A T RIUMPH OF P RESERVATION! January FMC Meeting Emphasizes

Neighborhood Importance of
HSPVA Campus
Seeks Consensus on Long-term Plans for Site
JANUARY 15, 2013—Jason Ginsburg presided over the January meeting of
First Montrose Commons at HSPVA. The meeting began with a discussion of HISD plans to relocate HSPVA to a newly built campus in downtown Houston, and what will become of its present 1¾-acre site in the
heart of FMC.

Lucia Mansion, Once Crumbling,
Now Restored and Listed FOR SALE
THE LUCIA MANSION, 3904 BRANDT, once the endangered
poster child for why we needed to establish the First
Montrose Commons Historic District, has been dramatically transformed into la plus grande dame of the neighborhood! Now listed on the HAR website for $1.95M, the
exterior of this 100 year old landmark has been carefully
restored to its original glory, while the interiors have all
been elegantly refitted with modern electrical, plumbing,
and air-conditioning systems.
Not only protected by virtue of its inclusion in the First
Montrose Commons Historic District, the site is also now
a Designated City of Houston Historic Landmark, (as is
its neighbor, The Cochran-Hofheinz House, site of
Culinaire Catering). Its “sister property” down the street
at 4100 Milam (the “Milam House”) has also recently
been listed for sale by its owner, Dr. Jim Wheeler. These
three homes, along with the prairie style home at 320
Branard, are the last four examples of the Bute Addition’s
great homes “located on quarterquarter-block lots”.
Our heartfelt thanks go to the owners of each of these
important historic homes for preserving these jewels of
our neighborhood’s rich architectural history.

Somewhat surprisingly, four representative from HISD appeared and tried
to answer questions about the new HSPVA plans. Previous attempts to
have a member of the HISD Board speak have not met with success. The
gist of the discussion was that it will likely be at least another two years
before any consideration of moving from the present campus to another
will occur, thus there is sufficient time for us to begin a dialog with HISD
leaders about the future of the FMC site. It was emphasized, however, that
the longer we wait to begin such a dialog, the less likely it is to be effective in shaping any decisions.
Jason asked FMC members to write to the FMC Board with their ideas for
the future use of this site, and strongly encouraged everyone to become
paid members of the neighborhood association, so we can have sufficient
resources to influence decisions about this location. We will likely host a
town hall meeting concerning the HSPVA site later this spring.
Members voted to cancel the April FMC membership meeting in lieu of
holding the first FMC April Foolishness Party, a springtime gathering similar to our National Night Out celebrations. Initial plans are being developed now, with a tentative date of Tuesday, April 9 – to avoid conflicts
with HSPVA’s performance schedule.
An application to demolish the Contributing Home at 606 Colquitt has
been filed with the Houston Archeological and Historical Commission.
This will be the first challenge to our Historic District protections against
demolitions, and the membership voted to authorize Steve Longmire to
speak on behalf of FMC in opposition to the demolition before the Commission. The application will be heard at the Thursday, February 21 HAHC
meeting.
See p 2
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January FMC Meeting Highlights
The Historic and Archeological Commission meets in the City Hall
Annex, 910 Bagby, in the City Council Chambers in the lower level,
beginning at 3:00 pm on Thursday, February 21, 2012. Parking is
available under the Annex Building (Walker Street driveway) or
across the street at the Hobby Center.
Jason also announced that the new 2013 First Montrose
Commons Board Members took office January 1, 2013, and
thanked the 2012 members for their service.

2013 FIRST MONTROSE COMMONS BOARD MEMBERS
PRESIDENT:
Jason Ginsburg
George Flynn
VICE -PRESIDENT:
T REASURER :
Mary Anne McBrayer
SECRETARY :
Leslie Turner
Chris Oakley
HISTORIAN:
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS :
Steve Longmire
Lance McKnight
DIRECTOR OF SECURITY :
DIRECTOR OF MEMBERSHIP:
Damon Vance
DIRECTOR OF E VENTS :
Marie-Theres Odermatt

Late Breaking NEWS …

HISD Super Grier Announces Plans for Middle School for the Arts
According to an article in The Houston Chronicle dated February 5, 2012, HISD Superintendent Terry Grier announced
preliminary plans “to create a middle school for the arts, which would feed into the prestigious and popular High School for
the Performing and Visual Arts, … [during] his annual State of Schools Speech” February 1. The article goes on:

“The arts middle school likely would move into a spruced-up version of the HSPVA campus in Montrose, he said.”
Well, Mr. Grier, we applaud this enlightened vision for the continued use of this purpose-built and recently renovated campus in the heart of First Montrose Commons, which has shepherded a school at this location since 1926. May we take this
opportunity to suggest that the new campus be named in honor of the first HISD campus on this site? To wit-

The Montrose School for the Performing and Visual Arts
I feel certain you’d garner the support of dozens of former Montrose Elementary and HSPVA Grads – many of whom still
live in First Montrose Commons and surrounding neighborhoods!

next meeting

7:00 pm February 19
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HSPVA –
The Heart of First Montrose Commons
Harris County Voters overwhelmingly approved HISD’s bond issue to fund the replacement of aging and outdated schools
throughout the district. The 32 year-old High School for the Performing and Visual Arts is among those slated to be replaced.
Decisions yet to be made by the HISD Board could mean that First Montrose Commons is without a school on Lots 12 and 13 of
the Lockhart, Connor & Barziza Addition for the first time since 1926.

January 11, 2013

W

HAT IS THE HEART OF

FIRST M ONTROSE
COMMONS?

Most would say it’s the wonderful people who
live and work here. Others would say it’s our
historic district and the irreplaceable
homes that it encompasses. And of course,
both would be right. But there is a third,
more literal answer: the HSPVA campus
occupies the heart of First Montrose
Commons, and it will soon undergo a
radical change.
As most of you know, the recent school
bond initiative will allow HISD to rebuild
dozens of campuses, including the HSPVA
campus. However, HSPVA is unique among
all of those schools in that it is the only campus that will be rebuilt in a different location,
specifically the east side of downtown. I’ve been
informed that construction on this new campus will
not begin before 2014. Nevertheless, it is certain that
HSPVA will be leaving our neighborhood. And now the question becomes what will take its place in the heart of First
Montrose Commons.
Prior to the bond election, both our HISD Trustee Paula
Harris and HISD Board President Michael Lunceford told
me that HISD had NO PLANS for what would take the place
of HSPVA’s current campus. I could not believe that HISD
would plan to build an $81 million school building in east
downtown, a place devoid of children, families, and communities, but not give a single thought to the heart of our
neighborhood. I submit to you that these decision-makers
cannot be relied upon to do what is best for First Montrose
Commons. I fear that they might blindly decide to sell the
campus to a private developer to create an Ashby Highrisestyle building. Or that they might callously repurpose campus to serve as a reformatory school. Whatever their plan
may be, all I can say is that HISD has made no effort to in-

clude our neighborhood in the process. No one from HISD
has come here to listen to us, SO WE MUST MAKE OUR VOICES
HEARD!
The best and only way to make HISD listen to us
is through solidarity, and that can only come
from our neighborhood association. Our association’s officers stand ready to act, but
we need support from all of our neighbors to be effective. We need to boost
association membership to its highest
levels ever so that we have the numbers and the finances to get and hold
HISD’s attention. If you have never
before been a part of our neighborhood association, or if you have let
your membership lapse, then NOW is
the time for you to join. NOW is the
time for your neighbors to join. NOW is
the time for us all to join together to protect the heart of our neighborhood.
And joining is both easy and affordable. To
bolster our ranks and reserves, you only need to
provide your name, address, and email address to our Director of Membership, Damon Vance, plus $10 per person joining. Those items should be dropped in Damon’s mailbox at
506 W. Main. Such participation and contribution may seem
small, but collectively they can have a great impact. They
give our association the standing and the ability to advocate
on your behalf.
With your help, our association will arrange a forum where
we, as a community, will be able to directly address the
HISD brass and work with them to decide the future of the
HSPVA campus.

Jason Ginsburg, President
First Montrose Commons Neighborhood Association

2013 FMC Membership Drive Now in Progress
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Advertise Your Business in one of Houston’s Most Unique Neighborhoods

Commercial Memberships
Support First Montrose Commons
First Montrose Commons is a 31-block historic neighborhood
located half-way between downtown and the Texas Medical Center. It is home to a highly diverse and educated population of
folks fiercely dedicated to preserving its unique walkable, neighborly character. Our newsletter, On Common Ground , is published ten times per year and hand delivered to more than 400
households. It is the perfect venue for you to promote your goods
and services to an affluent and educated clientele.
We offer Commercial Memberships in First Montrose Commons
each year in one of three different levels: Silver, Gold and
Platinum – explained below.
Silver Commercial Membership: C OST : $50.00 per year. B ENEFITS: A
single paragraph introduction the first month of your membership, and a 3-line listing of your business on the back page in the
Uncommon Friends directory each month thereafter.
Gold Commercial Membership: C OST: $100 per year. B ENEFITS: An
introductory paragraph the first month of membership and a
standard business card sized ad to run in each of the ten issues
following your acceptance.
Platinum Commercial Membership: C OST: $200 per year. B ENEFITS:
An introductory paragraph the first month of your membership,
and an ad measuring 4 by three and one-half inches to run in
each of the ten issues following acceptance of your membership.
To apply for Commercial Membership in First Montrose
Commons, please contact Damon Vance, Director of
Membership, using the link at

http://firstmontrosecommons.com/officers
We also offer SINGLE -INSTANCE ADS , space-permitting,
at the following rates:
Business Card (2x3½ inches) – submitted as grayscale*
PDF at 300dpi resolution -$20.00
“Quarter-page” (4 x 3½ inches) – submitted as grayscale*
PDF at 300dpi resolution -$50.00
Contact Steve Longmire, Director of Communications at the above link.

* grayscale: NOT COLOR.

Make Plans Now to attend our
First Annu
Annual April Fool
Foolish
ishness!
More Infor
formation at Feb
February and March FMC Meet
Meetings.
ings.
next meeting

7:00 pm February 19
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“There’s an App for that …”

Mayor Annise Parker Introduces
All-New 311 Help & Info Smartphone App
Smartphone App Launch and Redesigned Website are Only the Beginning of Numerous Upgrades to Come
JANUARY 29, 2013 -- T ODAY, M AYOR A NNISE PARKER JOINED
C ITY OF H OUSTON ’ S 311 H ELP & I NFO TO LAUNCH THE
ALL - NEW 311 S MARTPHONE APP. T HE S MARTPHONE APP IS THE
NEWEST ADDITION TO 311’ S ENTIRELY NEW DESIGN FOCUSED
ON MAXIMIZING CITIZEN ENGA GEMENT.

THE

“I am excited to join 311 today to announce the redesigned
311 Help & Info,” said Mayor Parker. “The old 311 was inefficient and failed to meet Houston’s needs. The new 311 is a
completely transformed entity which places focus exactly
where it should be; on the customer. Today, Houstonians
can reach 311 through a variety of channels that are convenient and easy to use.”
The City of Houston launched the 311 Houston Service
Helpline in August 2001 as a telephone helpline, and the
technology backbone which ran the system became rigid
and inflexible over time. Now, 311 Help & Info users are
able to submit service requests via the new Smartphone
app, the redesigned website, email or by calling the 24/7
call center. The new 311 system is more flexible, convenient, efficient, and customer-focused than ever in Houston’s
history. Additionally, the new 311 empowers citizens to join
the City’s effort to improve the community by making it
easy for them to report issues that need to be resolved.
“I am so proud of where 311 is today and look forward to
where it’s going in the future,” said Frank Carmody, who
oversees 311 Help & Info. “We want to hear from Houston’s
citizens and we are working to create as many avenues as
possible to allow them to communicate with us on their
terms: When they want, how they want, and with whom
they want.”
Prior to 311’s transformation, the 311 Call Center provided
telephone Service Request and information service 18
hours a day, seven days a week. Due to budget-required
layoffs in FY2012, 311 had to stop offering service on the
weekends. As of August 15, 2012, 311 Help & Info launched
24 hour a day, seven day a week service. Additionally, 311
installed a labor model that more closely matches the demands of Houstonians. Furthermore, the service extension
was implemented at an operating cost to the City of
$600,000 less per year than the former 311 Call Center
model.
In addition to expanded call-center hours and the new
Smartphone app, 311’s redesigned website,
www.Houston311.org, enables Houstonians to easily submit a
request for service online. For example, the 311 website

only received 2,144 “hits” in January 2011. In January 2013,
following its redesign, the website received more than
13,485 “hits.” Over the past week, 311 has also launched a
new interactive mapping tool that allows Houstonians to
track the progress of their request and view other requests
in the area.
“The work that went into building these new customer
tools really epitomizes the City’s approach to customer
service,” said Parker. “A cross-functional team comprised of
executives from my office, the Public Works & Engineering,
Information Technology Services, Planning, and ARA departments worked together with a vendor, SeeClickFix, for
months to bring these new services to the public. The result captures how I expect us to serve our citizens: we use
one simple, convenient doorway into the City, an effective
communication and coordination system, and thousands of
workers from many departments are called to action. We
can now provide a way for Houstonians to see our follow
through. We have created the ability for citizens that fund
these services to track where and when the City responded
to their request .”
“It is because of our agents’ dedication to customer satisfaction that 311 continues to become more and more successful every day,” said Carmody. “When a citizen reports a
problem, they can rest assured their issue will be reviewed.
In fact, the City stands firmly by its high-level service
agreement which requires the completion of every service
request within a certain period of time.”
The recent 311 upgrades improve two-way communications
between the City and its citizens, resulting in drastically
higher engagement by Houstonians. However, the City’s 311
Help & Info leaders work constantly to expand and improve
311 functions to better meet Houston’s needs. In addition
to other future plans for 311, including the launch of a callback assist program and SMS texting service requests, the
next versions of the Smartphone app and website map
tracking tool are already being designed.
“Today is really about re-introducing Houstonians to 311
Help & Info,” said Parker. “This new Smartphone app and
newly redesigned website marks the beginning of many upgrades to come. The nature of technology in our society
today is to iterate and improve, and the new 311 will not be
an exception to that.”

http://www.houstontx.gov/311/20130129.html

2013 FMC Membership Drive Now in Progress
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January 2013

Februaryy 2013

409 Sul Ross

402 Sul Ross
OOKS LIKE THE FOLKS IN THE 400 BLOCK OF SUL ROSS

have been working overtime this winter! Congratulations to both of 2013’s first Yards of the Month!
Get your shovels and hoes out and prepare for
Spring! Remember – February is the ideal month to gently
prune (NEVER “TOP”) your crepe myrtles.

Security
Who To Call —
Emergency (threat to life or property)

911

Non-emergency crime (burglary, suspicious activity)
Neighborhood Protection (illegal dumping, etc.)
(website preferred)

713-884-3131
311
http://houston311.org

Would You Give Up
To Get New Streets & Sidewalks?
That’s all a one year membership in FMC costs!
Join Today – We’re
YOU!!
We re all count
counting on YOU
next meeting

7:00 pm February 19
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by Tom McBrayer

October – December 2012
LOCATION

OCTOBER
NOVEMBER DECEMBER

4000
Stanford
500
Sul Ross
300
W Alabama
300
W Alabama
300
W Alabama
200
W Alabama
400
W Alabama
800
W Alabama
600
Colquitt
200
W Alabama
500
W Main
4100
Montrose
900
Sul Ross
4000
Montrose
4200
Montrose
900
Richmond
200
W Alabama
900
Richmond
700
Sul Ross
700
Sul Ross
500
W Main
600
W Alabama
300
W Alabama
900
Richmond
600
W Alabama
4200
Jack
4200
Montrose
600
Richmond
300
W Alabama

CRIME

PREMISES

DATE
TIME
Burglary Garage
10.02
12 noon
Theft
Residence
10.03
6:00 pm
Theft
Convenience
10.05
Store
12 midnight
Theft
Convenience
10.08
Store
5:00 am
Robbery Convenience
10.10
Store
4:00 am
Burglary Residence
10.12
4:00 am
Theft
Apartment
10.12
Parking Lot
10:00 pm
Theft
Residence
10.15
3:00 am
Theft
Driveway
10.18
7:00 pm
Murder
Apartment
10.21
9:00 pm
Burglary Apartment
10.22
7:00 am
Theft
Office Building
10.25
5:00 pm
Theft
Street
10.27
12 noon
Theft
Restaurant
10.27
10:00 am
Theft
Commercial
11.01
Building
3:00 pm
Auto Theft Apartment
11.01
Parking Lot
8:00 pm
Theft
Apartment
11.04
Parking Lot
11:00 pm
Theft
Service Station
11.26
2:00 pm
Burglary Vacant Residence 11.29
9:00 am
Theft
Residence
11.29
11:00 am
Theft
Apartment
11.29
Parking Lot
3:00 pm
Theft
Driveway
11.30
11:00 pm
Robbery Convenience
12.01
Store
5:00 am
Theft
Service Station
12.10
2:00 am
Theft
Apartment Rental 12.10
Office
2:00 pm
Burglary Residence
12.19
6:00 pm
Robbery Street
12.21
7:00 pm
Theft
Restaurant
12.22
Parking Lot
6:00 pm
Auto Theft Apartment
12.29
Parking Lot
3:00 pm

October 21 brought murder in an apartment in the 200 block of W
Alabama. November’s single burglary was of a vacant house at 702
Sul Ross. Later that same day the windows were boarded. Vacant
properties arel tempting — for drug dealers and right now as a place
to get out of the cold. Fires start that way.

The old Reptile House (3800 Garrott) is springing back to life — fresh
exterior paint (charcoal) including an orange chimney. Looks lived in
again, by people not snakes.
Coming soon to a neighborhood near you, yours as a matter of fact.
The Alexan Museum District Apartments,
Apartments
Richmond at Graustark, 274 units next to the post office.
Fairmont Museum District Apartments
Apartments,
ents Phase II,
Richmond at Dunlavy, 250 units
Post Richmond Apartments,
Apartment Richmond at the Spur, 242 units (Hope
they do something about the ugly garage.)
Broadstone 3800,
3800 a 203-unit apartment building is planned for the
corner of Main and Alabama. Good news along with that project
is that $8 million is expected to be spent on street improvements.
Prediction: Because of the above, Brooklyn Athletic Club,
Club 601 Richmond, will do just fine, along with Jackson’s Watering Hole (1205
Richmond). BAC is now open for lunch and dinner, closed on Monday. Hours vary. Full bar and reservations “strongly recommended.”
The old Milam House,
House 4100 Milam, is now on the market. For the past
several years, it’s been owned and occupied by Dr. James Wheeler’s
Center for Women’s Healthcare. Not known is whether the clinic
will remain after the building is sold.
The old Lucia house,
house restored to its original elegance, is on the market
again. Out of state job change for the current owners.
New name for the newly revamped apartments at 301 W Alabama
(formerly Skylane) is The Spur.
Spur Let’s see if the tenants are revamped
too.

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)
Roughneck: A Juried Clayhouston Exhibition –Through March 31
Houston Museum of Natural Science
Gems of The Medici
Through March 31, 2013
Maya 2012: Prophecy Becomes History
Through March 31, 2013
Museum of Fine Arts
Portrait of Spain: Masterpieces from the Prado
Through March 31
Universal Pictures Celebrating 100 years — Highlights on the big
screen throughout February
(Some really good films in the lineup)
The Menil Collection (Free)
Menil 25
The Progress of Love – Through March 17
Contemporary Arts Museum
Perspectives 180 —
Unfinished Country: New Video From China
Through February 17

2013 FMC Membership Drive Now in Progress
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FMC MEETING 7:00pm Sharp!

Feb

19

Feb

21

Mar

6

DEADLINE for MARCH CofA applications!

Mar

MARCH FMC MEETING

Mar

HAHC Meeting – 910 Bagby – 3:00pm

19
21

estafeta®

-=- HSPVA B AND R EHEARSAL H ALL -=HAHC Meeting – 910 Bagby – 3:00pm
CofA’s and Demolition Hearing

JAY S. GINSBURG
INSBURG, P.C.

MONTROSE COUNSELING CENTER

MULLEN CONSULTING, LLC

MELISSA NOBLE – STYLIST

ROBIN’S NEST

TONY’S TREE SERVICE

METEOR INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL

VIEBIG, MCCOMMON & ASSOC.

next meeting

7:00 pm February 19
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