
 

7 :00pm Marc h  18  t he Montrose Center  

District C CIP Meeting 

Anger & Frustration 
CITIZENS EXPRESS DEEP FRUSTRATION OVER STATE OF ROADS, SIDEWALKS 

Decades of Neglect, Underfunding, & “Deferred Maintenance” 
 

ISTRICT C HELD ITS ANNUAL 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PROGRAM 

(CIP) MEETING WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 5 AT THE WEST GRAY 

MULTI-SERVICE CENTER. 

The meeting began with CM Ellen Cohen introducing 
various Department Heads, as well as At-Large 
Council Members Kubosh, Robinson, and Chrisitie. 
Cm Cohen stated that District C is a very large 
Council District, extending from Meyerland to 
Pinemont. There are approximately 215,000 people 
and more than 80 active civic clubs in District C.  

Dale Rudick reported on the background and 
current status of the City’s new ReBuild Houston 
(RBH)Program- the “Pay as you go” program to 
fund infrastructure throughout Houston. FY 2014 
marks the first year in which RBH funds are 
exclusively funding the City’s Capital Projects. This 
year, RH has a limited amount of money available for 
construction, but as the bond debt on prior CIP’s is 
retired, the available RBH fund will increase every 
year-thus allowing for increased capital spending.  

It was emphasized repeatedly that the current 
deplorable state of the City’s infrastructure did not 
occur overnight, but rather resulted from the 
decades-long practice of funding only about 30% of 
the ongoing maintenance costs of our infrastructure. 
Mr. Rudick likened this to requiring infrastructure 
designed to last 50 years to last more than 150 years 
under this old scheme.  

See CIP p. 2 � 

CM Cohen opens 
2014 District C  
CIP Meeting at 
West Gray MSC. 

City officials faced 
tough questions, anger 
over crumbling streets, 
sidewalks, and long 
delays in scheduling 
repairs. 
 

Post Properties Reps to Address FMC 
Residents at February MARCH Meeting 

LEARN HOW FMC’S LARGEST RESIDENTIAL 

DEVELOPMENT WILL AFFECT OUR NEIGHBORHOOD 

EPRESENTATIVES OF POST PROPERTIES, THE DEVELOPERS OF 

510 POST AT RICHMOND, will attend the March 18th meeting of 

First Montrose Commons to provide an update on the develop-
ment’s progress and to answer neighborhood questions concerning its 
opening and future relationship with FMC. They were unable to attend 
the February meeting due to a late scheduling conflict. This is our first 
chance to meet Monica Gresset, the new manager in charge of 510 Post.  

Be sure to arrive early, and help us welcome her to the neighborhood. 
Please keep questions short and to the point, so that everyone who 
wishes has an opportunity to speak. 
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Citizens Fed Up at CIP Meeting 
Conditions along W Alabama draw Particular Ire 

Next, a presentation by Parks & Recreation 
showed there are 366 parks comprising 37,000 
acres within the City of Houston; 59 parks 
comprising 1,993 acres are within District C. 
The Houston Parks and Recreation Parks 

Master Plan, last published in 
2008, is currently under review, 
and citizens are encouraged to 

visit their website and provide feedback on the Master plan. 
To receive the survey about the Master Plan, please email 
parksmasterplan@houstontx.gov. 

Richard Vela, Chief of Design and 
Construction, General Services 
Department, then gave a brief 
overview of the building improve-
ments scheduled for District C. 
These include $2.3 million renova-
tion of Fire Station 16, to begin in 
2016; renovations and upgrades to 
the Freed-Montrose Library; and 
improvements at the Clayton Li-
brary.  

Daniel Menendez, Deputy Director 
Public Works and Engineering, 
highlighted current and upcoming 
CIP projects in District C, begin-
ning in the far Northwest of the 
District, and working his way 
southward down the map. Of par-
ticular interest to FMC — M-290, 
Montrose Area and Midtown 
Drainage Improvements; and N000400-NSR467, Neighbor-
hood Street Reconstruction Project-First Montrose Com-
mons. 

M290- Drainage Improvements – This is a massive multi-
phase storm runoff replacement project that replaces and 
upgrades drainage throughout both Midtown and Montrose. 
It involves the complete replacement of two main drainage 
pipes to carry runoff from these areas northward into Buffalo 
Bayou, as well as upgrades and replacements to existing 
underground storm drains and conduits. Storm drains 
throughout FMC are scheduled to be replaced and connect-
ed to this new system as a part of our upcoming street re-
construction project. 

NSR 467- “Our ” CIP – The City’s FY 2014-18 master plan lists 
NSR 467 as requesting $16,144,000 for construction this year. 
Mr. Menendez reported that the project is scheduled to go 
out for bids later this month, and to be presented to City 
Council in June for funding approval, with actual  
construction anticipated to begin November 2014. 

FMC was well represented during the CIP meeting! Not only 
does Mr. Menendez know our Project Number by heart, but 
two other FMC residents besides myself submitted ques-
tions and comments about our project during the meeting. 
Indeed, our CIP Project was cited as an example of how civic 
groups can work with the city to coordinate replacement of 
multiple infrastructure systems together, rather than to 
build, tear up and rebuild to fix multiple problems. 

Grumbling began during Mr. Menendez’ presentation when 
he revealed that W. Alabama, from Weslayan to Shepard, is 
scheduled to have new paving and drainage, but that from 

Shepard to Spur 527 is not sched-
uled for design until FY2018. He 
commented that the western seg-
ment project is being funded from 
TIRS contributions from Upper 
Kirby, and so can proceed sooner 
because it has already secured 
funding. 

During the Public Questions sec-
tion, numerous questions focused 
on the dire state of both lower W. 
Alabama and Lower Richmond 
Avenue. In what can only be de-
scribed as a very unfortunate re-
sponse to questions about plans 
to repair Richmond, Mr. Menendez 
commented that the City has no 
plans to deal with Richmond be-
cause they are “expecting METRO 
to do something along Richmond”, 

and so the City is not inclined to waste resources there. 
Steve Longmire stated that lower Montrose has only two 
east-west thoroughfares: W. Alabama and Richmond, and 
both are in horrible–even dangerous states. He pleaded with 
officials to reconsider the designation of W. Alabama a low 
priority. He concluded by stating; “we don’t care which of 
the two you repair, but you must fix at least one of them 
now.” The audience applauded loudly, and several speakers 
echoed Longmire’s comments to officials. 

In response, Mr. Menendez stated that the comment period 
for Public Input on the CIP and its priorities remains open 
only until March 16, 2014; and forms are available to submit 
comments about the plan. The only way to move lower 
W Alabama up the list would be to send in the forms as well 
as to file 311 reports for every problem every time along that 
segment. CM’s Cohen and Robinson also asked that each 311 
request be followed up with an email to their offices that 
includes the reference number on the request, so their staff 
can follow up on requests.  

http://www.houstontx.gov/parks/masterplan.html

Lower W. Alabama, 
from Shepard to 
Spur 527 is not 
scheduled for 
resurfacing or 

reconstruction until 
after FY 2018  

Contact City Council 

Immediately to voice your 

frustration. 
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A  S P E C I A L  “ T H A N K S ! ”  

espite all the rancor  at the CIP meeting, I‘d like to 
offer a SPECIAL THANKS to all of the Council 
Members, Staff, and Department Representatives 

who made it possible for so many of us from District C to 
exercise that most fundamental of democratic rights  
– to petition our government for redress of our grievances.  

Though that was not the stated purpose of the CIP meeting, 
CM Cohen did a masterful job of keeping the meeting 
mostly to schedule, and mostly on track, while still 
allowing for a pretty vigorous discussion of citizens’ 
frustration over our City’s crumbling roads, sidewalks, 
pipes, and parks. 

This was the tenth district CIP meeting this year, and the 
Staff have had to listen to similar complaints throughout 
the City before coming to hear ours. Staff and Council 
Members gave of their time until well past 9 pm on a 
miserably cold and wet night to communicate with us. 

Whatever you may feel about our roads and drainage, we 
should all be truly appreciative of the patience and efforts 
of our representatives to at least listen to us. 

șșșșșșșșșșșșșșșșșșșșșșșșș 

FMC Moves 
to the 

Montrose 
Center, 

Branard @ 
Bute Street, 
Room 106, 

for our 
March 18 
meeting. 
7:00pm sharp,  

as always! 

 

D
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Spring Forward  

Check your Alarms  

SMOKE, CARBON MONOXIDE BATTERIES 

TWICE EACH YEAR WE MUST CHANGE THE CLOCKS FOR DAY-

LIGHT SAVING TIME.  That is also the time we must check 
that all of our smoke and carbon monoxide detectors and 
alarms are working properly and change their batteries. 
This is true even if they are “hard-wired”, as these types 
have backup batteries in case of power failures.  

Fire safety and prevention is a year-round process. The presence 
of WORKING smoke/CO detector-alarms on every floor of every 
residence is proven to save lives. These provide warning early 
company fires. Indeed, a functioning and properly sited carbon 
monoxide detector is the only reliable method to protect you 
and your family from this deadly odorless gas that kills by first 
rendering you unconscious, and then suffocating you. 

This is also the perfect time to check each of your fire 
extinguishers – you do have fire extinguishers in the kitchen, 
laundry and garage- don’t you? They must be checked regularly 
to insure they have adequate pressure. Once used they must be 
professionally recharged or replaced altogether.  

Finally, it’s a good idea to review your household fire /emergency 
escape plan with everyone in your home. Are your planned 
routes clear and free of obstacles? Can the Fire Department get 
into your house safely and quickly in an emergency? 

H a p p e n i n g  a t  C i t y  H a l l  

Agreement Reached 
with Firefighter Union 

AYOR PARKER REACHED A TENTATIVE AGREEMENT 
with Houston Professional Fire Fighters 
Association  President Bryan Sky-Eagle to 

ensure that an $8.5 million overtime shortfall in the 
Houston Fire Department budget is met without the 
need for brown-outs of fire equipment. The proposed 
agreement includes the temporary elimination of 
guaranteed holidays for firefighters, as well as other 
changes designed to control overtime costs going 
forward. In exchange, the City has agreed to keep all 
fire trucks in service and to implement a two percent 
pay increase for all firefighters, among other 
concessions. If approved by City Council and by the 
union membership, this interim compromise will be 
effective through the end of the current fiscal year 
(which ends June 30, 2014.) A new three-year contract, 
currently being negotiated, will go into effect on July 
1, 2014. Results of the HPFFA vote are tentatively 

expected to be announced this afternoon. [3-7-14] 
- provided by the Staff at District C 

 

M
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E D I T O R I A L  O P I N I O N  

City - Firefighters’ Union  
Put Bandage on Burn 
Overtime Budget “Crisis” Reveals a Lack of Strategic Planning 

The recent brouhaha over an $8 million overage in overtime pay for firefighters caused quite a stir throughout our City. 
Citizens and the press rightly raised concerns about delayed response times as crew were taken out of service so the Fire 
Department could stay within its budget. The only winner seems to have been the Media – which provided sensational 
coverage of idled ambulances and a lawsuit brought by the Firefighters’ Union against the City to prevent furloughs. 

Notably absent from the coverage was any in-depth 
discussion of how HFD came to this point in the first place, 
or what roadmap may be followed to prevent it from 
recurring in the future. We are all familiar with the story of 
the economic downturn of 2008, and how the City was forced 
to lay off employees, cancel cadet classes in both HFD and 
HPD, and defer necessary infrastructure repairs and 
projects to ride out the downturn. Houston was very 
fortunate, compared with other large cities, and seems to 
have largely recovered. We continue to attract thousands of 
new residents each month, as well as new businesses.  

The City has reformed its method of funding large capital 
improvements in streets and drainage via the ReBuild 
Houston programs, and is currently retiring the bonded 
indebtedness from earlier capital spending. But this applies 
only to spending on streets and drainage—not to spending 
on the largest single budget item–Public Safety. Both the 
Police and Fire Departments are funded from General 
Revenue Funds, and both of their budgets are necessarily 
heavy with personnel costs. Thus, funding Public Safety 
requires a healthy economy for the City, and growth is a 
major part of that equation. 

Unfortunately, there seems to have been little planning for 
the kind of growth we are currently experiencing. Indeed, 
our present Fire Fighting Force is less than it was in 2007, 
despite the tremendous growth in population over the past 
seven years. Nearly every month we read about yet another 
mid- or high-rise residential development. When was the 
last time you read about a new Fire Station or district?  

Houston’s growth continues to be remarkable. Indeed, some 
analysts have likened it to moving the entire population of 
Brooklyn inside the Beltway over the next seven years. Are 
we hiring the entire Brooklyn Fire Department to service 
these new residents’ fire and EMS needs? 

Training our own requires a major commitment of time and 
money. Even if we were to commit to training – it alone 
would not be sufficient to meet the demand, as we would 

turn out well-trained, but inexperienced Fire Fighters. We 
must do more to recruit and retain experienced personnel. 

Personnel alone cannot fight fires, nor provide EMS 
services, without proper equipment. If the City does not 
now develop and fund a master plan to expand both the 
numbers and capacity of its Fire Stations we are setting the 
stage for disaster. As we continue to “densify” in our 
unbridled growth, it becomes increasingly difficult to move 
from one point to another across the City. It simply takes 
much longer to drive from Richmond Avenue to West Gray 
Street now than it did even just five years ago. Simply 
locating more apparatus inside Station 16 is not the answer. 
Clearly, we will require more fire stations, better distributed 
throughout the City- in a manner that takes into account 
how long it takes for their apparatus to arrive at a call site. 

As Houston continues its phenomenal growth in the 21st 
century, we can no longer rely on the laissez faire  approach to 
planning and development that characterized our growth 
through the 19th and 20th centuries. We must consider the true 
long-term costs of “vertical development” — Fire, EMS, 
Police— and not just the short term such as water, sewer 
and drainage. After all, fighting a fire, or providing EMS or 
Police services in a high rise is a fundamentally different 
thing than doing so in neighborhoods of single family 
bungalows. 

So, we implore our City Council and Mayor to act now to 
reform the planning process, to act now to establish and 
fund programs to grow our Fire, EMS, and Police Services 
to keep pace with the needs of our rapidly growing, 21st 
century world class city. The flames of excessive overtime 
pay may appear to have been extinguished, but the embers 
are still burning hot under the ashes! 

NOTE- This is an EDITORIAL ARTICLE that reflects the views 
of its editor alone. It does not represent the official position 
or views of First Montrose Commons or its Board of Directors. 
Its purpose is to stir discussion of the issue presented. 
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Join or Renew Membership 

Online or In Person 

How To  
Use PayPal to  

Join or Renew Membership – 

 Go to:  https://www.paypal.com/ 

 At top right of web site click on “log in” or if you 
do not already have an account, click on “sign 
up” and remember the “sign up” information 
you used -  e-mail and password 

 Once you are logged in, at top of page click on 
“send money” 

 For "e-mail" type in fmcmembership@yahoo.com 

 For amount type in $10.00 (or $20.00 if you’re paying 
2 memberships) etc 

 click on “I’m paying for goods and services” 

 At bottom of page enter any message you’d like 
attached - like "2014 membership dues" 

 click "continue" 

 click on “enter credit card info” or 

 click on “enter bank info” if you prefer to have the 
funds drawn from your bank 

 click continue 

 review the information you provided to see if it’s 
correct 

 click “continue” or “done” or whatever the final 
step is. 

 you will receive an e-mail conflrming your 
payment. 

 

Save the date! Tuesday, April 15th – 

Second Annual  

April Foolishness Street Party 

Nobody throws a better party  

than we do here in “the Commons”! 



−7−  

T w e n t y  Y e a r s  o f  C o m m o n  E f f o rt  

On Common Ground 
march 2014 I n  t h e  N e i g h b o r h o o d  

 
b y  T o m  M c B r a y e r  

J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 4  
LOCATION CRIME PREMISES DATE 

TIME 

500  
W ALABAMA 

ROBBERY STREET 01.05 
3:00 AM 

4000 
BUTE 

BURGLARY OF 
MOTOR VEHICLE 

STREET 01.05 
9:00 PM 

300 
W ALABAMA 

THEFT CONVENIENCE 
STORE 

01.10 
10:00PM 

800 
W MAIN 

BURGLARY OF 
MOTOR VEHICLE 

APARTMENT 01.14 
MIDNIGHT 

3900 BURGLARY OF 
MOTOR VEHICLE 

STREET 01.20 
4:00 PM 

800 
RICHMOND 

BURGLARY OF 
MOTOR VEHICLE 

RESTAURANT 01.21 
5:00 PM 

700 
RICHMOND 

BURGLARY OF 
MOTOR VEHICLE 

PARKING LOT 01.21 
6:00 PM 

4100 
MONTROSE 

BURGLARY OFFICE 
BUILDING 

01.21 
NOON 

800 
RICHMOND 

BURGLARY OF 
MOTOR VEHICLE 

STREET 01.22 
10:00 PM 

500 
W ALABAMA 

THEFT STREET 01.23 
10:00PM 

600 
RICHMOND 

THEFT BAR/CLUB 01.25 
10:00 PM 

500 
RICHMOND 

AUTO THEFT APARTMENT 01.28 
4:00 PM 

900 
BRANARD 

BURGLARY OF 
MOTOR VEHICLE 

MISCELLANEOUS 
BUSINESS 

01.30 
1:00 PM 

900 
W ALABAMA 

BURGLARY OF 
MOTOR VEHICLE 

APARTMENT 
PARKING LOT 

01.30 
8:00 PM 

 
Welcome back BMV. That’s police speak for Burglary of a Motor 
Vehicle. As a separate category, it’s been missing from our monthly 
reports. They had been lumped under “theft,” but BMV for 2013 
was the largest segment of criminal activity in Houston and, so far, 
it’s on track to become even larger in 2014. For January, we had 
eight reported BMVs. We can’t say it enough:  
Leave nothing in sight in your car;  
a thief doesn’t know that backpack on the seat is 
empty. 

Secur i ty  
     Who To Ca l l  —  
Emergency (threat to life or property) 911 
Non-emergency crime (burglary, suspicious activity) 713-884-3131 
Neighborhood Protection (illegal dumping, etc.) 311 
 (website preferred)   http://houston311.org 

 

 Is Thai Sticks closed permanently or just temporarily for remodeling? 
The canopy is gone and all the windows are covered with brown 
paper. Really looks vacated, but no notice?  

 The Bistro Menil is now under construction. One of the small gray 
bungalows had to be removed along with a number of small trees to 
make room for it on Sul Ross next to the Menil bookstore. Target 
date is late summer.  

 The ´50’s office building at 3400 Montrose at Hawthorne is on the way 
down. Once host to Scott Gerstner’s Sky Bar and Rudy’s before that, 
it’s scheduled to be a 30-story apartment tower with the first seven floors 
for parking. Kroger and Starbucks will love it. 

 Meanwhile, a 30-story tower has been announced for Chelsea Blvd, 
right behind Chelsea Market. Several of the old mansions will come 
down to accommodate the 303-unit tower. What’s magic about “30 
stories?” It’s the height limit imposed by the FAA because we are 
along the approach path to Hobby Airport.  

 The citywide PIP meeting is set for March 12, 7 pm at 1601 State Street. 
The speaker will be Stephanie Dancer of HPD Victims’ Referral 
Division. An added attraction: the Singing Cops, an old-fashioned 
barbershop quartet made up of Houston Police Officers.  

 

 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free) 
� Cyan Silhouettes: Works by Anna Mavromatis & Thea Clark  

Through March 30 

� Dark Light: The Micaceous Ceramics of Christine Nofchissey McHorse–
Through May 11 

Museum of Fine Arts 
� The Age of Impressionism: Great French Paintings from the Clark Art 

Institute – Through March 23  

� Pattern Repeat: Wallpaper Then and Now – Through March 30  

� Eye on Houston: High School Documentary – Through April 20  

� Georges Braque: A Retrospective – Through May 11  

The Menil Collection (Free)  
� Lee Bontecou: Drawn Worlds – Through May 11 

� Magritte: The Mystery of the Ordinary, 1926-1938 – Through June 1 

Contemporary Arts Museum 
� Outside the Lines -– Through March 23  

� Art on the Lawn: Joseph Havel – Through April 30  

Houston Museum of Natural Science 
� Fabergé: A Brilliant Vision – Currently showing 

� Scenes from the Stone Age: The Cave Paintings of Lascaux 
Through March 23 

� Magna Carta — An Original Edition – Through August 17 

Yard of the Month for March returns to 4110 Stanford  

– its location when our original sign was stolen 
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MAR 
18 

FMC Meeting – 7:00pm – 
the Montrose Center –R m 106  

Apr 
15 

2nd Annual April Foolishness – 6:30-8:30pm 

700 Block West Main 
May 

20 
May FMC Meeting – 7:00pm - HSPVA  

CENTER FOR WOMEN’S HEALTH 

METEOR INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL 

MONTROSE COUNSELING CENTER 

 

MULLEN CONSULTING, LLC 

ROBIN’S NEST 

TIMBERLINE FITNESS STUDIO 

VIEBIG, MCCOMMON & ASSOC. 


