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Spring Brings Growth — Renewal to FMC
Residents continue repairs after Ike; Landmark properties being renovated & restored rather than
demolished & replaced; Developer seeks to preserve streetscape; Harris County Improvement
District 6 begins neighborhood security patrols & graffiti abatement; and much, much more…
BY STEVE L ONGMIRE, EDITOR – THE RETURN OF SPRING TO
FIRST MONTROSE COMMONS brought intense &

cleansing rainfall as well as a renewed spirit of
growth! FMC residents whose homes were
damaged by Hurricane Ike have begun to repair
them and the sounds of roofers’ nail guns and
hammers often competed with the songs of a
bumper crop of birds in the neighborhood.
Ida & Barney McCoy have begun repairs on their
home after the disastrous December fire, and
Chris Oakley recently started a major rehabilitation of his historic property at 4009 Greeley—or
should it be “Greely”? It’s the big grey four-plex
whose name betrays the City’s chronic misspelling of the street name. Not to be outdone, the
apartments located at 815 West Alabama have
just finished a major renovation after also
suffering extensive fire damage. The restoration
is an outstanding example of neighborhoodsensitive development and preservation!

Kudos to all three for their
commitment to preserving FMC’s
rich architectural history!

Sadly, however, the home located at 903 West
Main cannot be saved. Recently purchased by
Duncan Development of Lufkin, Texas, the
building needs too many repairs. The developer
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 …

FMC Efforts Praised
APRIL 23– COUNCIL MEMBER PETER BROWN SENT HIS
CONGRATULATIONS VIA EMAIL TO FMC RESIDENTS
FOR THEIR EFFORTS TO ASSURE THAT CIP 400 NSR
467 MOVES FORWARD:

Chris Oakley’s extensive preservation efforts at
4009 Greeley may make him the first to qualify for
property tax relief when the FMC Historic District passes.

H ow Ab ou t A Do zen?
APRIL 22 – THAT’S THE NUMBER OF SIGNATURES WE NEED TO PUT US OVER THE TOP ON OUR HISTORIC
DISTRICT PETITION DRIVE. Signatures have continued to trickle in as a result of recent mailings to nonresident FMC property owners, but a significant number of resident owners who enjoy the benefits of
homestead exemptions on their properties have not yet signed. FMC Board members and volunteers
will continue to walk the neighborhood soliciting support from these owners, who have the most to
gain from living within a designated Historic District.
If you have not yet signed, why not check out www.firstmontrosecommons.com today and download a
petition. Your support could make all the difference!

Officer Wayne Pate discusses N E I GH B O RH O OD S E C UR I T Y
Don’t Miss the May FMC Meeting

I wanted to congratulate all the residents

of First Montrose Commons for a job well
done! The tremendous support received
from the community for project N-000400,
did wonders to assure the project would not
be delayed. Thank you all for the emails,
phone calls, and letters in favor of this
project, they certainly helped! Your district
Council Member, Wanda Adams, did a
stellar job in presenting your case to the
Mayor and Public Works as well.
Peter
Peter Brown, FAIA, AICP
Council Member, AtAt-Large Posi
Position 1
City of Houston
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Highlights of April’s FMC Meeting
THIS ARTICLE IS A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE APRIL 2009 FMC M EETING. IT DOES NOT CONSTITUTE THE OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THAT MEETING.
PERSONS WHO WISH TO OBTAIN A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL MINUTES SHOULD CONTACT THE ASSOCIATION ’ S SECRETARY AT www.firstmontrosecommons.com/OFFICERS
BY MARYANNE M CB RAYER, FMC S ECRETARY —A PRIL 21, 2009– President Jason Ginsburg

opened the meeting at 7:03 pm. The meeting was held in the Band
Rehearsal Hall of HSPVA, and attendance was heavy. Two major issues
were discussed:

1) HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGNATION: Twelve (12) more signatures are needed in
order to make application to the City. The FMC Board has canvassed the
neighborhood knocking on doors; Certified Mail has been delivered to
those not yet signed up. Jason has compiled a list of these people in the
neighborhood who have never responded and asked members to look at
the list and personally contact anyone known to them or to contact him
and he will make an appeal. We may need to visit homes again at various
times during the day to try to catch people at home. Members reviewed the
list and agreed to contact those whom they know personally.

2) VARIANCE REQUEST FOR 903 AND 909 WEST MAIN: Steve Longmire has spoken
with the developer of these two properties. The developer sought to restore
903 but found it was not economically feasible. He plans to build 8 townhomes on the two properties. He has requested the variance in order for
the homes to have entrance and egress from the alleyway between 909
West Main and the Montrose Place Townhomes. The City will require that
the alley by widened by five (5) feet to allow for two-way traffic. He plans a
10-foot set back and does not plan additional curb cuts on Roseland or
West Main. He wants to maintain the trees on Roseland and replicate that
on West Main, and wants the architecture to be in keeping with the neighborhood. He agreed to meet with the FMC Board prior to the Variance
Hearing and wants the neighborhood’s support. He attempted to notify us
through Neartown but that word never got to us. The lack of adequate
parking is still a concern, as no space has been designated for guest parking
and parking is always scarce on West Main and Roseland. He is also aware
of our CIP plans and light rail construction on Richmond, and anticipates
six (6) months before startup.
Several people expressed approval of not cutting down the trees and the
need to protect trees in the city’s right-of-way. There is an ordinance
against cutting these trees and a fine of $1500, but this is often not a factor
to a developer since the cost is relatively minimal considering the scope of
their projects. This developer seems to care. News of the Board’s meeting
with the developer, as well as information about the Variance Hearing will
be posted on www.firstmontrosecommons.com.

with Metro. They can help with projects such as having the Midtown
Civility Ordinance extended to our area. As vagrants are told to leave
Midtown, they migrate to FMC and surrounding areas and contribute to
petty crime in the neighborhoods. We were encouraged to call 311 when we
notice trespassers or loiterers; they can be fined and/or charged.
Some members noted that the HCID #6 tax appeared on their tax
assessment. Check yours; if you have been charged and are not
commercial, you can contact their office to have it removed.
www.montrosedistrict.org.
Jason reminded everyone to pay 2009 dues if they have not. If you have
not you can mail your $10/person to
Christian Bruns; 800 Sul Ross; Houston, TX 77006.
The meeting adjourned at 7:59 pm.

FMC Board Meeting Highlights
April 29 – THE FMC BOARD HELD ITS QUARTERLY MEETING at the Black
Labrador Restaurant. William Tamminga, the developer of the properties
at 903 & 909 West Main, presented his plans for the property and
answered Board members questions concerning the request for a Variance.
Andy Payne, President of the Montrose Place Town Homes homeowners
association was also present. Mr. Tamminga plans to build 8 townhomes
on these two lots, and to provide access to them via an enlarged existing
alley. During extensive discussion with the Board, he commented to work
together with FMC to assure the development would be an asset to the
neighborhood. He agreed to monitor the “Going UP!” forum at
www.firstmontrosecommons.com, and to respond to resident’s questions
there. The Board voted unanimously to support the Variance Request. [The
Variance Hearing has been deferred until Thursday, May 14th at 2:30 pm
in the City Hall Annex Building.] FMC residents who wish to attend should
check the FMC website for the latest updates on this hearing.

The Board reviewed our progress towards becoming a designated Historic
District, and authorized Steve Longmire to mail Petition Packs to all
residents of the proposed district who have not yet responded. Board memJOSH HAWES WAS OUR MAIN SPEAKER FOR THE EVENING. Mr. Hawes is Director bers and volunteers will again canvas the neighborhood in mid-May to
solicit support for the Historic District from those who have not responded.
of Community Services for the East Montrose District of Harris County
Improvement District #6. The District was created by the Texas Legislature With so few additional signatures required, the importance of a concerted
effort to complete the petition drive was emphasized. The Greater Houston
in 2005 and is bounded by W. Dallas, Taft, Spur 527, U.S. 59, Graustark,
and Montrose Blvd. The District serves to promote business growth, public Preservation Alliance is nearly finished preparing the draft Description of
safety, transportation concerns and visual and cultural aspects of the
Historical Significance for FMC , required as part of our application.
community. Funding is through taxation of commercial properties within
The Board also voted that FMC will observe Neighbors Night Out in
the boundaries ($0.125/$100 valuation). The District has purchased two
October, as does Texas, rather than the August National Night Out. Board
patrol vehicles; one is marked and already patrolling our neighborhoods.
members agreed that October’s milder and less stormy weather should be
Call 832-370-9191 to report suspicious activities.
more suitable. There will be a regular FMC meeting August 18th but none in
Some of their projects include graffiti abatement for businesses, using
October. The meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm.
matching paint colors; traffic congestion and parking in the area; liaison
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 S pr in g Ren e w a l 
also purchased the adjacent property and plans to build the West Main
Townhomes on the combined lot. He plans to build 8 townhomes facing
West Main and Roseland Streets, set back ten feet from the property lines
to preserve the existing streetscape. He proposes to widen the existing alley
between his property and the Montrose Place Townhomes to provide
ingress and egress without the need to install more curb cuts along West
Main or Roseland. He said he wants FMC residents to enjoy and appreciate
these new homes as much as their new owners will, and will work with FMC
to make them an attractive addition to our neighborhood.
There has been no additional news about the proposed International Youth
Hostel at 711 West Alabama. Likewise, no progress has been made on the
Post Properties in the 500 block of Richmond, but its owners have
continued to do an exemplary job of maintaining the vacant lot, and have
been very responsive to FMC. This large lot has been quite an asset for some
new FMC residents, however. A family of owls regularly hunts there at
night. Look for them swooping in stealthily on rodents during the next full
moon! [SEE “NIGHTLIFE”, PAGE 5.]
The East Montrose Management District of Harris County Improvement
District #6 is now a reality. The District has begun Security Patrols in a
marked police vehicle Thursday–Sundays, and a second vehicle has
recently been purchased which will allow for daily patrols. The Graffiti
Abatement Program has already begun to paint over tagged commercial
properties using paint matched to the building’s original colors,
eliminating all evidence of the tagging. [PLEASE SEE APRIL FMC MEETING
HIGHLIGHTS, PAGE 2 FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.]

Finally, Spring also means that trees & shrubs have begun their annual
growth spurts. This often results in overgrowth that blocks sidewalks—
forcing folks to walk in the roadways. Please do your part to help keep First
Montrose Commons the beautiful walkable neighborhood we all love.
Keep your trees and landscaping pruned back from the
sidewalks. Remember, too, that the City changed to bi-monthly
collection of large tree waste, alternating with heavy trash collection. Refer
to the schedule [IMPORTANT DATES] on Page 8 of the newsletter to determine
which to place curbside. It is a violation of City Ordinances to place either
heavy trash or tree waste curbside earlier than 6 pm the Friday before the
scheduled pickup.

3 1 1 Wo r k s
BY S TEVE L ONGMIRE, E DITOR–

REMEMBER ALL THOSE BROKEN/
MALFUNCTIONING REVERSIBLE
LANE SIGNALS ALONG LOWER
WEST ALABAMA? How about

that half-repaired sinkhole,
surrounded by barricades at
3800 Garrott?
Well, after a single online
report about each, City PWE
crews were out within two days
to repair & replace the broken
signals, and to complete the
repairs to the sinkhole and
remove the barricades.
Access the City’s
Online 311 request form at
https://webintake.houstontx.gov/
web_intake/Controller
or call 311.
You can make things better!
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Your neighborhood specialist….
whether buying or selling
18+ years of experience in high level
real estate sales
Voted one of Houston's top realtors
For professional service
with a smile,
please give us a call.

713.516.6006
prs663@aol.com
550 Post Oak Blvd Ste. 350
Houston, TX 77027

FMC’s
WILD
Night Life
by Kristina Lumbreras & Leslie Turner–THE FMC HISTORICAL
COMMITTEE WILL HOLD ITS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING on
June 30, 2009 at 7pm at the home of Co-Historian Leslie
Turner, 610 W. Main. On the agenda: The 2010 Westmoreland-Audubon walking tour, planned trips at popular request
to the Texas Room and the Clayton Library this summer, the
FMC Fall 2009 Home Tour, and ongoing and future Historical
Committee projects. Please join us!

THE FOUR OWL SPECIES
COMMON IN HOUSTON are the Eastern Screech Owl (Otus asio), the
Barn Owl (Tyto alba), the Barred Owl (Strix varia) (also known as
the Hoot Owl), & the largest, the Great Horned Owl (Bubo
virginianus). Its size and striking call suggest this is a Screech Owl.
They eat insects & rodents!
A family of three have been observed patrolling FMC and hunting in
the Post Properties lot at 500 Richmond ever since Hurricane Ike
passed.
Photo taken 11/28/2008 at 9:30pm on West Main.
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In the Neighborhood
Yard of the Month

Happenings

924 West Main Street

The Greek Festival held on the church/school grounds in October of
each year will have a companion event. The Festa Italiana is moving to
the University of St. Thomas campus and is scheduled for October 16-18,
2009. Over the years, the “Festa” has been moved several times — St.
Anne’s, Downtown, Bear Creek Park. Now, for all the Italian food lovers in
FMC, parking will no longer be a problem.
Have you noticed the construction on West Main? That’s West Main on the
other side of Montrose and it has just been completed. It shows what the
City can do when so motivated. And, as icing on the cake, in addition to
street reconstruction, curbs and gutters, the sidewalk was replaced. And
the candle on the cake was that they replaced the West Main/Yoakum
concrete street pillar. We were watching, afraid it would be tossed.

HSPVA
Harp and Handbell Concert
May 12, 7:30 pm
Symphony Concert
May 19, 7:30 pm

Quiznos at the University of St. Thomas will close for the Summer Session
Wednesday May 13th . The Celts Market Place Café will begin a new
Summer Schedule June 8th with new Summer pricing. Check them out!

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)
Literally Figuratively focuses on the many aspects of the human figure,
works in ceramic, fiber, glass, metal, wood or mixed media
April 5 – July 3

Houston Museum of Natural Science
The World Is Full of Wonders: Photographic exhibit
Ends May 31, 2009
Genghis Khan
Through September 7

Museum of Fine Arts
The Plains of Mars: European War Prints, 1500—1825
Ends Sunday, May 10
Afghanistan: Hidden Treasures From the National Museum, Kabul
Ends May 17
Eye on the Third Ward: Jack Yates High School Photography 2008
Ends Sunday, May 24

Contemporary Arts Museum
Perspectives 165: Contents Under Pressure:
Works by more than 40 teen-aged artists are represented with works
ranging from photography and painting to sculpture and video
Ends May 10
No Zoning: Artists Engage Houston
May 9 – October 4

The Menil Collection
Marlene Dumas: Measuring Your Own Grave
March 27 — June 21

H O UST O N RE C E I V E S M O RE RA I N FA L L I N J UN E T HAN A N Y O T HE R M O N T H
Do YOU have FLOOD INSURANCE?
There is a 30-day waiting period for coverage after you apply.

Log on to FloodSmart.gov ——— TODAY.
For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …
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PIP Report of March Criminal Activity
BY T OM M CB RAYER

MARCH– BURGLARY AND AUTO THEFT, always a problem and March was no
exception. They totaled eight, four each, for the month. Are you doing
all you can to avoid these crimes? Such as locking your car and
leaving no valuables in the car?
FMC residents continue to report a high incidence of mostly young men

cruising the neighborhood on bicycles. Ordinarily this would be a
normal feature of a thriving residential neighborhood. In our case,
however, it is nearly always the prelude to another spate of
burglaries and thefts. How does one tell the difference between
“legitimate” bikers enjoying a casual ride and nefarious ne’er-do-wells
using bicycles to disguise their surveillance for later theft?
“Legitimate” bikers don’t ride around and around the block slowly—
peering into our yards and homes. Legitimate bikers aren’t evasive when
asked where they are from, or what they are doing. Very few legitimate
bikers choose to carry heavy backpacks or trash bags along for their ride.
“Normal”, legitimate bikers don’t usually wear “hoodies” to cover their
heads when the temperatures outside are running in the 80’s.
If you haven’t done so, check out www.firstmontrosecommons.com for
details and photographs of one such biker, during the third week of April.
Both the pictures and the narrative are very informative!
Why should you care or do anything about guys on bikes riding through
FMC? Respectfully, I would suggest that it is part of your Civic Duty to
help the Police and your neighbors prevent crimes in our
neighborhood.
And—given how EASY it is to report suspicious activity to the police—
WHY WOULDN’T YOU MAKE A PHONE CALL???

Immediate criminal activity — call 911
A pattern or repetitive suspicious activity or behavior — call 713-247-4400
ask to speak to the Sergeant, and Request an “Action Alert”.
Alert” Use these
exact words, since “Action Alert” is a specific request for police to increase
patrols in a specific area to investigate or deter specific activity. The action
lasts for 72 hours.

Do YOUR Part Keep FMC Safe!

LOCATION

CRIME

PREMISES

400
Richmond
200
W Alabama
500
Sul Ross
600
Colquitt
800
Richmond
400
Colquitt
500
W Alabama
800
Colquitt
3800
Roseland
4100
Jack
200
W Alabama
200
W Alabama
3800
Garrott
4200
Montrose

Aggravated
assault
Burglary
Burglary

Convenience
store Parking lot
Apartment rental
office
Apartment

Burglary

Multiplex

Burglary

Strip center

Burglary of a
motor vehicle
Auto theft

Street

Auto theft

Apartment
parking lot
Driveway

Auto theft

Street

Auto theft

Street

Narcotic

Unknown

Narcotic

Street

Narcotic

Street

DWI

Street

DATE
TIME
03.10
1:20 pm
03.02
7:30 pm
03.22
6:30 pm
03.19
3:00 pm
03.01
9:00 pm
03.12
9:30 pm
03.24
12:20pm
03.17
6:30 pm
03.08
6:00 pm
03.27
11:00 pm
03.02
5:35 pm
03.19
7:20 pm
03.04
6:00 pm
03.13
Midnight

For late−breaking news and
security updates
log on to

REPORT ALL SUSPICIOUS
ACTIVITY & CRIMES
Finally, to those of you who have taken the time to be responsible pet
owners and pick up after your pets, or spay/neuter them —
THANK YOU!.

—your best source for all things FMC!

For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …

2009 Annual Dues – Still Just $10!
Renew Your Membership at the Meeting

-8-

Next Meeting:

Tuesday, May 19th , 7:00pm

HSPVA

May 2009

COUNCILMEMBER PETER BROWN
atlarge1@cityofhouston.net
832-393-3014

D & Q MINIMART9O
806 Richmond
713-526-4451

estafeta®
610 West Alabama
713-218-6600

FREDERICK BUILD
UILDERS
frederick2020@sbcglobal.net
281-392-9111

IBC BANK
3900 Montrose Boulevard
713-285-2195

Important Dates

Sunday, May 10th
Regular Trash

Every Friday

Recycling

Tuesday, May 7th & 19th

Heavy Trash (Tree Waste Only)

Wednesday, May 13th

Heavy Trash (Non-Tree Waste)

Wednesday, June 10th

Next FMC Meeting

Tuesday, May 18th 7pm

Property
Propert y Tax Protests Deadline

May 31 st

Happy
Mother’s Day!
@ HSPVA

JAY S. GINSBURG
www.jayginsburglaw.com
713-665-2181

MULLEN CONSULTING, LLC
www.mullenconsulting.net
713-526-5978

PAUL STANLEY PROPERTIES
prs663@aol.com
713-516-6006

PRIME TREES, INC.
primetrees@sbcglobal.net
713-781-8733

PURE POTENTIAL LIVING MASSAGE
Montrose @ Richmond by appt
www.purepotentialliving.com
713-249-6523

ROBIN’S NEST
4100 Greeley
713-528-5821

UST DINING SERVICE
3909 Graustark
713-525-3573

DR. JIM WHEELER
4100 Milam
713-797-9200

Contact Us…For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …
Any FMC Officer can be reached via the web:

www.firstmontrosecommons.com/officers
For questions about ON COMMON GROUND, contact the Editor, Steve Longmire at 713-523-5165
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