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We Can’t Wait for Feds 
to Fund University Line! 

Resolution: Build line from 

Wheeler Station to Shepard 

now using local funds  
 

CITING THE DEVASTATING EFFECT THAT 

UNCERTAINTY OVER FEDERAL FUNDING TO 

BUILD THE UNIVERSITY LINE 

(“RICHMOND RAIL”) CONTINUES TO HAVE 

ON LOCAL BUSINESSES AND DEVELOPMENT 
throughout Montrose, the Neartown 
Association passed a resolution calling 
on METRO and City Council to work 
together to build out the segment from 
Wheeler Station to Shepard Street 
using local funds without further delay.  

Former CM Sue Lovell pointed to continuing 
“vertical development” throughout Neartown 
and the lack of any coherent mobility plan as a 
recipe for gridlock. The uncertainty concern-
ing which properties will be taken to build the 
rail has severely deterred recruiting or ex-
panding businesses in the area, costing the 
City millions of dollars in potential revenue 
that could be used to repair our crumbling 
infrastructure. In short, things have reached a 
tipping point, and property owners and busi-
nesses cannot afford to wait until METRO 
builds the line using the proposed federal 
funding plan in either 2015 or 2018, or even 

later.                 continued p. 2���� 

FMC BOARD REPRESENTATIVES TO MEET WITH CM COHEN TO 

DISCUSS CONCERNS AT END OF AUGUST 

JULY 24, 2012—FMC BOARD MEMBERS RECEIVED INFORMATION 

INDICATING THAT OUR LONG-FOUGHT-FOR STREET 

RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT HAS BEEN DELAYED ONCE AGAIN—this 
time because the consultant in charge of the plans lost the 
Project Manager assigned to it.  

The final plans for the project were originally scheduled to be completed 
by June 25, 2012, but now are not expected to be finished before Decem-
ber 14, 2012. They are reported to be 60% completed by August 2012, ac-
cording to our sources. This means the projected date to advertise the 
project for construction bids is now June 14, 2013, with a contract award 
date of November 14, 2013, and construction slated to begin in FY 2014 
(July 1, 2013-June 30, 2014). 

Contrary to what we were told at the CIP meeting- our project number 

has not changed, and remains N-000400-0001-3. A group of representatives 

from the FMC Board is scheduled to meet with CM Ellen Cohen 
August 24th to discuss the issue.  � 
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Build it and They Will FUND 
      continued from p.1 

The University Line… 

FMC President Jason Ginsburg told the other Civic 
Club presidents at the meeting tht he could not sup-
port the resolution unless it contained language guar-
anteeing that such a project would not delay or ad-
versely impact our pending CIP, and there was agree-
ment on this point.  

While building the line only as far as Shepard St. would 
not produce the ridership Metro originally projected, it 
is thought that the project would provide clear evi-
dence of the need to extend the line onwards through 
the Galleria and to the Hillcroft Transit Center, just as 
construction of the original Red Line demonstrated 
the need to extend it northwards through Northline. 

Whatever the result of this resolution, the current 
chaos of when, where, and if the University line 
will be built west of Wheeler Station is costing our 
entire area as well as the City jobs, development 
and millions of dollars each year the line remains 
unfinished. And that is certainly not a good thing 
– for anyone! 
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Another Critical Incident  

 
Worker from Mental Health Co-op looks on as 
HPD & HFD EMS Crisis Intervention Team members 
restrain woman at West Alabama & Jack after she 
ran into traffic.  

JULY 30, 2012—A young female client of the 
Mental Health Co-op ran into the street in 
front of traffic on W Alabama around 4 pm. 
A worker from the Co-op attempted to 
persuade her to return to the sidewalk 
while workers in a business across the 
street called 911. The young woman had 
cuts on both forearms. HFD EMS and HPD 
officers arrived quickly and subdued the 
woman, before paramedics loaded her into 
the ambulance and transported her to the 
hospital.  

When asked her address and phone number by officers, 
the woman reportedly gave the phone number of the 
Mental Health Co-op in reply. Fortunately, the rapid 
intervention of citizens and equally rapid response of 
emergency services prevented any injuries more seri-
ous than those already suffered from the cuts on the 
woman’s arms.  

Workers at the business in front of which the incident 
occurred were greatly disturbed by it, and closed early 
as a result. 

This latest incident further illustrates the urgent need 
for the City to pass meaningful regulations of Adult 
Boarding Houses to protect residents as well as the 
public by insuring adequate supervision and crisis re-
sponse training for workers. 

Kudos to CNL Irma Ayala! 
CNL Irma Ayala made several calls to PWE to expedite 
emergency repairs to the two expanding sink holes on 
West Main Street. PWE crews completed repairs to the 
hole in the crosswalk near HSPVA within days of Ayala’s 
calls.  

The hole at West Main and Jack is more complicated – it 
is the result of the complete collapse of the storm drain 
under the roadbed. Nonetheless, this hole was covered 
by a large metal plate. PWE crews have begun excavat-
ing the collapsed line in preparation to replace it before 
they can repair the roadbed above. 

Our thanks to Irma for her efforts on our behalf in 
CM Ellen Cohen’s office! 
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METRO Board Debates Language for 
Referendum on General Mobility Plan 

Prognosis for Rail on Richmond before 2030 – Grim! 

OVEMBER’S BALLOT IS STACKING UP TO 

BE LENGTHY, COMPLICATED, AND CON-

FUSING- with HISD and the City both 
proposing bond issues, the Presiden-
tial election, election of a new US Sen-

ator, and a referendum asking voters 
to decide how they 
want METRO to spend 
25% of the penny sales 
tax it collects. 

METRO currently collects 
a 1% sales tax and 
returns one-quarter of 
that to Harris County 
and 15 cities served by 
METRO; Humble, Katy, 
and Missouri City 
receive one-half the tax 
collected inside their 

cities.  

The METRO Board will ask 
voters to decide whether to change this formula, so 
that Harris County and the 15 cities would receive 
one-quarter of the sales taxes collected within each of 

their own borders (rather than dividing up from the 
total tax collected), while leaving the other 3 cities as 
they are now. 

If voters turn down the proposal in the 
referendum, METRO will keep all of the 1% 
sales tax it collects for its own uses.  

Without some change to the 
present formula, METRO 
will not be able to expand 
transit services, and may 
even have to reduce the 
existing level of service. 
This means that 
construction of the 
University Line along 
Richmond Avenue would 
not be feasible before 
2030.  

The projected growth of 
Houston’s population to 
nearly 10 million by 2035 

means that we have no time to waste to 
develop, build, and operate an effective mass 
transit system, since we don’t even have adequate 
sidewalks for everyone to walk, let alone streets on 
which to put all those cars!  

A poll of FMC members at the July meeting showed 
overwhelming support for METRO to keep ALL of the 
taxes for use in expanding the originally approved 
light rail lines. (i.e.-to defeat the referendum) 

 

Would You Give Up  

To Get New Streets & Sidewalks?see p. 5� 

N
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Why Join FMC Now? 
Capital Projects Delayed · Streets Collapsing · HSPVA Moving 

Need More Reasons? We’ve Got ‘em! 

You might have thought that once we established 

the FMC Historic District, and pushed the CIP & 

Sewer Projects there would be little more need to 

join the First Montrose Commons 

Neighborhood Association.  

You’d be dead wrong! 

Our Historic District is under threat from a 

lawsuit filed against the City; our Street & 

Sidewalk Project has been delayed-AGAIN; 

HSPVA is slated to be moved downtown; 

and Council will not even discuss the 

Mental Health Co-op issue for 6 

months. 

We have emphasized the need for 
every property owner and resident 
in our neighborhood to take an 
active role in protecting and 
preserving its unique character. 
We advertise for membership in 
every newsletter; we provide forms 
and a collection box at every 
meeting; we even maintain the 
lowest annual dues of any active 
civic club to make joining as easy 
as possible. Yet, the majority of 
residents and property owners choose 
not to contribute while enjoying the 
benefits of the hard work of our 
volunteer organization.  

How many of those of you who have not paid the 
$10 annual dues would prefer to drive into huge sink holes 
that can swallow your car’s front end during a rain shower –
or to twist your ankle walking down our crumbling 
sidewalks – or to have a new ten or twenty story First 
Montrose Hi-rise where HSPVA once stood? Would you 
really like to see our neighborhood transformed into a 
large, congested, gridlocked zone like the Rice Village 
shopping area? 

Without your support, all of these are very possible. After 
all, look at the folks in the Stop Ashby High Rise 
organization. They mounted a well-organized, well-funded, 
highly supported and sustained effort over years to oppose 
grossly inappropriate development in their neighborhood. 
Still, they lost to a single determined developer. 

 

First Montrose Commons, on the 
other hand, has enjoyed a number 
of successes in the past few years, 
despite our enviably low budget, 
because we have had a cadre of 
very dedicated volunteers willing 
to meet personally with Coun-
cilmembers and City officials on a 
regular basis.  

But the number of meetings re-
quired to promote and protect our 

interests continues to increase, and 
each of these meetings requires care-

ful preparation to be effective. This is 
where your support comes in: copying 

background materials and printing infor-
mation to guide the City is not free. Further, it is 

not reasonable to expect our volunteers to shoulder the 
burden themselves. Your $10 helps defray their costs. Your 

active membership serves as a clear message to the City 

that our neighborhood’s residents DO care about what goes 

on here, and DO support improvements to its critical infra-

structure.  

With hundreds of neighborhoods needing major infrastruc-
ture improvements, the City looks to see which are most 
committed to advocating for such improvements. 

The Squeaky Wheel Gets The Grease! 

Help Us Squeak LOUDLY 

Send in your $10 membership TODAY! 

Form available on Page 8� 
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there’s just too much going on! 

S t e v e  L o n g m i r e  t o  R e p r e s e n t  F M C  

CohenCohenCohenCohen ’’’’ s  Ambassadors Program Kickof fs  Ambassadors Program Kickof fs  Ambassadors Program Kickof fs  Ambassadors Program Kickof f     
CM Ellen Cohen begins her Cohen’s Ambassador Program at 
the end of August, as her method to keep in touch with all 
the Civic Clubs in District C. An “ambassador” was selected 
from each Civic Club to bring their concerns to the atten-
tion of the Councilmember, as well as to communicate im-
portant news back from the District to its constituents. 
Steve Longmire was selected as the representative for FMC, 
and will report on the new program in September. 

July 2012 

3815381538153815    GarrottGarrottGarrottGarrott                                    
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b y  T o m  M c B r a y e r  

J u n e  2 0 1 2   
Location Crime Premises Date 

Time 

4100 
Montrose 

Burglary Restaurant 05.31  
10:00 pm 

4200 
Stanford 

Burglary Garage 06.08  
11:00 am 

3900 
Brandt 

Burglary Garage 06.21  
12 noon 

500 
W Main 

Burglary Garage 06.21  
7:00 pm 

500 
Richmond 

Burglary Construction 
Site 

06.23  
3:00 pm 

3900 
Brandt 

Burglary Residence 06.22  
midnight 

500 
W Alabama 

Theft Restaurant 
Parking Lot 

06.05  
7:00 pm 

400 
Branard 

Theft Freeway 06.10  
2:00 am 

3900 
Montrose 

Theft Residence 06.20  
8:00 pm 

200 
W Alabama 

Theft Apartment 
Parking Lot 

06.23  
6:00 pm 

200 
W Alabama 

Theft Apartment 06.24  
9:00 pm 

There were only two types of crime in FMC for the month of June 

— burglary and theft. So what’s the difference? Something is 

stolen in either case, but with a burglary, the criminal has to 

enter the premises, go through a door, a window or a gate. That 

was the situation at the construction site at 500 Richmond. It’s 

completely enclosed by a fence with locked gates.  

Sometimes these crime reports are a little confusing. Neighbors 

on Colquitt reported seeing flashlights in the trailer during the 

night at the 500 Richmond construction site, somewhere around 

3 am, not 3 pm. The next morning workers reported that 

electronic equipment was taken from the trailer. Is this the same 

act of burglary or another incident? We’ve noticed discrepancies 
before. From a previous month, an example would be a 

“nightclub parking lot in the 800 block of W Main.” We’re not 

aware of a nightclub there.  

Secur i ty  
   Who To Ca l l  —  
Emergency (threat to life or property) 911 
Non-emergency crime (burglary, suspicious activity) 713-884-3131 
Neighborhood Protection (illegal dumping, etc.) 311 
 (website preferred)   http://houston311.org 

 
 The old house at 4318 Kyle4318 Kyle4318 Kyle4318 Kyle — right behind Chase Bank — has been a 

lot of things starting with a home way back when. More recently: a 
lawyer’s office, a gift/flower shop and now a yoga studio. Check ’em 
out at bayoublissyoga.combayoublissyoga.combayoublissyoga.combayoublissyoga.com 

 That $410 Million city bond issue$410 Million city bond issue$410 Million city bond issue$410 Million city bond issue to be on the ballot in November in-
cludes $18 Million for libraries. A renovation for FreedFreedFreedFreed----Montrose branchMontrose branchMontrose branchMontrose branch 
is included.  

 Grand Prize BarGrand Prize BarGrand Prize BarGrand Prize Bar, the old Ernie’s on Banks, is offering something new 
and different. For six nights a week, sorry no Sundays, a food truck 
chef will preside in the kitchen. A great idea, right? But the fun part 
is that you don’t know in advance who your chef will be.  

 That missing sixth column on the porch of the Lucia mansionLucia mansionLucia mansionLucia mansion is back, 
all part of the progress being made in the complete restoration of this 
area landmark. And it looks like the porte cochère will have new life 
as well.  

 The sign at Eatsie BoysEatsie BoysEatsie BoysEatsie Boys coming location in the old Krafstmen Bakery 
location still says “Opening Summer 2012,” but you’ve got to wonder. 
There doesn’t seem to be much going on.  

 

 

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)    
���� Interstitial Spaces: Julia Barello & Beverly Penn 

Through September 1  

���� Texas Masters Series: Piero Fenci—Battlement 
Through September 1  

Houston Museum of Natural ScienceHouston Museum of Natural ScienceHouston Museum of Natural ScienceHouston Museum of Natural Science    
���� Titanic: The Artifact Exhibition ������ LAST LAST LAST LAST     CHANCE!CHANCE!CHANCE!CHANCE!    ��������������������             

ClosesClosesClosesCloses    Sept. 3Sept. 3Sept. 3Sept. 3 – Adults $27/Members $12  

���� New Hall of Paleontology: “It’s a whole new HMNS,  
30,000 square feet of pure paleontological wonder…” 
Opened June 21 

Museum of Fine ArtsMuseum of Fine ArtsMuseum of Fine ArtsMuseum of Fine Arts    
���� Duncan Phyfe: Master Cabinetmaker in New York  

Through September 9  

���� American Made: 250 Years of American Art at MFAH 
Through September 16  

���� Rembrandt, Van Dyck, Gainsborough: The Treasures of 
Kenwood House, London Closing late in 2012 

The Menil Collection The Menil Collection The Menil Collection The Menil Collection (Free)(Free)(Free)(Free)                                                Menil25    
���� Silence 

Through October 21 

���� Dear John & Dominique: Letters and Drawings from the Menil 
Collection Through January 6 

Contemporary Arts MuseumContemporary Arts MuseumContemporary Arts MuseumContemporary Arts Museum    
���� Perspectives 179 — Alvin Baltrop: Dreams Into Glass 

Through October 21  
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    It’s Hurricane Season! Are you prepared? 
 

 -=- VERIFY YOUR FLOOD INSURANCE COVERAGE -=- 

AUGAUGAUGAUG21212121    
August FMC meeting Montrose Counseling Center - 
7:00pm     ROOM 106  

SEPSEPSEPSEP3333    LABOR DAY HOLIDAY – NO TRASH PICKUP- (Trash pickup on TUESDAY) 
SEPSEPSEPSEP5555    DEADLINE for CoA Applications for SEPTEMBER 

SEPSEPSEPSEP18181818    September FMC meeting The High School for the Performing and Visual Arts 

    
G a r r o t t  S t r e e t  4 2 0 0  b l o c k  –   
DA I LY  C L O S U R E S  d u r i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n   
T h r o u g h  F a l l  2 0 1 3  
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JJJJAY AY AY AY S.S.S.S.     GGGGINSBURGINSBURGINSBURGINSBURG,,,,    P.C.P.C.P.C.P.C.    

MMMMONTROSE ONTROSE ONTROSE ONTROSE CCCCOUNSELING OUNSELING OUNSELING OUNSELING CCCCENTERENTERENTERENTER    

 

MMMMULLEN ULLEN ULLEN ULLEN CCCCONSULTINGONSULTINGONSULTINGONSULTING,,,,    LLCLLCLLCLLC    

MMMMELISSA ELISSA ELISSA ELISSA NNNNOBLE OBLE OBLE OBLE ––––    SSSSTYLISTTYLISTTYLISTTYLIST    

RRRROBINOBINOBINOBIN’’’’S S S S NNNNESTESTESTEST    

TTTTONYONYONYONY’’’’S S S S TTTTREE REE REE REE SSSSERVICEERVICEERVICEERVICE    

MMMMETEOR ETEOR ETEOR ETEOR IIIINTERNATIONAL NTERNATIONAL NTERNATIONAL NTERNATIONAL TTTTRAVELRAVELRAVELRAVEL    
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