
 

7 :00pm Ap r i l  17  –  HSPVA  

ROAD CLOSEDROAD CLOSEDROAD CLOSEDROAD CLOSED    
AAAAPRILPRILPRILPRIL    11 11 11 11 ————    25252525    
D AY L I G H T  H O U R SD AY L I G H T  H O U R SD AY L I G H T  H O U R SD AY L I G H T  H O U R S  

 

Jack Street will be closed for 

utility construction between 

Colquitt and Richmond 

Avenue during daylight 

construction hours from  

April 11 – 25  

(weather cooperating).  

The street will be open for night 

traffic, over metal street plates. 

Please note that the 4200 block of 
Garrott Street will also be closed 
during construction hours to permit 
heavy equipment access to the site. 
Residents should drive down West 
Main to Milam to access US 59 South 
or Richmond Avenue.  

 

March FMC Meeting Highlights 

CONSTRUCTION 
UPDATES  

ELENA FINLEY, PROJECT MANAGER POST PROPERTIES, 
was the featured speaker at the March FMC meeting. 
She began with a slide show reviewing the 500 Rich-
mond project’s background and presented a number 

of architectural renderings of the current plans. She explained 
that Post has worked closely with the City Public Works De-
partment to minimize traffic disruptions during the project, 
but that the sidewalks along Richmond, Jack, Colquitt, and 
Garrott had to be closed for safety reasons during the con-
struction.  

Access to the site by heavy construction vehicles is to be via Milam Street 
(Spur 527 feeder), with staging parking on Colquitt at Milam. TxDOT will 
not permit construction vehicles to park or block the feeder. This means 
that the 4200 block of Garrott will be closed to traffic from roughly 9 am 
to sunset each day of construction. Heavy vehicles will enter and exit via 
a temporary driveway in this block. 

Ms. Finley stated that Post is aware of how limited parking is in our 
neighborhood, and said that their contractors have been encouraged to 
carpool as much as is practical, but since most of them must bring their 
own tools to the jobsite, some street parking will be necessary. Post will 
work to complete the parking garage early in the project, and they expect 
that workers can begin to use that facility as early as October 2012. 

Jack Street will begin daily closures from 9 am – 4 pm from April 11 - 25 to 
allow utilities to be brought into the property underground. Metal street 
plates will cover the excavations at night until the utility construction is 
complete. Provided the weather cooperates, this is expected to require 
about two weeks. Residents of 600 Richmond, and the apartments in the 
4200 block of Jack are encouraged to make appropriate alternate ar-
rangements for parking and access during this period.     More inside p. 3 � 

First of Three Area CIPs Begins Construction                   
 inside on p.2 � 
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W a t e r  M a i n  W a t e r  M a i n  W a t e r  M a i n  W a t e r  M a i n  
R e p l a c e m e n t  P r o j e c t  R e p l a c e m e n t  P r o j e c t  R e p l a c e m e n t  P r o j e c t  R e p l a c e m e n t  P r o j e c t  
B e g i n s  a t  U n i v e r s i t y  B e g i n s  a t  U n i v e r s i t y  B e g i n s  a t  U n i v e r s i t y  B e g i n s  a t  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  S t .  T h o m a so f  S t .  T h o m a so f  S t .  T h o m a so f  S t .  T h o m a s     
Expect Delays/Detours Along W Alabama Through August 

The first of the three major Capital Improvement Projects 
presented during February’s FMC meeting has begun. 
Contractors have taken over the parking lot across from 
Bocados restaurant on West Alabama as the construction 
office and staging area.  

The project to replace the aging and leaking water mains 
surrounding UST is expected to be completed by August 
2012. 

Expect detours and delays from Montrose Blvd to Mandell 
Street as crews excavate and replace lines under the notori-
ous 3-lanes of West Alabama.  

The good news? We won’t have to worry about giant geysers 
along this route, and this is a prerequisite to the larger pro-
ject to resurface West Alabama from Spur 527 to Weslayan 
Street.    
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March FMC Meeting Highlights                …continued from p. 1 

242 New Apartments by December ‘13 
Landscaping to Feature Native Texas Plants, Preserve Existing Oaks  

MS. FINLEY ALSO REPORTED THAT POST REMOVED THE INVA-

SIVE SPECIES OF PLANTS AND TREES FROM THE LOT PRIOR TO 

CONSTRUCTION, AND WILL REPLACE THEM USING NATIVE SPE-

CIES. Special care has been taken to protect and preserve 
the four existing oaks along Colquitt—low hanging or dam-
aged branches were pruned back before equipment was 
brought to the site. Sixteen Cedar Elms will be planted 
around the perimeter of the property when construction is 
completed. 

The development will include 242 luxury apartments, rang-
ing in size from 633 to 1,284 square feet. Sixty percent will 
be one-bedroom and forty percent two-bedroom, expected 
to rent for approximately $1.70/ sq. ft. As previously report-
ed, the garage will be fully enclosed within the perimeter of 
the development, and access restricted by secure key card. 

Ms. Finley assured FMC residents that Post Properties owns 
and manages its projects, and prospective residents must 
pass a complete criminal background check in addition to 
creditworthiness checks.  

She pledged that Post wants to be a part of our neighbor-
hood and to work closely with us to preserve and improve 
our area. 

Other Business 
Mental Health Co-Op 

Jason announced he will soon have a meeting with Officer 
Doug Anders of HPD in their efforts to regulate mental 
health facilities for the city, which would include the Mental 
Health Co-Op located in our neighborhood. San Antonio 
and El Paso have regulation ordinances, which seem to be 
holding up, and these will be looked to for guidance. Officer 
Anders and his committee hope to have something by May 
to present to City Council. We will have to decide whether to 
support the ordinance as presented by the committee and, 
when it does go to council, we should be prepared to stress 
its importance to our community.  

Further discussion on the Mental Health Co-Op centered on 
clients now who are “very aggressive, crude, threatening, 
who jump fences.” Residents feel the Co-Op is not the prop-
er facility to treat and house these clients, since they re-
quire much more intensive therapy and monitoring. Also, 
the Co-Op has begun to house clients at 815 Sul Ross—
further expanding its unregulated footprint in our neigh-
borhood. Jason asked for a volunteer, a neighbor to serve as 

the central contact for the area, someone we could call to 
report incidents. Wes Conger volunteered for this and will be 
our intermediary with HPD. Jason also thinks that we 
should hire security patrol; the problem in the past was fi-
nancing the patrol.  

Capital Improvement Projects 

Steve Longmire said that information by PW&E through 
Councilmember Cohen’s office regarding our street 
reconstruction project does not match the latest 
information from Daniel Menendez, Deputy Director of 
PW&E’s Engineering and Construction Division. Mr. 
Menendez has stated that we will be funded sooner as part 
of an area-wide storm drainage improvement project rather 
than as part of major street reconstruction and would 
happen sooner than originally planned. This needs to be 
clarified with CM Cohen’s office, as funding for the project is 
from a different source. It was also noted that CM Cohen 
has only four staff members and it is difficult for one of them 
to be present at every neighborhood meeting. There are 64 
civic associations in her district. She hopes to hold a 
meeting at city hall once a month with representatives from 
all associations and we will need to appoint a representative 
to make known our needs.  

PIP 

Tom McBrayer spoke about the PIP (Positive Interaction 
Program) of HPD. We are in HPD District 1 and meet with 
residents of District 2, The Heights. FMC residents were 
encouraged to attend meetings held every other month. To 
be notified of meetings, contact Officer Wayne Pate of our 
Storefront. Wpate43@yahoo.com. Meet your police officers 
and learn what other neighborhoods are concerned about.  

Membership Dues 

We are reminded to renew and pay the 2012 Dues ($10.00 per 
person) so that First Montrose Commons can continue its 
mission to preserve and improve the residential character of 
our unique neighborhood. 

Our thanks to Mary Anne McBrayer 

 for serving as recorder during the meeting. 

NOTE- This article reports the highlights of the March 2012 FMC meeting. 

It is not the official minutes of that meeting. Persons who wish to view a 

copy of the minutes may contact the Secretary via the website at 

firstmontrosecommons.com.  
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HCAD 

Valuation Appeals Start in April 
Advice from Laura Mullen about your Property Valuation 

ACCORDING TO HCAD, MOST VALUES EITHER STAYED 

THE SAME FOR 2012 OR FELL SLIGHTLY. You may have 
already received a notice from HCAD, but remember, if 
they didn’t raise the market value, they don’t have to 
send you a notice, so make sure and check on 

www.hcad.org to confirm your 2012 value.  

The deadline to file your real 
property appeal for this year is 

Thursday, May 31st. 
If you want an agent to file a protest on your behalf, 
contact them as soon as possible. HCAD has begun 
scheduling agent-coded accounts for informal hearing 
as early as April 22nd. 

Even though values have mostly remained the same, I 
feel we should still protest to look at the evidence. If 
there’s no basis for a protest, we can withdraw it with-
out any penalty or fee. 

Hopefully, you’ve been talking to contractors and get-
ting bids on any outstanding repairs for your home. As 
long as the estimate is dated near the assessment date, 
HCAD does not care if you’ve already made the repairs 
or not. Additionally, I hope that you’ve taken pictures 
of any issues. One thing to note, HCAD has gotten very 
picky about estimates – they need to be signed by a 
representative of the bidding company. 

If you have any questions regarding any step in the ap-
peal process, please do not hesitate to give me a call. 

Laura Mullen is a long time Corporate Member 

of First Montrose Commons, renewing her 

membership and support for our neighborhood 

associate each year. She has helps many FMC 

property owners to successfully protest 

inaccurate property valuations at very 

competitive fees. Give her a call today to find 

out what she can do to help you! 
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Downtown Houston - 1911

WAS A BIG YEAR. HOUSTON PASSED 

GALVESTON AS THE LARGEST CITY IN 

TEXAS, AS WORK TO COMPLETE THE 

NEW PORT OF HOUSTON RUSHED FORWARD. John Wiley 
Link was putting the finishing touches on the signa-
ture mansion of his new Montrose Addition, after 
Montrose Boulevard and West Alabama Street were 
paved in 1911.  

Construction of the new Montrose Line by the Hou-
ston Electric Company was proceeding rapidly to pro-
vide the new residents of Montrose with easy, fast 
transportation from this suburb to the downtown 
business district. At the same time, HEC was extend-
ing the South End Line to provide service to the new 
“Ivey League School of the South” – the Rice Institute 
(now Rice University) which opened in the fall. 

More immigrants than ever sought to rebuild their 
lives and fortunes in the rapidly growing Land of Op-
portunity. Trans-Atlantic steamships carried tens of 
thousands of hopeful families to the Ports of New 
York and Galveston (second only to New York as a 
port-of-entry then). Steamship lines each sought to 
reap historic profits from this new wave of immigra-
tion, and built ever lager and faster liners to carry 
America’s new residents. 

April 2012 saw the launch of the age’s technological 
wonder—larger, faster, more luxurious than any ship 
before, the RMS Titanic set sail for New York and her 
tragic rendezvous with an iceberg in the North Atlan-
tic only 3 days into her maiden voyage. One hundred 
years later we remain somehow obsessed with the op-
ulence and folly of this “unsinkable” marvel.  

The Houston Museum of Natural Science has just 
opened a special exhibition of artifacts from the 
wreck of the Titanic, which runs through Septem-
ber 3. This is a rare opportunity to walk less than a 
mile and be transported 100 years into another age – 
just down the street from First Montrose Commons. 

Our historic neighborhood was just beginning its con-
struction boom in 1912—fueled by the entrepreneurial 

spirit of Houston’s business leaders. A new wave of 
folks, exhausted from years of recovery efforts from 
the Great Hurricane in Galveston, began to seek their 
fortunes in a quieter, safer neighborhood – then just 
outside the city limits of Texas’ newest largest city. 

If this story fascinates you, and you’d like to help us 
preserve the record of our rich history, please contact 
Steve Longmire or Chris Oakley via the website. We 
are currently working on a book about our unique 
neighborhood, and would welcome help from those 
interested in a but of detective work at the libraries, 
or writers and editors who can help us assemble 
things. We hope to have a draft ready in about a year . 

In the meantime, don’t miss out on the unique oppor-
tunities to view relics from the period when our 
neighborhood was still out in “the ‘burbs” … 

 

1912
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Dude Looked Like A Lady… 
A MAN DRESSED IN A FLORAL PRINT HOSPITAL GOWN AND 

BLOND WIG robbed the Montrose IBC Bank around 2:15 pm, 

Wednesday, March 28. He limped away using a cane and left 
in a white Chrysler van. 

all Melissa Noble — 

  
a long time resident of First 
Montrose Commons, whose 
shop is located in the heart 
of our neighborhood. Take a 
short walk and enjoy your 
experience in her beautiful 
salon, located in a charming 
garden bungalow on the 
corner of Colquitt & Greeley.  
Show your appreciation for 
Melissa’s support of our 
neighborhood – call to book 
your appointment today! 

C

April 2012 

4108410841084108    GreeleyGreeleyGreeleyGreeley        
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b y  T o m  M c B r a y e r  

F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 2   
Location Crime Premises Date 

Time 

600 
Richmond 

Theft Parking lot 01.25  
6:00 pm 

4000 
Stanford 

Theft High school 01.02  
8:00 am 

3900 
Stanford 

Theft Parking lot 02.24  
7:00 pm 

400 
W Alabama 

Burglary Apartment 02.04  
3:00 pm 

400 
W Alabama 

Theft Apartment 02.22  
Midnight 

400 
W Alabama 

Theft Apartment 02.26  
Midnight 

700 
Richmond 

Theft Restaurant 02.10  
8:00 pm 

3800 
Montrose 

Theft Street 02.21  
6:00 pm 

 

By far, the majority of crimes reported in February were 

thefts. And note two things: they were all in dark hours and 

two actually occurred in January. Officer Wayne Pate at the 

Montrose storefront explained that probably what 

happened was the crimes were not reported until 

February. Also worth noting – the two incidents on 

Stanford were on HSPVA property, and the three in the 400 

block of W Alabama were most likely at the apartments on 

the north side of that block, which are pretty dark at night. 

Now that we’re into Daylight Saving Time, the evenings are 

longer. We’ll see how that affects the crime rate.  

  

there’s just too much going on! 

Secur i ty  
   Who To Ca l l  —  
Emergency (threat to life or property) 911 
Non-emergency crime (burglary, suspicious activity) 713-884-3131 
Neighborhood Protection (illegal dumping, etc.) 311 
 (website preferred)   http://houston311.org 

 
 As listed on Swamplot, the full block bounded by Montrose, 

Westheimer, Lovett and Yoakum, is going up for sale. Speculated 
price $10 Million. That’s the block with Spec’s, Half Price Books and 
Jack-in-the Box. The long building facing Westheimer is a 1937 
vintage Art Deco designed by Joseph Finger. The Art Deco is not 
readily seen as it’s gone through “modernization” over the years.  

 Kraftsman CaféKraftsman CaféKraftsman CaféKraftsman Café is leaving its Campanile location after 10 not-so-
successful years to be replaced by Eatsie BoysEatsie BoysEatsie BoysEatsie Boys. You’ve probably seen 
their traveling trucks in the neighborhood, but this will be their first 
permanent location. In addition to the sandwiches/ice cream menu, 
coffee and pastries will be added.  

 The Asia SocietyAsia SocietyAsia SocietyAsia Society new building at Southmore and Caroline will open to 
the public April 14/15, 11 am-6 pm. Entry is free. The only other Asia 
Society museum is in Hong Kong.  

 The new establishment on the corner of Richmond and Roseland 
(formerly Sedition Books) now has a name — Montrose Smoke ShopMontrose Smoke ShopMontrose Smoke ShopMontrose Smoke Shop. 
There are also references to “420” and “high class glass.” For more in-
formation, we suggest you Google up “420.” No opening date yet, but 
April 20 is “420 Day.”  

 

 

HSPVAHSPVAHSPVAHSPVA            Live Live Live Live Entertainment Entertainment Entertainment Entertainment     in the heart of FMC!in the heart of FMC!in the heart of FMC!in the heart of FMC!        ��������������������    
���� Senior Dance Recital — May 3, 4:30 pm 

���� Spring Piano Recital — May 4, 7:00 pm 

Houston Center for Houston Center for Houston Center for Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)Contemporary Craft (Free)Contemporary Craft (Free)Contemporary Craft (Free)    
���� Bridge 11: Lia Cook Through May 13 (in the Large Gallery)   

���� Transference: Andy Paiko & Ethan Rose Through May 13 (in the 
Small Gallery)   

Houston Museum of Natural ScienceHouston Museum of Natural ScienceHouston Museum of Natural ScienceHouston Museum of Natural Science    
���� Discovering the Civil War — Through April 29 

���� Gemstone Carvings: The Masterworks of Harold Van Pelt  
Through Spring 2012 

���� Titanic: The Artifact Exhibition 
Through Sept. 3 – Adults $27/Members $12  

Museum of Fine ArtsMuseum of Fine ArtsMuseum of Fine ArtsMuseum of Fine Arts    
���� TTTTutankhamun: The Golden King and the Great Pharaohs utankhamun: The Golden King and the Great Pharaohs utankhamun: The Golden King and the Great Pharaohs utankhamun: The Golden King and the Great Pharaohs ----    

Through April 15Through April 15Through April 15Through April 15    
Your Last Chance Your Last Chance Your Last Chance Your Last Chance to see the fabled Pharaoh outside his homeland! to see the fabled Pharaoh outside his homeland! to see the fabled Pharaoh outside his homeland! to see the fabled Pharaoh outside his homeland! 
Don’t miss this opportunity.Don’t miss this opportunity.Don’t miss this opportunity.Don’t miss this opportunity.    

The Menil Collection The Menil Collection The Menil Collection The Menil Collection (Free)(Free)(Free)(Free)    
���� Imprinting the Divine: Byzantine & Russian Icons from The 

Menil Collection — Through March 18  

Contemporary Arts MuseumContemporary Arts MuseumContemporary Arts MuseumContemporary Arts Museum    
���� The Deconstructive Impulse: Women Artists Reconfigure the 

Signs of Power, 1973-1991 — Through April 15 
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AAAAPPPPRRRRILILILIL    Check your HCAD Valuation Online!  
APRAPRAPRAPR17171717    April FMC meeting HSPVA 7:00pm 

MAY2 DEADLINE for CoA Applications for MAY - 
http://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/coa_applications.html  

MAYMAYMAYMAY15151515    May FMC meeting HSPVA 7:00pm 
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