there are even plans to install a new automatic
irrigation system for the beds.
Asked whether there had been any problems with
vagrants or vandals, Winkler replied, “Surprisingly – none!
We installed a couple of raised beds outside the fence for
folks to plant or pick from – one with herbs, a couple of
fruit trees, and one with sunflowers. That seems to provide whatever someone might need who’s not a renter in
the garden.”

William is currently
looking to expand his
venture, and has
contacted Melissa Gihart
about her proposal.
Others are still needed
urgently to bring this
wonderful amenity to First
Montrose Commons.

There is even
a “public
section”
outside the
fence – for
those in
need.

next meeting

7:00 pm June 18

•
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Advertise Your Business in one of Houston’s Most Unique Neighborhoods

Commercial Memberships
Support First Montrose Commons
FIRST MONTROSE COMMONS is a 31-block historic
neighborhood located half-way between downtown and the
Texas Medical Center. It is home to a highly diverse and educated population of folks fiercely dedicated to preserving its
unique walkable, neighborly character. Our newsletter, On
Common Ground, is published ten times per year and hand
delivered to more than 400 households. It is the perfect venue
for you to promote your goods and services to an affluent and
educated clientele.
We offer Commercial Memberships in First Montrose Commons
each year in one of three different levels: Silver, Gold and
Platinum – explained below.
Silver Commercial Membership: C OST : $50.00 per year. B ENEFITS:
A single paragraph introduction the first month of your membership, and a 3-line listing of your business on the back page
in the Uncommon Friends directory each month thereafter.
Gold Commercial Membership: C OST: $100 per year. B ENEFITS: An
introductory paragraph the first month of membership and a
standard business card sized ad to run in each of the ten issues
following your acceptance.
Platinum Commercial Membership: C OST: $200 per year. B ENEFITS:
An introductory paragraph the first month of your membership, and an ad measuring 4 by three and one-half inches to
run in each of the ten issues following acceptance of your
membership.

To apply for Commercial Membership in
First Montrose Commons, please contact Damon Vance,
Director of Membership, using the link at

http://firstmontrosecommons.com/officers
We also offer SINGLE -INSTANCE ADS , space-permitting,
at the following rates:
Business Card (2x3½ inches) – submitted as grayscale*
PDF at 300dpi resolution -$20.00
“Quarter-page” (4 x 3½ inches) – submitted as grayscale* PDF at 300dpi
resolution -$50.00
Contact Steve Longmire, Director of Communications at the above link.

* grayscale: NOT COLOR
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Security
Who To Call —
Emergency (threat to life or property)

911

Non-emergency crime (burglary, suspicious activity)
Neighborhood Protection (illegal dumping, etc.)
(website preferred)

713-884-3131
311
http://houston311.org

Would You Give Up
To Get New Streets & Sidewalks?
That’s all a one year membership in FMC costs!
Join Today – We’re
We re all counting on YOU!

June 2013

928 West Main

Protect Your Property

HURRICANE
SEASON HAS BEGUN
Flood Insurance takes 30 days to
become effective, BUT
No new policies are issued during
an active storm!
Don’t be caught “under water” – check your policy now!
next meeting

7:00 pm June 18

•
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by Tom McBrayer

April 2013
Location

Crime

Premises

600
Sul Ross
600
Richmond
500
Sul Ross
4200
Roseland
900
Colquitt
600
W Alabama
500
Sul Ross
800
W Alabama
500
Branard
300
Sul Ross

Theft

Garage

Theft

Restaurant

Aggravated
Assault
Burglary

Apartment

Theft

Commercial
Garage
Apartment
Parking Lot
Not Stated

Theft
Aggravated
Assault
Theft

Duplex

Street

Burglary

Apartment

Theft

Street

Date
Time
03.30
6:00 pm
04.01
9:00 pm
04.06
11:00 am
04.20
7:00 pm
04.21
10:00 pm
04.21
8:00 pm
04.22
4:00 pm
04.23
3:00 am
04.26
9:00 pm
04.30
8:00 pm

Have you seen the BAC Mobile?
Mobile It seems like it’s all over town, from
Midtown to the Museum District. But when not in use, it’s parked
right behind its home at the Brooklyn Athletic Club on Richmond.
The restaurant formerly known as Oceans — we knew it best as Bistro
Vino — is getting spruced up. Sidewalk, landscaping, paint and wheelchair ramp. Who’s moving in?
If you want to see what an urban garden should look like, check out the
one at Stanford and Kipling.
Kipling Called Greenleaf Garden,
Garden it’s got a sturdy
fence to keep the varmints out, raised and boxed beds and a covered
“cage” for fruit trees. Want more? There is a tool shed complete with
a stained glass window and a sculpture — a wooden scythe — mounted on the exterior wall. The property is owned by one of the neighbors and maintained by the neighborhood. It’s a real show place. Plus,
there are herb beds between the sidewalk and the street and the herbs
are for anyone to pick and enjoy. Anybody got any ideas?
They went from “never on Sunday” to Sunday brunch. Eatsie Boys is
open from 9 am to 3 pm now that they have their feet on the ground.
Their brunch menu reads, “trust us brunch.” Guess that could mean
anything.

Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)
The trend continues: Two aggravated assaults (500 HoustonThe
Ornamental Plumb Bob — an exhibition of objects and broochblock of Sul Ross) plus six thefts and two burglaes which explores the plumb bob, “a tool used to denote a vertical line of reference. –Through July 27
ries. Note that the assaults were daytime while the
Ctrl
+ P — work by several contemporary artists who use openrest were all at night.

You’re reading about criminal activity that occurred in April and here we are in June. For faster
results you might try www.spotcrime.com.
Don’t leave AN YTHING
in sight and unattended – EVER!
Don’t

Be

A

Victim!

Want a Say in
How FMC is Run?
–

Pay

JOIN
Your Dues
VOTE

–

source programs and 3D printers to conceptualize and create in
revolutionary ways – Through September 8
The Tool At Hand — Works from various artists in a variety of
materials -– Through September 8
Houston Museum of Natural Science
Fabergé: A Brilliant Vision – Through December 31
Museum of Fine Arts
The Artist’s Palatte: Primary Colors on Paper – Through June 2
The al-Sabah Collection, Kuwait—Collections of Islamic art
(jewelry, glass, metalwork, paperwork) – Through January 24
The Menil Collection (Free)
Menil 25
Forrest Bess: Seeing Things Invisible -Through August 18
Late Surrealism -–Through August 25
Contemporary Arts Museum
Faking It: Manipulated Photography before Photoshop —
Tracing the practice from the 1840s through the 1980s
– Through August 25
Parallel Practices: Joan Jonas & Gina Pane – Through June 30

What could be simpler?
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Yo
u

M
U
S
T

BOWL

D & Q MINIMART

Jun

FMC Meeting – 7:00 pm SHARP – Montrose Center
18 401 Branard @ Bute Room 106
SPECIAL ELECTION for Vice President

Jul

2
Jul
16

D E A D L I N E f o r J U LY C o f A a p p l i c a t i o n s !

Jul

DEADLINE for AUGUS T C of A applications !

30

July FMC Meeting – 7:00 pm Montrose Center

HUR RICAN E S EASO N STAR TS JUN E 1st
estafeta®

JAY S. GINSBURG, P.C.

MONTROSE COUNSELING CENTER

MULLEN CONSULTING, LLC

MELISSA NOBLE – STYLIST

ROBIN’S NEST

TONY’S TREE SERVICE

METEOR INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL

VIEBIG, MCCOMMON & ASSOC.

next meeting

7:00 pm June 18
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