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Tomorrow and Tomor
Tomorrow and Tomorrow…
Tomorrow…
A Tragic Tale of the Fate of CIP 400 NSR 467
at the hands of

City Politicians & Bureau
Bureaucrats

W

HILST the taxpaying citizens of First Montrose Commons patiently endured the reconstruction of

Richmond Avenue, U.S. Highway 59, and Texas Spur 527, politicians of the City of Houston repeatedly
promised to honor the petition to have the crumbling infrastructure of their neighborhood replaced .

They suffered cut-through traffic by dozens of
grossly overloaded heavy dump trucks on
streets paved nearly 90 years ago, and last
resurfaced more than 15 years ago—whilst still in
District C. So they reminded City Officials of
these promises, and—prior to an election
(2006)—“The Project” was “moved up” to begin
Design Phase in FY 2009.
Ah! Would that it were so! During the Neartown/Montrose Town Hall Meeting of April 26,
2008, the Assistant Director of Public Works
seemed completely unaware of “The Project” so
long promised the residents of First Montrose
Commons. Further investigation revealed that a
funny thing happened between Campaign Season
and Approval of The Budget—CIP 400 NSR 467
had been “Reprioritized” and once again moved
back—to begin design phase in FY 2011.
Letters were written—correspondence
exchanged—and once again we were promised
by City Leaders (including the Mayor) that our
project was to be moved forward to begin design
in FY 2010. They agreed to postpone CIP 594 to
move ours forward.

One might have thought they would keep their
word this time! AAaah, but wait! At the District D
CIP meeting on February 12, 2009, poor CIP 400
NSR 467 was nowhere to be found. Instead, CIP
594 had magically leapfrogged forwards to
begin construction this summer (FY 2010)
ahead of and instead of NSR 467!

POSTPONED!
AGAIN!
CIP 400 NSR 467, we were told, is scheduled to
begin design, but once again it is in FY 2011, not
as promised in FY 2010!
This means there will be a mandatory
Redistricting of the City of Houston, as a
result of the 2010 Federal Decennial Census
before any funds are actually allocated for the
“Design Phase” of CIP 400 NSR 467. The
possibility exists that First Montrose Commons
will find itself assigned to a different City Council
District, and, under the City’s rules, the Council
Member for that District would evaluate “The

City Controller & Mayoral Candidate Anise Parker
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Project” in light of priorities for the District. In
Simple English—
Once again, we go
“To The Back of The Line!”
How do we prevent this from happening to us
again?
We must become the “squeakiest wheels” in the
City’s garage! Council Members respond to continuing, consistent pressure from their constituents. We must write and email our Council Member, Ms. Adams, expressing our frustration over
the poor return on investment of the taxes we
have all paid to the City of Houston. Further—we
should lobby those members of City government
who aspire to become Mayor.
We may even have to attend a City Council
Meeting to make it clear to the politicians and
bureaucrats that they cannot continue to
take our money and give us empty
promises in return!
Failing such action, First Montrose Commons
stands to face the same sad fate as poor Lady
Macbeth! [Additional info on ww w.fi rstm ont rosec o mm ons.c o m]

Next Meeting:
Meeting: 7pm,

Tuesday, March 17th
— Montrose Counseling Center — Branard @ Bute St.

-2March 2009

Next Meeting:

Tuesday, March 17th, 7:00pm
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Highlights of February’s FMC Meeting
THIS ARTICLE IS A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE J ANUARY 2009 FMC M EETING. IT DOES NOT CONSTITUTE THE OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THAT MEETING.
PERSONS WHO WISH TO OBTAIN A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL MINUTES SHOULD CONTACT THE ASSOCIATION ’ S SECRETARY AT www.firstmontrosecommons.com/OFFICERS
BY M ARYANNE M CBRAYER, FMC S ECRETARY—FEBRUARY 17, 2009– President Jason

Ginsburg opened the meeting at 7:00 pm. Dr. Scott Allen, new Principle of
HSPVA was to have introduced himself at the meeting but sent his
apologies for being unable to attend.
Steve Longmire reported on the District D CIP meeting held on
February 12, 2009. Several FMC members were present for the purpose of
discovering the status of our CIP (NSR 467 CIP-000400) street reconstruction. Our project should have been in the City’s fiscal year 2009, but
has been twice delayed and is now scheduled for design phase in FY 2011,
which begins in July of 2010. This happened despite the fact that we had a
letter stating our project would start in FY 2010. Steve presented this letter
to city officials who have promised to contact him.*
Members were urged to keep a steady stream of e-mails going to the mayor
and city council members regarding advancement of this project. It is especially important to maintain this writing campaign since the city will soon
begin redistricting and chances are good we will no longer be in District D.
In that event, we would have to start over making our needs known to new
personnel in a different city office.
At the District D CIP meeting, Steve also brought up two additional needs
of our community:
1)

2)

When Spur 527 was rebuilt, all the streetlights were removed
and, when replaced, were put only on the east side of the Spur.
Consequently, with no lights, crime has increased along the
west side of the Spur, particularly on Day Street. The city has
promised to do a lighting survey of the area.
With regard to the recent sewer line rehab project, the new
lines are not yet connected to homes. Once we get notice from
Public Works, each homeowner will have 120 days to request
hookup without being charged. After that there will be a
charge.‡

Steve also stated that our streets are built of asphalt over oyster shell; there
is no concrete base. The holes that were dug during the sewer project have
been filled with sand and covered with asphalt; they are already showing
signs of collapse. Our streets were not built for heavy traffic such as the
dozens of school buses that enter FMC every day. When holes are filled,
they do not last. We should also call 311 to report all potholes. Hopefully, if
we complain long enough someone will take note and realize our streets
need major work.
David Turner thanked Steve for his diligence in keeping abreast of our
problems with the city and being our champion at city hall.
Jason encouraged everyone to use e-mail contact with all city officials; he
has written a letter to Mayor White about our situation but has had no
formal response. Only CM Jolanda Jones has written supporting us so far.
Leslie Turner said she and Kristina would be conducting a walking tour of
Westmoreland but no date has been set. They will also begin using the
Clayton Library for research on homes in FMC. Call her if you would like
your home researched.
Our guest speaker, Audrey Barrett Cook author of Obedience Smith,
Pioneer of Three American Frontiers gave a very interesting talk on
Obedience and her family. FMC is within the original land grant made to
Mrs. Smith in 1838.
Jason reminded everyone to pay their dues and said the March meeting
place will be announced as HSPVA will be closed for Spring Break.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8 pm.
* Note-As of March 2, 2009, no one from the City of Houston PWE department has
responded to numerous follow up calls and emails on this subject.
‡ An Engineer from PWE called February 27, 2009 and reported that PWE is unable
to connect our homes to the rehabbed sewer lines without an new CIP NSSR
project. Please see Beyond Maintenance in this issue.[PAGE 5]

Property Tax Consultant becomes latest Uncommon Friend

FMC Welcomes Mullen Consulting
BY S TEVE L ONGMIRE, EDITOR–M ARCH 1ST–Laura Mullen, of Mullen Consulting, LLC,
has been helping residents of FMC for many years to successfully protest
their property taxes before the Harris County Appraisal District. Now
Laura has decided to help the whole neighborhood by becoming our latest
Commercial Member and Uncommon Friend!

Laura has lived in Neartown for many years, and her unique knowledge of
the neighborhood and its Real Estate market gives her quite an edge when
it comes to challenging the oft erroneous assumptions that HCAD appraisers
use to asses the value of our homes. Laura also charges a flat rate for her
services, rather than a percentage of savings, as most others do.
Why not give her a call today to see how she can help to
reduce your property taxes? You can reach her at 713-526-5978.
For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …

2009 Annual Dues – Still Just $10!
Renew Your Membership at the Meeting
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First Montrose Commons

An Update…

ART IN
TRANSIT
BY JUDY ADAMS—S ATURDAY FEBRUARY 26—Just wanted the neighborhood to know
how the METRO meeting went. We all met at the Caroline Collective (on
Caroline St.) on Thurs. Feb. 19. We had lively discussion about the “artistic
storytelling” we hoped to see at each station.

Howard Rose and I whittled down all the ideas from the previous meeting
to a tri-emphasis on our neighborhood, education (UST), and small businesses. We also noted how all of these are very walkable and interwoven in
our area lives.
The next meeting will be in March and will consist of groups of 6 people
choosing the artists for 4 METRO stops. For the Montrose/Mandell/
Shepherd/Kirby group we have Howard Rose (UST) and a resident near
Mandell as our community members. I bowed out since Howard and I both
represented Montrose. Emily Todd, deputy director of the Menil, will be
one of two artistic representatives. Rounding out the group of six will be
two members from METRO.
When the chosen artist has a vision to present, the public will be notified. If
we really disagree with the vision we can ask the artist to change
something. I do know that Howard Rose is trying to get the stop called the
UST stop. I feel strongly that it should be called the Montrose stop. When
people ask where I live I say, Montrose, not “near UST”. I just have a lot of
pride in living and working in the Montrose.

More than a Century of Architectural History in One Unique Neighborhood!

Historic District
BY S TEVE L ONGMIRE, EDITOR—AUTHOR AUDREY BARRETT COOK wove an interesting,
if eclectic tale of how Obedience Smith set out on a journey of more than
2,000 miles during the 19th Century to settle on land that became much of
downtown Houston. Out of her original Land Grant from the Republic of
Texas sprouted many of Houston’s most famous neighborhoods-including
First Montrose Commons.

Obedience Smith was an incredibly strong and determined woman who
fought for her family and her beliefs. Our neighborhood traces its lineage
directly back to her. Both the Lockhart, Connor & Barziza and the Bute
Additions were the result of purchases made from the original Obedience
Smith Survey. To be sure, we now have several newer subdivisions that
have been replatted out from these two, but what we all share in common
is an important and close link to one of Houston’s earliest settlers.

W HAT A TRAGIC BETRAYAL
of Mrs. Smith’s courage and determination
if we were now to fail to act
to preserve our unique portion of her legacy!
We remain around 20 signatures short of the number necessary to prevent
such a betrayal from happening. Many excuses have been put forward as
“reasons” not to sign the Historic District Petition. None of these would
withstand the stern gaze of Obedience Smith.
Historic District designation does not interfere in any way with the
property rights of landowners. Rather, it serves to protect each of our
rights to continue to live in a wonderfully unique neighborhood-one nearly
as eclectic as Obedience Smith herself.
Won’t you help to honor her memory and preserve her legacy?

——— Sign the Historic District Petition TODAY! ———
FMC Board members will soon begin to walk door-to-door to explain the
Historic District Petition and to urge owners to sign, so that First Montrose
Commons does not become another of Houston’s latest post-modern tract
developments.
For more information about Obedience Smith, and Audrey Barrett Cook’s
fascinating book about her, log on to obediencesmith.com .
March 24, 2009

Do it for Detlef! Do it for Yourself!
Take the TEST!
visit www.diabetes.org/alert or call
1-800-DIABETES (1-800-342-2383)
For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …

2009 Annual Dues – Still Just $10!
Renew Your Membership at the Meeting
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IF YOU DIDN’T LOG ON TO

You Missed …
IF YOU DIDN’T CHECK www.firstmontrosecommons.com this month, here’s a
brief list of things you missed:

Sustained efforts finally pay off



The earliest notification that our Street Reconstruction Project has been postponed
AGAIN, and an urgent CALL TO ACTION urging FMC residents to email the Mayor and
City Council.



A new link to HTV’s (formerly The Municipal Channel) website, where you can watch
sessions of City Council Meetings – including CM Wanda Adams’ February 25th
“Popoff” about First Montrose Commons and the fate of CIP 400 NSR 467.



You can also watch your neighbors advocate to restore CIP 400 NSR 467 at the
February 12th District D CIP meeting



A plea for a referral to a local gardener from an FMC resident.



A discussion about how poor street lighting along Milam has provided a perfect
haven for DRUG DEALING along the East end of First Montrose Commons.

Don’t continue to miss out on late-breaking important neighborhood news!
Log on to www.firstmontrosecommons.com today! Add it to your Favorites
list! Better still, why not register and join us in the discussion forums!

SPUR 527 Gets a Makeover
BY S TEVE L ONGMIRE, EDITOR – TXDOT RECENTLY COMPLETED THE REMOVAL of the
“Dwarf” Pampas grass along TX SPUR 527 that had been such an eyesore
and a haven for illegal activities over the past two years. It has been replaced with a much lower-growing Australian grass that requires little
or no maintenance and is fairly drought tolerant.

The removal of the Pampas grass has not only reduced the accumulation of
trash alongside the Spur, it has also dramatically improved visibility at the
hazardous intersection of Richmond/Wheeler and the Spur. We’ll have to
see over the next few months whether this results in a decrease in the
number of crashes there.
We’ll also have to keep an eye out to see where the panhandlers go now
that they have lost the cover of the Pampas grass – behind which they
frequently camped and/or relieved themselves.
This “makeover” is the direct result of FMC residents’ persistent contacts
with TXDOT officials over a period of nearly one year to keep them informed of how their choices of landscaping had adversely impacted the
neighborhood. Get involved! Join FMC today!
If you have not al
already paid your 2009 dues,
dues,
pleas
please do so now.
now.
For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …

2009 Annual Dues – Still Just $10!
Renew Your Membership at the Meeting
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We Need YOU…
Volunteers needed to help FMC
BY S TEVE L ONGMIRE, EDITOR – FMC needs volunteers to serve as Block Captains or alternates
(for those times when our regular Block Captains can’t). Block Captains pick up the newsletter each month from in front of Jason’s house and distribute it to their neighbors. It’s
Great Exercise, and a wonderful way to get to know your neighbors better!
This also helps reduce crime in FMC, since watchful neighbors are the best deterrent.
Why wouldn’t you want to serve?

We also need volunteers who are willing to attend a City Council Meeting to advocate on
behalf of FMC. Only those neighborhoods whose residents SHOW UP before City Council
seem to get their share of City services.
Contact us at www.firstmontrosecommons.com/officers if you are interested in helping FMC
– in any capacity.
Thanks for helping us to keep First Montrose Commons first!

Canine CaCa - Do ggie Defecation – Pooch Poo

IT’S ILLEGAL!
Is it Worth $35?

It’s Just GROSS!
BY S TEVE LONGMIRE, EDITOR – And it’s ILLEGAL, TOO! And UnHealthy!

It KILLS Fish and other wildlife in Galveston Bay.

---------------------- It’s RUDE!----------------------PARKING BLOCKING A SIDEWALK IS ILLEGAL UNDER C HAPTER 26 OF
I’m SURE you & your precious pet aren’t guilty of leaving it sitting along
THE C ITY OF HOUSTON’ S C ODE OF ORDINANCES. It can cost you $35-$60.
This is true whether you are parked on the sidewalk itself or in your own our sidewalks and yards. Unfortunately, FMC seems to have been targeted
by someone who doesn’t understand how harmful the stuff really is.
driveway with a part of your vehicle blocking the sidewalk.
Conditions around the neighborhood have become pretty raunchy. The
Blocking the sidewalk forces FMC residents to walk in the streets – which is minefield of mess surrounding HSPVA is especially unpleasant.
where the cars belong!
Let’s work together to keep First Montrose Commons walkable!

Don’t Block the Sidewalk!

So, let’s all do our part to

PICK UP THE POO!

“Beyond Maintenance”

City PWE Crews Unable to Repair FMC Streets
BY S TEVE LONGMIRE, EDITOR – “BEYOND MAINTENANCE”—that’s what the placard
said when referring to the condition of FMC streets in response to a resi-

dent’s call to 311 asking to have the potholes repaired. The card went on to
suggest that we “petition the City of Houston for street reconstruction”!
REALLY?
Apparently PWE is not aware that FMC has had a Neighborhood Street
Reconstruction Capital Improvement Project (NSR 467 – CIP 000400) on

their books for nearly TEN YEARS – nor that it has been postponed in
favor of “more ‘in-need’ projects” repeatedly.
Additionally, despite what PWE said at the CIP meeting in February, they
now say we must petition the City for a NEW NSSR CIP to get our
homes connected to the recently rehabbed sanitary sewer lines!
–A process that “normally takes 5-7 years before construction begins.”
We need your help to attend a City Council Meeting to convince City
Officials that we have waited too long! Please volunteer today!

For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …

2009 Annual Dues – Still Just $10!
Renew Your Membership at the Meeting
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Annual
Member
Membership
Dues
are

Just $10
They are used to keep
First Montrose Com
Co m mons
Unique!
Please pay today!



Your neighborhood specialist….
whether buying or selling
18+ years of experience in high level
real estate sales
Voted one of Houston's top realtors
For professional service
with a smile,
please give us a call.

713.516.6006
prs663@aol.com
550 Post Oak Blvd Ste. 350
Houston, TX 77027
For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …
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Renew Your Membership at the Meeting
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PIP Report of January Criminal Activity
LOCATION

CRIME

PREMISES

500
Branard
600
Sul Ross
4000
Greeley
600
Branard
800
Branard
4000
Montrose
400
W Main

Aggravated
assault
Aggravated
assault
Burglary

Apartment

Burglary of a
motor vehicle
Burglary of a
motor vehicle
Auto theft

Parking lot

DUI

Unknown

House
House

Street
Garage

DATE
TIME
01.22
8:00 pm
01.04
3:30 am
01.15
9:50 am
01.02
6:45 pm
01.20
9:00 pm
01.02
11:30 am
01.04
2:15 am

BY TOM M CBRAYER
JANUARY– A low level of criminal activity for January — but with some
notable points of interest. Most disturbing were the two aggravated
assault cases. They were over two weeks apart, but both occurred on the
east side of FMC and both under cover of darkness.

The auto theft reported in the 4000 block of Montrose was probably not
within the boundaries of FMC, but we have no way of knowing for sure. We
have only the block listed, not the full address.
Report Street Light Outages!

http://cnp.centerpointenergy.com/outage
Keep FMC SAFE!

In the Neighborhood
Happenings
You’ve had your last glass of wine at Salud! They have closed their
doors for the last time after being open for less than two years. That corner
spot at 3939 Montrose has been the graveyard for several food and drink
spots. Remember the Quilted Toque? How about Tony Rupe’s, Evan’s
Bertha’s or Devanas? All long gone.
Stopped by Blue Bird Circle lately? Given the current economic
situation, you can see why parking spots are hard to come by, especially on
Saturdays. But then, we’re close enough to walk, right?
From the outside, the redo at 315 W Alabama is looking good. Make
that great! The Art Deco structure will be a stunning landmark, a
fine example of what can be done without involving total destruction.

HSPVA
Spring Dance Concert
March 13, 7:30 pm
Stage Drama
For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide When the Rainbow is
Enuf
March 26, 27, 28, 7:00 pm
Spring Jazz Concert
March 27, 7:30 pm

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)
Hot Glass, Cool Collections/Environments = Form + Space
Ends March 15

Houston Museum of Natural Science
The Birth of Christianity: A Jewish Story
December 12, 2008 to April 12, 2009

Yard of the Month

Museum of Fine Arts

614 West Main Street

Color into Light: Selections from the MFAH Collection
Ends March 22, 2009
Afghanistan: Hidden Treasures From the National Museum, Kabul
March 1 – May 17

Contemporary Arts Museum

Don’t miss the next FMC Meeting

City Controller Anise Parker Scheduled to Appear
Tuesday, March 17th @ 7pm at the Montrose Counseling Center
Enter on Barnard St, between Bute & Garrott

The Puppet Show brings together contemporary artworks in a variety of
media that explore the imagery of puppets.
Through April 12, 2009

The Menil Collection
Marlene Dumas: Measuring Your Own Grave
March 27 — June 21

For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …

2009 Annual Dues – Still Just $10!
Renew Your Membership at the Meeting
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COUNCILMEMBER PETER BROWN
atlarge1@cityofhouston.net
832-393-3014

D & Q MINIMART
806 Richmond
713-526-4451

FREDERICK
REDERICK BUILDERS
frederick2020@sbcglobal.net
281-392-9111

JAY S. GINSBURG
www.jayginsburglaw.com
713-665-2181

MULLEN CONSULTING, LLC
www.mullenconsulting.net
713-526-5978

Important Dates
Regular Trash

Every Friday

Recycling

Tuesday, March 10th & 24th

Heavy Trash (Tree Waste Only)

Wednesday, March 11th

Heavy Trash(Non-Tree Waste)

Wednesday, April 21st

Next FMC Meeting

Tuesday, March 17th 7pm

PAUL STANLEY PROPERTIES
prs663@aol.com
713-516-6006

PRIME TREES, INC.
primetrees@sbcglobal.net
713-781-8733

PURE POTENTIAL LIVING MASSAGE
Montrose @ Richmond by appt
www.purepotentialliving.com
713-249-6523

Bute St.
@ Montrose Counseling Center – Branard @ Bute

ROBIN’S NEST
4100 Greeley
713-528-5821

UST DINING SERVICE
3909 Graustark
713-525-3573

DR. JIM WHEELER
4100 Milam
713-797-9200

Contact Us…
Any FMC Officer can be reached via the web:
www.firstmontrosecommons.com/officers
For questions about ON COMMON GROUND, contact the Editor,
Steve Longmire at 713-523-5165

For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …

2009 Annual Dues – Still Just $10!
Renew Your Membership at the Meeting

