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Next Meeting: 7:00 pm, Tuesday, September 16 th HSPVAHSPVAHSPVAHSPVA 

First Montrose Commons Matters!              Get Involved!    Sign Your Historic District Petition—TODAY! 

Sept ember 2008  

 

YYeess,,  WWee  CCaann  MMUUSSTT!!  

“The neighborhood (then on the edge of town) was platted 
around 1912, and was developed with many homes in the Arts 
& Crafts (bungalow) style. The area thrived well into the 
1950’s, but by then residents were migrating to the suburbs 
and malls. Freeway development cut the neighborhood off from 
its neighbors. By the 1970’s and 80’s the neighborhood was 
left blighted and crime ridden, with many derelict homes 
owned by absentee landlords.  

By the 1990’s, though, in a pattern that was repeated through-
out the country, the neighborhood was rediscovered. The 
area’s mature live oaks, shady sidewalks, and proximity to the 
center of town were appreciated, and the “great bones” of the 
older homes were seen as potential treasure for those who 
would renovate them. The neighborhood experienced a renais-

sance, and is thriving today!” 

This is a description of Historic Kenwood, in St. Petersburg Florida. 
The description could just as easily apply to thousands of neighbor-
hoods in cities across America; from Seattle & Los Angeles to Chicago 
& Charlotte. Why couldn’t it also apply to our own First Montrose 
Commons? 

In Houston, unfortunately, there are few protections for older 
neighborhoods, and few incentives for people who would like to reno-
vate older homes. The culture here regarding historic neighborhoods 
is decades behind, compared to many cities. 

Will FMC be able to preserve its past? 

Or, will FMC became a neighborhood of new, four-story apartment 
buildings—each taking up an entire city block? Will it become a 
neighborhood of 8-story residential  condominiums? Will  every single 
home in FMC eventually be a new, high-end townhome?  

At what point will FMC lose its historic “feel”? At what point will FMC 
cease to be unique, and look instead like every other new development 
in Harris County? If there were only one older home left on your 
street, would that be enough? (How long do you suppose the owners 
would maintain their lonely, single survivor?) 

The examples of the sort of development I’ve posed above are 
easy to spot in Houston—they are all around us! And 
increasingly, the development within FMC has turned in 
this direction. 

Please join with your neighbors who treasure the 
things about FMC which are unique, and can 
never be reproduced once eliminated. Sign the 
Designated Historic District petition, and also encourage your 
neighbors to sign. If you rent, let your landlord know that 
you’re in favor of him/her signing as well. Even if you live in a 
new, modern home, we need your signature! 

We are over halfway towards our goal, and will  be working 
over the next several months to get the final signatures 
needed. Together we can create an Historic District within 
FMC, and give our neighborhood a voice in shaping its future 

development!                     
 

Two Historic FMC 
Properties Sold to 
Developers  
This summer two of FMC’s oldest properties were sold to developers. 
The first, the former Bistro Vino Restaurant, located on the corner of 
W. Alabama and Roseland is being considered for redevelopment as 
mid-rise luxury apartments or condominiums. 

The second, a home located on the corner of West Main and Roseland, 
is to be replaced by either a commercial building or condominiums 
according to sources who have spoken with the developer who 

purchased the property.            

FIRST Things First        by Robert Power, President, First Montrose Commons 
WARNING! 

This issue contains a report of a crime 
on PAGE 10 which may be disturbing or 
inappropriate for younger or more 

sensitive readers. 
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by Randall Coleman 

  

 

THE 2008 HURRICANE SEASON IS UPON US, and while many residents 
already know to stock up on bottled water, check flashlight batteries 
and review evacuation routes, most do not consider the importance of 
securing hazardous household chemicals and waste during a storm. 
Many common household chemicals can cause environmental harm 
and pollute our drinking water supply if leached into the soil or 
washed into rivers or the bay with receding floodwaters. It is impor-
tant for residents to properly dispose of hazardous waste prior to a 
hurricane watch or, failing that, store their waste and hazardous 
chemicals inside, off the floor, and out of reach of floodwaters.  

Common household hazardous waste and chemicals that 
should be properly secured include paints, stains and 
varnishes, pool chemicals, propane tanks, cleaners, polishes, 

 pesticides and herbicides, fertilizer, automotive products, 
antifreeze, oil , gasoline, pharmaceuticals, and other medical 
waste.  

Residents should not wait until a hurricane watch to get rid of their 
hazardous waste but follow the City of Houston’s guidelines for proper 
hazardous waste disposal on a regular basis. These guidelines can be 
accessed on the City of Houston’s Web site at 
www.houstontx.gov/solidwaste or by calling the City of Houston 
Household Hazardous Waste Information Line at 713-551-7355.  

 

http://www.greenhoustontx.gov/newsletter/environews-2008may.pdf     

by Steve Longmire 

Edouard  Cance l s  FMC 
Ne ighborhood  N igh t  Ou t !  

 

TROPICAL STORM EDOUARD made landfall between High Island and 
Sabine Pass, about 70 miles East of FMC around 7 am on August 5th 
with winds around 60 mph. Its effects on our neighborhood were 
minimal, producing 2.59” or rainfall  and wind gusts of only 20 mph 
in our neighborhood. Unfortunately, we had to cancel the FMC 
Neighborhood Night Out, which had been scheduled for that evening 
as a precaution. 

So, we were lucky! Edouard provided much-needed rain after July’s 
prolonged dry spell , and no major damage or flooding occurred. But 
this does not mean we can let down our guard. The Atlantic 
Hurricane Season runs through the end of November, and September 
typically produces the greatest number and most intense storms each 
year. As I wrote this article, one such storm, Gustav, threatened. 
Three more storms–including another Category 4 hurricane–
followed in its wake. 

Although it is now too late to secure Flood Insurance Coverage 
(there’s a 30-day waiting period after application) for these storms, it 
is NOT  too late to do so for future floods. Most of FMC is within the 
“Preferred Risk Group”, so annual premiums for this essential 
coverage are still quite a bargain (under $400 for most homes and 
contents in our neighborhood). Remember – Homeowners’ insurance 
DOES NOT COVER damages from rising water and more losses 
occur from floods than from fires and windstorms combined. 

We can and should take steps ourselves to reduce flooding and 
damage risks from storms. Always keep the gutters and curbs around 

your property clear of debris, and report clogged storm drains to the 
City (311); keep trees in good health by pruning out weak or 
overhanging branches; consider hiring an arborist to thin out dense 
branches to allow high winds to pass through the trees rather than 
shearing off large branches. (One such service in fact helps to sponsor 
our newsletter, and is happy to have groups of neighbors call  for 
service together – it saves them time and money to service several 
neighbors at once, rather than making multiple separate trips!) 

We should all  be prepared to survive WITHOUT ELECTRIC 
SERVICE FOR UP TO 3 WEEKS OR MORE FOLLOWING A 
CATEGORY 3 HURRICANE direct strike (according to CenterPoint 
Energy’s Disaster Recovery Plan). The last Category 3 hurricane to 
directly strike Houston was Hurricane Alicia in 1983 – portions of 
FMC were without power for 10 days (my own apartment at that 
time). Loss of electric power means that gasoline stations cannot 
pump fuel (even if they have it), city water pressure is likely to be low 
if available, and local stores will be unable to provide the same goods 
and services we all expect. 

Finally, if you have special medical needs (oxygen, breathing 
machine, or electrically powered drug infusion devices), or need 
additional assistance to evacuate during a disaster PLEASE call 211 
NOW to register, so that proper resources will be available to you 
when the time comes. 

Let’s all  do our part now to keep ourselves and our wonderful 

neighborhood safe during this active Hurricane Season!        
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Have you recently received calls from Area Code 062? 

A r e a  C o d e  0 6 2  P h o n e  S c amA r e a  C o d e  0 6 2  P h o n e  S c amA r e a  C o d e  0 6 2  P h o n e  S c amA r e a  C o d e  0 6 2  P h o n e  S c am     
    
                       If so, be sure to carefully check your next few phone bills. 
Apparently a new phone scam involves auto dialers that call numbers 
and then bill them between $10 and $50 per minute or any 
portion thereof. This is true whether you answer or the call is picked 
up by voice mail. Be sure to dispute these charges in writing 
with the phone company—they are a new form of “cramming” and are 
illegal. You are not liable for these charges, and refusing to pay 
them cannot affect your phone service. Thus far, no one has been able 

to trace the origin of this latest nuisance.  

Did You Know? 

G l a s s  R e c y c l i n g  G l a s s  R e c y c l i n g  G l a s s  R e c y c l i n g  G l a s s  R e c y c l i n g      
O p t i o n s  N e a r  F MCO p t i o n s  N e a r  F MCO p t i o n s  N e a r  F MCO p t i o n s  N e a r  F MC     

The City of Houston does not currently accept any glass items in its 
Curbside Recycling Program because the cost of separating out dif-
ferent types and colors is prohibitive. However, Howard Maple re-
ports that our neighbor to the west, the University of St. Thomas, 
has a glass recycling program, and wonders whether FMC could es-
tablish a neighborhood drop-off location so we could help out UST’s 
efforts. 

Howard also reports that FMC residents can drop off glass items for 
recycling at the recently opened Discovery Green, Saturdays, from  
8 am to Noon. 
Recycling 
containers for 
glass, aluminum, 
paper and plastic 
are on the corner 
of McKinney & 
Crawford. 

And, what a great 
excuse to check 
out Houston’s 
newest City Park! 
Bring the kids! 
Bring the dogs! 

Go Green! 

 

 

Want to VOTE 

in the 

NOVEMBER 

FMC ELECTIONS? 

You  

MUST BE CURRENT  

on your 2008 DUES by 

September 16th! 

You can pay your  

2008 Dues at the  

September meeting. 
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We  have  s i gned  
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t h e  H i s t or i c  D i s t r i c t  Pe t i t i on !  

Note—This Internet version of On Common Ground differs from 
the original print version in that the names and addresses of 
those who have signed the Historic District Petition have been 
redacted in the interest of privacy and personal security. 
Instead, a block-by-block graphic tally and a map have been 
substituted. 

Won’ t you help us to preserve more than 100 years of  architectural history in 
a single neighborhood?  

Sign YOUR Historic District Petition TODAY,  
and ask your neighbors to do the same! 
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September FMC Meeting — 
Tuesday, Sept. 16th 7:00 pm sharp! HSPVA 

Councilmember Peter Brown to Attend Councilmember Peter Brown to Attend Councilmember Peter Brown to Attend Councilmember Peter Brown to Attend 
September FMC MeetingSeptember FMC MeetingSeptember FMC MeetingSeptember FMC Meeting    

SEPTEMBER’S FMC MEETING promises to be very informative and 
residents are encouraged to arrive early, as the agenda is quite full .  

Peter Brown, Council Member At Large, Position 1, will  appear. Brown 
is an architect with an extensive history in urban planning, Chair of 
the City’s Sustainable Growth Committee, and was involved in the 
creation of the Old Sixth Ward Historic District. 

Also on the agenda will  be an update on FMC’s own progress towards 
establishing an Historic District and the upcoming Tea and 
Neighborhood History Home tour (scheduled for Sept. 19th).  

Finally, we will  appoint the Nominating Committee for the Election of 
FMC Board Members. This committee will  secure nominees for the 
Election of the 2009 FMC Board, to be held at the November FMC 
meeting. So, if you are interesting in serving—either on the committee 
or as a candidate for the Board—this  is the meeting for you to attend! 

And, just a little friendly reminder—if you want to vote in the 
November FMC elections, you must have paid your 2008 dues on or 
before the September FMC meeting. It’s not too late! Join us to help 
preserve our wonderful neighborhood.   

   

by Steve Longmire 

C h a n g e s  C o m i n g  t o   
H e a v y  T r a s h  C o l l e c t i o n s  

JULY 28, 2008—Harry Hines, Director of the Solid Waste Management 
Department, announced in a letter to residents that big changes are 
coming to the way the City of Houston handles Heavy Trash 
Collection. Beginning October, 2008 “the Solid Waste department will 
alternate the pick-up of Tree Waste and Junk Waste each month.”  

The new schedule for FMC is listed below: 

MMMMMMMMMMMM OOOOOOOOOOOO NNNNNNNNNNNN TTTTTTTTTTTT HHHHHHHHHHHH             CCCCCCCCCCCC OOOOOOOOOOOO LLLLLLLLLLLL LLLLLLLLLLLL EEEEEEEEEEEE CCCCCCCCCCCC TTTTTTTTTTTT IIIIIIIIIIII OOOOOOOOOOOO NNNNNNNNNNNN             

September 17, 2008 Both Junk & Tree Waste 

October 15, 2008 Junk Waste ONLY 

November 19, 2008 Tree Waste ONLY 

December 17, 2008 Junk Waste ONLY 

  

“Tree Waste ” is defined as “clean wood waste”, which consists of 
tree limbs, branches, and stumps. Lumber, furniture, or treated wood 
will  not be accepted on the day designated for tree waste.   

“Junk Waste” is defined as items such as furniture, appliances, and 
other bulky material.  

For questions or more information call 311 or log on to 
www.houstonsolidwaste.org.              

by Steve Longmire 

HistoricHistoricHistoricHistoric     Wharton ElementaryWharton ElementaryWharton ElementaryWharton Elementary     

                                                        SAVEDSAVEDSAVEDSAVED!!!!     
HISD Trustees Remove Historic Magnet School from Closure List. 

AFTER STRONG, ORGANIZED COMMUNITY OPPOSITION  to their plans to 
close the award winning HISD  Dual Language Magnet School, located 
at 900 West Gray (near Montrose), HISD  Trustees voted at their Au-
gust meeting to remove it from the closure list—saving this historic 
properties from developers seeking to build the latest “Luxury Mid-
rise”.  

FMC congratulates the Friends of Wharton Elementary on a                          
Job Well Done!

 

However… 

  TTHHEE   FFUUTTUURREE   OOFF   OOUURR   OOWWNN  NNEE IIGGHHBBOORRHHOOOODD  IISS   SSTTIILLLL  AATT  SSTTAAKKEE!! 

During the past year more than a half-dozen historically contributing 
properties within FMC have been sold for demolition and replacement 
by modern multifamily developments, usually not in keeping with the 
historic character and charm of our neighborhood. True, some of these 
properties were in really bad condition, but others should have been 
preserved. 

Our fate remains in Our hands—for now. 

We have, over the past six months, obtained 65% of the signatures 
needed to establish a protected Historic District within the heart 

of First Montrose Commons. If you haven’t yet signed, won’t 
you take a moment to do so TODAY? 

                               

Help put us Over the Top!           
Historic District Packets are available online at 

http:/ /firstmontrose commons.com/doc uments/c at_view/44-hist oric-preservatio n 
or by calling Raju Adwaney at 713-521-3732.  
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by Kristina Lumbreras/Leslie Turner 

~~~~The Historical CornerThe Historical CornerThe Historical CornerThe Historical Corner~~~~    

T e a  a n d  N e i g h b o r h o od  H i s t o r y  
 Home Tour of 619 Sul Ross 

The First Montrose Commons Historical Committee will be hosting a FREE  
tour of the home of Grady and Marilyn Cayce at 619 Sul Ross on  
Saturday, September 20, 2-4pm.  

The Cayce’s have graciously agreed to allow us to tour this fascinating home, 
located at the corner of Sul Ross and Greeley, and learn more about its archi-
tecture, history, and restoration. The home was built circa 1918 and is a 
wonderful rare example of the Eclectic French-Inspired Prairie Style. Among 
interesting features are its beautiful original door, inlaid hex tile floors in the 
entryway and other parts of the home, restored staircase, and basement. 
Since so many of our lovely neighborhood older homes have been and are be-
ing torn down, this is a great opportunity to see one that has been restored 
and preserved as we move toward Historic District Designation. There will 
also be a display of materials on the history of FMC, including house histo-
ries, photos, the memoirs of a 1930’s FMC resident, oral histories, and other 
information on early FMC residents. FREE refreshments  donated by Kristina 
and Jesús Lumbreras of FANDANGO Catering include double-chocolate 
brownie bites, mini cheesecakes, lemon curd cake, tea sandwiches, and iced 
tea. 

Don’t miss this exciting tour! Tour times: 2:15pm and 3:15pm  
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J u n e  2 0 0 8  P I P  R e p o r t s  
by Tom McBrayer 

 

 

* For those of y’all not from ’round here—“washeteria” (and its cousin 
“washateria”) are classic Southern words for a coin-operated self service 
laundry facility, sometimes referred to “up North” as a “laundramat”. 
The first spelling and pronunciation were apparently the more preferred 
in and around Houston, the second more common in rural areas. 

 
 

June was probably the busiest month yet with 15 reported crimes, 
and all but two were money crimes. July continued the pattern with 
ten of the twelve being either burglary, robbery, burglary of a motor 
vehicle or auto theft. Again, money crimes. The neighborhood hot 
spot is still lower West Alabama. For a real eye opener, pay a visit to 
“Paks” convenience store at Brandt in the 300 block of West 
Alabama. There’s a lot of activity most any time of the day. What we 
call “money crimes,” HPD calls “crimes of opportunity.”  

I n  t h e  N e i g h b o r h o o d   
AAArrrtttsss   &&&   EEEnnnttteeerrrtttaaaiiinnnmmmeeennnttt   

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free) 

Warren MacKenzie: Legacy of an American Potter & 
Inspired: Students of Warren MacKenzie:  
August 30 – November 30, 2008 

Houston Museum of Natural Science 
Body World 2 & The Brain — Our Three Pound Gem:  
September 12 – February 22, 2009 

Museum of Fine Arts 
Korean Art and Culture Initiative:  
Through December 15, 2008 

African American Battlefields of the Civil War: Contemporary 
Photography by William Earle Williams: 
Through September 14, 2008 

In the Forest of Fontainebleau:  
Painters and Photographers from Corot to Monet: 
Through October 19, 2008 

Contemporary Arts Museum 
Sam Taylor-Wood — renowned for deftly manipulating the 
signature media of our age—photography, film, and video—into 
compelling psychological portraits:  
August 02 – October 05, 2008 

 
LOCATION 

 
CRIME 

 
PREMISES 

DATE  
TIME 

300 
W Alabama 

Robbery Street 06.15 
10:40 PM 

500 
W Main 

Robbery Parking lot 06.14 
3:00 AM 

4000  
Milam 

Robbery Parking lot 06.22 
5:30 AM 

700 
W Alabama 

Assault Apartment 06.27 
12:01 AM 

400 
W Alabama 

Burglary Unknown 06.06 
7:30 AM 

500 
Colquitt 

Burglary Residence 06.02 
1:00 PM 

600 
W Alabama 

Burglary Washeteria* 06.05 
6:00 PM 

600 
Sul Ross 

Burglary Residence 06.11 
7:30 AM 

4200 
Stanford 

Burglary Carport 06.12 
12:30 PM 

400 
W Main 

Burglary of a 
motor vehicle 

Garage 05.30 
11:00 PM 

500 
Sul Ross 

Burglary of a 
motor vehicle 

Street 06.21 
3:00 PM 

600 
Branard 

Burglary of a 
motor vehicle 

Residence 06.24 
2:00 AM 

600 
Branard 

Burglary of a 
motor vehicle 

Residence 06.24 
2:00 AM 

4100 
Greely 

Burglary of a 
motor vehicle 

Unknown 06.26 
8:00 PM 

800 
Sul Ross 

DWI Street 06.27 
2:24 AM 
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J u l y  2 0 0 8  P I P  R e p o r t s  

 

 

 

H a p p e n i n g s  

Finally, just when you thought it was about to fall  down, the classic 
old home at 215 Westmoreland is being restored. Judging from the 
fresh coat of white paint, it’s going to be a beauty. It’s worth a walk-
by. 

We all love lists. The top 10 teams, the best this, that or other. Here’s 
a new one: Transportation spending. As reported in a recent Forbes  
magazine, the Center for Neighborhood Technology has calculated 
the cost for transportation per month in various neighborhoods. 
Topping the list was Brooklyn Heights in New York where the aver-
age resident spends only $643 per month. Montrose was No. 10, 
spending $760 per month. The only other Texas location was the 
Greenville area in Dallas at $745 per month. These figures do include 
car payments and New Yorkers probably don’t have as many cars as 
those of us in Houston. What all this means is, if you live in Mon-
trose, you don’t have to drive far to get where you’re going or you can 
ride the bus or even walk. (Check out the website walkscore.com for 
your own walkability score. Thanks to Judy Foelber for this tip and 
get ready to be surprised at how walkable your neighborhood is.) 

Two neighbors who live in the Mainmont Townhome complex walk to 
work every day. You see, they work in the Texas State Bank Building 
at Richmond and Montrose, two blocks away. Are you jealous yet? 
And then, we’ve got another neighbor who works at home and an-
other who rides the bus to Greenway Plaza and yet another who rides 
to the Med Center. What a great neighborhood! 

Spectacles at 4317 Montrose is expanding. They are taking in the 
space previously occupied by Battleshop hair salon.  

And just around the corner at 901 Richmond, Sedition Bookstore is 
now open seven days a week. They even have a lending library.  

What to do with old cell phones and ink jet cartridges? It’s been a 
problem, but now the library will allow you to recycle. There are con-
venient drop boxes for both near the check out desk.  

More to recycle. The City now accepts plastics No.1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 7 
(what’s wrong with 6?) along with your cans and paper.  

Farmers’ markets continue their rise in popularity. As of the first 
Saturday in September, we have a new one in the neighborhood. They 
are not new in the business, but just at this location. They’ve been op-
erating from a driveway in Cherryhurst, so they must be growing! Not 
sure of the name, but they will sell their wares in the parking lot at 
LaStrada, corner of Westheimer and Taft.  

We learned from University of St. Thomas food manager, now open 
for business in the fall semester, that there will soon be a Quiznos on 
the property, also under his management. Students voted out the all 
you can eat deals this year, but you’ll still be able to get a great lunch 

or breakfast at nominal cost.  

 

 
LOCATION 

 
CRIME 

 
PREMISES 

DATE  
TIME 

700 
W Alabama 

Burglary of a 
motor vehicle 

Apartment 
parking lot 

07.14 
MIDNIGHT 

500 
W Alabama 

Burglary of a 
motor vehicle 

Apartment 
parking lot 

07.12 
11:30 PM 

800 
Sul Ross 

Burglary of a 
motor vehicle 

Apartment 
parking lot 

07.09 
8:00 PM 

700 
W Alabama 

Burglary of a 
motor vehicle 

Apartment 
parking lot 

07.04 
10:00 PM 

4000 
Greely 

Burglary of a 
motor vehicle 

Apartment 
parking lot 

07.05 
MIDNIGHT 

4100 
Roseland 

Burglary of a 
motor vehicle 

Apartment 
parking lot 

07.03 
10:00 PM 

400 
W Alabama 

Burglary Unknown 07.29 
6:30 PM 

500 
W Alabama 

Auto theft Apartment 
parking lot 

07.26 
10:00 PM 

300 
W Alabama 

Robbery Convenience 
store 

07.15 
2:30 PM 

4100 
Garrott 

Robbery Unknown 07.07 
1:50 AM 

400 
Richmond 

Aggravated 
assault 

Convenience 
store 

07.05 
2:40 PM 

900 
Richmond 

DWI Street 07.01 
12:06 AM 
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JUNE 17, 2008—Wanda Adams attends FMC Meeting and promises 
to use her “Pop-off” to advocate for our CIP to reconstruct our streets. 
She further promises “immediate action to at least repair the sewers 
and drains”. 

SEPTEMBER 5, 2008—Although Ms. Adams has used her “Pop-off” 
several times, none has included any mention of FMC. City Public 
Works crews have surveyed the neighborhood’s infrastructure, and 
done nothing further. Neither Ms. Adams nor her staff has 
responded to emails and phone calls  requesting an update on the 
status of the Public Works Department’s assessment of our sewers 
and drains. Although, she has  produced a colorful email news flyer 
entitled “District D-TAILS”, also with no mention of FMC. 

FMC property owners continue to pay the City of Houston 

and Harris County more than $1 MILLION annually in 
property taxes. 

SEXSEXSEXSEX  SPUR 
I will not support that [extending the “civility 

ordinance” to include First Montrose Commons] 
unless the proposal includes a comprehensive plan 

to deal with all the issues involved…                     
—Wanda Adams, June 17, 2008 

SEPTEMBER 4, 2008, 12:45 PM—I had observed the same homeless man 
sleeping on the sidewalk by the wall of Spur 527 where Colquitt inter-
sects Milam nearly all morning. So I decided to shoot a few photo-
graphs of him as part of an article I intended to publish about the 
“homeless problem” in FMC.  

Imagine my shock and surprise, then, when I returned with my cam-
era to find that this same man was now engaged in sexual intercourse 
with an apparently homeless woman on that same sidewalk in broad 
daylight and clear view of everyone driving on either Milam or Col-
quitt Streets! 

Of course I called the Houston Police Dispatcher, who, as part of her 
routine questions to send a unit asked, “Do you think there are any 
mental issues involved?”  ———Indeed!  

         by Steve Longmire       

WWhhaa tt’’ss   tt hhee   mmooss tt  wwaa llkkaabb llee   bb lloocckk  iinn  FF iirrss tt  MMoo nntt rroossee   CCoommmmoo nnss??   

Voice your opinion and vote for which block in our neighborhood is 
the most walkable—best access, most pleasant, best landscaped, 
safest—whatever you think makes it the place to take a stroll  in FMC. 
Log on to firstmontrosecommons.com and place your vote! 
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Houston’s Most Notorious 
Summertime Pests have  
Returned— 

With A Vengeance!  
 

July’s near-drought conditions may have led us to expect a mild 
mosquito season this year. However, August more than made up for 
July – producing more than 9 inches of rainfall , and millions of fresh 
hungry mosquitoes. 

What can we do to keep ourselves and our pets protected from these 
irritating, disease-carrying pests? 
 

Back when First Montrose Commons’ subdivisions were first being 
built, Houston had quite a problem with mosquito-borne diseases, 
including Yellow Fever and Malaria. What they did not have then was 
insecticide sprays and repellants. How did they survive in those days  
before houses that were all sealed up and air conditioned? 

Public Health officials waged war to eliminate breeding habitats! 
Indeed, Houston used to quarantine rail traff ic from the Port of  
Galveston during the summer months to avoid “importing” mosquitoes. 
This ultimately led officials in Galveston to form and build their own rail  
line (the Santa Fe) bypassing Houston altogether. 

Mosquitoes live very short lives whose purpose is only to feed, lay 
eggs, and die. Only the females require a blood meal to produce eggs. 
Otherwise, blood is not as “high octane” a fuel as the sugars found in 
nectar. Mosquitoes require still , stagnant water on which to land and 
lay their eggs. Surprisingly little water is required—only a capful will 
suffice. Then, depending on the species, the eggs either hatch in a few 
days, or remain dormant until the next rainfall . The larvae swim 
about for a few days and then metamorphose into the flying adults, 
who have only a few days to eat, find a mate, and lay their eggs before 
they die. 

The secret to their success is the enormous numbers they produce, 
and the ability of their eggs to remain dormant through dry 
conditions for months at a time. 

Knowing that they require stagnant water to lay eggs and quiet water 
to hatch, then, we can prevent them from successfully reproducing by 
eliminating even the smallest containers of standing 
water. To be effective, everyone in the area must do this. One small  
stagnant pool in a neighborhood is enough to ensure enough 
mosquitoes to plague the whole neighborhood. 

Bacillus thuringeinsis—is a naturally occurring parasitic 
bacterium that feeds on the intestines of mosquito larvae, denying 
them sufficient nutrition to complete their metamorphosis into adult, 
biting insects. Dried tablets of “B-T” are available at most nurseries 
and hardware stores. They are harmless to humans and pets 
and you just drop one into each puddle of standing water every week 
or so. This is the ideal way to eliminate mosquitoes from ponds or 
bird baths, or those little natural ponds that form in the knobby roots 
of our ancient oaks here in FMC. BT  has been extensively researched 
since the 1920’s, and no insect has developed immunity to it, whereas 
mosquitoes have become immune to most man-made insecticides. 

 
There are other natural agents that are effective against mosquitoes. 
Bats, for example, feed prodigiously on them! Unfortunately, most 
folks aren’t particularly fond of bats, and maintaining a colony large 
enough to effectively control mosquito populations in a neighborhood 
presents several problems itself. Pyrethrins are also very effective 
against mosquitoes. These chemicals from chrysanthemums 
unfortunately are also pretty potent apicides (bee-killing substances), 
and both honey bees and butterflies are susceptible. Several 
commercial systems are available to spray mists of these chemicals 
around your property. Though effective against mosquitoes, they are 
fairly expensive. 

So, after all  this discussion about ways to control  these flying 
squadrons of buzzing, disease-carrying, itch-producing stealth biters 
– what is the best way to win the war against them? 

Eliminate all collections, no matter how small, of standing water that 
these tiny little creatures can get to! 

This means even the smallest of flower pots (or the little plates 
underneath them); tarps or bits of plastic left out in the yard, stacks 
of moist wood or building materials; anything that provides a cool, 
dark, moist environment must be dried or eliminated. (Of course, 
getting our leaky sewers replaced wouldn’t hurt, either!!!) 

Otherwise, we put ourselves at risk for viral infections, our pets for 

heartworms, and everyone for a very itchy late summer!   

550 Post Oak Blvd Ste. 350550 Post Oak Blvd Ste. 350550 Post Oak Blvd Ste. 350550 Post Oak Blvd Ste. 350 
Houston, TX  77027Houston, TX  77027Houston, TX  77027Houston, TX  77027    

713.516.6006713.516.6006713.516.6006713.516.6006    
prs663@aol.comprs663@aol.comprs663@aol.comprs663@aol.com    

Your neighborhood specialist…. 

whether buying or selling  

18+ years of experience in high level 

real estate sales  

Voted one of Houston's top realtors 

For professional 

service with a smile, 

please give us 
   a call. 
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 ALADDIN MEDITERRANEAN 

CUISINE 
924 Westheimer @ Montrose 
713-942-2321 

CVS PHARMACY 

Montrose @ Richmond 
713-807-8495 

D & Q MINIMART 
806 Richmond 
713-526-4451 

JAY S. GINSBURG 

www.jayginsburglaw.com 
713-665-2181 

FREDERICK BUILDERS 

frederick2020@sbcglobal.net 
281-392-9111 

MONTROSE SHELL 

920 Richmond @ Montrose 
713-528-2310 

PAUL STANLEY PROPERTIES 

prs663@aol.com 
713-516-6006 

PRIME TREES, INC. 
primetrees@sbcglobal.net 
713-781-8733 

PURE POTENTIAL LIVING 
MASSAGE 
Montrose @ Richmond by appt 
www.purepotentialliving.com 
713-249-6523 

ROBIN’S NEST 

4100 Greeley 
713-528-5821 

SYSTEM GARAGE, INC. 

4321 Garrott 
713-528-7477     713-529-5359 

URBAN DENTAL 
2511 Bagby 
713-528-9002 

UST DINING SERVICE 

3909 Graustark 
713-525-3573 

DR. JIM WHEELER 

4100 Milam 
713-797-9200 

 

FFIIRRSSTT  MMOONNTTRROOSSEE  CCOOMMMMOONNSS,,  IInncc..         Board Members 

Email any Board Member at — www.firstmontrosecommons.com/officers 

PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT 
Robert Power Raju Adwaney 
713-524-6017 713-521-3732 

SECRETARY TREASURER 
Mary Anne McBrayer David Turner 
713-523-5679 713-523-3990 

MEMBERSHIP COMMUNICATIONS/NEWSLETTER 
Jason Ginsburg Steve Longmire 
281-658-1293 713-523-5165 

HISTORIANS 
Kristina Lumbreras Leslie Turner 
713-522-0077 713-523-3990 

 

Important Dates 

Regular Trash – Fridays 
Heavy Trash – 
                         September 17th 
Recycle Days –  
                          September 9th, 23rd 

Next FMC Meeting –  
                          September 16th 

FMC Historic Home Tour – 
                          September 20th  

For Additional Info – 

www.firstmontrosecommons.com 

…always your best source for FMC 


